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Monſcigneur le Marquis de 


LOUVOTIS 


 _-'BT DE OY 
COURTENVAUKX, 


Commander and Chancellor of the ; 
KING'S ORDERS, #® 
Secretary and Miniſter of State. 


| Monlſ<1gneur, | | | 
PMI Hough the State of Venice 35 at 
this day in its declenſton, yet in 
- > the condition it 7s, zt retains 
784 ſomthing of Majeſty3 It is ve- | 
<Y merable for an. Antiquity .of ar 3.5 
| bove Twelve hundred years; 11> 
lufirious for Chriſtianity which it has profeſſed 
from its Cradle; Famomws. for the Kingdoms it 
poſſeſs'd in the Levant, and for the Wars it - 
has maintain'd againſt the Turks 3 Famoms ſor 
the formof its Government, which is a Maſters. 
piece of Policy; and Famone for ity ancient 
Allyance with the Crown of France, which has 
had it ſomtimes for its. Companion both in 
Arms and VifFories.. T have thought, Sir, theſe. 
Reaſons 2 ſufficient recommendation ta your 
Lordſhip, of this Hiſtory which I now preſent« 
T am ſenſible notwithſtanding, Tought not t0. 4 
expoſe ſo poor a Work to the Eyes of ſo great 4 
Miniſter, and that a perſon reſpeed by all 
& A 2 France, 
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\. The Epiſtle 
France, conſecrated to thePublick, ought not 
to be interrupted by particular Affairs 3 and in- 
deed I could nos but ballayce betwixt wy 46 
Gre of aAoing ſorathing that right teſtify my 
"Zeal to your Lordſhips ſerpice, and” my fear 
of committing that which might be interpreted 
boldneſs. But when T conſider d your Goodneſs, 
as great 4s your Power, I could wot but hope 
gour Lordſhip would extend the es of it to 
me, who along time have been a ſilent Ad- 
+ mirer of your Vertues : Vertues that your 
Lof#dſhip has inherited from your Father by 
way of advance; Vertues, that have render d 
you like him, 4 compleat Miniſter, 
T could not but admire in your Lordfþip,that 
" pregnancy and force of Spirit that makes you 
ſufficient alone for ſo many different afſairs, 
— whilſt neither their difficulty diflurbs you, 
— #or their multitude confounds you. That faith- 
ful and unintereſted Devotion you carry for 
pour Prince, (whom you honor more for his 
Perſon than his Crown ) That reſpeFſul liber- 
ty wherewith you addreſs to himſelf, not to 
his fortunes preſerving by a great and unuſual 
ſecret 5 the Drigmity of your Office, ar 1 the 
Reputation of his Favour; That Hergick Con- 
ſtancy that places you above the reach of Envy 
or Hitred, things wherewith you ſear not to 
incumber your ſclf, when the-ſcrvice of your 
Prince and Countrey requires it; And laſt"of 
all, That incomparable Vigilance that eeps 
you alw-ys in ation, which carties you to all 


places 


DEDICATORY. _ 
plates where yonr preſertce i" neteſſary, and 
whieh inables you to ſee, to witerſtand,; and 
zo penetrate into all things. For, if we may 
truſt” what is ſzid and known' of your Loyd- 
ſhip upon the Frontiers, apd in owr Armies, 
There if is Sir, that you are obſery'd to paſs 
whole nights on' Horſeback, toexpoſe your Per- 
ſon to danger, perform all the' moſt laborious 
offices of a Soldier, to give example to others, 
and neceſſutete them to the' execution of their 
Duty. 80 that Sir, "tis not without good rea» 
ſon his Majeſty loves you, and =P upom you 
bis favours and benefits. He'does honor to his 
own Juſtice in advancing of you,” and. you are 
the Workman-fhip rather of his Wiſdom, than + 
Kindneſs. He wanted a ſagacious , exaf, 
aFive, ind:fatigable Miniſters and ſuch a one 
as was fit to ſucceed in the place of your in» 
imitable Father : He has found all thoſe qua- 
lifications in ſuch perſeFion in you, that be 
has put your induſtry npox tryal in ſeveral dif- 
fieult Imployments. His choice diſcovers your 4 
worth, and your ations, that you are wor-> 
thy of his Choice : He is happy in a Miniſter, 
your Lordſhjp in a Maſter, and betwixs His 
Majeſty and your Lordſhip, we may ſee the ex- 
cellent Concert that was formerly betwixt Aus : 
gultus and Mecenas, that js, a perpetual Con- 

fli betwixt Generolity in the Prince, and 4 

Gratitude in the Subjed. Tperceive Tam flown 

out inſenſibly in your praiſes, which flow int 24 

por my Pen without any labour. dr ſtu yz but OS. 
A 3 though .  . 
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though they proceed from a true Sentiment, 
and Flattery has no ſhare in them. neverthe- 
leſs becauſe I would not offend your Lordſhip's 
modeſty too much, T ferbear to purſue then. 
It remains ther that T only Sync jw 
ord/bip to vwonchſafe your protection to this 
L_ a which ws wil” ſ-e as ind Glaſs, the 
fineſt and mojt delicate Maxims of ihe Vene- 
tians. 7 could wiſh it ha4 been more perfe@, 
but Thope you will excuſcits defeFs, and per- 
haps commend the deſign, which was the more ' 
difficult, becauſe Vemce is a place where Se- 
crets are impenetrable to Strangers, eſpecially 
to Embaſiadors and other Miniſters, to whon 
they never ſpeak but by geſtures and ſigns. Be- 
ſides, ſcarce any thing is to be ſeen in their 
Government, but clouded with variety of ap- 
pearances and pretences ſar enough ſrom the 
Truth. For my part, I have endeavour'd to 
tell truth quite through my Book, and your 
Lordſhip will eaſily diſcern it 3 Tour Lordſhip 
who your ſelf uſe it ſo much, and can ſo reacli- 
ly diſtinguiſh it from Falſhood. In the yearn 
time, T ſhall eſteem my felf tranſcendently 
happy, if this Work (which is the firſt pro- 
and of my thought and my ſolitude) may aſſiſt 
to perſwade Tour Lordſhip that I am with all 
poſſuble Rewerence and Devotion. "0 © 


My LORD, 


Your moiſt humble and moſt 
obedient Servant 


AMELOT at is HOUSSAIE. 
THE 


THE 


PREFACE. 


' READER, 


my deſign will be fo clear, that I need 

not ſay 1t was not to write a compleat 
Hiſtory of Yenice, which would have 

been ſuperfluous after ſo many as we haveal- 
ready, and from ſuch eminent Authors 3 My 
intention is only to give a ſhort and faithful 
Relation of their Policy, Connſels, Magiſtrates, 
and Laws, a thing that few have hitherto 
attempted, and thoſe that have, have done 
it but ſuperficially. So that if (the Subject be 
not, I may fay without Arrogance, the man- 
ner of my Deſcription is new And yet that 
15not the only thing I pretend ſhall Tecom- 
mend it, the goodneſs of my Materials and 
Authority may do as well, which were the 
Letters, Memoirer, and Relation of Embaſ- 
ſadors communicated to mez The ancient 
Anzals of this Republick, out of which TI have 
extracted all the Examples and Aftions that 
I report, eſpecially the inſtructions which I 
had opportunity to take from the Fountamn 
it ſelf, having had the honor to be imptoy'd 
| A 4 n 


| Suppoſe by the very Title of my Book, 
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in the Freech Embaſſy to Venice, which is the 
true reaſon why I undertook this Work, that 
otherwiſe would not have fallen into my 
+ thoughts. I do not coubt but Criticks will 
find many faults, ſome in my Deſign, ſome 
in my Language, ſome in my Judgment, and 
ſome in my Arguments. Ler them judg of 
it as they pleaſe, I ſhould have enough to dg#- 
to anſwer them, and be ſure to lofe my Cauſ: WY, 
ſhould I contend with a people who profels 
\ to deſpiſe and decry every thing that they 
calvyy is write not themſelves. I ſhall only ſay to 
—_— themas ©wintilian did of Caluzs, That my 
he. "1 mind was to have done better, but my parts 
velwntatey and faculties would not anſwer to the great- 
941 :/a!5- nels of my Deſire My comfort is, That be- 
Cultizs de- ing the hiſt Freachman who has writ of this 
os Goverument , | may | hope- that reaſonable 
a virs perſons will excuſe my Work the more rea- 
&:fuife, dily, becauſe the firſt of eyery thing is im- 
perfet and it hojds inthe gperations of the 
mind, as well as the produQions of Nature. 
+ Befides, who knows but the' roughneſs and 
uneyenneſs of this Book, may provoke ſome 
more able and dextrous Pen, to exhibit what 

{ ſhall be more regular and exa@. 

However, the chicf obj<& of my Pains, 
and the only recompence I expeCt , being 
your Approbaticn, I hope you will allow me 
{ome Ittle time to recount the order and 
conrexion of this Hiſtory which T preſent ta 
y aur peru{:), | Cp opt 
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"]_ have begun my. Deſcription. with the 
Grand Council, which in my own opinion is 
the unpleaſanteſt part. of the Book. This 
Method will make fome-. people: ſay ( and 
methinks I, hear them already ) that I am 
11 skill'd in the Art of Writing, to bring the 
Reader at firſt daſh among Briars and Thorns, 


whereas I ſhould 1ather haye diſplay'd my 
Roſes. and Flowers., to have invited him 


farther, and inveigled him into- an eſteem 
of it. To thisI anſwer, The Grand Connect 
being the ſource of all.the other Conncilsand 
Magiſtratesy Iicould not proceed otherwiſe 
without being prepoſterous, - and pervyertin 
the natural order of 'my. Subject. | 
Beſides, if the marter be thorny: in it ſelf, 
Ir ought not'to be imputed to-me, who had 
not theltberty of my .choice.. And 1f it be ob- 
;cted, that. I might have omitted the per- 
plexities of their EleFions and Ballotings mn 
the Grand Conncil : | reply, what have done 
was no- more than- neceflary to*'make my 
V'Vork. compleat, and'to ſatisfie thecurioſi- 
ty of the Reader, For as Frexchmer. have 


11 their 'paflage through Yepzce, many times 


defir'd to be admitted into the Grand Conn 
cil, to ſee their way of Balloting, fo I doubt 
not but there are ſome of them will: be glad 
toread, what they have ſeen but confus'dly, . 
and' perhaps will commend the pains I have 
taken to clear them. In which I have imitated ! 
ſeveral great Authors, who baye youchſaf 'd 
= . $24 t: fe; 
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us whole volumes for explication of the Cg- 
mitia in the Commonwealth of Romez 
whereas I have comprehended all Yenetian 
Courts in three or four pages, that to read ; 
them might not be troubleſom. But' 1n 
ſhort, if that place diſpleaſes any one, he 
may without much trouble skip it over, and 
paſs to that which is more delightful. 

' T have treated at Jarge of the Senat, be- 
cauſe being the Nobleſt, and moſt excellent 
part of the State, I thought it but reaſan- 
able to proportion it to its Subje&, and 
make it the chief part of my Book : On the 
contrary, I have not detain'd my ſelf long * 
upon the Coledg, becauſe I look*d upon it as 
it were an Antichamber to the Serat. 

Having ſpoken of their Councils 1n General, 
F proceed to the Magiſtrates of which it 1s 
Compos'd, beginning with the Duke as chief, 
and continuing with the reſt according ro 
the dignity and importanceof their imploy- 
ments. [T have given ſome little particular 
touches of the Doge, the Procurators of Saint 
Mark, and the Decemwirz, called by them 
the Conncil of Ten. Not ſo much becauſe 
they are the Chief Magiſtrates of the Towns 
as becauſe the Matter, however curious and 
wy rms has not hitherto been well hand- 
ed. 

All that have givenus Relations of Yenice, 
tell us, that the D#ke has no more Authority 
than another Senator, and that he is ſubje&t 

| __ 
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to the Laws. That the Council of Ter js a 
great Tribunal, where all the Nobility, and 
MalefaCtors againſt the State, are judged 
in an-extraordinary way : This every body 
knows before , and there needs no more 
Books to conyince- us. But to ſhow how 
the Yeretians comport with their Duke; in 
what his Grandeur, his Office, . his Obliga- 
tions confiſt 5 of what Age, of what Humour, 
of what:Genius he ought to be, are things 
which in my judgment deſerve to: be writ, 
as .compleating our knowledg of their Go- ' 
vernment. For the ſame reaion I have en- 
deavoured to draw the Conncil of Tentothe 
life, ſuppoſing my . draft may be the more 
grateful > becauſe in jt you may fee all 
the fine- ſtrokes, all the fubtil Maxims, 
all the cloſe and conceal'd Myſteries of their 


Government. AndlI donot tear that any will ponizs- 
accuſe me of animoſity or bitterneſs I Fionis Ate 


the Yeretians ( whom I have no rea 
hate.) ſeeing T haveſaid nothing an them but 
from every good Memoires, their own pro» 
pr Hens ſeveral Exzbaſſadors, and the 
Publick reputation, which certainty will be 
enough to juſtifie mine, Moreoyer the Coxe- 
monwealth of Venice, Nike other Nations, 
being made up cf. good and bad, I have not 
ſuppreſsd or leſſen'd the hongur of their 
Ations where they accur'd in my Diſcourſe. 
IF I have cornpard fomtimes the Magi- 

{trates of Fezice 19 the Magiſtrates of port | 

| an 
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hs FR 

and Romey it was not by the way 'of Ornas 
menttomy Hiſtory (which perhaps may be . 
waging) burto ſhow what the Republick, of 
Venice. has taken from two other 'entinent 
Commonweatths, and with what good ſuc- 
ceſs they have uſted itz an Argument of 
their profound Wiſdom and Prudence 7 Be- 
fides, theſe ſort of 'compariſons inftrutt, and 
entertam the mind of the Reader, eſpectal- 
ly if he be French, whoſe humour it is ro 
learn many things at a time. Moreover in 
that T have imitated an excellent Hiſtorian, 
who m the ſame manner has made Parallels 
betwixt the Carthaginians and the Romans, 
and betwixt thefe and other Nations, but 
with this difference, that his Deſcription 
contains whole Pages, and mine (except my 
compariſon of the Doge with the King of 
Sparta, and the Fphori with the Council of 
Ter) 15 compriz'din three words. 

My language is neither affe&ted, nor care- 
leſs, but betwixt both, neither great con- 
{traint on the one ſide, nor great [iberty on 
the other. Andif Thave not pick'dmy words 
in ſome'places, it has been to preſerve the 
clicacy of the Senſe, which elegant and' mo- 
diſhPhraſeswould not haye render'd ſo entire; 
for I have more reſpe&to a good thought, 


than a good word, tothe elegancy of things 
than the elegance of phraſes, which is the 
proper work of a Grammarian. 


fubjetlike mine, 


t Again, A 
requires more gravity and 
__ dolidity, 


ſolidity; than . polliſh 'and ſmartne 

therefore the Yenetians deride | 

fet to ſpeak in their Scat, either in the' 

Roman or Tuſcan Dialeft. Moreover 1. 
ſhould be very glad, and think I came off _ -— 
very well, if nothing be laid to my charge 7. 


but ill Choice, or ill placing of my words, -- 
This is all;kind Reader; I have to ſay,for s 
my (ef, and my hope is, your Moderation 
will make it more effectual;; than it would 
otherwiſe be. FA EATY 
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The Government | 


V E N 1 C E- 


EF: Wrice the Hiſtor) of the Gears md Wm -* 
nice ,, Without contradiction, in--its kind, -the * " 
deſt i in all'Exrope; as being a true Copy of the - , *. 2 
; ancient Republicks in. Greece, and as it Were ..- Ws 
an Amaſs, or Collection of all their moſt excellent « 
Laws. Some Authors have handled this $ubje&t 
before me, among which Cardinal Contar/n, Sar- 2 
ſovin, and Tammorts were the chief, Bnt'all three . - . #3 
of them have given us no more than @ bare de- : 
ſcription 'of the, Magiſtrates and Tribanals in Her 
nice z and ſo far haye they been from ſounding the ' 
myſtery of that Governwent,that they would not'fo | 
much as touch it by the by,.in reſpect of ſome pri- 
vate 'intereſts of they own. Wherefore I undery- 
take this Relation, out of an opinion it may ſatisfy 
ſober men by the importance and variety af-4ts 
matter,in which ſomething poſlibly may be found, 
that being new. wyll have at leaſt its noveley i 
recommend it; b 
'To begin with Order; It ren to-me convenient - _ | p. 
to premiſe ſomething about the ſeveral States and . . 52 
Conditions cthrovgh which this Repralzdh has paſt <—"* 
ligee- its it hr which will be, -as/it were, _ a 
anEpyraine of the whole Hiſtory, __T -o 
Scheme or Ground-plot [0 my; Work! - 


210 B « "antes 


7 » Y 
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2 Che Government of Venice. 
Venice has often chang'd the form of her &s- 
vernment, Her firſt Government was by Conſul, 

but that laſted not long : Her next was by. Tr- 
bunes, annually choſen by the people of each ſte, 


which in thoſe days made a ſeparate Common- | 


wealth, not much unlike the Cantons in Switzer- 


land, or the United Provinces in the Low-Conun- + 
zreys ; and to thoſe Tribwnes it is that Caſſiodorns _ 


addrefſes his Letters with this Superſcription, 
Tribunis Maritimorum. Put becapſe their Ma- 
* Cum Tri-Liſfrates many times diſagreed, and the Lombaras * 
buni inſu- took advantage of their diſſentions, whilſt they 


larum fib:}gft their time in conteſting among themſelves : 
aNVi- | 


moor cy to make experiment of a ſingle perſon ; and 


ent, Lon- to that end, creating a Dxke, they transferr'd upon 
gobardi him their Soveraign Authcrity,which they had ey- 
a +. Joyed for 270 years. Nevertheleſs, being quickly 
eorum fi- Weary of their Dukes, they aboliſhed the very 
nes pluries name and dignity in the perſon of the third Dxke, 
nv4ſc= who abuſed his Power; and in their place ſubſtitu- 
Dandot, 3d a Military Tribwne, called in their ancient An- 
Ann. nals Magiſter Militam, by corruption Maſtromiles, 
whoſe Office was annual. This form was laid aſide 

in the fifth year after its inſtitution, Fabricio Zianti, 

the laſt of that quality, having made himſelf odi- 

ous to the People, who at that time were very 

hard to be pleaſed ; infomuch that theſe 7/landers 
regrating the depoſal of their firſt Dukes, by com- 

paring them with their preſent Tribwnes ; by com- 

mon conſent reviv'd the Dxca! Authority, and ad- 

vanc'd Theodate, Son of their laſt Prince, t6 the 

Throne. 7 154+ 9) 

From this EleCtion in the year 742, to the year 

1173, there were 34 Dkes ſucceſſively ; who g0- 

vernd the 1ſies with an Authority ſo abſoluteythat 


it 15 not to be admired if there were ſo 'many Res .. 
- b _ WE volts 


The people wearicd with their delays, took a fan- 


OC at a hw © . 


volts and Confpiracies againſt them ; ſome of them 
having been $d, ſome having had their cyes 
put out, and others moſt cruelly maffacred, 

After the death of Yiral Michiel; the ſecond 
of that name, ſlam upon Exſter-day, 1173, the Peo- 
ple bemg weary of the long Dominion of their 
Dukes, reaſſum'd the Government ; * yet for more * 4b unius 
reputation to their affairs, they continued to elect domina- 
a Prince, but with ſuch manacles and reſtrictions, "we ad 
that they left him ſcarce any thing bur the Titleggq;. 
and Precedence. All was \managed by the Grand + Princips 
Council, which was compoſed of 470 Cirizens orbum po- 
nam'd by 12 Eledtors, ſelected our of the ſix Quar- Pr ee 
ters of the Town, called by them 'Seftieri: Theſe rar 
470 were changed annually every Michaelmas-day, f.B. Con- 
that all perſons might have their ſhare in theirrarin Hf. 
curns. This method continued to the time off***'- '-7- 
Dake Peter Grandenique the Second, who reform'd 
the Grand Comncil in the year 1298, by impoſing 
upon the Drarenty * Criminal a new Law to this* See Q/4s 
- purpoſe : That all thoſe who were of the GrandT ro, in 
Comncil that year, or had been of it in the four pre- wad egy 
cedent years, ſhould continue fo, and their children 
after them in perpetunm, if they were able to ob- 
tain twelve voices in the Dwarenty ; and that all 
the reſt of what quality foever, whether of the 
Populace or Nobles, (for they call thoſe Nobles 
which were deſcended from the ancient Tribznes) 
ſhould be for ever excluded from the Civil admi- 
niſtration. Inſomuch thar the ſaid Decree having 
been propoſed in the Grand Comncil by Leonard 
Bembe, and Mark. Badoer, in the name of the .Dua- 
renty, and received by plurality of voices, the So- 
veraignty was transferr'd from the People to the 
Nobles. This change (as is common in all revolu- 


| rions'of Srare,) produc'd the famous Conſpiracy of 


che" Rarins, the Trepoles, and other ancient and 
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conſiderable Families, who were. excluded either 
totally or- in part'; for ſeveral of them. were di+ 
vided betwixt ſervitude and liberty : witneſs the 
Nani, the Navagiers, the Treviſans, and the Paſ- 
qualiques,who in conſequence of this Decree found 
their Families mingled with the People and the 
Nobles, with Maſters and Servants 3 upon which 
the .2»irins did eagerly complain, That this Re- 
formation cut the knot of Amity and Concord. be- 
twixt all the great Families in Yenice, and would 
endanger the kindling a Civil War. But their mur- 
murs were in vain ; and the enterprize of Marin 
Bocconi to break open the doors of the Grand 
Coxncil, and there to aſlaſinate the Dake, had no 
other ſucceſs but his own Execution, and the ruine 
of his party. 
In the mean time the new Government, that was 
as yet but an Oligarchy, grew up by degrees to an 
* Sce Ari- abſolute * Ariſtocracy, by addition of ſeveral l- 
Joey "1 Juſtrious Families that had been excluded by lot, 
1} and by eſtabliſhing the Council of Ten to imprint 
reſpect and obedience in the hearts of the People; 
who, when they are in no awe themſelves, are ever 
to be feard. So that it may juſtly be ſaid, the 
Common-wealth of Venice began by Prince Peter 
Grandenique, becauſe it was he who in ſpight of all 
difficulties, by his own courage and addreſs,wreſtcd 
it out of the hands of the common People, to give 
it that excellent form which it retains to this day. 


Tart « molis erat Venetorum condere gente, 


SO then Venice was gaverned by Conſe: and-Trie 
bunes in its jane, which laſted 270 years, diring 


which time ſhe kept her ſelf within her” 1laxds, as 
within her Cradle,” She paſt her Childhood under 
37 SOVETaign Dwkes, that is to fay, from Laces 

| x 


he 


' 

55 
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| Hnafeſtus, to Sebaſtian Ziani: This comprehended 
75 years part of which time the employed in 

ars againſt her neighbours,and part in extending 
her Conqueſts to greater diſtance, as ſhe found her 
Power increaſe. - The Popalace having\ reſcued 
themſelves from- the Tutelage of their Dukes, un- 
derto9ok the Conduct of her Yozth, from 1173 to - 
T7298 ; which was effeftually robuſt and vigorous, 
but difturb'd and agitated (as happens frequently 
In that age) with many dangerous paroxiſins both 
of-Wars and Revolts.. Her F:r:lity begarr under the 
Nobles 1298, and laſted from the reformation of 
the Government, which they called, 71 ſerrar di 
Confi9lio, where the Democr acy ended, till the war 
of the League of -Cambray 1509, which, to ſpeak 
properly, was the beginning of her Old-age. Be it 
how it will, Yenzce has this advantage, ſhe has main- 
rain'd her ſelf longer than all the famous Republicks 
of the Ancients. The Commonwealth of Sparta 
laſted but 70o years : Athens, Thebes, and Rhodes 
foſt their liberty ſeveral times : Cor:urh continued 
not long in that form : and Rome, the moſt illuſtri- 
ous of them all, had much ado to preſerve it ſelf 
free goo years together ; a ſtrong prefumprion of 
The 'excellence of the YVenetian Common-wealth, 
whoſe preſent State and Condition is the only thing 
I defign to repreſent in this Book. 

There are. three principal Comncils in Venice ; that 
is to fay, the Grand Council, which comprehends 
the whole body of the Nobles : the Pregads, which 
is the Senate ; and the Colledg where Embaſſadors 
have their audience. I do not reckon among them 
the Coxncil of Ten, becauſe it is only a Tribunal in- 
Kitared for the trial of matters againſt the State. 
In all theſe Councils the ' Seigniory (which is a kind 
of Septemvirate, conſiſting of the Dake and fix 


Comuncellors , and called i! Configlietto, being an 
B 3 abridg- 
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abridgment of the reſt) preſides : ſo that the 
Seigniory is as it were the Head of that Repwblick 
of which the Duke is the Moxth, becauſe it is his 
office to give anſwer to the Embaſſadors. The 
Conncellors are the Ey:s and the Ears, it being their 
buſineſs to peruſe all Letters directed to the Senat z 
all Memorials, or Requeſts, preſented ro the Col- 
ledg ; and to hear all forreign Miniſters, all Depu» 
ties of Towns, or whatever other perſons are em- 
ployed in any negotiations with the publick. The 
Colledgisas it were the neck of this body Politick y 
by which, as by a Pipe, all affairs paſs to the Pre- 
gadi, which may be called the Sromack,, or Belly, 
as containing all the parts of that Government,and 
deriving all its nouriſhment to it. The private May 
giftrates are as it were the Nerves and Bones that 
move and ſuſtain it ; and the Council of Ten are the 
ligaments, hindring the parts from unknitting, and 
preventing any violent motion from putting them 
out of their natural place. s 


But the Grand Comncil being the baſis and foun- 
dation of this Rep»blick; it ſeems to me moſt-pro- 
per to begin my deſcription with a particular of 
that, its Juriſdiction, and all its Eflential parts: 
which I hall endeavour to do with as much me- 
thod, clearneſs and brevity, as is poſſible. | 
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THE 
FIRST PART. 
Of the Grand. Council 


T He Grand Council is a General Aſſembly of 


— 


the Nobles, which meets on Szndays and 
Holydays for the Eleftion of J1agiſtrates. 
It is called the Grand Comncil, becauſe it compre- 
hends all the reſt ; and therefore when that'is held, 
the reſt do ceaſe on courſe, as formerly all the 
Courts .in Kome did during their Comitia ; and the 
reaſon why Sundays and Mblj-aays are choſen for 
the meeting of the Grand Comncil; is, that + other 
days might be left free for other Courts; without 
interruption to the courſe of atfairs. 
In Summer-time the Grand Council meets in the 
morning, and fits from eight of the clock till noon. 
In Winter they meet after dinner, and fit tjl] Sun- 
ſet. Their Seſſion in the morning begins in- Aprsl, 
and ends at All-Saints ; at which time begins their 
meeting in the after-noon. A) 5/0, 
Their Eleftion of Magiſtrates is in this manner. The form 
The Chancellor. having read in the Afſembly a Me- of their 
morial of what Offices are vacant; and the Avoga- br on 
dors, * the chief of the Conncil of. Ten, and the gr 
Cenſors, having fworn to obſerve the Orders of* See.rhe 4 
the Council ; the Nobls draw lots to. becomeRemarkss; 
Electors. The Electors (who are always 36; and 
make four Mains as they call them; or ſeparate 
25404 B 4 Batids) 


FE 


The Goveriifitht of Driviee. — «© 
Bands) do each of them name a Competitor,which 
is baloted afterwards by one Main of the Elettors, 
To underſtand it the berter,you muſt know there 
are three Urns raiſed above the ordinary height of 
2 man. to the end that no body might look into 
them. One of theſe Urzs is placed before the 
Duke, the other two at the ends of the Table ; 
ind three Councelors are appointed to look to 
each of them. | | 
Into the Urys.on the right and left hand are put 
as many little white, Bouls as there are Nobles in 
the Council ; that-is to-fay, ſixty all gilt, thing for 
each Urn. Into the Urn m the middle are put ſiftty, 
26 oilt, and 24 white. The'Nobles come up two 
by two, one on cach- ſide, and draw by turns : If 
the Boul be white, they throw it into a little box 
ander the Urn, and return to their place as nothi 
had been done. If the Bowl be gilt, it is preſent 
to the Councelfors belonging to the Urn ont of 
which it was taken. From thence. they proceed 
to the Urn in the middle, out of which, if th 
draw a white Bowl, they are pſo fatto excluded 
but if it be their fortune to light upon a gilt Bowl, 
they are receivedfor Ele@tors of the firſt 2ain : 
afrer which they remove to a Bench placed before 
the Duke's Throne, where they fir down. with 
their faces towards the D#ke, that no man may 
have opportunity by making ſigns to recortimend 
himſelf to them; and having done this, they are 
proclaim'd aloud by one of the Secretaries of the 
Council. If iti the firſt Main the lot falls'to two 
Nobles 'of the fame Family, the fecond is reſerv'd 
for the {&ohd Fain; ind all the Genriemen's 
that Houſe retire ofit of the Coutal, the Law-ex- _ 
clading them thar day, . becauſe there carinotbe in 


the thirty ſix above two Eledtors of ohe Farnily; 0 
So that every Main conſiſts of nite Gentlemen of 
mdifferent Families. The 


The firſt Mai» Bei raving Ste ; 
to the youngeſt of tlicni' a Note bf what Offices 
are tobe ſupplied, and. imma bfts them \ uk 'of rhis 
Council” into von Charnbey om. te 
canfes them to draw *by "Onr be" 7 Veſſel 
which contains nine Bows, mark'C ea 

with a figure from 1 r6'9, which, aifers tb the 
Magiſtrates to be nam'd * : fo that the” Nobſeman 
who draws the fignre 1, names a ' or * fot 
the firſt Office, and. f6. of the reft,” Every Com- 
petiror is baloted, or choſen by lojs afterwards by 
this 2fain ; and if He tiks tw" of "the Suf- 
frages, he carries the phace : wWhettds: if he” has 
not two thirds, he who nam'd hitnmuſt ;propoſe 
another, till he pitches upon one Who paſſes ; 

then the Secretary writes the nate vality of 
the perſon ſo nam'd, under the nor, of the vacant 
Office for which he is Competitor, And the fart 
1s obſerv'd in the orher Mecue: ms here it Is 
be obſerv'd, that all fout of the. Maing 46 natt) 
perſons for. every Office, and ſb | to cach Office 
chere are fgyr ſeveral pretenders. 

After. the titors 8 concluded, The. Ele. 
ctors' withdraw, unleſs rhey be Convertor, Sage- 
grands, Members of the Council of Ten, , Foogaders, 
or Ceuſors, who have priviledg,to feturh a 
to:the Council to juſtify their Eledtioh.” A foi 
Secretaries of the reſpeftive Mains "Jeliver the 
Note of Competitors, to the Chancef! Cer | "Who 
reads them aloud to the Table; tro th Fa if may _ 
appear, if among them there be any in divieto, tha 
is, Excluded by the Law, After. this he 
tliem | in a ſhort ſpeech to poſtpone their om | 
animoſities to the 'g00d of their. Lou "a 70, 
not. prefer their ;alicos to their duty. In rg wa 
EN Chime the Competitors for the firſt Off Office de- - 


part the Council, 'With all their Kindred, who are -** 


nor 


The. Government of Venice. = © 
not allowed their ſuffrages by reaſon of rheir rela- 
tion. This done, certain children called Baloring 
are appointed to receive the Balls in two Boſſols op 
boxes ; one white to ſignify excluſion, the other 
red to ſignify admiſſion , by pronouncing the name 
of the Competitor. ©4300 
The balls made of white ſtuff very ſinall, are 
put into the white or the gfeen box thorow a 
common mouth ; ſo that no -man need fear the 
eyes of another, becauſe no man can ſee where 
they are put ; and thoſe who have given excluſion 
may ſwear truly according to their uſual oath, 
Caro Signor Tho ſerviſa, ſi "da ſervitor, vero; The 
balls being taken out, are carried to the Councel- 
lors to be counted ; and the Competitor who has 
.moſt of them carries the Office. 
© Aﬀeer this the Chancellor mentions the next Va- 
cancy ; and the perſons propos'd, who immediately 
retire out of the Council with all their relations , 
the firſt being, adniitted into the Council to cleck 
theſe; and this is called Render 1 partito, becauſe 
they render what was borrowed : and 'tis the ſame 
with the reſt. , | 
_ Tf it happens that none of the Competitors for 
any of the Offices has more than half the balls, the 
place is to. remain void till another Sefſion; but 
the Competitors ſhall not be the ſame again, þe- 
caule the lots will hardly give them the ſame Ele- 
Ctors. Again, if any of the Competitors ſhould 
— be left to be drawn after Sun-ſet, he loſes abſo- 
ik bj lutely liis right ; for as it is not permitted to draw, 
lem, aus - 29 indeed. any thing elſe in the Grand Conncz/ at 
po#t ejus Yenice (nd more than it was formerly at Rome to 
occaſum, deliberate * in the Senat) after Sun-ſet;ſo whatever 
my mr | then done being thereby aCtually void, the nomi- 
irricum ation of thar perſon becotnes utrerly uſeleſs. And 
eft.Varco: If of the four Cotnpccitors three be in arvieto, 
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the fourth who remains cannor be choſen for wans 
of a Competitor. But on the contrary, if all the 
Mans concur in the Election of one perſon, (as ir 
falls out ſometimes,) he muſt be choſen, becauſe 
he was Competitor to himſelf. And the ſame rufe 
holds for thoſe who are nam'd by .two Mains, 
which is intimated by the Chancellor in his 'pro- 
claiming the Competitors. 

In the Eleftion of 'the Doge, their form is quite 
different ; and 1 ſhall give it in as few words as are 
poſſible. Os 7 = *;1(L 

All the NVobles paſt 30 years of age being mer 
in the Palace of St. Mark, as many little bowls 


the Seigniory, among (24 of the white; and rhe-nine 
Gentlemen to whom the gilt bowls come, are Ele- 
tors for 40 others, all of different Families , 
among whom they have liberty to-comprehend 


themſelves. By lot they are reduced to twelve,” 


which twelve chooſe 25 others ; the firſt chooſes 
three, the other eleven two a-piece. Theſe 25 
drawing by lot as the 12, are reducd to 9, who 
have the-nomination of 4F ; that is to ſay, each 


of them names five. The. 45 are by lot\reduc'd 


to. eleven, and they again-chooſe 41, which are 
the laſt and principal Electors of the Dake, after 
they ' have been confirm'd, by the Grand Comncil, 
"Nor is it without reaſon the Yenetians have eſta- 
bliſhed this unuſual form of EleRion ; for by theſe 
variations, and diverſity of -Eleftors, it is, that all 
private. ambitions are defeated : becauſe all de- 
pending upon the choice of thoſe: who. are fa- 
voured - by lot, (which no 'man can, force) all 
their plors and -ſtratagems are ineffectual. Be- 


ſides, it is a way of contenting . moſt of the 
w chicf 


The form -- 
are put into an Urs as there are Gentlemen pre- Ning | 
ſent ; 3o of which bowls are gilt. Thoſe to whoſe their 


lot they fall, preſent| nine of the gilt bowls before Doge- 
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73 * The Government of Denice. 'N 

ehief Firnilies by the ſhare they have in the le 

Rion.- + | 

' Anciently the Dakes of Uenice were choſen by 

» 14es the acdamation of the * People ; bur that way of 

primum Eleftion being confus'd and tumultaous, they cſta- 

populi ac- Wlſh'd another after the death of Vital Michieh 

clamati- the ſeeond'; whoſe ſucceſſor was nam'd by elevenF 

oe _ Electors, whoſe number was advanc'd to 40 n the 

Bern. following interregnum, and 60 years after fix'd in 

Juſtin. A4#, to avoid the difficulty which ſometimes hap- 

+ Primus ned of having their voices equal. Which cuſtony 

Sebaſt. hasbeenobſerv'd ſince the time of Duke Marine 

yr Moreſin to this day ; only with this difference, 

pes 2ft that if his days'it was ſufficient to have 2x voices 

creatus, to be'efted Duke ; and at preſent there are 2x 
Idcm. required at the leaſt. | COLT 

Tn-the 'Elettion of Magiſtrates there are' no 

doubtful. voices, becanſe they have t60 much 

choic&amons the Competitars,to be indonbrt what 

is to be done : but yet in their Balotinps certain 

rules are obſerved, as alſo in their Criminal Judg- 

ments,” where the doubtfhÞ-voices are allowed ro 

the weaker party. For example, -If 6ne of the 

Nobles, againit whom-proceſs is form'd, has fewer 

voices in the Baloting than his accuſers ; the' AVow- 

ſmeere (for fo-it is they call the doubtful voices) 

are reckond to him, with which adddition; if yet 

his number be found inferior to his adverſary, the 

Nobfe is condemn'd : On the contrary, he is dif- 

charg'd, if the adverſe party, with the addition of 

the Von-ſincere voices, has fewer than he. But if 

he be not clear'd without the addition of the Now- 

Jmeere voices, the Baloting begins again; and " con- 

rmues tif] either the one or the other has' more 

than a moiety of the 'Yea's or the No's : for the 

Non-fmeere voices ſerve only ro ſuſpend Jadginent, 

as the Code'of Yenice tells us ; Non ſaciunt fudb- 
er9mn, ſed illud impodinunt Further- 


Furthermore, there are great abuſes in the, Ele- 
ftions and Judgments of this Council, -in which 
all things are carried according to the caprice or 
ignorance of the young Gentlemen, of which it is 
full. Hence it was, that the Senator ohn Sagr 
ſaid well in his Oration for Gexeral Morojini; that 
it was not to be admir'd if the plurality of voices 
went at firſt for the Avogador Correr the accuſer, 
among ſuch a number of young men, who receive 
blindly the firſt impreſſions, and ſuffer themſclyes 
to .be carried away like the Tide: 'tis the very 
word he uſed after he had compared the Grand 
Conncil to a tempeſtuous Sea. From whence we 
may judg, whether the Government has done wiſe» 
ly to allow the Nebles deliberative voices front 
the firſt day of their entrance into the: Council 
whereas formerly they were novices for two years 
before they were admitted to the lots. 

Selling of voices is another great miſchief, the 
rich buying the ſuffrages of the poor, whereby 
they make themſelves ſlaves to their equals. Tis 
true, it may. be objected that kind of trade keeps 
up. the correſpondence .and concord betwixt the 
one and the other ; but whether that be ſo or not, 
it is an abuſe that draws many inconveniences { 
along with it. Anciently this bartering, and amy | 
bition of Office was forbidden ; now there is no- 
thing more frequent among them, and the * Bre- * gee the 
glio is a. publick Fair licenſed by the corruption of Remarks- 
the times, where all Offices are to be ſold. 

The Law permits not any of the Nobles to fit 
m the Grad Comnncil before they be 25 years of 
age ; but the Sergniory admits every year a cer- 
tain number which they call the Barberms : and 
this they do by lots, to avoid the envy /and dif 
content of the pretenders,. who thereby. have- no 
reaſor-to-complain, or be diſſatisfied, when forrung 
: 4 ; IS 
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__ The Government of Venice. 
is not ſo favourable to them as to che reft. Their 
method'is thus. 

On the third of December the pretenders pre- 
ſent themfelves to the Avogadors to. certify their 
age, which muſt be full rwenty years; as alf 
that they are legitimately deſcended from Noble 
Venetians, Having fatisfied them in that, the Clerk 
of the Avogadory gives them Atteſtations ſ1gn'd by 
that Office, which Atreſtarion they carry to the 
Secretary of the 2varenty Criminal, who all put 
their names to ſo many ſeveral Notes. 

The next morning the ſaid Secretary preſents 
the Notes to the Colledg,where there are two Urns 
plac'd before the Duke ; in one of which ſo many 
Copper-bowls are put, as there are pretenders : 
but Jet their number be what it will, there are 
never more of the bowls gilt than 3. In the 
other Urn are put the Notes, which the Duke 
draws out one by one ; and delivering them to 
the Secretary, cauſes him to read the name pub- 
lickly ; and then the Balotin, who is a child, takes 
a bow! out of the other Vr# for the Gentleman 
whoſe name is proclaim'd ; and if he lights upon 
a gilt-bowl he is admitted of the Grand Council ; 
but if his bowl be white he is excluded: ard ſo 
with the reſt. : 

Sometimes the Seignicry diſpences with the 
age of their Nobles, in recompence of the ſervice 
of their Fathers, Brothers, or other Relations. 
Sometimes they ſell thoſe Diſpenſations, (as they 
did during the war in Canay,) and the money they 
receive for them'is called ;/ depoſit Tt Configlio, 


the depefiram of the Counci]. | 
And here it is to be obſerved, The Nobles are 
not of the body of the Republick but fromthe _ 
day of their admiſſion into the Grand Conncil 
which for them is a kind of. ſecond Nativity, ſee- 
ing 


"+ 
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ing it gives them poſleſſion of a Civil life, and 
makes them members of the State ; whereas be- 
fore they were members only of their own Fa- 
milies. * | »,* Antehboo+ 

Thoſe who are pretenders to the dignity of the domus 
Nobles, preſent a Petition, in which they ſer forth 2475 v*- 
cheir reaſons; and then go ſeven oreight tines to,172. 
the gate of Palais St, Mark, as Clients de to the publice, 
Gates of their Judges, to recommend themſelves Tac. Ger, 
to the Gentlemen in their pafſage to the Councl]. 
If theſe pretenders have more than a molerty of 
ſuttrages in their Baloting, they are recfived as 
Nobles, otherwiſe they are excluded. Burt if the 
voices be divided, (which is called at FYenice, Im- 
pattar,) the buſineſs is pur off to andther Seſſion : 
or if there happens a Patra, or any other difficulty 
in reſpect of the Non-ſncere, (which are uſed _like- 
wiſe in theſe Balotirgs,) all is referr'd to a third 
and laſt Council ; for one and the fame buſineſs 
cannot be protracted above three Seiſions. . . 

The Procarators of St. Mark are exchuded the 
Grand Comncil by reaſon of their dignity, which 
being the moſt erftinent in that State next to the 
Dacal, is the cauſe they have no paſſive voice in 
the Council; that is to ſay, there is no Office to 
which they can pretend, till the Tnterregnam, in 
which they are in ele&ion to be Dwkes. It is 
the Law in Yenice, that the Nobles which have no 
paſſive voice in the Councils, can have no active 
voice there. But when the Procyrators are Sage- 
Grands, which is a dignity in the nomination of 
the Senat, they are admitted to the Grand Toun- 
cil as Sage-Grands, not as Procurators. | 
- Some are of opinion the reaſon of this exclu-Jannor- 4e 
fion is, becauſe theſe Lords are oblig'd to watch 5%, *., 
as Guards of the Palace, and of the place Sr.Mark , in deſer. * 
during the Scfſion of the Grand Conncit; that it4#en, 

s., , in 


in-the mean, time any P on 1n0uk 
ariſe, there might be perſons of Authority ready 
to ſupprels it, | 7: 
But though the Grand Conncil comprehend 
the - whole body of the Nobles, it has not the 
whole authority. of the State ; for the rights of 
| Majeſty. are Weg betwixt the Council and the 
Senat, The firi bas Authority to make Laws, of 
- aboliſh them, to cle&t Magiſtrates, and other ins 
ferior Councils ; as, formerly that in Rozze was it 
ferior to the People, according to that anciefit ſay- 
ing, Auttoritas in Senatu, poteſias in Populs. The 
ſecond has power of making War and Peace, 
Leagues and Truces ; to lay Lmpoſts and Taxes ups 
on the People: to put the value upon money, 
with the abſolute diſpoſition of the Treaſury. It 
diſpoſes of all military Commands both at Land 
and; Sea ; and all temporary Offices, called by 
them Carizche a tempo, created only upon emergety 
cy. It ſends Succors to their Allies, names Emy 
baſſadors, Reſidents, Secretaries of their Embaſ- 
ſies, wha depend wholly upon it, and are recall, 
continued, corrected, or rewared as it pleaſes, 
So that the rights of Majeſty being equally _divi- 
ded betwixt the Grand Comncil, which conſiſts of 
all the Nobles, and the Senat, which is a ſelect 
uy the Republick of Venice may be ſaid to 
almoſt an 4r:ſto-Demecracy, like that in Sparts 
after the inſtirution of the Ephor; ; and that ig 
Rome, when the Authority was divided betwixt 
the People and the Senate, who made diſtin and 
ſeparate Laws ; the firſt the Plebiſeira, the ſecond 
the Senarxs-conſulta ; though to take it in ſtrict» 
nels, it is a pure riſtecracy, ſeeing the Duke has 
no abſolute power, and the People no part in the 
publick adminiſtration. Sometimes there have 
been conteſts about Juriſdiftion betwixt the Grand 
| Conn: - 


\ 
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ce: 
Conncil and the Senat ; as it hapned in the affair 
of General AMorofn:, where -rthe 'Senat .nam'd an 
Inquiſitor to inform againſt the ſaid Gentleman, 
though the Grand Conncil pretended to name him: 
Bur beſides that theſe differences are rare, they 
end always without noiſe or confuſion. 

It is in the Grand Comncil the Nobles play all 
their pranks, and exerciſe all their private ani- 
moſities, to exclude their adverſaries from Ot- 
fice, without the leaſt regard to their merit. There 
it is they pretend to do.all by.Lots ; but it s.not 
with little 'balls of white ſtuff, but with large pre- 

ſents quite contrary to their promiſes, 
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In a Monarchy 'tis ſufficient if we pleaſe ourSce the 


Prince ; in a Republick we muſt pleaſe bi; 
dy, which is the more difficult, it not impoflible ; 
becauſe Birth, Fortune, Honour, and even {nt 
it ſelf 1s enough to create a man enemies, unleſs 


he manage with more than ordinary prudence. | 


Nobilitas, opes, omiſſi, geſtiqz honores pro crimine,, 
& ob virtates certiſſimum exitium, Tacit. Hiſt. I. 
So that Nobleman was not ill-yers'd in their Po- 
licies, who ſaid,that he made no difference betwixt 
the Noble Venictians ; ; that to him all the Families 
ſeemed equal, and that there was not one of which 
he would not be a member. For by pretending to 


know no ſuch odious diſtinction of Caſe * Yecchze, * See the — 


ho. Remarks: 


and Caſe Naoie, they aſſured themſelves of theRemarks: 


affection and favour of two thirds of the Nobility, - 
- were certain of their ſuffrages upon any occas, 
10n. 

Furthermore, becauſe it is the Grand Comncil 
which makes the Laws ; ; In-my judgment it. is 
not unneceſſary, to take notice of ſuch of the prin-, 
| Cipal of them as do more particularly concern the 
Nobles, as the predominant part of that State. 
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Principal Laws of the Governn 
ment of Venice. 


as Populace, are excluded from all Office, 

and uncapable of ene of any publick 
Council, though rhe Biſhop and Curats of that 
Ciry were admitted into the Councils before the 
nebrmnricn 1298. But this Regulation ſhuts the 
door upon all Enterprizes from the Court of Rome 
in temporal matters. For the Pope having the 
nomination of the Biſhops, and the diſpoſing of 
almoft all rhe Benefices in that State, it would be 
no hard thing for him to get a party in the Seng 
that might carry moſt of their deliberations, by 
the aſſiſtance of ſuch of the MNobles, as, like the 
Eccleſiafticks, depend upon, and expect recom- 
pence from him.. The Law excludes alfo ſuch of 
the Nobles as have Cardinals to their Brother, 
Unckle or Nephew, from all deliberations touch- 
ing Ecclefiaſtick affairs. It excludes likewiſe out 
of that ſacred Office thoſe who are pretenders to 
the Cardinalſhip, or any other dignity at Rome, left 
their private intereft ſhould diſpoſe them to com- 


pliance with that Court to promote their de- 
ſigns, 


l, T: E Eccleſiaſticks as well of the Nobleg 


I. No Nobleman is permitted to trade, leſt his 
private affairs ſhould obſtruCt or delay the pro- 
ceedings of the Publick. Beſides, Bon and 
Merchandize agree not with the majeſty of Go- 
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vernment : Upon which conſideration it was that 


Commerce was forbidden to the Senators of * * Que/?rs 


Kome. 


EY LD'LS 1m 


; © decorus vis 
I. All the Noblemen are fubjeCt to rules in us ef. 
reſpect of their age z not one of them but muſt Livius. 


attend the juſt number of years, and begin by-in- 
ferior Offices, rifing by degrees, Sin dalle wltime 
moſſe, as they ſay : that is, they muſt begin at one 
end of the courſe, and from thence advance gra- 
dually to. the other; ſo that before-one can ar- ' 
rive at the great Offices, he muſt be of a conſi- 
derable .age: as it 'was anciently in Lacedemon; 
where they were to be old men before they could 
be capable of great houours, /n ſola Sparta expe- 
dit ſeniſcere; And the fame thing Is imply'd bythe 
two baskers of Medlars covered with ſtraw,which 
is painted at the foot of the great, Stair-caſe of 
St. Mark ; (by which we aſcend to the Grand 
Conneil, and to the Pregadi.) and ſhews; that as 
the Medlars ripen in ſtraw, ſo the minds of young 
men muſt ripen with expectation, trill they have 
gain'd experience and qualification that may re- 
commend them to the Government, Ir 1s more- 
over no ill policy to conduct their Nobles by de- 
grees; and as it were from Tribunal to Tribunal, 
if it were only to keep them in perpetual pra- 
Etice and emulation; and to encourage them in the 
fervice of their Countrey, by the hopes of ar- 
riving one day at. the higheſt dignity and prefer- 
ment. Whereas if the young Noblemen ſhould jump 
into the great Offices at Yenice, where there is 
nothing perpetual, they would refuſe the reſt, and 
there would be no body to execute them: This 
has already hapned too often 3 and thoſe who have 
exerciſed great Offices, thoughr it beneath then 
ts accept of inferior, For this reaſoii the Sep? 
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The Government of Venice. 
niory has done wiſely to preſcribe bounds to the 
acquifirion of Honour, to prevent the inſolence 
and elation of their young men, who are naturally 
ambitious, by calling them gravely, and in good 
time, to thoſe preferments; as Tiberixs ſaid to the 
Senat of Rome *. | 


IV. The Noblemen cannot hold many Offices at 
a time, how ſmall or inconfiderable ſoever. they 
be : by which means the Publick is better ſerv'd, 
and more of them are employed. But it is Jaw- 
ful to quit one Office for a better, if he be choſen 
to it, though in his firſt Office his time be not ex- 
pird. 


V. Thoſe Noblemen who refuſe any Office to 
which they are choſen, are obliged to pay a Fine | 
of 2000 Ducats to the Publick ; ſo that even 
their difobedience in ſome meaſure turns to ac- 
compt ; after which they are to abſent themſelves 
for two years from the Graud Council, ard the 
Broglio, which is little better than an Exile. 


VI. Tis forbidden to joy a new Officer upon 
his Election, to prevent flattery, which is too fre- 
quent in thoſe occations, and to keep the Noble- 
men in fuch a modeſty as is convenient for Citi- 
zens of that Common-wealth. But in this Law 
Ticre Is an exception for the Duke and Procura- 
rors of St. Mark, in reſpect of the great merit 


of ſuch as are advanc'd to thoſe eminent Digni- 
tics, 


VIE. The Magiſtrates in Venice, and upon. the 
Continent, cannot lay down their Authority, 
though their time be expir'd, till the Grand Conn- 
c4 has appointed their Succeſſors, They cannot 

be 


The Goveriintent of Venice. 
be abſent from their Charges, without permiſſion 
from the Seigniory, which will hardly be granted 
but upon very good: cauſe ; fo thar the Publick 
ſervice is ſeldom interrupted : but in caſe of the 
ſickneſs of an Officer 'tis otherwiſe ; for if they 


ſee *tis like to be chronical, others are immediately 


2IT 


ſubſtituted in their place. * And if it happens to g.. ao 
any of the Rettors of the Towns, the Captain EeXe- Renmirks, 


cutes for the Podeſta, or the Podeſta for the Cap- 


tain; and in caſe both be ſick, ſome other Noble 
Venetian in Ofhce-upon the place, ti] upon notice 
the. Seigniory ſupplies them : by which means 
there happens no delay in their Afﬀairs, and nq con- 
tradiction of Orders. 


VII. The Noblemen who are Knights of Ma/- 


ta, have no more part of the Government than if 


they were no Noblemen;becauſe that Dignity ſub- 
zetts them to the Laws'and' Statutes of a Forreign 
Prince : ſo that ordinarily there are but two Gen- 
tlemen Yenetians of that Order, one of the Houſe 
of Carnarro, and the other of the Houſe of the 
Lippomaae; and that to preſerve two conſiderate 
Commands, the firſt, the Government of Trev:ſa, 
with the Title of Grand Commander of Cyprus, and 
the other of Con://an in the Marches-of Treviſan. 


IX. It is forbidden to the Mobles tor receive 
Preſents or Penſions from Forreign Princes; as al- 
ſo to purchaſe Lands under their Dominions, upon 
penalty of degradation from their Nobility, con- 
fication of their Eſtates, and Baniſhment; which 
is the true way of obliging them to the common 
Defence of their Countrey, where all their Eſtates, 
and all their Hopes do lie : whereas if they were 
ſuffered ro have their ſolid Eſtabliſhment elſe- 


where, they would many times betray the Publick 
C 3 Intereſt, 


. 
*:> 
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" Intereſt, in Complacency to thoſe Princes in whoſe 
Territories their Eſtates lay $ which in time might 
be a prejudice, if not ſubverſiqn 30 the whole Go- 
vernment.” | And it was by this means the Repwb- 
lick of Genoa ſubjected it (elf to the King of 
Spain; who knew well enough to make his ad- 
vantage of the fooliſh ambition thoſe Nobles had 
for Authority and Juriſdiction in the Kingdom of 
Naples, not ſuffering them. to diſpoſe of them bur 
to others of their own Countrey, to the end that 
they mighr preſerve their Dominion over them, 
and oblige them in perpetual Servitude.' 


X. The Vobles are not permitted to purchaſe 

Fiefs or Lordſhips upon the Terra-firma, that there 

might be neither ſuperiority por deperidance to 

deſtroy the Equality among them. - Beſides, ir 

would occaſion; jealouſic and diforder berwixt rhe 

ancient Nobility that are poor, and the new, who 

being generally rich, would in time buy rhe whole 

Terra-firma. Formerly they were not allowed 

Houſes of Pleaſure upon the Continent, but of late 

that has been indulg'd : fo that in Yerzce. "tis quite 

otherwiſe than in Gezoa, where particular Perſons 

| are rich, but the Government poor; bur here private 

Prev4:u3 Perſons are poor, and the Publick' wealthy, havirg 
56 , - thePropriety of all the Lands, as in the Republic 

rat 2 p4 6 R 

brevis, Of Rome, ' 
Commune 
magnum. 


_ XI. The Noblemen are not ſuffered tro ma 
;  withStrangers,nor their Daughters to the Subjetts 
of another Prince, though they be Gentlemen: and 
the deſign thereby is to preſerve” their Riches 
among themſelves, which otherwiſe weald be in- 
{enſibly' tranſported by thoſe Marriages ;" and to 
ltop the ambitious carrecr of the ancient” No- 
bility, who by Marrying ' with Forreigh Princes, 
| | SY. NON 
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would by oeyees come to deſpiſt all Matches at 
home ; and laſtly, to deprive thoſt Families of a 
retreat to thoſe Princes with whom are al- 
lied; which would render them more bold in En- 
rerprizing againſt their Country, as being not ea 
contented with: the Parity there. Moreover, 
would be almoſt impoſhble to keep any thing fſe- 
cret'in a Sear Conftitured of ſuch Nobles as were 
wnder forreign Alfiance, which would beget new 
fiRtions and diviſions at home. But they may.mar- 
ry their Dadghters- ro - fuch Gendemen® of the 
Terra-firma, as thereby become better-affected to 
the Yenet:an Nobility, whofe proteCtion they are 
willing to purchaſe. The Law ſuffers the Nobi- 
liry to marry with Citizens, to fortify. their Party 
againft the Popnlace, in caſe they ſhould muriny 
againſt them ; thereby not fo much communica- 
ting, as corroborating their Power by uniting with 
rhe Citizens, as with a Body capable with the No- 
bility to reſiſt any Effort of the multitude. By 
this means likewiſe the Nobles that are poor do 
ſometimes marry advantageouſly, there being no 
rich Cirizen bur is very ready to embrace an'Al- 
liance with a Noble Yenetian, it being an honour 
and proteCtion to his whole Family : And in this 
the Sergniory is not without a peculiar - intereſt ; 
for theſe ſorts of Marriages do put the Nobles in- 
ro a condition of ferving the Publick m Embatfies 
and other expenſive employments: Nor, but that 
fometimes the Vobles, who marry theſe Citizens 
Daughters, grow contemprible ro the People, who 
do frequently call their Children 4mpi35;4, And 
yet "tis Every day to be ſeen in Venice, Noblemen 
of the laſt impreſſion do marry Ladies of the 
fiſts che firſt purchaſing their Wives, the latter 
their Hasbands, But when a Nobleman marries a 
Cirizen, his' Conitratt muſt paſs the approbation we 
GC 4 tne 
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the Grand Council, otherwiſe their Children 'cans 
not paſs for Noble Fenetians. | i 

'By Citizens are meant the Secretaries, of State, 
Advocates, Notarics, Phyſicians, Mercers, Drapert, 
Glaſs-makers, &c. And if a Nobleman marries opt 
of this Category, his Children are ignoble, and dey 
generate into Citizens. As appear'd in the Caſe gf 
the Procurator 7ohn Baptiſto Cornero Piſcopia; who, 
during the War in Candia, was: glad to purchaſe 
Nobility for two of his Children, becauſe their 
Mothes was Daughter to a Gonavlier, | 


XII, There is no Elderſhip or Senzority among 
the Nebles; which Law agrees very well with 
the Form of that Government, and prevents diſorx 
ders that quickly would happen. If younger Bro- 
thers, who have equal ſhare in the Civil Admini- 
ſtration, ſhould find themſelves inferior to their 
Elder Brothers :in reſpect of their Eſtates, many 
of them would turn Enemies to their Country ; 
and, as occaſion: ofter'd, ſtir up and agitate ill hu- 
mours in the State. Beſides that, particular per- 
ſons would in time become too conſiderable and 
potent. For this Cauſe the Sejgniory at one time 
obliged three Brothers of the Houſe of Cornaro 
to marry, under penalty of Baniſhment, and con- 
aſcation of their Eſtates, which was computed at 
more than Toopoo Crowns per any. which in thoſe 
days . was a prodigious Revenue. And laſt of all, 
this Equality of diviſion renders them. all capable 
of {crying the Publick ; whereas if the Eldeſt 
went away with the whole, the State would be 
depriv'd of the ſervice of the Nobility , who be- 
ing Younger Brothers, would be uſeleſs by rea- 
ſon of their poverty. Nor does this way of par- 
tage or diviſion hinder the Greatneſs of their Fa- 
pulics, ſceing for the moſt part all the Brothers. 
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live together, and but one of them marries, and >. 
that is commonly the youngeſt; for whom the 
other are contented to ſcrape, and to ſpare, eſpe- 
cially if he be a man of Compliance. LÞ& 


XIII. All the Noblemen, without excepting the 
Dake himſelf, are liable ro Publick duri 
the War, and each of them pays according to his 
Revenue ; as anciently in Sparta, where the Kings 
and Senat were tax'd as the People, who thereby 
were made more obedient to. the Nobility, and 
the Nobility more moderate and juſt. 


XIV. The Magiſtrates who judg in Civil Cau 
are not allow'd to receive Viſits from either of th 

. Parties, nor. any Recommendation from their 
Friends, under Fnny of Degradation, and a Fine. 
But in Criminal Affairs ſolicitations are allow'd, un- 
leſs in matters of State, Their reaſon is, becauſe 
in Civil Afﬀairs it would endanger the juſtice of a 
Cauſe, to allow ſuch application ro the' Judges: 
But in Criminal Cauſes all ways are left open for . 
the defence of the Accuſed, and for the compaſſion 
of their Friends, fo that at Venice , if a man's 
Cauſe be not bad indeed, he may eaſily get off. 


XV. A Nobleman may Plead at the Bar like an 
Advocate, without diminution to his Quality. 
About 200 years ſince, all: their Advocates were 
Noblemen, appointed by the Grand Counggt to the 
number of 24; and had all of them allowance 
from the Publick, being forbidden to rake Preſents 
or” Mony, that the nobleneſs of the” Profeſſio 
might nor be ſulliced by ſo- ignoble a Cuſtom, 
that in all Proceſſes it might be their in 
give a diſpatch. But this is now quite Haid 
there being ſcarce any of the Nobility thas will 
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done 
enking it derogatory, that they made it their 
294% 2 glory. But ſince this virtuous Emulation 
ceaſed among thetn, we have Fund deba 

and ignorance ſacceed, to the great prejulive 
char State, | ak - 


KVLI. The Noblemen are oblig'd in the Comms 
eils to-make aſe of the /ener:an Langoage,ro avoid 
the envy of ſuch of the Nobility, as underſtanding 
no other, cannot endure a better ; and therefore 
there has many times been clapping of hands; and 


crying out to hold, m ful] Council, when any'of 


them has but begun to ſpeak Zarin ; fo wild are 
they in Commonweatths, and fo' odions is Novelty, 
Tis true, in Venice it is neceſſary all Genrlemeni 
ſpeak the ſame Language, cfpecially in Council, 
tft otherwiſe many of them might be diſcouras 
ged from ſpeaking their -minds, ovr of a modeſt 
diffidence they ſhould not deliver themſelves as 
well as others. But if a man be Eloquenr, his 
*Coftus u- beſt way is to diſſemble it, as * a Swiſs Deput 
wus ex Le did when ſent to Cecinng ; otherwiſe rhe 2coſioh 
S fac i Of his Auditors will work more upon them, than 
die, ſed d;. ae Orator's Arguments, 
C are - k 
gem apiz NXVIL All ſort of Correſpondence with Embaſ* 
#171 ſadors ongForreign Miniſters is forbidden to the 
cul:ravis, Noblemen upon: pain of Death; by which means 
Tac. Hiſt. the tranfaftions of the Senar are conceal'd;, which 
| otherwiſe would be no hard matter artong ſo ma® 
ny Gentlemen to pick out by Converſarion'and' 
Preſents: witneſs the Example of Corad#s, whoſe 


fidelity was corrupted by the Afargueſs de'ls Fa=! 
ente's Bills of Exchange, For this reaſun'the Ems. 
peror | 


The bin of Bis 

| W-cror Clandix; forbid ſach of the Parriciens to en= 

| Wtcr the Senar, as had not whetewithal ro maincalis 
their Dignity. 
' But the form of an Ariſtorracy ſiffers nor ſich 
an Excluſion,which would Jeftrop the Equality of 
the Nobles ; and by the poorer Tort (who are #- 
ways in greater number)' Fe look'd upon as Con- 
rempt, a thing abſolurely inſupportable among Re- 
pablicans, and which would certainly * make the * Cum tn 
Government odious. For this reaſon the Se Sons or 
has been forc'd ro take other Meaſures, eſt in 
hibit in the Nobility all - manner of Comiipres rvIeate, 
cither by Letters, or Converſe with forpeign Mi- qe: nf 
niſters, or any of their Retinue, And this is ſo t-,..1.7. 
gorouſly obſerv'd, thar if a Nobleman ſhould be necefſe o/ 
diſcovered i in diſcourſe with an Perſon in relation cam Crus 
to any forreign Agent or Embaſſador, and it ſhoald*4-m oe 
come to the knowledg of the I"aiſtors of State $004" Pine am Rep: 
before he diſcovered it himfelf, he wonld nor ; 
ſuffered to live two hours. One day a Senator of Pol. 7 
the Honſe of Tron finding me at the Houſe of the 
Curate de Santa Maria Mater Domini, ſtarted and 
ran away as if the Plague had been there, Twice 
L was met by one. of the Procurators, who with an 
hardineſs that would have been fatal tro many 
others, ſtaid ſome time with me ina Sratione#;- 
ſhop z and though I offer'd it, would not let- me 


Fig Prohibirion beginning to be neglected, was 

reviv'd in the. year 1618, upon the diſco- i; _ 
very ofghe Conſpiracy by the Spaniſh 4 f The Due of 0 
Tri te again their Commonwealth ; Jonas oy y 4 of 
from which rime they have Iook'd' upon 7, *75k4, Gover- 
forreign Embafſadors as fo many eonceal'd nor of Milan, and 
can - and to' make them- the more _— Ty Re. 

cadfu] ro'the” Nobility, the Sonar very 
cunninghy gave it out, that the Fdarquc/ Wy atVenice 


1$ The Government of Venice. 
de la Faentes. himſelf had betrayed . Cornaro, that 
the Sum he had: confign'd for him might be ſtop, 
But though all fort of Communication with 
forreign Embaſſadors be forbidden to the Noble- 
men, nevertheleſs there ' are Priviledg'd: places 
where they may meet in diſguiſe, as at their ord 
nary Gaming-houſes, which 'they call Kidorri, in 
Balls, in particular Houſes during the Carneyal, at 
- Weddings, and ſeveral other Feaſts and Solemnj- 
- ties: But here they are not ſuffered to converſe, 
eſpecially at the Ordinaries, where filence is kept 
as ſtrict as at a Sermon ; and men are ſeen ſome 
times to loſe their whole ſtock, without looſening 
their teeth : upon which ſcore the YVenerians are 
counted very good Gamelters, | 
As to the Rules the State of Yenice has pre- 
Frrib'd for its own Embaſſadors in the Forrei 
Courts, they are well worth our knowledg, and1 
wyl give you ſome of them here. 


XVIII. The Yenetian Embaſſadors cannot de» 
part from the place of their Reſidence till their 
Succeſſor be arrived, and by them preſented to 

rhe Prince; if they do, they are look'd upon as 

* Redire Deſertors of their Embaſly : * which is to be des. 
vx. ” liver'd over by his own hand, and the new Comer 
legationem Put into poſſeſſion of his Charge, and inſtruted 
deſerere, viva voce n whatever is requiſite for him to know 
towards the diſcharging himſelf worthily of his 
Employment, And this they | do with great for- 

mality one to the other, not only in obedignce to/ 

the expreſs Orders of the Senat, but in hour.to: 
themſelves, by cauſing their Succeſſors to take-the: 

ſame Meaſures, and follow the fame Methods'2s' 

they had done before. 14714 

They are obliged to Preſent the Senat with © 
Relation, in writing, of their Embaſſies at their re- 

| urn ; 
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turn: for though-'tis to be ſuppos'd they gave Ac 79 
count in retail before, in their weekly Diſpatches ; 
et it is eſteem'd for the intereſt of the Publick to 
hs a Breviate of them, that may ſave them the 
labour of rummaging among their Letters and 
Memorials, to find out a thing that this way may 
be found in a moment. Beſides, all thoſe ſeveral 
pieces, Which aſunder are like ſo many ſhreds, be- 
ing ſtirch'd together, and compacted - by the Au- 
thor himſelf, give a better Proſpect of the Af- 
fairs, and of the Miniſter who manages them. And 
by theſe Relations it is, the Sepat underftands the 
whole Strength of their Neighbours, the Condi- 


tion of their Territories, their Armies, their: Re- vu 
O Cle 


venues, and their Expence : and this Manuſcript is > hs 
a kind of a Journal, like that Azg:/ius made of yyaau per= 
the Afﬀairs of his Empire; and 'tis. according to ſcripſerat 
that Model the Seign:ory regulates, and the Noble- Auguſtus. 
men that go Embalſadors do draw their beſt Leſ- ; 
ſons, and their moſt refin'd Policies. 

They are obliged likewiſe to produce the com- 


ac. Ann. 


mon Preſents that are made them, at the end of 
their Embaſſaries, to be diſpoſed of as the Senat 
thinks fit ; teſtifying thereby, that they are content 
with the Honour of having ſerv'd their 
Country faithfully, + and that if they Þ Ne qucquam ex 
have merited any thing, they will not re- ##%/*co Mimifterio 
5 Os preter laudem bene 
ceive it from any but the Sexar. But yet {_niniftrats officis 
they are never defeated of thoſe marks of ad ipſos —— 
Honour, unleſs they have done ſonfething Zonar. 
diſhonourable, and contrary to their duty. 
If a Nobleman carries his Wife along with him, 
he is anſwerable for her faults, according 


ro the practice in Rome * with the Gover- : *P. yaa rage 
e in. Senatus=conſulto ut 
nors, or other Magiſtrates in their Proyin quengrem Taſontes 


Ces, piſtratus Pre- 


vincialtbus uxorum criminibus perinde quam ſuis pletterentur, Tac. 
ANN. 4+ The 
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The Sons of the Duke" cannot be Embaſſadt 


whilft their Fathers are living, not {6 


ſpare their purſes, but for fear the Dyke ſhe ” 
employ them with private InſtruCtions for the pax. 


eicular intereſt of their Family. 


XIX. No man can be made a Nobleman of Ye 
ice, but he muſt be a Catholick ; not ſo much to 

event that the body of the Nobility be divided 
m Religion, but that their Honour might be cot- 
tinued Eminent and Illuſtrious to that Common 
wealth, which has the advantage of all States and 
Princes of Exrope, to have been born and .contt- 
nued conſtantly in that Church. Upon which ſcore 
ſhe has been honoured, like France, with the glo- 


* See the rious Title of Aft Chriſtian * by ſeveral Popey 
Remarks. ang ſeyeral Councils. 


XX. Forreign Gentlemen that are Noble Vene- 
t1ans Either by merit or favour, as the Pope's Ne 
_ and others, being perſonally in Yence, have 
iberty of coming into the Grand Comnci, and Bt 
loting as 'the reſt: But they cannot execute any 
Office in the State, unleſs their conſtant Reſidence 
be there ; and to enter into the Council they muſt 
put on the Robe, the Stole, and the Woollen Bonnet. 
Nevertheleſs, in my time Prince Borgia was ad 
mitted by particular favour with his Sword; yet 
not without great difficulty. | 
- I ſhall nor mention the other Laws which relate 
to the particular Magiſtrates, becauſe I ſhall have 


occaſion to rouch upon ſome of them in my $e- 
cond Part. 


- Furthermore, in Venice new Laws are created 
every day ; bur being roo frequent, they are {t- 
ow obſerv'd: From whence proceeds that ſay- 
g among them; Parte Verietiand dnt ttid ſetti- 
5 m_—_ 
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d 1A 4 LETH £7 ; 
wana, Bur the Seigniory ſwallows this abuſe to 
cajole the _ with a falſe appearance of liber- 
ty, and to render their Government more gentle, 

In ſhort, the Grand Comncil has made all Offices 
annual, or for fixteen months, tq keep. their Nobles 
in Cation, and to enure them to Moderation 
by the continual viciffirude of Obedience and 
Commend. For if they grow proud and inſolent 
in annual employments, what would they do 
they to enjoy them for life 2 * And if thoſe exclu- * Superbirs 
ded in the Baloration be diſcontent, (though they 29% 
have hopes of ſucceeding in the next,) how would num defege 
they be diſpleaſed at a refuſal that thould make na:ione 
them deſperate during the whole life of the Poſ 911d 6 bo« 
ſeſſor ?, By this changing it is, the induſtry of their 7. P%y 
Nobles is exerciſed. Plato would have his Officers 7; «1-19 
perpetual, that long uſe and converſation in their tenerene> 
places might make them more dextrous, and be- Tac. en.2: 
get more eſteem and reſpett from the + People.Burt f Quo mas- 
the Yexetiaxs find this change to be a better way/9 pro 
of continuing them in their duty, by keeping them 4" #p- 
in conſtant decor@m, in order to their Eleftion to ("+ crm Bed 
greater Offices aficrward. Beſides, thereby their c:« populs- 
Dependance is greater, and their Authority leſs, 746us fie. 
eſpecially among the Provincial Officers ; who are 
bur walene, (as I may fay) being ſcarce ſuffered 
to ſerrle before they are called back ro Yemce to 
give an account of their Adminiftration ; and theree 
fore the Towns endure their Governors the more 
patiently, becauſe the advantages of the one does -. 
many times recompence the detects of rhe other ; 
and if any of them be ill, they are not troubled 
with them long: So much for the Grand Comncil, 
We will come next to the Colleag; 


of 
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Of the Colledg. 


"HE Colledg 'is compoſed' of 26 Noblej 
that is to ſay, of the Dake and fix Councel- 
lors, (called the oft Serene Seigniory, be- 

cauſe when together, they repreſent the Publick 
Majeſty of the State,) of three Deputies from the 
Dnarantie Criminelle, who are chang'd every two 
months ; of ſix Sages-Grans, who repreſent the 
Senat ; of five Sages from the Terra-firma, whole 


Affairs paſs through their hands : and Jaſt of all; 


of five Sages des Orders, who formerly had ablo= 


lute direction in all things relating to the Sea. 

For theſe reaſons this Chamber is called the 
Colleag, that is to fay, an Aſſembly of all the Prin- 
cipal Members of State, whoſe Hand it may be 
call'd ; becauſe by it all Afﬀairs are handed and di- 
ſtributed to the reſt of the Councils, eſpecially to 
the Senat, to which all diſorders are addreſſed. 

In the Colleag it is that all Embaſſadors of Prin- 
ces, all Deputies of Towns, Generals of Armies, 
and all other Officers have Audience ; there it is 
all Requeſts, all Memorials are preſented that are 


brought firſt to.the Pregadi; after which the Col- 
ledg returns them the Anſiver of the Senat in Wri-" 


ting , which Anſwer is called by them * Parte. 
Art their Audiences Embaſſadors do uſe this 


Apoſtrophe, Sereniſſime Prince ; Tres Hluſftres & tres 
Excellens Seignenrs, Whereas in former times their 
Addreſles was only to the Dake, as they had been 
ſpeaking to him alone ; which Cuſtom, in jealouſy, 
the Senat has retorm'd, to ſhew that their Repub- 


lick. 
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The Government of Venice. 
lick depends not upon the Dake, who is but a ſingle 
Member as the reſt: and therefore in his abſence 
Forreign Miniſters uſe the ſame Tirle of Serex;ſime 
Prince ; and, May it.pleaſe your Serenity ; becauſe 
the Prince is ſuppo ro be where-ever the 
Seigniory 18. 

The Colleag riſes, and uncovers, for the Pope's 
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The Ce- 


Nuntio, and the Embaſſadors of Crown'd-Heads, *<nonics 


as ſoon as they appear at the door of the Cham- 
ber, and make their firſt Reverence ; but the Dake 

ulls nor off his Hat, a thing he-never does- but to 
Tn Princes, Princes of the Blood in France, 
or Cardinals. The Embaſladors introduced are 
plac'd on the Dake's right-hand, if they be ſent 
from Kings ; and if from a Dske, they have the 
ſame place : but the Colleag riſes not till their (e- 
cond Reverence in the middle of the :-Chamber ; 
neither do they riſc at their going our, tilLtheir ſe- 
cond Salutation. Forreign Generals are plac'd as 
the Embaſladors, whereas the Generals that are 
Noble YVenerians are (et below the Councellors, bur 
the Seigniory riſes not either when they come in, 
or go Ws The Receiver of Malta (who is al> 
ways one of the Commanders of the Orders) fits 
next under the Deputy from the Dyarantie Cri- 
minelle, by which he is diſtinguiſhed from all Re- 
ſidents, without exception to the Emperors; who 
for that cauſe negotiates with them by an Agerr, 
with the Character of Secretary, for he is ſeldom 
known to have any Embaſlador there. 

The Nwuntio, and the Royal Embaſſadors are re- 
ceiv'd at their Publick Entrances by ſixty of the 
Senators, and Complemented by a Knight of #he 
Golden Storl, which is the mark of a Nobleman 
that has been an Embaflador. But for the Embaſ- 
fador of a Dxkz, the Colledg orders them to be re- 
ceived:by forty Nobles of the Sons-Pregads, who 
De are 
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The Government of Denice. _ * 
are no better than bare aſſiſtants to the Senat ; and 
no perſon is ſent to receive a Reſident, but he js 
of the number of the Publici Repreſent ants. 

' For the Deputies of Towns and Corporations 
under the obedience of the Seigniory, they are ne- 
ver admitted to Audience from the Colledg but up- 
on three Conditions ; that they have Credentials 
from the Governor or Podeſta of the place from 
whence they are ſent ; that rhey have a Memorial 
of their Demands under the hand of their Go- 
vernor ; and another ſeal'd Letter from him, in 
which he gives his judgment of their Affair to the 
Senat, that the Prince may not be ſurpriz'd. But 
if theſe Deputies come with complaints againſt 
their Superijors, (which is but rare) it ſuffices for 
their admiſſion, if their Letters be only from the 
Commonalty, or Corporation. | 

In a word, it belongs to the Coll-ag to call the 

Senat, but by mutual dependance it obeys it when 

met, and receives and executes its Reſolutions and 
Orders : One propoſes, the ' other diſpoſes, and 

theſe two Councils act always by agreement, 

When the Seat has taken any thing 11] froma 

Prince, and is willing to ſhew a Reſentment, it cau- 

ſes the Colledg to refuſe Audience to his Embal- 

ſador or Minitter. In the time of Urban the VIII 
Audience was refus'd to his Nwntio upon the af- 

1535. front offered to the Seigniory in exunging the 
* Ser up Elogy of the Yenetians *, relating to the Reſtau- 
oy 447 & ation of Pope Alexander III, the Memory of 
P.val Eat Ich his Holineſs had a mind to abolifh. : 
wh the/,. In the interregnum no Forreign Miniſter enters 


tican, the Colledg, unlels with the uſual Complements of 
, Condolence upon the Duke's Death : For nothing 
of buſineſs is tranſacted till another be choſen. 

T ihall nor ſpeak here of the FunCtion of ſuch 
Magiltrazes as make vp the Colledg, as belonging 

Wet more 


- The Government of Denice: 
more properly to my Second Part : I ſhall paſss 
therefore to the Senat immediately, as to the 
chiefeſt and moſt important Councils of this 
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Of the Senat. 


+: E Senat is the Soul of the Commenwealth, 
as the Grand Comncil-is the Body. It is the 
Fountain of Peace and War, the Balance that 
keeps an Harmony and Exactneſs in all the parts of 
the State. It is called Pregads, becauſe that for- 
merly there being no ſet-days for the meeting of 
the ſaid Council, the principal ' Members of the 
City were zav:ited upon extraordinary Emergency, 
and it therefore retains the Name of Pregads, or 
Invited Aſſembly ; though the Guſtom of calling 
them together in that manner is laid aſide. 

At firſt the Senat conſiſted only of ſixty Sena- 
tors, but upon any great occaſion they added 25 or 
30 more by Commiſſion ; but their Commithion 
ceasd as ſoon as the Debate was reſolv'd. They 
proceeded in this manner in the. time. of Pohannes 
Delfinas, in the Treaty of Peace with Zodovic King 
of Hungary, about the year 1360.' Under. the 
Dake Laurence Celſus during the Revolt of Candia 
1363, and under Prince A5hact, Sten,, upon Occa- 
fion of the War im Ferrara againſt the Marqueſs 
Albert of Efte in the year',,z410, |,But'the War 
in Lombardy following ſome. years: after, the Ye- 
netians eſtabliſhed in the year! 1435-4 perpetual 
Gienta. or ſupply. of fixty more: Senators,.to- an- 
{wer the multitude of Afﬀairs that” were hen bp: 
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The Government of Denice. 
fore them; -and theſe are they which at this day 
are called the Proegadi Extraordinare. $0 that the 
Body of the Sena: conſiſts of 120 Gentlemen, wha 
have deliberative voices, without difference of Se- 
nators in Ordinary and Senators of the Gzunta, 
unleſs in their Name and Quality. 
There are in the Pregaas ſeveral Magiltrates, 
ſome with voices by vertue of their Offices, as 
the Procurators, the Tey, and all the Judges of the 
Dnarenty Criminelle ; others are there only to hear, 
and learn, as the Sous-Pregad: : fo that the Yene- 
t:an Senat conſiſts of three Orders, as that of Rome, 
Senators -in Ordinary , like the hundred Patres 
created by Rommwus ; Senators additional, like the 
Patres conſcripti of the Sabins, affociated by Ke 
mulas with the former ; and ſimple Aſſiſtants, like 
thoſe in Rome, who were called Pedarii, who had 
no right of opmion ; the whole amounting to 300 
Nobles, among whom it is marvellous to conſider 
how ſecret their Aﬀairs were kept, as if none of 
them were privy, or as if they had power to for- 
get whatever they heard. Non dicam mnnum ſed 
" neminem audiſſe crederes, quod tam multorum amuri- 
bus fuerat commiſſum, Valer. 1. 2. c. 2. | 
Titus Livins tells us, that King Enmenes havi 
accuſed King Perfivs in a full Senat at Rome, 
' propoſed ways of making War vpon him, nothing 
"was known /of it more than his introduQion t0 
Audience, +572 oP 0 > 
Venice 'affords us Examples not at all inferior, 
In the year-1495, the Pope, the King of the Re- 
"as, the King of Spain, and the Duke of Milan 
Treared, 'akd concluded a League with this Re- 
-pablick againſt Charles VIIL 6 privately, that Phi- 
Up ae Comines his Embaſſdor, who faw'every day 
the Miniſters of the Confederate Princes enter it- 
to the Colledg, and conferr'd frequently with them, 
4 Fo © 7 Os 
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diſcovered nothing of: that. important. Negatia- 

tion, which had been tranſatting, ſeveral. months, 

till he received the firſt advice from Duke A»- Bcmb. 
guſtine Barbarigne, Lew Sforcas Duke of Milan 7/-Ven. 
knew nothing of the League Offeabve cncred into 

againſt him by LZewss XII and the Sexat; till ſe- 

veral months after it- was concluded; though he 

was the moſt ſubtle and ſagacious Prince of his Gui 

time. Not long before their General Carmignole din lib. FR 
return'd to Yexice, Without the leaft foreſight or . 
ſuſpition of what the Senar. had reſolved eight 

months before, that is, of taking away his Com- 

miſſion as ſoon as he 'came back, though it- was 

not. unknown to all the friends he had among the 

Nobility. So that at Fence Silence is in no leſs ve- 

neration than among the Perſians, where it was 

clteemed a Deity. - 18 

In the mean tone. the Yexetians might reduce 

their Sexate to a ſmaller number z and: the more 

ealily, becauſe the Pregadi changing every year, 

all the Nobility might have hopes. of being. ad- 

mitted in their turns. But they alledg, that the 

body of the Nobles being very great, the; prin- 

cipal parts ought to bear a proportions and the 

number of the- Nobles amoyating-to full '2go0; 

tis not too much to admit..300 into the Serat, 

as well ro prevent. the . falling into 'an' Oligerchy;, 
- ( which is the firſt corruption. of an 'Ar/focracy) - 

as t9- content more. of them at a time, and +6 

render the Deliberations of the Sear more play 

ſible, and more inviolable to the People, which , ._ 
has- always a greater Reverence for what. is de-" Adempro | | 
creed in-a greater Aﬀembly. Bekdes, the pablickf* oi 
wiſdom has provided ſufficiently for their ſecrets; lequends . 
by the ſeverity of their Laws- againſt; their No- audiendiqg 
bility, from whom: it has taken all ways of Com- ew 
munication and Conyerſe with the Miniſters: of a9. 50 
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However, it is certain their Afﬀairs are never 
the better managed, for having fo many privy; 
at leaſt their Deliberations would not be ſo tedi- 
ous as they are, if there were not ſo much Coun- 
ſel tro be taken, and ſo many Speeches to be 
made. 

Some may find fault, that the Senat of Yenice 
changes every year, the rather becauſe the affairs 
of State, which require long experience, are al- 
ways tranſated by new Senators, who ſometimes 
miſtake the Means and the Conſequence for want 
of due inſtruftion in the beginning. For which 

» Fic Ma. Cabſe” Lycurgus ordain'd the Senators of Sparta 
giſtracus * ſhould hold their places for- life, which was to 
premium be a recompence for the Jongeſt of their ſer- 
virtut1s. yices *, Solon of annual, made them perpetual 
-"_ Pol, at Athens ; conceiving. that the Senat of a Com- 
; monwealth ought.to be fix'd, being the Baſis, or 
Pole, upon whieF their whole Government turn'd. 
But. this defect, if it be one, is neither without 
cauſe, nor remedy in Yenice.-- For as the Senators 
may be continued by new-EleCtion, there always 
remains a good part of the old."'- Beſides, there 
be ſo many Magiſtrates admitted into the'Pregad;, 
that there are conſtantly ſome,- who$having af- 
liſted, are well inform'd of thezprecedent nego- 
rations. And for this reaſon/it*is, that ſo: many - 
of the Nobles are received-into- the Senat;that 
by hearing what paſſes, they: bring*therhſelves 
WD by degrees to a notion of thoſe -things which 
' Sejanus they are to manage in their turns. And if the 
- "agg Emperor Soliman ſaid, that 'a Prince to be well 
rentia bo. 24viS'd ought never to make uſe of one Mini- 
nis confi-Iter above once, becauſe the defire of gaining the 
liis noreſ- eſteem and favour of the Prince, is a ſtrong mo- 


cere voles 4; b 
bat. Tac, VE to make him att as he ſhould; as * Sejanmns 


An. 4. | didinthe beginning of his riſe ; It is more manifeſt 
and 
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and viſible in Yenice,where the dignity of a Senator 
being only annual, every man endeavours to fig- 
nalize his zeal and his induſtry, to render him- 
ſelf pleaſing to the Publick, and facilitate his con- 
tinuance in the next Election. Ina word, by this 
yearly change a Gate is always open to deſert ; 
thoſe who are found improper, may be rejected 
at the years end without ottence, and more able - _ 
perſons ſubſtituted in their ſtead : Whereas, the / 
Senat being perpetual, the unfit muſt be continu- A367 
ed as well as the fit, which Ar:forl: obſerved as* Ef enim 
a great defect in the Senat of Sparta, becauſe ſus ficur . \ 
ſome there are whoſe minds are aſſoon ſuper- ©9917, fic 
annuated as * their bodies, and who by conſe- F Aarorngy 
quence grow incapable of governing. | ' -» 'Pol. 2. 
Let us ſee now how the Sex.zt proceeds 1n. its 
Deliberations and Elefions : After which I ſhall 
treat of their Politicks at home, and their Inte]- 
ligences abroad ; the rwo main points in which 
their Civil Government conſiſts. 
As to the Order obſerv'd by the Pregaas, or 
Senat, in the diſcuſſion of their Affairs, I have 
| faid before, that nothing is tranſacted there but 
what has firſt paſs'd the Co{lrdg, whoſe office in 
reſpect of this Council, is almoit the farge as the 
Senat of Rome's was in regard of the People ; thar 
is to fay, to propoſe to them ſuch things as were 
to be debated by them. And becauſe many times 
the Colleag is divided, one of the Secretaries ſets 
down every mans opinion with his Name by it, 
and brings his Note to the Pregads, where being 
read publickly, every man ſpeaks pro Or con as he 
thinks fit ; and afterwards they proceed to Balo- 
tation, as follows, 
- For every recommendation there is a Secretary 
that gathers the voices,and goes from hand to hand 


naming the Author ; as of old the Rogatores Suf- 
#*I-/, D 4 fraziorum 
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fragiorum did in Rome. Theſe Secretaries hay 
each of them a white Box in their hand, and 
the Nobles give their Balls to which of them 
they pleaſe. There are two other Secretaries fo- 
lowing the firſt, one of them with a green Box 
for the Balls of the Diſſemers, and the other 
with a red Box for the Nonſmmcers , which an- 
ſwers. to the Non liquet among the Romans. And 
he who hath moſt Voices ( provided they exceed 
a moiety of the whole Court) 1s received by 
an Arreſt of the Senat, in the nature of the 
Senatus-Conſultum in Rome. But if none of them 
amount to the juſt Number, they begin their Bz- 
lotation again, rejecting thoſe who have the few- 
eſt voices, that the others may paſs with more 
eaſe. Otherwiſe new men are to be pro 
as when in the firſt Balotation the Nor 
have more than half the Voices, which is a ſign 
they do not agree to any that are recommend- 
ed. | 

But-though- the Vobles of the Senat have pow- 
er to ſpeak for or againſt any one propos, as 
he thinks fit ; yet none of them, unleſs it be the 
Dake , the higheſt Councellours, or the Sage- 
Granas .can propoſe any to be Baloted in 
their own name. But if any of the ſaid Coun- 
cellors, or Sagc-Grands recommends him as one 
likely to be ſerviceable to the Commonwealth, 
he may be admirred to the Balot : Which is very 
wifely contriv'd by the Senar, to avoid confuſion 
and delay in their Afﬀairs, if it were permitted 
to each of the 300 Nobles to propoſe his ow 
man. | 

As to the Magiſtrates choſen by the Pregadi, 
they are not beholding to lot, they are eleted 
upon due knowledg and confideration of their de- 
lerts, which is a thing not to be found out by 

" 
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The Government of Denice. 9. 
fot *. Beſides 'the Senat being the "Model and * Sorre 65 | 
Image of a-compleat Ariſftocracy, onghr not to urn me- 
commir any thing to Forrune, that” farours for T7 

che moſt parr thoſe who are moſt 'unhr, and” is Tc 17,6. 

uſed no-where fo properly as in a Popylar Stare. 4. 
Sortitio'Reip. Democratice propria ef. For which Sors deer- 
reaſon Lots are uſed in the Grand Commnci, which 14 44 f+ 

is as it were the people of the Nobility; and the jul anon, 

form of the ancient Democrarical Government in 13. 


Venice. 0) 


It remains now that I diſcourſe of the Maxitng, 
the Ends, and the Intereſts of the Government at 
this day , as alfo of the good or il! difpoſttrons of 
its Subjects ; this matter belonging of right't6 rhe 
Senat, as having the full direQtion of Atfairs, 'and 
giving what motion it pleaſes to the whole My- 
chine of the State. | | Tn | 

The Senar cajoles the People by faſfermg them The Po- 
to live idly and debauch'd, Levin no better way licy of the 
to debaſe them, and to render them gbedient, than 3*- 
re indulge them their pleaſures, and licentionſneſs 
of life, which they call Liberty, though in. effect ir 
is the greateft occaſion of their ſlavery. So the 
Perſians called Cyrus their Father, becaufe he al- 
lowed them in their foftnefs and delicacy, when 
his deſign was really to enſtave rhem. The Romans 
do ftill make uſe of this artifice, fubjecring” the 
People more by the Spectacles, Plays and Divyer- 
tiſemenrs, than by their Arms. * The common Peo-* ,1upec- 
ple in Yemcce are aftoniſhed at the bounty and good eibus qui- 
nature of their Maſters, ge they behold the I 
Doge come ever r with the Sexart e 
firſt of Febrs 36d Dich Maria F nant 0: dif jab bs 
charge a Promiſe made by their Predeceffors ; and quam ar- 
nor diſdain a poor Straw-har, and two Borrels of ue 
Wine preſented him by the” Artificers of that Pa-y; et 1” 
riſh, in conſideration of his pains. As alfo —_ 

- they 


4 . .” as. we" 
- 
- 


Ly they ſee the Senar aſſiſtant at the killing of a 


on Hoh-Torſday, and ſeveral other Feſtival-days; 


for nothing takes more with the multitude than tg 

ſee their Prince accommodate to their Cuſtoms, 

and bear 2 part in their Recreations; by which 
| method the our Anguſtus aftecred to make 
4 Civile himſelf Popular. F 


rebatur Moreover, the People of Yenice are the more 
= penied with their Government, becauſe the No- 


— / bility of the Terra-firma having no ſhare in it, they 


Ann. 1. / have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing Men of Parts and, 


/, Qualification excluded as well as themſelves. From 
« whence we may judg the kindneſs thoſe Gentle- 


men muſt needs have for the Noblemen in Venue; 


, whereas were they under any other Government, 

"their Birth would make | them conſiderable, and 

- * their Induſtry prefer them to the higheſt Honours ; 

- which at Yenice is utterly impoſlible , becauſe 

-_ there their Merit ſerves only to expoſe them to 
+:” the jealouſie of their Superiors, and their Patience 


produces nothing but ill ulage, with greater impu- 


"OE | 


But the common People of the Terra-firma be-" 


- lieve the_Seigniory the gentleſt and moſt -juſt Go- 


vernment in the World, when they obſerve *the - 


Humanity and Popular Carriage of the Podeſta's, 
whoſe Houſes are as open to them as the Church 


and fet-days appointed to receive Informations 


againſt their Country Nobles, (which the common 
People do mortally hate;) whilſt the Inquiſitors of 
State hear their Complaints with ſuch kindneſs and 
candor,that they believe all done out of inclination 
to do them right ; whereas in truth it is for no- 
thing, but with ſome form and appearance of Ju- 
ſtice, to exterminate all the rich Families upon the 
Continent : ſo that theſe poor Gentlemen are be- 
twixt the Yenerian Nobility, and their own Po- 
; pulact; 
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lace, like Fiſh' betwixt the boyling Oil and the 
ire. And to help forward with their misfortunes, 
heir own private Animofities contribute ' mach, 
and makes them oftentimes accuſe one another. In 
the mean time.their Governors cry up the felicity 
of the' People, magnifying their Juſtice, their 
Plenty, and their Repoſe, Pane in Piazza; Fuſtitia 
in Palazzo; Aﬀeer which it is not to be admir'd, if 
the People who judg always by appearance, have 
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no mind to change their Maſters, efpecially when 


Kings are deſcrib'd- to them as ſo--many Tyrants, 
and Woolfs, devouring” their Subjects, The King 


Bergameſſes,but with horrible exaggeration of the 
Cruelty and Injuſtice of his Miniſters. And the 
Breſſians being naturally mutinous and bold, rhe 


them, and ſending them Governors of ſach remper 
and prudence as wilt invite them by fair remon- 


reduce them by their Carefles, as People capable 


minon eaſy, by comparing 'it with "the —_ 
deportment towards the Afrlanois 'their Neigh- 
bours, and formerly their Companions. ''In a word; 
did the Senat take the fame meaſyres with the reſt 
of their Subjects, there would not be a berrer 
Government in the World : but if they have fo 
much reſpect for the Breſſians, 'tis becauſe they 
fear them, and dare not command them abſolure- 
ly. For, on the contrary, the Padnans, the Trevi- 


ſans and the Vincentins are uſed with grearer ſe- ' 


verity, becauſe they are in no apprehenſion of 
them. The Breſſians beſiege their Podeſtates ſome= 
times in their own Palaces, to obtain rheir de- 


mands, They break up their Priſons ar Noon-day, 
; hugh 


hy 


of Spain is never mentioned to the Breſſians and _ 


Senat treats them gently, avoiding to provoke 


{trances to their duty ; and when they tranſgreſs, Domiti us 


of obedience, not of ſervitude. And this is an onus 
artifice uſed by the Se:gnory ro render their Do- ue ſervi- 


;fh 47t. In 
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Caurts when ſummon ro nem, O e the Era 
ecutian of their I hea hold Jap Bandi 

r Meetings ickly ; yet the Senat co 

Wo "Tr andpardons al leſt rigour ſhould put thei 
: iy” ag courage into a flame *. But if the Paduans or Ya 
nie, pertis centins COMmit the leaſt fault, or ſpeak the leaf 
n4cia ac- word that difpleaſcs, they are banithed immediate- 
cenderen- 1 and their Eſtates ſciz'd : And this is ſo frequent 
eur Fuſt-4- 5 thoſe Towns, 'tis obvious to every body the 
Senat regards not ſo much Juſtice as Intereſt in the 

4 Ne dubi- condemnation of thoſe unhappy creatures t, who, 
um habe- for the moſt part, are guilty of nothing but being 


retur mag- : 26. 
aa WT rich, "Tis true, the Nobility upon the Terrs 


nie firma ought to be purgd now and then to Eva» 
malo ver= Ccuate the peccant humors wherewith many of 
e:ſe. Ann. them do abound : Bur the Remedy the Senat ap- 
þ plies is worle than the Diſeaſe, as may appear by 
this following Example, which evinces clearly the 

deligns of the Sexar, in relation to the Nobility 


ypon the Conrinenr. 

Francis Erizza Lieutenant-General to Vaing, 
afterwards. Dake ; ſeeing the Nobles of Friat live 
i Peace and/good Correfpondence, reſglved to 
put diviſion amongſt them, thereby to force them 
upon imprudencies, that might turn to the advat- 
tage of the Sezat, To that end he cauſed Com 
miſſion to be ſent to him, to-confer the Titles of 
Earl and Marqueſs to ſuch as he thought fit. Thus 
begot jealoufice and animoſity in ſeveral Families 
which pretended to thoſe Honours; againſt ſuch a 
had received them; the new Counts and Mar- 
queſles taking place of thoſe to whom formerly 

vey had given it : ſo that theſe who were reject- 
ed, to maintain their ancient Precedence, came fre- 
quently to blows with thoſe newly Ennobled, cut- 


tng one.anothers throats when they met in the 
 Streetsj 


Streets, where they''march'd. with a guard -of 
twenty or thirty Brevo's well-arm'd, who for their , 
own intereſt fomenred the Quarrel -betwixr them. 
This fury ſpread it felf among the neareſt Relati- 
ons ; many Younger /Brothers violating the righes 
of Nature, and invading their Elder Brothers, who 
were no Counts like them. In the mean time the 
Exchequer grew rich by the confiſcations. of 'theſe 
Gentlemen Murderers, and the Senat extinguiſhed 
by the continual effuſion of Blood, that Fire which 
they ſo-lately had kindled.. _ __ "I 

But of all the Subjects of this Commonwealth, 
none were ſo ill-treated as the Padsans; for the 
Senat conſidering them as the ancient Maſters of 
Venice, ſuppoſed their ſubjection but forc'd ; and 
that looking upon the felicity of the Yenerians as | 
their miſery, they -held them for Tyrants *. And ' Pri dc- 
indeed in their private Conferences they ſpake of," 
it with inexpretlible reſentment : forthey had dil- .,4 ac ſuas 
peopled the Town by ſubſtracting the beſt of their *njur: a; 
Families, ſome of which they had conſtrain'd to liſa. | 
ſettle in Yenice to ſecure their/fidelity : and to en- FRI, 
creaſe their miſery, ſo much liberty was given to 
the Students of that Univerſity, that the Towns- 
men were grown to be their Slaves z which made 
them inceflantly regrate their Lords de” Eſcalle,and 
the Carrares, under whoſe Authority the faid City 
* had flouriſhed. 

As to the People\in Venice, the Senat apprehend- 
ing their Unity and Power, by deſign have k 
the City divided into-two contrary: Parties,one 
led the Caſtellans, the other the Nicolates, and Nice- 
whom the Emulation was fo great, that they js 1 In 
apply'd themſelves mutually to cros one-another ; * 
and the Animoſity was fo'higa, the very Chijdren 
of rhe reſpective Factions never met in - the 
Streets (if chey knew:one another) without blows, 
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Nor could rhey'be parted till one had drawn blog 
chat the __— might be provoked to reveny 
hiniſelf another: time upon the Conqueror. 
Youth im Sparta fought in the ſame fort, if you 

Pugilate will believe that Excellent Hiſtorian, But the de. 

ied » eX fon of ithe Lacedemonians was to enure their 

parageny ' Youth to the dangers of War, whereas the deſign 
tendunt. Of the 'Yenetians was to Uivide and weaken the 

Xenoph. People, who would be very formidable, were they 
ſenfible of their Number and Power, as anlin: 
remonſtrated-to the Senat of Rome 5 Luonſq; ip- 
norabitis wires veſtras ? Numerate ſaltens quot ipj 
ſis, quot adverſarios habeatis : Dnot enim Clients 
circa ſingulos fuiſtis Patronos, tor nunc aaverſu 
unum hoſtes eritis.. For this cauſe it is the Yene- 
 rians ſuffer their Cirizens to wear the ſame Veſt- 
ment with their Nobility, for fear leſt the diſtincti- 
on of habit might diſcover to the People the ſmall 
number-of their. Governors ; \S; ſeparentwr liber- 
tini, maniſeſtam fore penuriam ingenuorum ; fat 
which, new Families are frequently aggregated to 
the Body of the Nobles, in place of the Ancient, 
which are daily extinguiſhr. | 

So It is not to be imagined the publick and fa- 
miliar Conflicts betwixt the Caſtellans and the Ni- 
colates are made for entertainment of the People, 
or-Strangers, but to prevent the cooling of the 
Heat and Animoſity in both Parties, which inſen- 
libly fortifies the Authority of the Sear, whom 
it would be no hard matter to ruine by their Union. 

An Arti-- And the Nicolates having a Dxke of their own, 

_ wy ridiculous to the Caſtellars, it is a perpetual occa- 

rcr of Sr, 10N of Quarrel betwixt them. - 

Nicolas, But with the Citizens or Burgoiſe, the Senat 
proceeds in ſuch a manner, as ary” 2h that, they 
are, or at leaſt ſeem very well contented : It 
diſtinguiſhes them from the Plebs by priviledges, 

| | exemp- 
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exemptions, and conſiderable employments, ma- 


king uſe of them for Reſidents, and Secretaries 


of all their Councils and Embaſſies, by which 
they ſeem to be equal in ſome meaſure to the 


Nobles, and ſuperiour ro the Gentlemen. of the 
Terra firma, who are utterly excluded. Beſides 
they have their ſhare of the Biſhopricks belong- 
ing to this State, unleſs it be of ſeven or eight 
reſerved only for the Noþility ; with whom they 
have this likewiſe in common, That they are ne- 
yer condemned to the Gallies whatever crime 
they commit. 
| The Merchant of Yenice ( who is alſo of the 
Body of Citizens ) thinks his condition very hap- 
py, in reſpect the Nobility is contented to aflo- 
ciate with him in order to Trade: For thouglr 
all kind of Traffick be prohibited ro the Nobles, 
yer underhand they are many times ingaged in 
partnerſhip without being known, and the Ser 
ſwallows it diſcreetly, becauſe of the benefit It 
receives thereby, by ſending the ſaid Noblemen 
on Embaſſies, where they ſpend good part of 
what they gain'd ; whereas there would other- 
wiſe be want of rich men to ſuſtain thoſe charge- 
able Employments, if their Nobility were re- 
ſtrain'd from that way of enriching themſelves ; 
and by thoſe ways of entertaining their minds, 
ny are hindered from contriving againſt the 
tate. EAT ET 
And now one would think the Eccleſraſticks 
had great ſubjeft to complain of this 'Govern- 
ment, in which at this day they have not the 
leaſt part z which cauſed Cardinal Zapata to ſay, 
that at Venice their condition was much worlſe 
than the condition of the 1ſraelires under Pha- 
ra0h. But the Senat makes them ample amends 
tor their excluſion, by the liberty it gives them 
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* Periculs» Moſity is dangerous in a free State ; * and that 
fiores ſunt diviſion among the Governours has been the ruine 
gn1micitie 
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reatem. 
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The Government of Venice, 
to live as they pleaſe without any notice of their 
irregularities : Inſomuch, that they are ſo far from 
repining, that they believe themſeJves in Parg- 

e. 

As to the Nobility,the Senar takes particular care 

to maintain them in unity, knowing well that Ani 


of many a Commonwealth ; witneſs the Revolu- 
tions at Florence and Verona, which happened 
only upon the quarrels and factions betwixt their 
principal Citizens. To prevent theſe il conſequen- 
ces, the S:nat rakes notice of the leaſt difference 
betwixt the Nobility, and without expecting til 
the fire be kindled, it choaks it in its embers, 
and ſtops its progreſs by their vigilance and au- 
thority ; for the Nobles are obliged to an im- 
mediate acquieſcence, otherwife they run them- 
ſelves into the diſpleaſure of the Sexar, let their 
provocation be never ſo great. Some years ſince, 
the YVidmans being in ſuit with the Family of 
Naxe , in Which the YVidmans Grandfather had 
ſerved as a Packer, and being reproached by the 
means of their ExtraCtion in a full Aſſembly, the 
Senat Interposd, commanded them ſilence , and 
ordered the Judges to take up the buſineſs, as 
reflecting upon the whole body of their Nobili- 
ty. A Gentleman of the Family Da Ponte threat- 
ning another call'd Canale, that he would prove 
the Pontes were above the Canals ; the other 
replying, but the Canals were before the Pontes, 
and the Pontes had never been but for the Ca- 
nals. The Seat ſent them word, That they could 
choak up the Canals, and pull down the Bridges 
when they pleas'd ; and theſe ſort of refleCtions 
are the more odious, becauſe they grate upon 
their Equality, which is the very Soul of their 
Common- 
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Commonwealth. And if in ſome things the new 
Nobility ſeem inferiour ro the ancient, as not be- 
ing ſo ſoon admitted into the great Offices, it is 
done only to improve them, to experiment thei 
induſtry in ſmaller Employments; and, as Syllz \ 
ſays, to enure them to the Oar, before they be \ 
cruſted with the Helm ; without which gradati- 
on Preferment would but ex poſe them to the 
contempt of the People, who commonly deſpiſe 


thoſe who have been formerly. their equals *. * 7/4; 

; |  mortali- 
bus Natura, recentem aliorum felicitatem agris Ocuits antreſpicer 
quas in equo videre. Hiſt. 2. 


Moreover the Sexat had never permitted the 
Venetian Ladies to follow the French Modes, but 
by a new Juxary to prevent an old diſtinction . 
which they affected in their habit ; the Ladies 
of ancient Families* dreffing their heads a 4a 
Gaelfe, and the other a /2 Grbeline, from whence 
grew a certain emulation that brake out ſome time 
into quarrels, and proceeded often to their Hus- 
bands, not only to the danger of the Nobility, - 
but to the diſturbance of the State. © For in all 
ſorts of Governments, nothing is more pernict- 
ous than jealouſie and miſunderſtanding betwixt 
the Governours ; the otfended party deſiring al- 
ways innovation and change. So it was, that He- 
racleodorys in Exbea taking a pique againſt his 
Colleagues , ſer up a new form of Govern- 
ment, by which the Authority that was formerly 
in the hands of the Nobility, was transferr'd to 
the People ; as on the contrary, Dake Peter Gra- 
a:nique of Venice, transferr'd ic from the People | 
to the Mobles, to revenge himſelf of the Peo- 
ple, who had refus'd to make him their Deke, 
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* The Senar governing upon Maxims of Peace, 
will not endure diſſention- either among the No- 
bility or People ; for fear if once they came tg 
Arms, they ſhould take a fancy to. alter the Go- 
verninent. The Senat is ſenſible , Ambition and 
military Gallantry are inſeparable, and that great 
Courage cannot endure the obſcurity of a private 
life ; of which we have a fair example in the 
Roman Commonwealth, who with all her power 
was not able to maſter her Generals. And: thig 
Maxim is ſo much the better, becauſe the Ye- 
vetians not deſigning to aggrandize themſelves by 
new Acquiſition , but only contriving how they 
may defend what they have got, have no need 
*5:42/11- of Generals among them, whoſe Ambition would 
dm ft keep them always in alarm ; there being but too 
j"> ;-2-, _many of thoſe haughty ſpirits, who believe all 
{: 010/41. things are lawful that conduce go Dominion, and 
dm ect. that it is meer madneſs to refuſe it in a puncti- 
Eurtp. lio of Religion *. 

Beſides, the General for a Commonwealth, find- 
ing himſelf adored by his Souldiers, favoured by 
tortune, and happy in an opportunity , without 
more than ordinary moderation, can hardly bring 
himſelf to depoſe an Authority that he / can 10 
eaſily keep, and rednce himſelf ro an Equality, 
when it is in his power to Command. Upon 
which conſideration, the Senart has laid it down 
tora Maxim of State, Never to put the Command 
of their Land-Armies into the hands of any of 
their Nobles ; ſeeing that to arrive at any per- 
tection in that Trade, they muſt paſs the beſt 
part of their time upon the Terra-firma, andiſcek 
their employment among forreign Princes, which 
would quickly make a breach among their No- 
bility, it being moſt certain, thoſe who had been 
long abſent from their Country, and taken up a 

way 
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way of living quite contrary to their old, would 
not accommodate very eaſily with their Compa- 
nions brought up in Idleneſs and Peace z by which 
means it would-not be long before their Repablick 
would be perplex'd and embroil'd by its own Ci- 
tizens. 

Therefore when they have War at Land, they 
invite to their Service ſome Prince or Forrei 
Lord, to whom they allow a large Penſion, with 
the Title of Generaliſſimo at Land : I ſay the Title, 
becauſe he has neither Authority nor Power, the 
Senat appointing conſtantly as his Councel,” or ra- 
ther as Spies, two Senators, which they call Pro- 
veditors General of the Army ; who never ſuffer 
him to be out of their ſight, nor take any Reſolu- 
tion, or undertake any Enterprize without them; 
On the contrary, he is oblig'd to do as they di- 
rect ; and Jet his Experience in Military Aﬀairs be 
what it will, they ſeldom comply with his Senti- 
ment, the Noblemen 'of Yen:ce being naturally 
enemies to any” Advice that is not their own, as 
if they defign'd their Perverſneſs ſhould ſhew their 
Dominion. And therefore they will not entertain 
Generals more brave, or of better Conduct than 
themſelves ; becauſe commonly their Complati-' 
fance is but ſmall, and that is a Quality with them 
equivalent to the greateſt. 

In the abſence of the Genzeral:ſimo, the General 
of the Infantry {a' Stranger too) has the Com- 
mand, by a Cuſtom quite different from other 
Princes; which is a great trouble to the General 
of the Horſe, as appeared by the Prince of A4o- 
dena, who quitted the Venetian Service upon that 
Score, during the War of Mantua. 
| The Senat not only entertains Forreign Generals, 
but all the Forreign Souldiers they can get, al- 


Ways retaining a ſpecial care of putting Arms my 
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the hands of their Subjects. Not that the Sena 
is ignorant how inconvenient the ſervice of For- 
reigners is, having had ſuch faral experience many 
times, and particularly in the famous Barrel of 
Ghiarra 4 Adda*, where moſt part of their Troops 
deſerted them ; bur becauſe they had rather be ill- 
ſerv'd, than have their Liberty endangered. 

The pain they find to get Souldiers, by reaſon of 
the ſlavery in which they keep them, (which is 
ſuch, that many of them have choſe rather to 
revolt deſperately to the Turk, ) conſtrains them 
to have recourſe to their Allies for ſuccour ; but 
they never do it but in great extremity, being as 
fearful of the Troops which they employ in their 
defence, as of thoſe that invade them ; and there- 
fore it is they ſo frequently change the Poſts and 
Quarters of their Auxiliaries, ſeparating them 
with great care, and incorporating them with 
their other Troops, to prevent or defeat any de- 
ſign their Commanders may have. Sometimes 
they force their Officers to retire, tiring out their 
patience by a thouſand aftronts ; and if they = 
pen to be obſtinate, and perſons that will not eaſily 
deſert their Party, they make no great ſcruple to 
remove them other ways ; witneſs Don Camille 
ae Gonzague, who died not many years fince at 
Capo a 1ſtria, of which they diſcharged themſelves 
by a ſolemn Service, and a Funeral Oration de- 
livered in the Senart. Many times they chooſe ra- 
ther to make a diſhonourable Peace, than to coſ- 
tinue or entertain Auxiliaries in their Defence; 
{o much do they abhor that kind of Cztrel, which 
they look upon as little better than Profefſed Ene- 
mies. For tis the Cuſtom of thoſe States who 
have over-reach'd their Neighbours and Allies, to 
apprehend being circumvented themſelves ſome 
me or other, judging of theic enemies by what 


they 
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they themſelves would do in their places. Where- 
fore the Senat never engages in a War but upon 
neceſſity, and after they have tried all ways to 
revent it, there being no act of Submiſſion that 
they will refuſe to deliver themſelves from thar 
Plague ; and the rather, becauſe their Affairs are 
ſupported more by their Reputation than Arms. 


Their bare averſion to War, if you will believe Mags fa- 


Andr. Moccenicus belli Camer, (who was one of 
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their Senators) made them change their old Patron ys. Tac. 
St. Theodore, becauſe he was a Souldier,. and re- Ann. y. 


ſembled St. George tog much, who 1s the Patron 
of Genoa. The Statue of St. Theodore to be ſeen 
upon one of the Pillars in the Place of Ser. Mark, 
Arm'd at all Points, but with his Lance in his Left- 
hand, and his Shield in his Right,does denote that 
Ir is not the Yenetians Profetſion to bear Arms ; 
though it is ſaid by that Symbol the Senar intended 
to intimate, that they never made War willingly, 
and that when they did make it, it was for no 0- 
ther end but to maintain a good and fafe Peace. 
And if in thirteen or fourteen Centuries they 
have rows fo Potent in /taly, it is eaſily imagi- 
nable, it was not ſo much by their Arms, as by 
their Money and Addreſs, like Philip of Aacedon 
in his Conqueſts in Greece. For Example, when 
any difference happened betwixt their Neighbours, 
the Sexat found ſome way or other of interpo- 
ling, under colour of accommodating their Quar- 
rel ; but in effect it was to embroil them more, by 
privately fomenting their Animoſity, exciting the 
moſt Potent to Revenge, and underhand giving 
Supplies to the weaker to continue the War, and 
nſenſibly to ruine them-both : ſo that having tired 
and exhauſted borh the one and the other, there 
was no great difficulty in diſpoſſefſing them all, 


by the neceſſity that was upon them of putting 
hy ” N the 
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the Conteſted Places into their hands » Depoſre 
or at leaſt of receiving a Yenxet:ian Garrilon. In 
the year 1404 they got poſſeſſion of F:cenza by 
means of Supplies, which they ſent to the faid 
Town to defend them againſt the Padrans their 
mortal enemies. They plundered moſt of the 
Great Perſons of Romagna, ſome they cayjol d by 
fair promiſes, others they ſurpriz'd, and others 
they betrayed under the ſacred name of Friend- 
ſhip, and pretended Protection. - The fame Practice 
they ufed with the Nobility of Ravenna, clpecially 
of the Family of Polenta, with the danfredi of 
Faienza, the Malateſtes of Rimini, and everal 
others : for they always eſteem'd it more Honou- 
rable to vanquiſh their Enemy by Cunning, than 
Force of Arms. And what was faid of the Re- 
mans,Sedendo Romanus vincit,may be ſaid of them; 
for many Victories have they obtain'd fitting in 
their Councils, and in their Cloſets ; Yet when 
Princes have made War upon them , without 
troubling themſelves to Treat, (in which notwith- 
ſtanding their greateſt Talent and Felicity lies,) 
they never fail to bring them to reaſon. And if 
Fope Pal V, had done as Sixras IV, and Palins I 
did, that is, joyn'd his Spixitnal Arms with the 
Temporal, he had certainly found the Yenetians 
more obedient, though perhaps their Cauſe was 
the better, Of late years they no ſooner ſaw the 
Freuca Army in their Territories, but they betook 
themſelves to ſuch groſs and mean ſubmiſſion, that 
their Confederate Princes were amaz to fi..d ſo 
little Courage in thoſe perſons, who before flatter'd 
themſelves with hopes of chaſing Lewis XII out of 
Alan, and ſeizing the whole Dutchy for them; 
(elves, to make their Dominion as abſolute all 
over raly, as they had made it in Romagna ; but 


Remarks, *0E lols of one Battel at Yaila made the Sengt CTY 
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peceavi, though before they had defied the Kings, 
and called them in derifion, Sons of St. Mark , as 
if they had been already overcome. 

And here I ſhall obſerve by the way, that upon 
ſeveral occaſions the YVenet:ans have done them- 
ſelves injury, by diſcovering their weakneſs and *+ 
puſilſanimity to their Enemies. Their Prayers and 
Submiſſions to Francis Carrare Lord of Padxa, 
during the War with Genoa, giving him in 


their Letters the Title of. High-_ 


neſs, * which at that time was 
given only ro Kings ; and ſup- 
plicating him to afford Audience 
to ſix Embaſſadors they had ſent 
to him (an Honour they had ne- 
ver before done to either Pope 
or King) theſe Condeſcentions, 


'* The Letter from the Se 


nat Was Written in Italian, 
in thele rerms: Magnifico 
e Porente Signere Franciſco 
da Carrara, d:ſcreto Impc= 
rial Vicario General Andrea 
Contarini per Dio Gratia 
D:ſe di Venegin. 


or rather Debaſements, I ſay, ſerv'd only to make 
him the more haughty, and deſirous of Revenge 
inſomuch thar all the anſwer they could get, was, 
That he would not hear their Embaſſadors, till be 
had firſt cauſed the fomr Braſs Horſes in the Portico 
of St. Mark to be brought away ; which are four 
curious Horſes that Marinzen, the firſt Podeſtate 
from that Commonwealth at Conſt antinople,”tiad ſent 


to YVenzce in the year 1205F. 


Noi pregamo Þ Altez<o voſtra qualmente vi pac- 
cia mandar voſtre Lettere de ſalvo Condotto de we- 
nr alla preſenza dell Alrez2a voſtra, andiendo libe- 
ramente li noſtri Ambaſſador: Piero Zuſtignan, Ni- 
colo Morofini P. Giacomo Priuli P. e tre alters del 
ooſtro Conſiglio de Pregadi, Gee, . Annales M. S. ae 
Veniſe. To the Magnificet/and © Potent Lord Fran- 
ciſco da Carrara, the moſt Wiſe and Diſcreet Im- 
perial Vicar, General Andreas Contarini, by the 
Grace of God Duke of Venice, Greeting. We veſzech 
Tour Highneſs, in what manner you pleaſe, to ſend 
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your Letter of Safe-Condutt, for the admitting ing 
the Preſence of Tour H 'ehneſs, and free Audience 

vr our Embaſſadors, Peter Zultignan Procaratoy, 
Nicolo Morofini P. Gizcomo Priuli P, and three 
more of our Senators, GC. 

Their Neutrality, which is another of their Fun- 
damental Maxims to keep themſelves in Peace, 
has been very prejudicial to them, and ſometimes 
pull'd War upon their Heads ; as it happen d when 
they endeavoured to have kept themſelves Nemter 
betwixt Lew:s XII, and Maximilian the Emperor, 
at that time engaged in War about the Dmtchy of 
Milan. For theſe two great Princes being equally 
incens'd againſt this Commonwealth, (whote Friend- 
ſhip added nothing to their Affairs) united in ſpight, 
and form'd the Project of the League of Cambray, 
in which all the Princes of Jraly were concernd, 
In a word, the Juncture was ſuch, that there was a 
neceſſity of declaring either for the one .or the 

| other: But the Senar having choſen the mid- 
"Noe ; way *, which in great dangers, and doubtful, is al- 
Pitia te- Ways the worſt ; in ſtead of preſerving their Friend- 
re-1mum 1hip, they difoblig'd both, and made them their 
eſt: Tac. Enemies. So that it may be ſaid of the Repyblick 
Hi/f.3. of Venice, what was ſaid by Florus of Marſeilles, 
. Trat deſiring Peace, ſhe precipitated her ſelf into the 
Var ſhe apprehended : Or what Alſonſo King of 
Aragon ſaid of the Srenors, comparing them to 
thote who are lodg'd in the ſecond Story of an 
Houſe, and incommoded with ſmoke from below, 
and water from above. Ard truly, if Neutrality 
EAR be not very well manuged, ir not only conciliates: 
+1: 19; DO Friendſhip, nor prevents any Enemies *; but it 
11:1c0; pas EXPOles ſuch States as have made it their Princi- 
11,” 9; ple (as the Venctians have done) to the contempt 
195 and hatred of the Conquerors, who according to 
Poly. 6. tae prudent Remonſtrance of the Kowan Embat- 
| ſador 
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fador to thoſe of Achaza, are accuſtomed to treat 
thoſe ill, and, if poſſible, ro ruine them that will 
not publickly eſpouſe their Intereſts, and run their 
Fortune : witneſs the Repwblick of Florence, which 
defir'd to remain Nexter betwixt Pope 7«lins IT, 
the King of France, and the King of Aragon ; and 
thereby not only, diſoblig'd the Pope, offended 
the King of France, who expected Supplies from 
it as a friend, but depriv'd it ſelf of thoſe advan- 
tages which it might have expected before from 
the King of Aragon upon Honourable Conditions, 

But as much averſion as the Seat has to Land- 
Forces, no leſs is its inclination to the Forces by 
Sea, upon which depends abſolutely the Conſer- 
vation of the Government, from whence it has had 
its riſe and encreaſe. In their Galleys are always 
diſpos'd a certain number of young Noblemen to 
inſtruct themſelves in Maritime Afﬀairs, and good 
Penſions are allowed to ſuch as embrace that Prg- 
teſſion. 

The Senat likewiſe obliges the rich Merchants 
who have Ships at Sea, to entertain at their own 
Charges two or three decayed Gentlemen per- 
mitted to carry a certain quantity of Goods with- 
out paying any Duty for Exportation ; or if they 
have not Money to furniſh themſelves for Trafhck 
during their Voyage, the ſaid Gentlemen have li- 
berty to ſell their Priviledg ro other People, and 
ſupply themſelves that way, which is a great re- 
lief 'to their tmiſery, and makes them in love with 
a Profeſſion that is ſa much to their advantage : 
beſides the hopes they have of arriving one day 
at the Chief Command of their Fleer, Fenice con- 
terring thoſe Commands Jike the Senar of Sparta, 
only to the Nebles, that they might not be wholly 
depriv'd of the Reputation of Military Conduct, 
the ſituation of their Town inviting them more-: 

over 
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over to that kind of Warfare. And in this it myþ 
be acknowledged the Yexetians have ſucceeded fþ 
well, that they deſerve to hold among all the 7ts 
lians the Preheminence for Power and Experience 
at Sea, as the Athenians had formerly among the 
Greeks. But it muſt be confeſs d likewiſe, it would 
have been more flouriſhing at this day, had their 
Predeceſfors contented themſelves to be Maſters 
of ſo many rich Iſlands in the Archipelago, with- 
out ſetting foot upon the Terra-firma, which has 
corrupted their ancient Manners, and put them up- 
on ways of living quite contrary to what they had, 
and what was neceflary to maintain them in their 
Grandeur : In which they were the more blamea- 
ble, becauſe to regulate them rhey had the Exam- 
ple of the Lacedemonians, who being the moſt for- 
cunate of all the Grecks in their Wars at Land, ſub- 
verted the Government of their Town, and ruind 
their State by making War by Sea againſt the 
Athenians ; who by continual Converſation in that 
Element, were become the ableſt and moſt ex- 
perienc'd Nation of Greece. But ir ſeems the Ve- 
netians had as much mind to imitate the Faults, as 
the Maxims and Laws of that famous Common- 
wealth. 

T ſhall not enlarge farther upon their Sea-Af- 
fairs, becauſe I ſhall hereafter have occaſion to 
ſpeak of them, when [I treat upon their Generals 
at Sea, I ſhall only mention in this place the or- 
dinary Forces, wherewith the Commonpealth of 
Venice keeps her Towns and Territories in obedi- 
ENCce. 


The Senat has always a body of Infantry call'd 


_ Cernida, which is to ſay, a People ſelefted out 


The V-nr. Of all their Territories, though in truth ir be 
tian Mili- nothing but a Maſs of miſerable Pefants, and al} 
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the Raſcality of the Terra-firma: But they coſt 
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them nothing in time of Peace, there being none 
but the Captains and Serjeants paid ; the firſt 
at the rate of twenty-five Ducats, the other ar 
ten Ducats a-month ; all the reſt contenting them- 
ſelves with certain Exemptions, and ſome ſlender 
gratifications at their Muſters. Nevertheleſs this 
Militia terves to keep the People in their duty, 
and the neighbouring Princes in awe. This out- 
ward appearance of War ( the true way to pre- 
ſerve Peace both at home and a-broad) being on- 
ly to ſhew their Forces are always ready to re- 
ceive ahd repulſe their Enemies. And becauſe the 
Boargeviſie or Citizens have rarely good intel[i- 
gence with their A/:t:a, (their humours and rheir 
intereſts being as oppoſite as their profeſſions ) 
the Governours of their Towns do always quar- 
ter their Souldiers ſeparately by themſelves; not 
ſo much to eaſe and ſecure the People againſt the * V* Smut: 
inſolence of the Souldiers, as to remove their Mints h 
[itia from the fury of the Popalace ( who would wi Aer 
make their advantage if they were ſeparated Y robore, 
and to ſecure themſelves from all ſurprizes, by f:4#c:2 ip- 
keeping their Land-Armies on foot , * and ready//' * oe” 
to obey the firſt Orders. Beſides, this Militia IS; wrede. 
not much unlike that which the Romans call d retur -=--ſt 
Milites Subitarii ; which being ſufficient to ſtop 994 ſubi- 
the firſt Career of a Sedition or Revolt, gives" "3" 
time to expect ſuccours from the neighbouring {12/7 
Towns, which never fail them, and keeps the ſubvenire. 
people of the ſaid Towns in perpetual fear. FTacAn4 

Their Cernida is divided into -—- Companies, 
amounting in the whole to abour 14 or 15000 
men, not much worth ; ſo that in their Wars the 
Venetians uſe them only as the Lacedemonians did , 


the Helotes their ſlaves, to keep their baggage *, : a; wh 


rentur ad paucos redatti in quodizbet ſtratum demortuorum Helotas 


reſitituerunt, Arhenzus. 
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and fill up the places of the dead, rather than 
to fight, which is not at all their buſineſs. 

Their Infantry, call'd Capelere, is of another 
Nature. The Senat truſts them with the Guard 
of their beſt Towns upon the Continent, having 
always found them faithful ro their Service, and 
inveterate againſt the Txrk. Nevertheleſs it is 
thought convenjent to ſeparate them into ſeve- 
ral Garriſons, becauſe together they might be 
be dangerous. There are conſtantly two Com- 
panies of them in Yenice, one to keep the Pa- 
lace, the other the Place of St. Mark, 

As to their Cavalry, they have always fifteen 
Companies in pay upon the Terra-firma : ſome of 
them (call'd groſs Companies) contiſt of 60 Ca 
r:aſſiers, which are beſtow d partly upon the 1rali- 
ans, and partly upon the Tramontani,or Forreigners, 
in recompence of their long or extraordinary Ser- 
vice; for their Pay is conſiderable. The reſt are 
called Capetetes, or Light-horſe, made up of Scla- 
vonians, Albanians, ( which they call Srradiots ) 
Nalmatians, and Morlaiks , all of them ſubjects 
ro that Commonwealth. The Curiaſſters lerve 
principally to ſuſtain and cover the Infantry in 
time of Batte], the weight of their Arms ma- 
King them unfit for Excurſions, which is the pro- 
per buſineſs of the Capeleres, The Morlaiks are 
a handful of men, who having quitted the Tyrks 
Service, ſubmitted freely to the dominion of this 
State, and have ſince ſignalized themſelves by 


their faith and their aCtivity. They infeſt the | 


Tarks with their continual inroads, whatever is 
portable they carry away, what is not they ſpoil ; 


* 005 d:f-and then fave themſelves in the Mountains, where 
fecruns m- It 1s harder to find than OVETCOme them * ; {0 


well are they acquainted with all the paſſages & 
turnings, Beſides their immortal reſentment of 
the 
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the barbarous uſage: they received of late years 
from the Baſhaw of Boſnia ; the conſideration of a 
Sequin which the Senart allows them for ev 
Turks head they bring in, has ſo blooded them 
againſt thoſe Infidels , and carried them fo far, 
that they have no hopes left of ,ever reconci-S 919} 
ling with the Turks *; which was all the Senar ,,* _ 
delir'd to fix them in their Service ; they look- ceree vin- 
ing upon them as fickle, and like birds of paſ- culum ſee 
ſage, held by the feathers, not the foot, their p96 = 
humour being as lncertain as their reſidence, + 
They have no fix'd place of abode ; they encamp 
in the Plains, and there ſet up their Cabanes, to 
avoid the licentiouſneſs of Towns, and the reſort 
of ſuch Citizens as teaching them delicacy, mays» x,,.,p,. 
corrupt their * Military Diſcipline, $anes Core 
ruptior 
miles. Fiſt, 1, Severius aturos fi vallum ſtatuatur /procul urbis 
z[lecebr 15! 


In ſhort, The Senat entertains a certain num- 
ber of VUkramontane Officers, with Penſions call'd 
Conaxites, The number of theſe Officers is com- 
monly 5o, but they are augmented as occaſion 
requires. Theſe Gentlemen have ſometimes Go- 
vernments in Dalmatia ; ſometimes the command 
of Groſs Companies, as their Service recommends 
them ; beſides other Priviledges, as not to be 
arreſted for debt, to have a fear in the Colledg 
when Affairs are in debate, and to take place in 
the Towns where their Commands lye, imme- 
diately next the Podeſta and the Captain at 
Arms. 

But the Yenetians chief Strength conſiſts in their 
Naval Force ; and their thoughts are moſt em- 
ploy'd upon that, in reſpect of the Scituation of 


their Town, which is wholly in the Sea, and ” 
c 


* 


A Dec- 


ſcription 
of rhe Ar- 


ſenat. 


The Government of Venice: 
defence of their Golf, and preſervation of thoſs 


Iſlands which they hold in the Mediterranean, In hav 

time there were only 25 Galleys, and four WF ©" 
Galleafles, witha few Barks and Brigantins Armed, wh 
to ſecure their Coaſts ; but they were able to ſet = 


out twice the number, were their Arſenal ſup- 
plied with Slaves, Sea-men and Souldiers, as wel 
2s other neceſfaries. Their Arſenal 1s one of the 
fineſt things in Exrope, and the beſt kepr. It isa 
place of about three miles in compals, in the form 
of an Ifland: at one end of the Town, and on that 
fide next the Main-Sea. Ir is wall'd about, and en- 
cloſed with Canals that ſerve for ſo many Ditches. 
Within it there are three great Fountains or Re- 
ſervatories which receive the water from the Sea, 
and communicate one with another upon occaſion, 
About them all three are an infinite number of lit- 
tle Houſes full of materials for Galleys, ſome 
made, ſome half made, others to be refitted, and 
all in their particular Magazins. For Example, 
one is full of Nails, another of all manner of Iron- 
work neceflary for a Galley. Two are full of 
Small-ſhot, and Cannon-bullet ; one of Planks, 
one with Rudders, one with Oars ready made, and 
two where they make them. + There are two 
places for Cordage of 4oo paces long, one for 
Hemp, another for Sailes, with a large Room full 
of Women to ſow them : one for Maſts; one for 
Pitch, one for Salt-Peter, and ſeveral for Powder. 
There are in it twelve Forges, or Smiths-ſhops, in 
which 100 men are continually working: Three 
Fonaerie, or Rooms for running of their Lead: 
A great Hall for weighing their Cannon : alarge 
Court full of Timber, Anchors, and Artillery, with 
about Boo Peeces of Cannon of all ſizes ranged in 
ſeveral Rooms: In a word, there are always Arms 
ready for 50000 men, The number of their con- 
ſtant 
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ſtant Workmen is 1200 ; and all: theſe Arrificers 
have a Superior Officer called 4miraghio, who 
commands the * Bacentaure on. Aſcenſion-day, 
when the Dake goes in State to marry the Sea : 
And here we cannot bat take norice, that by 'a ridi- 
culous Cuſtom this Admiral makes himſelf Re- 
ſponſible to the Senar for the inconſtancy of the 
Sea, and engages his Life there ſhall be no Tem-, 
peſt that day. Tis this Admiral who has the Guard Sf, -- 
of the Palais, St. Mark with his Arſenalotti, du- ar 
ring the interregnaem. He carries the Red-Standard 
before the Prince when he makes his Entry ; by 
virtue of which Office he has his Cloak, and the 
two Baſons (out of which the Dxke throws the 
Money to the People) for his fee. 

This Arſenal contains all that is neceſlary for 
defence of their State, and had the Spaniard ſuc- 
ceeded in his deſign to burn it, they had been loft 
beyond all hopes of recovery. For as to the two 
Armories in the Palais of St, Mark, they are 
not conſiderable, being only to Arm part of the 
Nobllity, if any Tumult ſhould happen during the 
Scefſion of the Grand Council. Tis faid the Twrk 
would not be troubled with Fence, if it were not 
for the Arſenal; that he eſteems tlie Arſenal 
more than the Town, which, if it were in his 
Power, he would willingly reſtore npon payment 
of a Tribute : and this is reported by an Engliſh, 
Author, who affirms he heard it from one of the x4; 
Principal Miniſters in the Grand Signior's Court. 

The Charge of this Arſenal amounts to-500000 
Dacats. The Workmen are paid every ſat#rday 
without fail. No man is received to work there 
under 20 years of age ; and no man can be a Ma- 
ter till he has ſerv'd eight years. 'Tis Governed 
by three Noblemen called Padroni all Asſenalc, 


who are changed eyery three years ; and by three 
P r gVe- 
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The Government of Venice. 
Proveaitors, whoſe Office it is ro chooſe the Work: 
men, and to ſee them paid. 

But becauſe Money is the Nerves of all Stateg, 
and gives motion to all its Members, it will not 
be amiſs to fay ſomething in general of the ordi- 
nary Revenue of this Commonwealth, from whence 
we may better judg of their real Strength. 

The Dmtchy of Venice, that comprehends the 
City, and all the Iſlands and Ports about it, pays 
. yearly three Millions of Dacats, befides the Duty 
upon Salt, which amounts to more than another 
Million : all amounting by Computation to little 
leſs than a Million Sterling, if you reckon every 
Ducat at 5o Sols French ; but L will not pretend 
to be too punctual in my Arithmetick. 

The Marquiſate of Treviſan being a good | 
Country, pays 28000 Dxcats. 

Padxa and the Territory abvut it pays 40000 
Dacats. 

Vicenza and the Country about it, 200000 D#- 
Cats. 

Verona and the YVeranois 360000 Dacats: 
| _—_ and its Diſtritt , 300000 Drcats at 

eaſt. 

Crema 160000 Dxcats, perhaps more. 

Breſſia,and the Country belonging to it, 1200008 
half of which is afſign'd to the payment of the 
Arſenal at Venice. 

The Poleſsn, called i! Contado di Rovigo, a miſera- 
ble Country, pays 140000 Dacats. 

Friul, a large Province, pays 400000 Ducat-s. 

_ The Countreys upon the Sea, as 1ftria, Dulma- 
tia, and part of Albania, with the Ifles of Corf#, 
L ante, Zephalonica, Cerigo, and others, pay by Ie- 
port 800000 Dacats, if not more. 

All which amounts to more than two Millicns 
Sterling, belides new Impoſitions that multiply 


every 


The Government of Venice; 
every day ; the Fythes of the Clergy, the Sale 'ef 
Offices, Confiſcarions, and ſeveral other Incomes 
very conſiderable. So that in time of Peace the 
Senat lays up vaſt Sums, their Form of Govern- 
ment exemprting them from the Expences of Mo- 
narchies, where all things are more Noble and 
Magnificent. Tis true, the State of Y:»ice has 
more reaſon to Jay up in time of Peace than any 
other Prigce ; there being none of them ro whom 
their Wars are ſo Chargeable as to it, who for the 
moſt part is ferv'd altogether for Money, With lit- 
tle or no attection from thoſe they employ. Be- 
fides, their ordinary Revenue is not ſufficient to 
maintain their Wars ; but when once they are En- 
gaged, they find out ways to ſupply themſctlves 
by new Taxes, extraordinary Empoſitions upon the 
Nobility, Gitizens, Ecclefiaſticks, and Mechanicks, 
by fclling Vebzlity to the Populace, the Veſt of 
Procarator, the Golden-Stele, and all the great Of- 
. fices to ſuch Lords as are ambitious ; which ways, 
during the Wars of Cambray, brought into the 
Exchequer 500000 Dacats in eight months time. | 
The Senar ſells Iikewile {xz C:tradinanta, or the 
Freedom of their City to Strangers, the Litles of 
Aſargqueſs and Conunt to the Nobvles of the Terra- 
firma: Liberty to Priſoners, Mercy to Criminals, 
Permition to return to Baniſhed Perſons. More- 
over it takes Money at the rate of two or three 
per Cent, out of the Banks for Pious Uſes, as in 
that at Treviſan in the year 1669. It conſtrains 
the Rich to lend rhem, but eſpecially the 7ews, 
whom they ſqueeze like ſpunges when they pleaſe, 
threatning to ſend them packing upon the leaſt he- 
fitation. During the War of Candia, the fews in 
Y-nice only, furnifhed the Sexar with five or fix 
M.llions, and yer ſome few weeks before 


Cazdia was Surrendred, they made bold to draw 
| F Bills 
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Bills upon them for a conſiderable Sum more. 


At the end of that War, if we may bc&lieve Pi 
what was commonly reported in Yenice , that di 
Commonwealth was indebted above fixty millions fo! 
of Livres ; and it was true; Yet a few years pa 
Peace will eafily recover them , and put their ro 
affairs again into good condition ; there bei m 
no Prince that ſpends leſs ſuperfluouſty than they, as 
which Parcimony is to them as good as a reve- ro 

# Parcims. venue *, Beſides, their Officers who manage the th 
nia mag- publick Treaſure , having ſo many eyes upon H 
them, and being to give account of their ad- rc 
miniſtration to as many Judges as there are a1 
Nobles, *tis impoſſible for them ſafely to im- ol 
bezzle it ; for the Multitude, as they cannot rl 
diſſemble, ſo they never forgive ; for the 4#- C 
zacco di Caſſa, or purtoining the Publick- Money, a 
is unpardonable at Yenice. t 

Furthermore, no payment is made, but it is firſt 0 
baloted,or authorized in the Pregadi;lo that nothing 7 
paſſes out of the Cotlers of their Exchequer, but p 
upon good terms. When the ſum they owe is \ 
conſiderable , they pay it not al} at one time, ( 
but by parcels and degrees, thereby to keep their 
Creditors in Venice, that before their ſecond re- ] 
ceipt . their firſt may be fpent among them ; 
and this practice is fo frequently obſerv'd, that 


many times their Ereditors are forced to renounce 
all and be gone, leſt their attendance ſhould | 
conſume them. Beſides this, all their payments 
are made in Dxcats, a Coin that cannot be tranſ- 
ported, it being of ſo baſe an allay. it would 

fcarce give half the value out of that State; | 
For this reaſon they are glad to change them | 
ar great loſs for Gold, or lay out their money 
m Commodities; ſo that ir returns generally 
trom whence it came, or at leaſt a great part of it. 
Again 


The Government of Venice. 
Again, the diſcovery of the Zaft Tndies by the 
Portugals in the year 1498 , has been a great 
diminution to the Revenue of this Republick ; 
for whereas all the Spices and Drugs from thoſe 
parts were brought: by Aleppo atd Alexandria, 
to which places they were convey'd upon Cam- 
mels backs, and from thence to Yenice by Sea z 
as being at that time the Magazine for all Ez- 
rope; Vaſquez de Gama found a way to bring 
them at much leſs. charge..by the Cape of good 
Hope ; which has prejudiced the Yenerans in their 
revenue to the value of 9 or 10 millions -per 
ann. For then rhey ſer what price upon their 
goods they pleas'd ; and they could do it, being 
the only people who ſupplied all Exrope. And 


alone, by his diſcovery of the Weſt Indies, as all 
the Genozs together in their ſeveral Wars ; for 
by his Navigations he opened a way to the Spa- 
mards and Portizrais, who ſince then have ſup- 
plied themſelves plentifully by Sea with ſuch 
Merchandize - as before they were forc'd to buy 
of the Yenetians at their own rate. 

Let us now ſee what is objected by fame peo- 
ple againſt the Conduct and Oeconomy of this 
State, Some blame their ſelling of Nobility as 4 
d;.010rable thing : Others condemn the extra- 
vagant indxlgence of the Senat towards their Prieſts, 
Monks, and Religions perſons : And others\ de- 
claim as much at rheir Stews, and rhe publick, pro- 
tett;on of Conrtiſans. 

As to the ſale of Nobility, 'tis abſolutely ne- 
cellary, the ancient Families extinguiſhing every 
day ; and if new ones ſhould not be ſubſtituted 
in their places, the Government would fall into 
an Oligarchy ; by which it would be eaſte for 
the People to poſſeſs themſelves of the power 
F 2 an 


"7 


Chriſtopher Columbizs did them as much miſchief 1490, 


and exclude rhe remainder of the Nebles. Beſides, 
the profit-of this Sale is employed to the eafe of 
the People, who would otherwiſe be over-laden 
with Impoſitions to ſupply the neceilities of their 
Wars, did not the Senar rather chooſe this as a 
more mild and plauſible way to ſupply them- 
{clves out of the Purſes of Rich men by a volun- 
tary Contribution. Again, hereby the People have 
the ſatisfaction to ſee their Friends. and Relations 
ſharers in the Civil Adminiſtration, and are there- 
by rendred better contented with what pafles, and 
better inclin'd to the intereſt of their Country, 
Hence it follows that thoſe few Noblemen who 
are averſe to this new way of Creation, are not 
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to be eſteem'd io good Citizens as they ought to 
be, in that they prefer their Pathons and private 


Punctilios before the real Intereſt and Advantage 


of: their State. 

This was the Caſe of one of the Prixl/, who 
profefled he had never, nor never would give his 
voice to any of thoſe Pretenders, it being, in his 


TtePook judgment, undecent to {cl] their Nobility, which 
1 Wii was to be conferr'd only upon Merit, and to put 


tThC naincs - 


of all rne 
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into * the Golden-Book the names of Artificers and 
Mechanicks. And it was wittily faid upon that 
occaſion by fohn Sagrede, That mixing their Situ! 
with ſuch mean <il!.:y, was no. leſs Criminal thas 
Cormmg. 

As to the Serat's Indulgence to the Church-men, 
tis true it is too great, eſpecially to their Monks, 
who (as was well ſaid by Cardinal Elcs during his 
Lrnerature at Venice) had great need to have ther 
Floods taken ſorter.) But by their kindneſs 10 


them they tecure themſelves againtt the effetts of 


the Cerfures and Excommunications of Kome ; for 
the Monks being ſenſible that no other Prince 
would allow them that liberty as they find in Fe 

nice, 
H 


The Government of Venice. 
vice, where they live happily and contented, they 
make no great ſcruple ro diſobey either his Hol:- 
peſs, or their General; agamſt whole threats they 
oppoſe the favour and protection of thar'Srate, as 
the Shield of Achilles. Of this we have ſeen a 
fair Example in the Interdittion of Pant V, which 
was obferyed by no body: but the Feſuires, the 
Theatins, and a part of the Capnthins: for in 
ſpight of all the endeavours of the Pope's Party, 
who at Ferrara, Bologna, and Mantra, cried our 
againſt this Commonyealth as being Latheran , 
ſpreading all over their State Seditious Libels, pro- 
nouncing all their Marriages void, their Children 
illegitimate, and thouſand other phings of that Na- 
cure ; yer the People went on, continued Obedi- 
ent, and enjoyed their Repoſe. Whereas had not 
the Monks been oblig'd to rhe Stare by their own 
proper Intereſt, at a time when the Pope was fup- 
ported by fo many Boxttfexx,elpecially by the Spa- 
ard, the ſaid Monks might have diſpoſed the 
People ro a Revolt, by declaiming againſt the Go- 
vermnent , and feducing ' timerous Conſciences ; 
which was a way whereby they have many times 
put /raly into a flame. So that the attection of 
their Eoclefraſtichs ſtands the Senat in good ſtead, 
together with their Right, which would other- 
wiſe be preſerved by the common Ifitereſt of all 
the Princes in Exrope, * And it was eaftly preſaged 
at the. beginning of "that Afﬀair, thar the Iflue 


longing to his Holineſs, and the State -of Venice) 
That rhe Botgian Dragon would not be able to over< 
power the Venetian Lion;and that though the Dragon 
fonghr deſperately with its Wings, yet the L1on wonld 
find wherewithal to dtſend it ſelf. To which they 


applied that Verſe of. Scripture, $46 umbra alarum 
F 3 FHarum, 


would not be happy for the Pope ; it being a com- Scc the 
mon ſaying, (alluding to the Coats of Arms be- Remarks. 
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tuaram, Which the FVenetians uſed then as their 
device, Pax tib; Marce, being their device only in 
time of Peace: and for this reaſon in time of 
War, or upon any vigorous preparation thereunts, 
the Book in their Eſcutcheon is ſhur. 

The Senat draws another Advantage from the 
licentiouſnefs of their Clergy, and thar is ro diſcre- 
dit them with the People, who as blind, and as 
corrupt as they are, can yet ſee their ignorance, 
and abhor their Debauches. So that their il|-hu- 
mors are not much to be feared, it being cers 
rain the People would never hearken ta them, or 
willingly follow the perſwafion of thoſe for whom 
they have (o little reſpect, or opinion of their 
Condutt in any Conſiderable Enterprizes : beſides, 
the Senat knaws ſo well how to Coax them in time 
of War, that they Wheedle them our of vaſt 
Sums without violence or diſcontent ; for they do 
not oblige them to Contribution by any Edict or 
Poſitive Decree, as they do the reſt of rheir Sub- 
jects, but by ſuch Prayers and intimations of their 
Neceſſities, as they-are not able to refiſt *, as they 
did in the War in Candia. To which may be ad- 
ded, that upon extraordinary Exigence the Senat 
rouches them with the ſpecious pretext of their 
i1]-lives, and the ſcandal they give, thereby to 
obtain of the Pope ſupprefſion of their Monaſte- 
ries, and Confiſcation of their Goods. 

And as to the irregularity of the Vmns, *tis an 
Inconvenience mult neceſſarily be diſſembled, leſt 
they ſhould make deſperate ſo many young Gen- 
tlewomen as the Nobility do daily force into their 
Covents, where they never would Profels, did they 
not tind themſelves better accommodated' than at 
home with their Parents. 'Tis true, none of them 
ought to be forc'd to that kind of Vocation ; but 
if we conſider the inclination moſt young Women 

have 
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have to Liberty, their diſhonourable intrigues with 
their Servants, and their other impurities thar 
would ſtain the Paper to deſcribe; we muſt ex- 
cuſe the ſeverity of their Friends, who have not 
their hundreds of eyes to obſerve them ; and 
thoſe poor Gentlewomen who never ſtir abroad, 
and who are depriv'd, by the Cuſtom of the Coun- 
try, of all the Pleaſures and Divertiſement of 
their lives, ought in Equity to have ſome Enter- 
tainment in their Cloiſters, and at leaſt to be al- 
lowed the priviledg of ſeeing their Lovers at a 
Grate, when beſides what they ſee there, they ſee 
nothing but the walls of their Chamber. 

In ſhort, their Proteftion of Comrreſans is an 
evil from whence the Seat receives great Advan- 
tage, dehvering themſelyes thereby from the Care 
they muſt otherwiſe take of keeping their young 
Noblemen employed, who having nothing to/ do, 
would probably entertain-themſelves in Deſigns 
againſt the State. 

The Comrteſans are a kind of Leeches applied to 
ſuch Members as have too much blood. They are 
Spunges that ſuck up Forreign Moiſture, and are 
ſqueezed by the Magiſtrate when he ſees occaſion : 
for if. they dreſs themſelves like Perſons of Qna- 
lity, or if they commit any other faulr againſt the 
Law, the Officer des Pompes fines them ſo ſeverely, 
that they are many times forc'd to ſell all, and lie 
themſelves upon the ground. - One time when the 
Signores (for ſo they call the Comrreſans) were re- 
tird from Yenice, they quickly found the incon- 
venience, young Gentlewomen being every day 
ſtollen, and raviſh'd from their Parents ; and ſome- 
timgs the Gates of the moſt Eminent /Monaſteries 
broke open, ſo as the Seigniory was forc'd to invite 
the Ladies of Pleaſure from all Parts, and to affign 


them. certain Houſes, which they called Caſe- 
*/- 4 Kampane 
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Rampane, from whence Comes that word of Ohblg- 
quy, Carampara, at Yenice, From Whence We may 
oarher, that there are ſome [!|s that cannor be con- 
veniently remedied ; that rhe Maladies of State 
are incurable when they are old ; and that a Cars 
chimical and ill-aftected Body 1s better ler alone in 
Repoſe, than to have the Humors ftirrd by Phy- 
ſick that cannot carry them off, Bejides, "tis Pru- 
dence in a Prince to connive at What he cannot 
ſuppreſs, otherwiſe his Authority would be Ex- 
pos'd, and grow Contemptible, when his Com- 
mands were not capable of being put in Execu- 
tion. It would be more caſy to Introduce a new 

Governument,than to Retorm Abulcs that 


* Non 1111us negoti 
eſt Remp. emenaare, 
1144171 AL initin CO3,- 
rot?! CiCs At :ft.4. Pol. 
+ 


T IVWiti A OCURAr armec 
bom:nts. LaC-Hiſti4. 
$ Cn. Pompcius co-- 
TiTe; d:s morious dts 
lectiis, (5 gravror YOu 
MLC11S UM dolicta 
erant, jarum legium 
AMWULOT id WW, Cc ſubvere 


fe - Ann. 4 


have pait into a Cuitom *. And indeed 
no Government can be perfect f, becauſe 
there will be Exorbitances whilit there 
are men. 

Therefore it was that Cato was 
reckon'd no wiſe-man, becauſe he knew 
not how to accommodate to the pro- 
pentity of the age. And Tac:trs ob- 
ſerves, that + Pompey, who was choten 
Cenſor for the reformation of Manners, 
was glad to aboliſh thoſe Laws that he 
himſelf had cftablifſhed , becauſe he 
found them leſs fupportable than tite 
Evils againſt which they were made, 


This it was made the Great Cofino de Xedicis ay, 
that rhe City of Florence had better 'be Corrupted 
than Ruined ; implying that a Prince has more Ho- 


nour by preſerving his Country in what condition (t 


ever, than in bfing it quite. 


Having ſpoken at large of the Policy of the Ye- 
netians at home, it remains now that I rouch upon 
their Correſpondencies abroad ; and I ſhall o it 
according ro the Information 1 received when 1 
Was relident at Venice, And firſt With 
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With Yhe Pope. 


E Senat endeavors to entertain good 
Correſpondence with the Popes; the Senat 
reſpects, and reverences, and complies 

with them in every-thing, provided they be juſt, 
and keep themſelves within the bounds of heir 
Juriſdiction, without intrenching upon the /ene- 
tian, For if once they encroach, they are ſure to 
meet with nothing but contradiction and reſiſtance. 
Witneſs the pallages in the times of Paw V, and 
Urban VIW. When I was in Venzce,there were great 
Diſputes betwixt the Court of Kome and that 
State, about the Priviledges of the Religions, who 
were oblig'd to atfift at Preceſſtons ; and about a 
Canal the Senar made upon the Po, on the Con- 
fines of Poleſin and Ferrara, for the 'convenient 
tranſportation of their Merchants Goods, without 
carrying them thorough the Lands of the Church ; 
which Card:nal Altier: endeavoured very earneſtly 

to have obſtructed, but was not able to prevall. 
There is an ancient Emulation betwixt theſe two 
States, continued by the pretentions of the one, 
and the oppoſitions of the other : there being no 
Prince in all /raly that ſtands more upon their Dig- 
nity than the Sezgniory of Venice. Nor is there 
any State but that in all Ezrope, which has exclu- 
ded their Clergy from participation of the Civil 
Government, or neglected to have Penſioners in 
Rome, they having made it a Maxim to them- 
ſelves not to meddle in the Eletion of the Popes. 
To which may be added their detention of the 
| Poleſin, 
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Poleſin, an ancient Member of the Dutchy of Fer. 
rara, that is like to be a perpetual occaſion of 
Difference and Conteſtation betwixt them. In the 
mean time the Yenet:an courts and careſſes the 
Pope by the Magnificence of their Embaſſies, and 
by conferring their Nob:/:ty upon the WNephews, (a 
Cuſtom introduc'd ſince the time of Alexander 
VI Son of Ceſar Borgia). In recompence the Pop: 
has granted them Tenths upon the Clergy, and ſup- 
preſſion of Abbeys in caſe of War with the Turk; 
permits them ſometimes to ſupply themſelves 
with Corn out of the Eccleſiaſtical Lands, and al- 
ways comprehends them in the Promotions made 
for the Crowns. 

In ſhort, the vicinity of their Countries, (which 
are conterminous both by Land and by Sea,) and 
their mutual jealouſy of the King of Spazn in Ita- 
ly, unites them by the common ligament of In- 
tereſt :. and therefore the Spaniard, who well un- 
deritood the importance of that Union, employed 
all his Cunning with Pal V, to engage him in a 
War againſt the Srate of Yenice when he inter- 
dicted it, as knowing that they alone ſhould go 
away with the profit. 
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With Spain. 


ND therefore the Venetian has no rea- 
A fon, and indeed do not heartily bear 

g00d-will to. the Spaniard, whoſe il] Offices 
and Violence they have ſo often reſented. And 
though they ſeem to improve their Amity, and 
render it ſincere by continual Embaſſies one from 
the other , yer 'tis but a Copy of their Counte- 
nance ; and nothing is more clear than that the 
Animoſity is immortal, and that the Spaniards can 
never forgive them the diſmembring of Breſſia, 
Bergamo, and Crema, from the Dutchy of Milan, 
and the YVenetians are in continual fear they ſhould 
attempt to recover them. So that they hate nor 
the Spaniards only by Habit and Cuſtom, (as the 
Marqueſs de Caſftle-Roderigno told the Venetian Em- 
baſſador Peter Bazadonne,) but from certain and 
experimental knowledg of their ill inclinations ro- 
ward them. Furthermore, the Senat keeps con- 
ſtantly a Reſident in Milan, which is the Shop 
where all the Spaniſh deſigns againſt /raly are for- 
ged; and from whence they underſtand all their 
Negotiations with the Princes, the Poſture of 
their Aﬀairs, and ſeveral other particularities, 
which being faithfully tranſmirred, are very Eſfſen- 
tial to the benefit and fafety of their Common- 
wealth ; and to ſucceed the more effectually, they 
do court and careſs the Governor of that Pro- 
vince with all poilible Induſtry , in reſpect that 
their Amity and good Intelligence with the King 


of Spain depends much upon the fayourable im- 
. | | preſſiong 
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preſſions he receives of them from that Miniſter, 
as appeared by the tranſactions in the time of Doy 
Pedro de Toted>;and the Dake ae Feria,both Gover- 
nors of Milan, and both holding the Stare of Ve- 
zice in continual Agitation, as, being their particu- 
lar Enemies. And there warited bur little of fal- 
ling into a dangerous War, for a ſmall Pals called 
Strada dello fticcato, that yoyns the Territories of 
Cremaand Bergamo together, by which Pats the 
Dxke de Feria ;pretended to march his Troops 
without permiſſion from the Senzr. Again, the 
Venetian hates the Spamard, as having found them 
more dangerous Enemies in time of Peace, than 
in War; as was. manifeft in the Excommunication 
of Paul V, and nor many years after, in the Con- 
piracy of Dex Alonſo la Queva their Emballa- 
dor : which occaſioned that ſaying of Trajano Br 
calini, that intime of War it was ſuffictent only to 
loch their door « but in time of Peace, he who would 
be ſafe againſt them, muſt bolt, and dowble-lock , and 
barricado, and. yl little ewpngh to keep them ont, 
And the Yenetzans had good reaſon to be alarmd 
when the Princeſs, Mary of Mama *,had thoughts 
of Marrying the Cardinal Tofowt of Spain, accord- 
Ing to a ſecret Engagement the had given the Em- 
peror to that purpole ; for if that Match had gone 
torward, the, Commonwealth of Venice had been 
hedg'd in on all ſides by the Houſe of Arſtria. 
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With the Emperor, 


HE Senat of Venice is the better inclin'd 
| to the Emperor, becauſe it fears nothing 
from him in Zraly,. where he has neither 
Reputation nor Eſtate, Their greateft pique to 
him, is only for being deſcended from a Family 
whoſe Eldefit Branch is ' their greateſt Enemy. 
Yet the Emperor has his pretences to Frims, 
that his Predeceilors engaged formerly to the 
State of Yenzce for 400000 Crowns : But there 
is Preſcription now in the cafe, and the Senat has 
fortify'd their Title of Forfeiture, by the Right 
of Conqueſt, having recovered that Province by 
their Arms,” after they had been expuls'd by the 
Emperor Maximilian T. Udina the capital City 
having neither -ground nor ſcituation proper to 
be fortify'd, they have fortify'd Palma Nova ac- 
cording to the new way of Fortification, with 
nine Bulwarks in a Circle, which has made it &- 
qually ſtrong on all ſides, and capable of reſiſt- 
ing any enterprize , either from the Houſe of 
Auſtria or the Turk ; which latt has many times 
ravaged and over-run the whole Country, the 
poor Inhabitants being glad to leave all, and re- 
tire with their Families into this place, as their 
only Sanctuary and Aſylum. 

Upon his pretenſion to Fr: it is, that the 
Emperar' pretends to the Nomination of The 
Patriarch of Aquilea ; which in tyuth remaind 
in his' Predeceflors 'after the ſaid Province. was 


engaged :' But to prevent «l] manner of Contro- 
 yerhie, 
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verſie, the Senar has found out a way never tg 
let it be vacant, by giving him who has the Title, 
power of chuſing a Coadjutor, which he never 
fails to do out of his own Family, and by thar 
means keeping it conſtantly in being, the ZE 
peror is defeated, and becomes utterly excluded 
from that Nomination. 

But the Emperor, as he 1s K img of Hungary, 
retains a right in Dalmatia, which X:ug Lud 
laus engaged to the Yenetians for 1:0000 Di 
cats, though the Yenetians pretend he iuld it 
out-right : However, that ſeems not probable, 
for King Wincelaus demanded reſtitution of it 
during the Wars of Camvray, threatning Peter 
Paſqualigne their Embaſſador, to do himſelf juſtice 
with his Sword, if they would not do it without, 
But he wanted Money, and loſt a favourable of- 

' Portunity of entring. that Province, whilſt the 
Venetian hands were full in defending themſelves 
againſt the Emperor and the King of France. 


How the Venetians ſtand mith 
the Electors of the Em- 
-. - 


His Commonwealth holds no Correſpondence 
with the Elefors of the Empire, either 
becauſe they have no buſineſs with them, 

or by reaſon of an old Controverſie betwixt them 
about Precedence ; which the Eleforal Collcag 
bas always diſputed, upoy an Arreſt of the Got- 

Ach 
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den Bull in theſe words, Sacri Roms. Imperii E- 
lettores digniores habentur ceteris Principibus pre- 
ter Reges ; and the Example of one of the Em- 
baſſadors of the Palatinat, who as they pretend 
had the precedence of Yincent Grandenigue the 
Venetiauy Emballador, in the Ceremonies at the 
Wedding of the Emperor with the Princeſs Ma- 
ria Anna de Bavaria, celebrated at Gratz in the 
year 1600, As to the Bull, the Venetian replies, 
that he is comprehended under the exception 
preter Keges, being teeated- tike K:ngs in all the 
Courts of Exrope. And if the Count d Ognate, 
the Spaniſh Embaſlador, refuſed it to Peter Grits 
the Yenetian Embaſſador at Vienna *, as was 
| done fince at Madrid by the Emperors Embat- 
lador the Count de Cheſniller, to Leonardo Moro 
Embatiador from that Senat ; yet this Novelty 
which they would introduce, to revenge their 
quarrel about the Yalteline, could not prejudice 
the known Right of this Kep#blick,, nor ſtrengthen 
the Right of the Eleftors. In a word, a Card:- 
zal refuſing Letters from the Senat, becauſe they 
were writ with the Title of //l«ſtriſſzmo, and not 
Eminentiſſimo, Urban VIII declared in the Sacred 
Colledg, that he comprehended the State of Ye- 
mce in the clauſe Exceptis Regibxs, and requird 
all the Cardinals to treat them as formerly. Ir 
is clear likewiſe, if the Dwke of Yenice ſhould 

£0 tO Rome, he would be received as a Kg, | 

as Chriſtopherus Morus was received at Ancona gee th 

by the Sacred Coll-dg , during the vacancy ofRemarks. 

the See. For though he has but the Title of a 
Duke, that Title bcing perſonal would ceaſe by 
repreſentation of the Body of the Commonwealth, 
Winch is a kind of Royalty or Kzng. And this is 
lo true, that in the Pont:ficat of Clem. VIIL cer- 
rain Cardinals adyiſing with the Maſter of the 
Ccre- 
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Ceremonies, how they ſhould treat Duke Maria 


Grimani if he came to Ferrara, as his Holi, th 
had invited him, it was told them by the faid WF hi: 
Matter of the Ceremonies, that they muſt treat a5 
him like a King, that Commonwealth having for ro 
a long time been poſlels'd of the Soveraignty, fo 
lis 

= 5M ſh 
tl 

LD K ta 
Their Condition with France, i 
t 

F the. Sexat has an averſion to the Spaniard, le 

it has no great kindneſs for the French, whole t 
Power they look upon with an evil eye, ® 

as fearing their Neighbourhood, and retaining the ki 
the memory of their Wars with Zew:s XII. The n 
French acquiſition of P:gnerol, increaſes their fear, V 
though ir be as a Port open'd to the Supplies V 
ſent to the /ralian Princes, againſt the oppreF c 
; 


hon of the Spaniard, who were grown og * 
portable ro them, ſince the Exchange for the 
AMarquiſat of Saluzzes. 

The Yenetian makes it it his buſineſs to ſtand 
Neuter betwixt the Spaniard and the French, &- 
ther to preſerve the Friendſhip of both, or 10 
to balance their Power, as to keep. both in an 
Equilibrinm. And how great ſoever their Jea- 
loutie be againſt the Spariard, they would never 
help to drive them out of 7raly to bring the 
Frexch m their places : For which cauſe the Con 
ae la Rogue, Embaſſador from Spain at Venut, 
tound no great difficulty in gaining his cauſe 4 
gain!t Meſſienrs de Belliewre and de la Twillerit, 
the French Embaſſadors, who ſolicited the Send 
to a League with their King againſt the KY 

0 
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of Spain, that by a conjunction 'o6f their Forces 
they 'might wreſt the. Darchy of Milan out bf 
his hand. And the Marquis of Fremtes prevaild 
as eaſily with that Srare, not to ' ſuffer the French 
to paſs the River Azz, demanding that liberty 
for the King his Maſter ; by that arrtifice to ob- 
lige the Senat to a refuſal of Fraxce that they 
ſhould nor be able tro excufe ;z and-by. ſo doing, 
they ſfav'd Milan, which otherwiſt had been-cer- 
tainly loſt, as the Afargars of Caracene confels'd, 
if the French had- gain'd- paſſage there. -- - 

Beſides, the Spani/b humour is more agreeable 
to the YVeretians than the French ; and doubt- 
leſs they would love the Spaniards much the bet- 
ter of the rwo, had they no Dominions in /caly,; 
or if thoſe they have were in our poſſeſſion. But 
to ſay truth, the Yenetian loves neither the one 
nor the other ; and how great ſoever their out- 
ward appearance and correſpondence may be, they 
will never truſt either of them more than of me- 
cefſity they are oblig'd. And 'tis a common fay- 
ing, That the Venetians know how to hate the Spa- 
nmard without favouring the French. L 

However it muſt be confeſs'd, they are more 
inclinable ro the French than the Spaniard, efpe- 
cially in what relates to their Embaſſadors, who 
are more defir'd there, and are more confider'd 
than the Spaniſh. Behdes, the Senar upon par- 
ricyſar occaſions, ſides always with the French ; 
as In the vacancy of the Holy See, at which 
time they give Orders to ſuch Cardinals as de- 
pend upon them, to join with the French Faction 
in the Conclave ; and to their Embaſlador at Rome, 
to aft in that affair by conſent of the French Em- 
baſſador : Which is a great advantagexo the French 
when the Venetian Embaſſadors proceeds franckly 


decofding te Orders from his Maſters, who are 
6G ng 
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no lefs concern'd in point of intereſt to © 

the Spaniards than the French, Yet ſometimes 
they iteer quite” contrary, as Sorance betray'd the 
French party in the Conclave, in the year 1621, 
in hopes he ſhould have got a Cap. Moreover 
the Venetian Cardinals depend not abſolutely up- 
on the Sexat, which contributes nothing to their 
promotion, bur their ſingle recommendarion to 
the Pope ; but they ſerve in their own way, with- 
out conlidering any thing but their own intereſt, 


—_— —_——— i 


——— 


Their Condition with the Duke 
of Savoy. 


f HE YVenetians and Dake of Savoy do not 


live in the ſame good intelligence as for- 

merly. Charles Emanuel I. began the breach, 
by ſending home their Embaſlador Y;zcext Guſſow 
upon occaſion of fuccours they ſent to the Car- 
dinal Duke of Mantona, for the defenſe of Mont- 
ferrat. Vittor Amidenus offended them likewiſe, by 
taking upon him the Title of King of Cyprus : And 
Duke Charles Emanucl Il. has been all his time 
at a diſtance, or rather in diſpute with them 
the fame ſubject, and the ſuperſcription 0 
Letters from the Senart. The Count de Bighwre 
the Duke of Savoys Embaſſador, having causd 


the Arms of Savoy quartered with the Arms of 


Cyprus to be ſct up over his Gate, the Senat ſent 
him word, if he caus'd them not immediately t0 
be taken down, he ſhould ſee them raken dom 
tor hum, and torn before his face, And the Em- 

baſſador 
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baſador was glad to ſubmit. One day Count Ph;- 
lip d Aplie, a Knight of the Annonciade, raking 
roo far into that ingrateful Matter, drew upon 
himſe]f an unhappy Anſwer from Catarin Belegne 
the Venetian Embaſſador ; who told him, that his 
Maſters, the State of: Venice, would be very glad if 
the Kingdom bf Cyprus were in the Hands of his 
Highneſs the Duke of Savoy, and not in the Hands 
of the Turk ; becauſe, if in his Highneſs's Hands, he 
was ſure his Maſters would be able by Force of Arms 
ro recover it in two Months; Theſe alterations, and 
ſeveral others of a later date, by degrees broke 
all rheir Correſpondence ; ſo thar in the year 1670, 
the Senat called home their Embatſador Francis 
Michicli, with which the Duke was offended, and 
more particularly with the faid Embaſſadors re- 
fuſal ro ſend him one of his Pages, who had drawn 
his Sword againſt one of the Dake's Pages in his 
Anti-Chamber ; and the ſaid Dake recalling in like 
manner his Embaſlador the Count de Bigliore from 
Venice, he departed the next morning after his 
Audience of Congy, that he might not receive the 
uſual Preſents of that Repmb/ick, and thereby ſig- 
nify his Reſentment. 

Beſides all theſe Connderations, the Dxke of 
Savoy's intimacy and adherence to the French, dif- 
guſts the Yenerians exceedingly, who without that 
could not conceal their diſpleaſure at the delivery 4 
of Pipnirol. So jealous are they of the King ofs«;;; 
France's farther Progreſs in /taly *, Temendo 0.2m os 11:48 
limente (lays Nani) il giogo, e ul ſoccoroſo F, Fear-f Sce the 
ing equally their Yoke, and their Aſſiſtance, cmarks 


in Vi*tor. 
Amedeus, 
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Their Poſture mith the Great 
Duke of Florence. 


. 


{ k- Republick on the other ſide maintains all 


poſſible Correſpondence with the Great 

Duke of Tuſcany, whom ſhe looks upon as a 
Prince of much Reputation in /raly, and one whoſe 
Predeceſlors have always ſhewed themſelves well- 
Aﬀected to the intereſt of the Yenet:anus. And 
\ their partiality appearcd in the buſineſs betwixt 
the Count de Bigliore, and the Iarqueſs Ricards, 
both Embaſſadors- of Obedience, one from the 
Dake of Savoy, the other from the Duke of Fle- 
rence, ſpreading abroad Reports among the People 
to the advantage of the Florentines, and contrivd 
on purpoſe to debaſe and tarniſh the glory of the 
Savoyards, 

And it troubles the FYenerians much to ſee the 
faid Prixce as it were Beleaguer'd on all fides by 
Spaniaras, Who are in poſſeſſion of Piombino, Porto- 
longone, Orbitille, and Porno- Hercole, with Garri- 
{ons in ſeveral places in his Territory. 

However it is with an il-eye they behold Zi- 
gorn enriching the whole Country, to the prejudice 
of the Venetian Trade ; yet that does not hinder 
them from ſending Workmen from their Arſenal 
to bulld Galleys for the Great Dake : and the ſaid 
Duke, in Honour to the faid Srate, has given to the 


new Town of L1gory the name of Yenetia- 
Nuts. 


The 
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The Reſident of the Dake of Florence is ad- 
mitted to his firſt Audience by the Colledg, - with 
open doors as an Embaſlador, whereas the Reſi- 
dents of all other Princes of Ttaly are received 
with the doors ſhut, and without any Cere- 


mony. 


_— 
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With the Duke of Mantua. 


1% E Dukes of Mantya have always held a 


ſtrict Correſpondence/ with the Common- 

wefth of Venice, whoſe Councels and Afſ- 
ſiſtance have never been wanting to them upon 
occaſion. Ferdinand, Cardinal and Duke of IMan- 
:4a, found the effects of their protection againſt 
Dake Charles Emanael of Savoy, who would have 
ſeized upon Aont:ferrat, and againſt the Marqueſs 
of Inno:oſa Governor of Milan, who favoured his 
deſigns. Lincent II, having ſucceeded his Brother 
Ferdinand, the Senat ſeeing the ſaid Prince with- 
out Children, or hopes of having any, or living 
long, by reaſon of his indiſpoſition, employed all 
their intereſt with him, to cauſe him to declare in 
favour of Charles Dake of Nevers ct up by the 
French, but oppoſed as vigoroully by the Spani- 
ara, who prompted the intereſt of Ferdinand de 
Gonrague Prince of Gmaſtalle, who, as deſcended 
from Ferdinand third Son of Francis the laſt Mar- 
queſs of Mantra, was farther off in his Alliance 
from the Reigning Branch than Charles of WVevers, 
who was deſcended from Lewss third Son of Fre- 
aerick , firſt Dake of Mantua. So that the Branch 


of Vevers is in a manner indebted for its advance- 
G 3 ment 
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ment to the Venetian, who not only procured them 
the Dutchy of Milan by their induſtry, and the 
Cooperation of the French, but have ray to 
him the Poſſeſſion by force of their Arms, in de- 
ſpight of the Emperor, the King of Spain, and the 
Duke of Savoy. Charles Il had fo great an inclina- 
tion to the Yenet:ans, that he came in perſon almoſt 
every year to keep his Carnival, and Aſcenſion at 
Venice, And this he did as well for his Intereſt as 
Recreation, thereby negotiating his own Aﬀairs 
with the Principal Senators, who were as his Conn- 
cil of Stare, Yet this good Intelligence had like 
to have been interrupted under Ferdinand, Charles 
his Son, upon a Difference that aroſe betwixt them 
rouching the Propricty of the River Tartare in 
1660, The Territory of Ferona ; the YVenetians pretend- 
" ing, the ſaid Rewer belonged to them, as being in 
their Dominions, and that the Dake of Manta 
The T;:;c dad uſurped his Fiſhing and Tojl, which the ſaid 
of the Frince as peremptorily denied, affirming that he 
D:cke of had been in peaceable poſletfion of 4t fince- the 
—_— year 1404. That his Right had been often acknow- 
the Frencp EIged by the Yenetians, particularly in the year 
Embaſſa- 1495, by an At paſs'd betwixt the Doge Michel 
dor at I/c- Sten, and the Marqueſs Francis de Gonzague : 
NICE, the year 1517 by Dare! Renier Governor of Ye- 
rona for the Venetians : and in the year 1598 the 
Magiſtracy of Mantza having cauſed a Verbal 
Proceſs to be form'd upon that occaſion, the State 
of Venice remained content with their Reaſons, 
and the Yeronozs continued to pay their uſual Du- 
ties at the Fort of Ponte Molino, built for that 
purpoſe by the Predeceſſors of the Marqueſs of 
Aantn1. But the Senat not enduring this Expoſtu- 
lation from the Dxke, threatned him with War in- 


ſtead of a Reply. The Prince unable to contend, 
lubmitted ro their Force, and ſent the Marqueſs 
Ss 3 / J—_ 
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Horace Canoſſa incognito to Venice, who in three 
days time compos'd the difference privately, to 
the fatisfation of the Yenerian, whole Subject he 
was born. : 

There-are two Fortrefles on the Confines of 
the Territory of Yerona, which are as a Bridg to 
the ſaid Dake, One is call'd Piſchicra upon the 
Menzo, built by the Lords della Scala, and uſurp'd 
by the YVenetians from the Marqueſs of Maxtsa. 
It was taken by the French after the Battel of 
Aignadel, contrary to. the. opinion of the Senar, 
who believ'd that fingle place would have been 
able to have ſtop'd the Career of the Conquerour. 
The other 1s call d Legnago, upon the Banks of 
the River Aaige, a place of very great impor- 
tance. Two places famous by the Exile of feve- 
ral Senatots, ſent thither for their Mortification. 

The Intelligence betwixt the Dukes of Aſarrma 
and the Emperor, is very unpleafing to the Yene- 
tiang, Who had much rather it had been-with the 
French : But that which troubles them more, Ts 
to ſee him environed ſo cloſe by the Spaniard, 
without all hopes of extrication, whilſt they are 
ney of Sabioneda, and have a Garriſon in Ca- 
al, 

When the Duke of Mantra married, the Se- 
uat expected an Embaflador, at leaſt an Envoy 
Extraordinary, according to the Cuſtom of Princes, 
but none coming, they interpreted 'it as a dif- 
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With the Duke of Modena, 


: % 


' HE Duke of Modena: 18 very folicitous of 
Friendſhip. with. the Venetian , and kee 


—- commonly a Retjdent1n Venice. The Senat 
being reciprocally well-difpoſed to the faid Prince, 
would willngly; contribute to the reſtoring him 
ro the Dutchy. of Ferrara ( ſo long in the poſ- 
ſefſion of his Anceſtors ) if; occaſion offer'd : For 
the Senat had mych rather have the Duke of 
Modena their” Neighbour than the Pope, who 
{ome 'time -or- other may have a fancy to re- 
unite the Polen with the Demcaſns of Ferrara 
from which,it 'was diſmembred under the Duke: 
of that Name., And Cl:ment'VIIH had a great de- 
fire to have-done it. When the Houſe of Efe 
was in poſſcfſion..of this Dutchy, the Yenetians 
had in Ferrara a Magiſtrate call'd B:ſdomino, Or 
Viſdomino, who alone adminittred Juſtice to all 
Subjects of that Repwblick,, with the interpoſition 
of any of the Duke's Officers, according to agree- 
ment betwixt the ſaid Srate and Duke. 

By the faid agreement, the Duke was- obligd 
to make no Fortifications upon the River Po, by 


reaſon'of the Poleſsn, which being an open Coun- 
Nan: Hiſt. trey betwixt the Adige and the Po, would be 


Ven. 1. 12.expoſed to inroads and devaſtation. The Popt 
has many times oppos'd it, and particularly in 
War of Parma, when he built Forts upon the 
Contines of this Province. For theſe reaſons the 
Fenetian deſires ſerioully. the Dutchy of Ferrara 


were 
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were again in the hands of the Duke of Mode- 
x4 ; and if during the faid War, they would not 
grant him permitſion ro make uſe of the Troops 
they had ſent him, to ſtop the Barvarins in their 
paſſage into-that Country, and to make an irryp- 
tion into the Country of Ferrara, to reprize him- 
ſelf for the loſſes of his Family ; it was, becauſe 
they foreſaw it would beget a cruel and dange- 
rous War in 1raly, the blame of which would re- 
ſult upon them. And therefore the ſaid Dake could 
not prevail with the Senat, to procure that his 
pretenſions upon Ferrara and Commachio might 
be comprehended in the Treaty of Peace, be- 
cauſe that propoſition being infiſted upon, muſt 
neceſſarily have interrupted the whole Negotia- 
tion about the buſineſs of Parma, upon the ac- 
commodarion of which depended the quiet and 
tranquility of all 7raly. 

Furthermore, though the Yenetian is not much 
troubled to ſee this Prince in the intereſts, and 
under the protection of the King of France, they 
would have been better content he hag ſtood 
Nemter ; as fearing his Ambition to be great, may 
ſome time or other involve all 7raly, as it hap- 
pen'd in the time of Duke Francis, who joind 
his Forces with the King of France for the Con . 
queſt of the Dutchy of lan, hoping that Crown 
would afterwards have given him all neceſſary 
aſſiſtance for the recovery of Ferrara: And this 
gives great Umbrage to' the /Yenetians, for fear 
the French ſhould come to be their Neighbours, 
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With the Duke of Parma, 


8 


[ ks the Duke of Parma has no particu- 
lar Alliance with the Yenetians, yet he is 
well eſteemed by the Senat, to whom he 
rofeſſes great obligation for their aſſiſtance to 
is Family in the Barherine War, which ended 
at length by the reſtitution of the Durchy of 

. Caftro*. And 'tis thought the Yenerians were not 
at all pleas'd to ſee that Country fall into the Pope's 
hands, after they had endeavoured ſa much to 


wreſt it out of the Clutches of Urban VIIL 
4A 


——_ — 


—C——_ FC 


With the Republick of Genoa. 


F the Republicks of Rome and Carthage, Of 

Athens and Sparta, made themſelves Mo 

*- by their Emulations and Wars : The Commor 

wealths of Venice and Genoa contending for do- 

? Certa» minion 300 years *, have made themſelves as fa- 
ds 4, mous by their long animoſities and conflicts : 
= Myud out And though at preſent they be at Peace, yet they 
ef. Saluft. retain itill the old heart-burning, which will laſt 
as long as the memory of the miſchiefs that either 

of them has brought upon the other. The Ge- 

no:ſes cannot with patience behold the Fenerians 


Maſters 
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Maſters of the Adriatick, Sea, having diſputed ir 
with them ſo long, and worfted them ſo often; 
and the YPnetian looks upon Genoa as jealous of 
his glory and power. 
Nine times have they been_at Wars together, 
but the Jaſt ſo cruel, and lafted ſo long, that the 
memory of it is ſtill freſh in FYenice, and' there are 
a fort of Noblemen call d Nob:1: della guerra di 
Genova, as being raken into the Nobility at that 
time. Never was Yenice ſo near ruine as then, 
when Peter Doria the Genoa General look'd 1 
it ſo ſure, that when the Yenet:an Envoy preſenred 
him certain Genoeſes Priſoners from the Senar, he 
cold him, that in a ſhort time he would be in Venice Anal. 
himſelf, and deliver the reft. Upon which Anſwer => Ty of 
the Sexat diſpatch'd with all diligence * Frier Be- » gc the 
iſt, General of the Cordeliers, to the King of Remarks. 
Hungary to beg Peace of him out of pure Com- 
miſeration, and to beſeech him that he would em- 
ploy his Intereſt with the Genoeſes in their favour, 
and with the Lord of Padxa. But though, the im- 
portunity of this Miniſter was very great, and the 
humility of his Addreſs had melted rhe King, de- 
livering himfelf ſtil] upon the knee ; yer the Em- 
balſador from Genoa, Gaſpar de IOrbe, and Balta- 
ar Spinola being preſent at all his Audience, di- 
verted the good inclinations of his Majeſty, by 
perſlwading him the time was now come when be 
might have all he deſired, and that within a Month 
he would infallibly be Maſter of Venice. Such was 
the miſerable condition of the Yenerian, when be- 
ing deferred by all People, there was nothing left 
co them but a generous reſolution to vanquiſh or 
die; and this they reſolv'd with ſo good ſucceſs, 
that advancing againſt the Genoa Navy, with the 
thattered remainders of their own Fleet, under 
_ the Condu@t of Andreas Contarini their wr in 
a1CW 
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a few days time they retook Chiozza, and retuny 
to Venice laden with good Prize ; and ſeveral of th 
Genoa Nobility, who being Priſoners, paid the he 
part of the Charge of the War for their libery; 
ſince which famous Victory the Genoeſe has ben 
quiet, and given over Rivalling the Yenerian, & 
that the Genoe/e are as much too blame for not by 
ving made an advantageous Peace when it mx 
begg'd with ſuch ſubmiſſion, as Aſfilius Reguly 
was of old, for not having done the ſame wit 
the Certhaginians after he had defeated them, 
which omitiion brought a long chain of inconye- 
niences upon the Romans. But the YVenetians were 
brought fo low, the Genoeſes would have beenrs 
ther reproach'd for not knowing how to have cor- 
quered them, had they made Peace with them zt 
7 time when their deſtruction, in the opinion 
the whole World, was inevitable. 
At the beginning of their War in Canaza, the 
Genosſes offered the YVenetians a conſiderable ſupply 
of Men and Money, upon condition they might be 
treated as Equals, but their Otfer was rejected 
with contempt : which netled the Genoeſe exceed- 
ingly, who -cannot eaſily brook being thought 
their Inferiors, after they had ſo long contended 
for Precedence. Beſides, the Venetian fruſtrated 
the deſign the Genoeſe had upon Sala Regia, which 
: Donna Olimpia had almoſt perſwaded Pope Inm- 
Ma. is cent * to grant them. From whence it may be 
ui my. preſum'd the Animoſity berwixt theſe two Rival 
tum ex vc- States 18 not yet extinguiſhed : on the' contrary, 
ro traxere, both one ſide and the other do many times reviie 
«rem /*'-and exaſperare them by their Railleries and Sat- 
relinquung caſmes, which being many times true, leave 4 
Tac. Arn. greerer ſting upon their. ſpirits. 
” hh 
With 


F 


The Government of Venice, 


—c 
— 
— 


_———_—_— 


With the Republick of Luc- 


Cl. 


Republick of Lucca, but the. Conformity>of 
their Government ( being Ariſtpcratical ) 
makes them reciprocally favourable one to the 
other ; ſo that ſhould the Great Dxke of Tuſcany 
deſign any thing againſt the liberty of that Srate, 
tis probable the Yener:ans would not refuſe their 
aſſiſtance, 


V % has but little Correſpondence with the 


With the Griſons. 


HE Senat of Venice bear 'an Aﬀection to 

the Griſong, as a People whoſe Intereſt it is 

equally ro hinder the Spaniards from en- 
tring the YValtolin, and encreafing their Power in 
Italy, where already they have ſeveral Princes 
under their dependance: And therefore the Gri- 
ſons no ſooner underſtood the deſigns of the Daks 
of Feria, Governor of Alan upon the YValtolin, 
but they repair'd immediately to the Yenetian for 
relief againſt the YValrolins, who were Revolted at 
the inſtigation of the Spaniard ; and indeed that 
Aﬀair atarm'd. the Repablick, of Venice more than 


ally other Prince of 1raly, by reaſon of the ſitua- 
tion 
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tion of that Valley, which bordering' on one fide 
upon Tzrol, and on the other upon Milan, (ery 
as a kind of Gallery to the Spaniards, to join thei 
Dominions with the Emperors, and to ſtop up the 
paſſage for forreign ſupplies againſt all 7:aly, and 
particularly againſt their own Countrey, which th 
Emperor and his Catholick Majeſtr kept block'd up 

as-in a Circle. This was the deſign of the Cour 

de Fuentes not long fince, when he adviſed his 

Maſter to ſeize upon Aſonaco and Final, and the 

Valtolin; which was the ready way to reduce the 

Princes of Italy into ſervitude. But becauſe the 

execution of his deſign requir'd time, he laid the 

firſt Stone by building rhe Fort of his Name, at 
the mouth of the River Adda, which fince has 
produc'd that long and miſchievous War to the 

Griſons, But were it not for their intereſt the 

Venetian regards them bur little, as looking upon 

them as poor people, and favage. 


With the Swiſles. 


HE Senat on the other ſide, courts the 

Swiſs very much, as knowing their fide- 

lity and valour. It raiſes Soldiers among 
them in time of War, and takes of their Offi- 
cers into their Armies, paying them Penſions fot 
their lives. They have moreover a Reſident con- 
ſtantly either at Zurich, or Berne, which are two 
of the beſt Towns in Switzerland, where all the 
chiefeſt of their Affairs are tranſacted; 


Wah 
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With Holland. 


are under a ſtrict obligation: of Amity and 

Intereſt. They are both at the ſame de- 
fiance with the King of Spain. The Hollander 
withdrew himſelf from his obedience to that 
Crown ; and the other favoured the Revolt by 
Councels, Money, and Solicitations with Queen 
Elizabeth; to engage her in the defence of their 
new Companion. And though they be ſeparated 
by a long traCt of Land, yer upon occaſion they 
can eaſily unite by their communication.-at Sea, 
where both of them are very powerful, 


5k HE Commonwealth of Yenice and Holland 


IV:th England. 


dence with the King of Great Britain, 

conſidering him as a Prince whoſe Amity 
may much import that Srate in their neceſlities, 
by his great intereſt and reputation with other 
Kings. King 7ames had a great reſpect for the 
Commonwealth of Venice ; and in their ditterence 
with Pax! V. he no ſooner underſtood the King 


of Spain had declar'd in fayour of the Pope, "” 
e 


f 'HE Senat maintains a perfet Correſpon- 
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he declared for the Yenetian, promiſing their Em. 
baſſador George uſt inians, that he would nor only 
aſſiſt him with all the force of his Kingdom, bij 
oblige all his Allies in their defence : And if the 

narrel had broke out into a War, tis beliey'd he 
would have been as good as his word, as well x; 
the Hollander, who upon his recommendation of- 
ferd them a conſiderable number of Ships and of 
Men. King Charles I. continued the eſteem and 
affeftion of his Father ; and by a juſt rerurn, 
they preſerv'd for him in his misfortunes, and even 
after his death, all the Kindneſs and Veneration 
they ſhew'd to him during his life. For they were 
the liſt that ſent Embaſſadors to the Pror efor, and 
their forbearance was look'd upon by him asa 
ſilent reproach of his Government, and a con- 
tempt of his Authority z ſo many great Princes 
having as it were contended who by their Em- 
baſſadors ſhould hononr him firſt. And Cromwell 
having complain'd of their backwardneſs; the Se- 
nat ( fearing his diſpleaſure at a time when they 
were at War with the 7T»rk) was oblig'd to cauſe 
7Zohn Sagrede their Embaſſador in France,to paſs 
over to London to appeaſe him. At length Charles IE 
being reſtor'd, they renewed their ancient All 
ance with him, which was anſwered by his Ma- 
zeſty in the ſolemn Embaſly of the Lord Falcor- 
bridge ; Who after he had ſtaid two months him- 
{elf in Yenice, left Mr. Dorimgton as Reſident fot 
his Majeſty of Great Britain. But how great ſ0- 
ever the Intelligence is betwixt England and this 
State, there is no probability that that King will 
ever ſend any Ships into the Venetian ſervice a; 
gainſt the Turk, leſt the Grand Seignior ſhould 
ſeize upon the Coods and Effects of the Twrky- 
Company of London ; which amounts to more that 
five millions of money : Which would ruine = 

| be 
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beſt branch of the Engliſb Trade; and be a gceat 
diminution to his Revenue. | | 


— _— — —_ — 


With Dennirk, 


"HE Senat has no Correſpondence at all 
with the King of Denmark, their Coun- 
tries lying ſo remote, that they can neither 

expect relief from one another upon occaſion, nor 


apprehend any detriment. 


- ——— — aa 


With the Swede and the Pole. 


'T'F Reſemblance of Government, ,or Intereſt be 
one of the principal cauſes of Amiry, there 
are no two States. in all Exrope gbliged to 

ſtriter Alliance than, Yewce and Poſana,; they be- 

ing the only rwo Crown'd Commonwealthy ; both of 

them govern'd by a Sexat, and an Elettzve Prince z 

both Neighbours to the Tzrk, and! both famous 

for their Wars againſt that cruel and formidable, 7 

Enemy. For though Poland carries the name of 

a Kingdom, "tis nothing but an Ariffacracy. mix'd 

with a Monarchy, according to the old. Model of 

Sparta. Upon theſe conſiderations the: Stare of 

Venice is much concern'd for all accidents in Po=. 


land, whether they be $990 or bad : And of the 
| ro- 
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Progreſs made by Gaftavus Adolphis in the Em- 
pire, pleasd them very well , the Succeſs of 
Charles Guſtavus in Poland afflicted them as much; 
becauſe the impoveriſhment of that Kingdom 
would be an advantage to the Twrk , as it prov 
afterward. 'Tis not to be doubted then, but the 
intereſt of the Pole is dearer to the Yenetian than 
the intereſt of the Swede ; whoſe prodigious in- 
creaſe both at Land and art Sea, it began to appre- 
hend. That King having taken the Northern Li- 
couia from the Pole, and all one fide of the Bal- 
z:ck from the King of Denmark. 


With the Great Duke of Mul- 
covy. 


: Hough the Sezar has no particular affair 
with the Czar of Moſcovy, yet It puts a 
great value upon his friendſhip ; that King 

being very potent, and of- great reputation with 

the King of Perſia, whoſe Alliance is neceſſary for 
the Venetian, thereby to give diverſion to the 

Twrk: For whenever the Sophy of Perſia invades 

him on that fide, the Venerian finds it no hard 

matter to repel him on the other ; and theſe Ne- 
goriations with the Perſian, are managed by the 

Mediation of the Czar. So that if upon any in 

terregnum in Poland, the Senat ſhould appear for 

the EleCtion of any perſon, their intereſt would 
put them upon the Eleftion of the Czar, upon 
condition he would turn Catholick, becauſe that 

Prince would be in a poſture, not only to op- 


poſe 
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poſe the Txrk, but to carry the War home 
into his own Gountry, and force him to diſ- 
orge all that he has ſwallowed from Poland - 
and if this .ſhould once happen, the Senat might 
then confederafe. with the Pole againſt the Tark, 
cither ro attack them openly at the ſame time, 
and give them diverſion; or to defend one ano- 
ther reciprocally by an Auxiliary War , when- 
ever either of them ſhould be invaded : After 
which,” if the Soply ſhould enter into the League, 
(which he would - do, if he ſaw the Czar his 
zncient Ally made King of Poland) 'tis not to 
be doubted, but that Triple Alliance would 
bring the Terk xo reaſon, or at leaſt keep him 
cloſer in the bounds of his Empire : Burt be- 
cauſe the Eleftion of the Aoſcovite to the 
Crown of Poland is like to meet with great 
difficulty, in reſpect _—_— Nobility would 
ſear the ſubyerſion of theif Liberty by ſo pow- 
erful a Prince, the Senat of Venice defires at 
leaſt to continue in good intelligence with him, | 
by reaſon of the great adyantages it may re- 
ceive from him upon any extraordinary Ext- 
gence. 


With 
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With the Otroman Court 


they are; not always at, Reace with the 

Twrk , for there is ſcarce any thing they omit 
ro procure it. They endeavour, or rather purchaſe 
his friendſhip, by continual Preſents, They difſem- 
ble the Injuries and Atfronts that ;they receive, left 
they. ſhould be: oblig'd to revenge. them. They 
ſuffer his Pyracies in the Adrsatick-Sea, and: yet 
pay. him more Submifſon and Ceremony. tha to 
the Pope, and all the Princes of Emrope ; which, if 
we may believe the. teſtimony of a Venetian Em- 
baſſador at Conſtantinople, leryes but, to enhance 
the infolence_of the'7zrk, whoſe nature it is t0 
make advantage of ;every.thing, where he- finds 
himſelf dreadful]. And though- at Land he bein- 
comparably ſtronger than the YVenerian, yet at Sea 
the Cn” 1s too hard for him, in reſpect . that 
the Grand S:gnior has neither good Pilots, good 
Rowers, nor good Mariners : nor is it ſo cafy for 
him to recruit at Sea as at Land, not for want of 
Ships or Galleys, but for want of good Sea-Mmen, 
and good Officers to Command them ; for gene- 
rally the Ortomaan Fleet conſiſts principally of faves 
who never were at Sea before, and by conſequence 
are unable to endure its Fatigue : by which dif 
advantage the Tirks have been often beaten at 
Sea by the Venetian, who underſtands that Trade 
very well, and makes it their continual Exerciſe. 
So that the Tiwks have a ſaying, God has given the 
5:4 to the Chriſtians, and the Land to the Turk. 


Never- 


F [S no fault in the Republick, of Yenice, that 
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Nevertheleſs, the Venetian is in fach awe of the 
Twrk , that they will renonnce their Alliance with 
all the Princes of Exrope to preſerve his ; and 
their Complacency is ſo great, they care not to 
break with the beft of their Friends, when the be- 
nefit they are to expect from them may give the 
feaſt jealouſy to the Porte. Upon this Confidera- 
tion they would not permit the Pope to hold rhe 
laſt Council in Vicenza; and therefore the 1talians 
call the Venerians Semiturchi, and the Spaniards, 
Venice F Amancebada del Turco, that is to fay, the 
the Concubine, or Proſtitute of the: Great Tork, 
who ſiffers him to do any thing. And, to ſpeak 
truth, 'tis but juſt they ſhould fear him, having 
ſuffered his Power to encreaſe to fuch a pitch, thar 
they are not able ro deal with him with their f1n- 
gle Force, which at firſt they could do, at leaſt 
with as much eaſe as the four laſt Palcolog; kept 
Conſtantinople a whole Age in the middle betwixt 
two Capital Tz#rkiſh Cities, Adrianople and Barſe, 
that kept it as it were block'd up : as Huniades 
raiſed the Siege of Belgrade in 1442 in ſpight of 
Amwrath Il, and in 1456 in ſpight of Aahomer II. 


Or as a poor * Prince of Albania defended his* Scander- - 


\ 


chief City called Coja againſt the Efforts of both 92> 1451, 


thoſe Emperors, Amvrarth dying of pure indigna- 
tion that he could not carry the Town, and the 
other drawing off with ſhame, as he did from the 
Siege of Rhodes, where he loft his time, and a 
great part of his Army. So that It may be con- 
cluded the Yenetians loſt in that time the Iſle of 
Negropont, Corinth, and the beſt part of Morea, 
Albania, CON they had ſeized after the death 
of Scanderbeg) only for want of Courage ; ſeeing 
they alone had .more Money and Force than the 
Kings of Hungary, Albania, and the Knights of 


Rhodes all rogether, 
H 3 The 
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The Greatneſs and ancient Extent of this Com- 

monwealth may be eſtimated by their lofles finee 
the Tyrks eſtabliſhed in Emrope. Amurath || 
took from them Salonica, the richeſt Town in Ma- 
cedonia, and demoliſhed that famous Wall called 
* Hexamile, that ſtop'd the progreſs of his Con- 
queſts, and ſecur'd that Country from his Inva- 
ſions. In the year 1470 MMahomer invaded Ne- 
ropont , and ſeized upon jart of Aforia and 
Albania, after he had a fſccond time ruin'd thar 
Corimthian Wall which the FYFenertians had re- 
paired. 

Bajazet Il took from them Lepanto, Modon, Co 
ron, and Das, in the year 1500. Selimns [I pol 
ſeſſed himſelf of the Kingdom of Cypras 1570. 
Canea and Retimo in Candia were taken by [bra- 
him, and at length in the year 1669 Canaia it (elf 

ras taken by 1brahim's yon, Mahemet V, the 
preſent Grand Seignor. | 

Fifteen months after 'the loſs of Candia, they 
were in danger of a new War about the limits of 
Dalmatia, but by good fortune they eſcaped. that; 
the Baſha;y of Boſnia, with whom the Procurator 
Nati was to treat, being favourable towards them, 
it being concluded betwixt them, that Sa/ona, Nor 
vigrade, St. Danicl, and all berwixt Z eberiigo and 
Spalatro ſhould remain to the YVenerian,with Cliſſa, 
and the Country-five, miles about. That Scardons 
ſhould return to the Twrks, not having been con- 
quered by force ; and as to Prizzano, and other 
places in diſpute, they ſhould be kept in their an- 
cient bounds. But this Treaty was not ratified 
gratis; for the Senat ſent his Highneſs a Preſcht of 
12000 Sequins, with a large quantity of Cfoth of 
Gold for the Swltaneſſes. 

y0 that the Pore needs no more than to com- 
plain or threaten, to draw Money and Preſents 
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tom the Venetian *, who by his Gifts renders Aim * Amicitis 

(elf rather worthy than ſecure of the Amiry of am dum 

the Twrks ; and the reaſon is, becauſe he knows not 7499#2u- 

how to Comport with a firm generous Reſolution, 71* 
They have conſtantly an Emballador at Conftas-c,n/21n:s 

tinople, whom they call Bailo: this Embaſſy re- morum 

compences all their other ; for (as they ſay in Ye-conrmere 

zice) in three years time they get above Tooooo!!7'> Me 

Crowns, all/Charges born, the Embaſlador having ,,, þ> 

conſiderable Duties upon all Merchants Ships that jm Tac. 

carry the Standard of St. Mark, They have two Hill. 3. 

other Bailos or Conſuls in the Dominion of the 

Great Tark,, one at Al ppo, the Center of all the 

Aſian Trade ; the other at Alexanaria, the Ma- 

gazin of all the richeſt, Goods not only of e-£gypr, 

but Africa; thereby to preſerve their Rights and 

their Priviledges granted to them by the Empe- 

rors of the Eaſt, the Kings of ferxſatem, and the 

Sultans of egypt. Thee two Confulſhips are 

commonly cotterred upon two of the moſt indi- 

gent of the Nobility, becauſe they are Places of 

great Profit, ' and little Expence ; and ſometimes 

the Sexat permits them all their life Jong, thar 

they may have rd 11 time to enrich themſelves. 4 

But the Conſulſhips of Cyprus, Chie, Roſetta, An- 

cona, and Genoa, are executed always by Citizens 

of Venice, / | 
The Profit the Venetian draws from thew Com- 

merce with the Turk is very great ; for the Tarks 

alone, as I have heard from ſeveral Merchants, do 

receive more Silks and Cloth of Gold from Fe- 

nice than from all Exrope beſides. And though 

the Engliſh and Hollander have made it their bu- 

ſineſs to ſertle a Trade at Conftantinople for Cloth, 

they could never effect it : the Tzrks finding them 

too fine, and of but little ſervice, compare them 

to painted Ladies, which look very well, but can- 

Rot endure the water, H 4 Theſe 
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The Government of. Venice. 

Theſe are all the Correſpondencies the State of 
Venice holds with the Princes of Europe ; I have 
not mentioned Portygal, becauſe there is nathi 
of Commerce betwixt them. But'the Senat de- 
ſires their friendſhip, as being a Balance to the 
Power of the Spaniard, whoſe diminution will al- 
ways be good News to the Venetian, unleſs it be 
with — to the French, 

As for Mata, their Religion and Government has 
ſo great reſemblance, by the quality of their No- 
biliry that adminifter in both ;' by their Forces ar 
Sea ; by the Conformity of their Intereſts; by 
their oppoſition to the Power of the Tzrk, that 
they cannot but love like Siſters, and aſſiſt one the 
other againſt their common Enemy. 

There is always at Venice one of the Comman- 
ders of Malta, called Recevitori, becauſe he re- 
ceives whatever accrews to the Knights in the Ter- 
ritories of the Yexetians. The Nobility - pretend 
to Exemption, but the Order would never allow 
It, becauſe of the new Nobility; and in my rime 
the Son of the Procyrator, Cornaro, firnamed della 
Caſa grande, did his duty in the uſual forms. 

Venice is one of the ſeven Priories of Italy, 
and comprehends 23 Commanderies, viz. Treviſa, 
and Conlan, (Patronates of the Houſes of Cor- 
naro and Lippemane,) Rovigne, Barbarana, Verona, 
Longara , St. Medard, Bologna, Faienza, Regia, 
Aontecchio, San Giovanni in Boſco, St. Simon, St, 
tude, Imola, Rimini and Ceſene, that are united, 
Forl:, Modena, Parma, Borgo-San-Domina, Cerro 
ai Parma, Capo di Ponte, Ravenna, Pila, and Gra- 
diſque, united. Foy | 

The Venez4an Correſpondencies being maintain'd 
by their Embaſſies, it is not amiſs in this place to 
lay ſomething of their Cuſtom therein, 

The Sexar maintains conſtantly an Embaſſador in 
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The Government of Denice. 
the Pope's Court, and xhat place is commonly ſup- 

lied by one of the Senators, cunning, eloquent; 
ind well-vers'd in the Civil-Law, that in his Ne- 

otiations he may be able to defend himſelf, and 
clude all the Artifices af the Court of Rome, eſpe- 
cially when any rung is in Controverſy betwixr 
them. Upon extraordinary occaſion they {end faur 
Embafſadors Extraordinary, either Procurators of 
St. Mark, or of the Principal Senators. The Se- 
nat did the ſame Honour to Francis I, after the 
Battel of Marignan, and the four Embaſladors 
were, Anthony Gr:mani,afterwards Duke, Dominick. 
Treviſan, George Cornaro, and Andrew Gritti, all of 
them Procurators of St. Mark, and Venerable 
for their years. 

They have their Embaſſadors Jikewiſe in the 
Courts of France, Vienna, and Spain, which places 
are never vacant, leſt they ſhould prejudice their 
Affairs ; and when any of the ſaid Kngs come 
firſt to the Crown, they ſend two Embaſſadors Ex- 
traordinary to Congratulate. But ſometimes they 
are too careleſs in theſe fort of Formalities, In 
the year 1670 it was reſolved to ſend the Cheva- 
lier,Catarin Belegne,and another,to the young Kr 
of Spain, who was already in the fifth year of his 
Reign, with Complements of Condolence for the 
death of his Father,and Complements of Congratu- 
lation for his Acceſs to the Crown; {© that the ſaid 
Prince would have had occaſion tro have laugh at 
ſo prepoſterous an Embally, as Tiberixt did at the 
Embaſſy of the Tr9jans, to condole the Death of 
his Son Druſus. Reſpondit irridens, quaſs jam obli- 
terata doloris memoria, ſe quoq; vicem eorum aolere, 
quod Egregium V jirum Hectorem amiſiſent. SuEt. in 
Tib. At the Eleftion of Michae! W:ſniowesks to 
the Crown of Poland, Ange Horoſini was named 
to have gone with their Congratulation, but the 
King lied before the Embaſſador ſtirrd, To 
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The Government of Venice. _ 

To the Dake of Savoy the Seigniory ſends ny 
Embaſladors but when they have need of him, ag 
in time of War; where it 1s remarkable by the 
by, that the Embaſſador at his Audience gives him 


: ; tel 
the Title of Royal Highneſs, by which that Re thi 
publick ſeems to acknowledg his lawful Right to of 
the Kingdom of Cyprus ; which I objeCting one th 
day to the Secretary wy 7s Bianchi, he told It 
me, the Embaſlador gaye him that Title out of th 


his own civility, wirhour any order from the Se- 
»at, Who conniv'd at it for the benefit of their 
Affairs during the War; E per queſto, ceſſaite li 
Guerra, ceſſa  Amoaſciaria, anti la Corriſpondenzy; 
And therefore, ſaid he, when the War ceaſes, their 
Embaſſies and Correſpondence ceaſe with it. And 
indeed not long after the War at Cand:a was it an 
end, there was an end of their Correſpondence. 
The neighbouring K:ngs do reciprocally honour 
this Kepablick with Embaſſadors from them, not 
for any need they have of the Yenerzans in their 
Affairs, their Alliance being uſeleſs to them, 1 re- 
ſpect of the Neutrality which they publickly pro- 
tels, but to gratify them in a thing they ſo ardent- 
pl deſire, becauſe the preſence of theſe Emballa- 
ors keeps up their Reputation in /raly, and holds 
thoſe Princes in reſpect ; beſides, their own Sub- 
xcts bear greater Venerationgto their Government, 
ſreing the deference paid them from the Kings. 
Theſe Embaſſies ro Venice are commonly of no 
great importance to the Afﬀeirs of -thoſe Princes 
that ſend them, the Senar applying wholly to 
Peace; and yet of all their Embaſſies they are the 
moſt dithculr, and require the moſt cunning and 
ſagacity, becauſe they treat as it were with dumb 
Feople, and are to underſtand every thing by ſigns. 
Therefore it is that Yenice is called the School and 
Touchſtone of Embaſſadors : for thither do _ 
: 7/20 


The Government of Venice. 

ſnd them to diſcover their Parts ; and in this Em- 
baſſy it was that Aonſiegnior d'Aligre, the ſecond 
of that name, and prefent Chancellor of France, 
diſcovered to the late King his prudence and dex- 
terity, having Executed that ce at a time when 
things were very intricate and perplex'd, in reſpett 
of the difterences about the YValtoline, whichwas 
then poſſeſſed by the French, the Spaniard, the 
Italians, but particularly by the Yenerian, who had 
the greateſt intereſt therein, 
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Of the Magiſtrates of Ve- 
nice. | 


P 

H E Magiſtrates of Yenzce are of three ſorts 

the Domeſticks, whoſe Juriſdiction lies h 

wholly in the Town, as thoſe in Rome, who r 

were called Mag:iſtratrus Urbani ; the Provincia ' 

Magiſtrates, whole adminiſtration is abroad ; and } 
the Ailitary Officers, as the Generaliſſimo, the Pre 

wveditor General of the Sea, the General of the 


Gulf, and others. | 
The firſt are of two ſorts, one manages the At- 
fairs of Government, as the Dake, the ſix Councel- 
lors, the Sage-Grands, and the Senators, like thoſe 
in Rome, called the Mag:ſtratzs IMajores. The 
others meddle only in matters of Judicature, and 
are ſo numerous, a third part of them are ſuffi 
ent. But the Sergniory has thought fit it ſhould be 
ſo, that all their Noblliry may be employed,. eſpe- 
cially the young Gentlemen, who are much de- 
lighted with the very name of a Magiſtrate. 

I do not pretend to ſet down the preciſe number 
of their Magiſtrates, which would be troubleſome 
and uſeleſs; I ſhall only ſpeak of thoſe who have 
the chiefeſt ſhare in the adminiſtration. And bt 
cauſe the Doge or Duke is the moſt mn” 
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The: Government off Venice. 
both for: Dignity: and-Office, I ſhall' begin: with- 
him, and his Predeceffors, to make their condition - 
the more perſpicuous, by. comparing it with whias 
they were formerly. (fl 


_ Of the Doge. 


HE Iſles under. the Yenetian- Jurifdiction: 
(i were govern at . firſt by: Gonſals, and then 
by Trib«nes annually choſen, as I. have' - 

hinted before. But the People growing weary of 
their delays , and particular quarrels, reſolation 
was taken, - to create a+ Head,” to whom rhe' Tri- 
bynes ſhould be obliged to be accountable. 

To this: end all. the '/fles ſent - their [Deputies 
to Heraclea, ,to. proceed...in the Eleftion of a: | 
Prince ; and_it was. Lacins Anafeſtus that was! : 
choſen, to. whom the : People- transferr'd - their! 
Soveraign power : bur. the, ”/enerians: refuſed "to 
agree, alledging ,- that. hince the »Foundation':of'! 
their. Repwblick; they had: always preferv'd their" 
Liberty, and; never ; ſubmitted -to- aty Abthoriry, 
but the, Anthority. of their. Laws. Bodns, | faunots, 
ohn Boterss,- and. ſome., other - eminent Writers, 

ye ſpoken-of the old Soveraignty of the: Dukes 
of .Yenice,/ as..of an unqueſtionable thing. The' 
Reader, may judg; of iv by the -following: Argu-- 
ments, which: I have extracted gut of:their own 
proper Annals, 

I, The Inveſtiture that * all the Prelates and* Ducts 
Officers choſen by the : People, were: obliged ro/pſrone SR 


Prlaturarim a Clero (5 Populs debeant inclavare, &5 EleFti ab eo in- / 


veſtitionem accipere 3 ejus mandato inthronizari. Juſt. Duc. 
demand 
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The Government of Venice. 
demand of- the Dake before they could haye 
poſſeſſion, ſeems tq me an Argument of the $9 
veraign Authority. the Dakes exerciſed at that 
time. Beſides, it belonged to him to call the 
Clergy and the People together, to proceed to 
their Eleftions ; and if at any time they aſſembled 
without his Convocation, all the Elections wete 
actually void. 

2. The Princes who ſent Embaſſadors to Venice, 
addreſs'd their Letters of Credence to the Dake 
only, as the King and Patriarch of fervſalem; 
" Ad di- and * Pope Calixtus did to Duke Domnque Mi 
_ So thar it was the opinion of al! the Prixce; 
—_— «3 of that time, that the Dxkes of YVemge were ab- 


Hicroſo- ſolute. 
Iymiranus 


Patriarcha » (5 Balduinus 11 Rex Jeruſalem Lepatos maſerunt —_— 
Calixrus erzam per ſuos Nuntios Ducem\gd hoc mducit. Ann. Vcn: 


M. S. 


The faid Dominick Michiel; refus'd the Crown 
of Sicily that was offered him, only becauſe be- 
ing Sovera;gn of Venice, and of ſeveral Provinces 
in the Levant, he feared to loſe the poſleſſion 
of a State at that time more conſiderable (al 
moſt as to Title ) than Sicily : Whereas had his 
power been only precarious, and dependant upon 
the People, 'tis not probable he would have pre-, 
termitted ſo fair an occaſion of making himſelf 
a King. Beſides, what he did in Syria 1s a ſtrong) 
Argument of his Soveraignty ; for Money being 
ſhort, and his Soldiers mutining againſt htm, he, 
cauſed boiled Leather to be coined, called it by, 
his own'Name Michielette, commanded by a pro- 


mulged Edi@t all the Sutlers and Victuallers of: 


his Army to receive it upon pain of death, afd 
promiſed to pay the value in Silver at his return; 
and they obey'd. From whence it may be well 


pet: 
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um'd they owned him for their Sovereign, be- 

cauſe they truſted to his promiſe, which they ne- 

ver would have done, had they not thought him 

able to have kept it ; and how could he have been 
able, had he not been their Xing ? 

3. Tis a mark of Sovereignty to apply confiſ- 
cated Goods to his own uſe ; but this the Dxkes of 
Venice did, as appears by an Edict of Dake Peter 
Candian in the year 972, by which he prohibits all 
the Subjects of that Srare, to carry or convey un- 
ro the Txrks any ſort of Arms oflenſive or defen- 
five, under penalty of 100 Livres of Gold, to be 
applied to the uſe of him and his Succeffors. 

4. The Dxkes of Venice have aſſociated in their 
Daksſvip with their Children and Brothers, and by 
that means keeping it to their Families, have in a 
manner made it hereditary. Witneſs the three 
great Families of the Badzers,Candiens,and Orſcoles, 
who kept the Government ſucceſſively among them 
for more than 200 years, as it happens to ſeveral 
Royal Families in Elective Kingdoms. This it was 
that made Dominick Flabanicas (Who 1n probabili- 
ty had neither Children nor Brothers) to publiſh 
an Edict ; , ordaining that the ſucceeding Dukes 
ſhould not have any Colleagues in their Dukeſhip 
for the future ;_ and thereby declaring the Houle 
of Orſecle degraded .ahd lapſed from all the Ho- 
nours, Rights, Priviledges and Preheminences 
that formerly they enjoyed, and baniſhed out of 
that State for ever; and this Flabanicxs did, not 
upon any impulſe or neceffity from the People, but 
from an.old Pique he bore to the Orſeoles, with 
whom his Family had had great Quarrels. ; 

5- The Doges marry with Forreign Princeſles, 
as Peter Candien, the fourth of that Name, did 
with the Daughter of Alberr, Lord of Ravenna: 


Otho Orſeole with a Daughter of Stephen ou of 
M1 


Fg 
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. Hungary; Dominick Silvius with. a' Siſter of N; 
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Wi 
cephorus, Emperor of C onſt ant inopl: : Ordelaſe Fi 8 tir 
lier with the Princeſs Matilda, deſcended fron MW bc 
the firſt Kings of Zeruſalem ; and Peter Ziani with MW th 
2 Daughter of Tanctede'King of Sicily, Andin Ml th 
like' manner'they married their Daughters to $6 MW «; 
vereign Princes, 'as Peter Orſcole married one of W C 
his Daughters'ro wh ey Eldeft Son to the King WW tt 
of Croarix': all which infer that the Doges in thoſe MW t! 
days paſſed for Sovereign Princes. 


Though in the Archives of their Acts the Cle 
and People ate mentioned with the Doge,as in thele, 
Nos Petrus Candianus, Cc. cm Vitale Patrigrcha, 
Clero, '& Populo Venetiz'; Nos Tribunus Memus, 
Ec. Grandes Ga conſent ientibn's nobis D. Vitale P+ 
triarcha ſimul cum Epiſcopis noſtris, & cum Prima- 
tibas Venetie ; Nos Vitalis Michael, &c. cam 
dicibus & ſapientibus, atq; Populi Veneti collauds- 
rione & confirmatione concedimns, &c. Nothing cat 
be” concluded from thence, bunt that the Doye of 
Venice might have a particular Councel compoſed 
of perſons ſelefted according; ro his fancy, to de- 
liberate with him, as the Kings of Rome did anci- 
ently with their Seat : and this is ſo clear, that 
thoſe Aſſemblies \in the Annals of Yenice are called 
the Dxke's Councel, expreſly, Dux cum ſuo Confilio 
armare decrevit ; Ipſe cum ſuo Conſilio & ſuis fad- 
cibns conſtiruit. From whence it follows, that theſe 
Councellors, which Vitale Michatli calls Confil;orum 
ſuorum participes, that is properly, his Confidents, 
depended upon the Doge, and were' accomprable 
ouly'ro him. But now fince the Doges are no more 
but Malters, the Stile of their Chancery runs an0- 
ther way, and there is not a, Secretary of State 
dares uſe this ancient form; Dux cum" ſus Config 
&* ſuis juzicih, For the Magiſtrates are not now 
the Dogss, but the Communywealths Officers ; hr 
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The Government of Venice. 
will any Doge be ſo bold either in ſpeaking or wri- 
ting, to ſay, My Comnncil of State, My Magiſtrates, 
becauſe it is the language of a Sovereign Prince, 
that now he cannot pretend. Beſides, I do not ſec 
that rheſe words, Cams Clere & Popnlo ; cum 7u- 
aicibus Sapient ibus : Cum Populi Collaudatione 
Confirmation?, do at all prove the participation of 
the three Eſtates in the Civil Government. For by 
the ſame reaſon it may be argued the | Kiygs of 
France are not Abſolute there, becauſe all Ordon- 
WW fhances concluded with this form, By rhe King and 
his Council, which only ſhews that that K ing rakes 
the advice of his Coxncil before he reſolves in any 
matter of Srate. As to the words Collaudatione 
and Confirmat ione , they henify nothing but the 
manner in trhich the Edicts of their Doges were 
received by the People, that is to ſay, with univer- 
{al Applauſe : for if the word Confirmation be ta- 
ken literally, and in the ſame ſenfe it is faid, the 
King has Confirm'd the Priviledges granted: by his 
Predeceflors ro ſome Abby or Family : or that 
the Parliament has Confirm'd the Sentence of a 
Preſidial 5 it would be leſs than to ſay the 
Authority of the Peoplewas greater than the Au- 
thoriry of either Doge,Clergy, or Nobility, becaule 
It belonged to them to contirm all Deliberations, 
which the Yenetians, who pretend their Govern- 
ment was never Popular, will never allow. 

From whence I conclude the Collaudation and 
Confirmation of the People was nothing but an 
outward approbation, and obediential Concurrence 
to the Edits of their Dukes. withbur being / re- 
quired, or any neceſſity of them to the Drhke, be- 
fore he could execute any thing that was reſblyed : 
and this is proved by the aforementioned words, 
hort antibas & C onſentientivys nobis, Fc. For to ex- 


hore, is a kind of Praycr or Remonitrance that 
[ Subjects 
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The Government of Venice. 
Subjects uſe rowards their Sovereigns : and if the 
Clergy and Noblemen of LYenice gave their conſent 
ſometimes, it is not to be ſaid the Doge could not 
at without them, but rather that the Doge doing 
them the Honour to communicate with them in 
{ome-thines, their gratitude prompted them to a 
ready obedience. 

If the Doges at any time cauſed their Orders or 
Decrees to be ſubſcribed by the ” Prelars of the 
Province, and the 7xages of the City of Yenice, it 
was one of their Artifices to paſs with more caſe 
ſuch Edicts as they thought would be offenſive to 
rhe People, whom by that means they detired to 
perſwade, that thoſe who f1gn'd the Edicts, were 
Authors of them ; and by this means the Doyes 
did now and then ſhift off the Odiz upon others, 

At this day the Authority of the Dxke is {0 
limited, that he can do nothing without the Senat, 
For this cauſe, in publick Ceremonies where the 
$-2at marches, there is always following the Dog: 
1 Nobleman, who carries a Sword in the Scabbard 
before the Senar, to ſignify that the whole Power 
and Authority of the S:are is in the hands of the 
Serat. For as the Conneſt able, or Grand Eſcuier 
carries the Sword before the French King when- 
ever he makes his Entry into any conliderable 
Town, to ſhew the abſolutene(s of his Power over 
11s Subjects; ſo, on the contrary, 'tis an evident 
mark that the Doge is ſubject both to the Laws 


and the Senat, that the Sword is carried after hin, - 


and hangs as it were over his head, to admoniſ 
him thar if he tranſgreſs his duty in the leatt, hes 
not to expect better treatment than was uſed to- 
wards Marin Falier *. And for the ſame reaſon, 
at the Ceremonies of his Coronation, this Sword 1s 
never put on, nor indeed at any time but his Fu- 
ncrel, with the Golden Spurs the Emperer of 
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ſent to Duke Orſo Participatio F when he Created þ $;e the 

him Grand Eſcuier of Conſtantinople. Remarks. 
When the Forreign Embaſiadors are received to 

Audience, the Dxke replys only in general terms, 

that may keep them in hopes, according to the old 

direction of the Senar, Dentur bona werba Floren- 

tinis; and if he ſpeaks too much, he ſhall nor only 

be diſowned, / but receive a ſharp reprimand, and 

perhaps threats, as was given.one day by the Se- 

nator Baradonne, fince a Cardinal to Dake Domi- 

nick Contarin, in a full Colledg after the Embaſſa- ' 

dor was gone out : His words were theſe, Yoſtra 

ſerenita parla da Principe Sovrano, ma ſi recordi che 

non chi mancheranno li mezzi di mort:ficarla quando 

rraſcorrera dal dovere. Your Serenity ſpeaks like 4 

Sovereign Prince; but you may rememoer that we ſhall 

net want ways of chaſtizing you, if 4 angry 

your duty too much. So that it may be faid of rhe 

Doge *, what a Polanader ſaid once of his King,* Rex Po- 

that the King was the Month of the Commonwealth, lone n:- 

but that the Mouth conld not ſpeak any thing that 5, a9 91 

the publick fudgment had not firſt prepared and re- ;, þ aury 

ſolved, dam Regns 


vobiſcum 


' | a, F# j _ ay + 
conjunftum libero ac legitimo weſtro ſuffragio, ut 18 prorſus nthil agat, ac 
we loguatur quidem, nifg id quod ex intimo ſenſu veſtro publice fit profes 
tum, Cromer. 


If an Embaſſador makes any undecent propoſi- 
tion, or ſpeaks diſhonourably ofithe Commonwealth, 
the Dake - is concern'd to reply a little ſmartly, 
otherwiſe he will run himſelf into the contempr 
of the Nobility, and perhaps be deposd, as pu- 
hllanimous, and unfit for / the Government : and in 
that caſe the Propoſition paſſes not to the Pregaas, 
as a thing not fit to be received. 

In the year ,1671, the Tirks having made a de- 


ſcent in the Coaſts of Ancona, not far from aj 
I 2 0h 


ing upon 9rders happening 1n any place under his obedience : far 


the Car- if thoſe [nfidels entred ſo boldly into the Territories 


dint A(- of the Church, it was kecauſe they 
tiert, W 

cmploycd 
tc Gal- teys were emplo 


Ieys1n 


convey- his Towns, and defence of his Subjeits, An aniwer 


ing Mc 


Chants 
Goods 


from 


place to 


place. 
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and carried ſeveral Families away with them; the 


ll 
Nuntio Pompeins V areſus came to the Colledg, com- h 
plaining in the name of the Pope, that the Sergniory g 


hed ſuttered thoſe Corſairs to paſs into the Gal 
without fighting them, notwithſtanding their ob- 
{igarion to do it. The Dxke replyed, That he ad- 
mired his Holineſs ſhould make any complaint of di|- 


found them ill- 
guarded (not ty ſay deſexted) whilſt the Pope's Gal- 

Ned Upon particular ſervice, when the) 
ſi-ould have been left in his Harbours for ſecurity of 


that ſtop'd the Nzntiv's mouth. 

The fame Nwntio received another Anfwer as 
unpleaſing, upon his interpoſition in behalf of the 
fcſuits, the Somaſques, and the barefooted Carme- 
lites, who refuſed obedience to an Order of the 
Senat relating to Procefſions, againſt which they 
pretended priviledg from the Pope : for having re- 
preſented to the Colledp, that it was no leſs than 
laying violent hands pou the Sanfluary, and enter- 
prizing againſt the Authority of the Holy See, far 
them to encroach, or ſo much as diſpute the Privi- 
ledges his Holineſs had given, by conſtraining the Re- 
ligions to aſſiſt at Proceſſions. The ſame Dake re- 
plyed immediately,that So far were the Senat from 
Enterprizing any thing againſt the Eccleſiaſtical ju 
riſdittion, that the Pope invaded theirs, by concert- 
ing himſelf, and disguſting that the ſaid Senat ſhouls 
Command their own Subjects as they pleaſed. That 
he Senat cold not Kevoke what they ſo juſtly had Or- 

ined ; that he did not think it an encroachment «M 
one Priviledges of the Religious (who were 4s mucn 
under the Pratettion of therr Government 4s the 
reſt ) is oblige them to pablick Offices z 45 "my 

ons, 
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ons, &c. 1n which Biſhops, Patriarchs; and Cardi- 
nals themſelves are every day aſſiſtant : and at laſt 
he told him rhe Pope's Orders for Priviledg were 
good in the Lands of the Church, but not at Venice, 
where his Holineſs had no more right to Command, 
than the Senat had at Rome. 

Theſe rwo Anſwers were generally lik'd, becauſe 
they were as they ought to be, and the ſecond 
ſeemed approv'd even at Rome, for the Nantionot 
being with the Senat in the _ hirit Procetfion of the 
Religious upon St. 7#ftin's-day, becauſe he would 
not countenance that Novelty with his preſence ; 
not long after he received Orders to be preſent at 
41] the reſt, ro the aſtoniſhment of all the:World, 
which rather expected from his ZHo{zneſs ſome de- 
monſ{tration of diſpleaſure and reſentment againſt 
that State. 

As to the Offices performed by Embaſſadors to 
the Colledg, ro ſignify the joy or attection of their 
Maſters, the Doge in thoſe caſes has liberty to ſay 
as he pleaſes, thoſe fort of Anſwers being only 
Complemental, and draw no 1ll conſequence atter 
them. 

The Anſwer of Dake Andreas Gritt; to the Em- 
baſſador of the Emperor Charles the Fifth, upon 
the taking Francis I. priſoner, is very remarkable. 
The Embaſſador coming to the Celledg full mouth 
with the news of his Maſter's Victory, juſt 2s the 
Biſhop of Baierx, the French Embaſſor, was gone 
out; the Dxke, who before had to the faid Prelate 
been condoling the misfortune of the Kirg, re- 
plyed with excellent temper \, and ſuitable to a 
Prince who ſcorn'd to equivocate ; That 12e Ke- 


| | | / 
publick of Venice being equally im Amity with both cum pays 
the ſaid Crowns, conld not have an equal conc:rnmeit dentiour, 
for both their intereſts ; and Accorarns to St, Panl's#ete cr 


counſel, rejoyce with thoſe who rejoyce ; and morn 
with thoſe who mourn, L/2x The 


r18 


* Ejus 110- 
men Efp1- 
folit dis 
Aiſq; pro- 


onebatur. 


- 
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The Doge being chief in all Councils, ris hi 
right to propoſe every thing to all. the Principal 
Magittrates; he propoſes all buſineſs of importance 
to the ' Grand Conncil, in which he has a double 
Voice; to the Pregaat ; as the Sages-Grans ; the 
Council of Ten as the three Capi-Drect ; in which 
he is ſomething more than the Preſident of the 
S:znat among the Romans, who never fare but in 
the Senat. | 

The Credentials of all Embaſſadors ſent by this 
State to Egfreign Courts, are writ in his Name*, 
the S:mht allowing him that appearance of So- 
vereignty to render him the more Venerable 
abroads Yet thoſe Letters are not fignd by his 
hand, becauſe 'tis not he who ſends the Embaſſa- 
dors, but the Senar, which for that reaſon caules 


| them to be ſignd by one of the Secretaries, and 


ſeal'd with the Arms of the State. And though 
theſe Emballadors when they are abroad, direct all 
their Letters and Diſpatches to the Dxke, he can- 
not open them but in preſence of the Coxncil, who 
quite contrary may open them without bim. 

All Moneyas_ coined in his Name, ( which ſeems 
another token of his Soveraignty ) and they are 
call'd Dacats j as much as to ſay, Money comed 
by the Duke. Yet the Money cannot be properly 
his Coin, as bearing neither his Image nor Arms; 
which are the eſſential conditions' of Coin. And 
if there be the picture of the Dake upon his knees 
before St. Mark, and putting a Standard into his 
hand ; the numility of that poſture cannot be in- 
terpreted to ſignifie the Regency of the Dake; 
but that is not the Dake, only a man in Ducal 
Ornaments, repreſenting only rhe chief Magiſtrate 
of that Commonwealth in general. Tis true, Duke 
Nichol; Iron caus'd pieces of Silver to be ſtamp- 
eq with his Image, *and they were upon that ſcore 
NT Rs Wy: . \ called 


ay , 
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called Irons : But this can be no Preſident, for 
the faid Duke did it by conſent of the Senar, to 
ſtop the current of falſe Money, which was then 
too common in Yenice ; and this appeared by his 
E itaph , Frandatam pecuniam viva illins E E ffigie 
(Reſp. ) reſgnavit. And the Dukes Nicolas Aar- 
cel, and Peter Aoccenigo, who next ſucceeded him, 
had not that priviledg, though there are pieces of 
Silver ſtil] ro be ſeen, inſcrib'a with their Names. 
And though Cardinal Contarini, and” Fannot, ſeem 
to affirm the contrary in theſe words, \Vamm: 
luduntur cam facie ac nomine Principis ; that may 
eaſily be underſtood a general picture ; both the 
ſaid Authors correcting themſelves afterwards, 
by leaving out the word ( fac:e ) in every place 
elſe. I ſay, thoſe D«kzs who otherwiſe have go- 
verned Monarchically, have not ſtamped any Mo- 
ney but according to the Coin of that Prince 
upon whom they depended ; as/ appears by the 
Medal of Lewis tz: Debontiaire/ that Viontieur 
Retan, Councellor in Parliament, caus'd to be gra- 
ven, where on one ſide is to be ſeen H. Lndo- 
v.c:t Imp. and on the reverſe, Yenecia. 

The Name of the Doge is likewiſe upon all 
the Medals and Chains, of Gold the $-nat gives 
ro their Embaſſadors, 'or chief Officers at War ; 
but under his Name are always theſe two Let- 
ters, S. C. for Senatzs Conſulto, importing, rhat it 
IS not the Dxke, but the S:nat that gratifes them. 
Nor is it the D#ke , who Publiſhes the Edicts, 
though they begin alwzys with this form, 7/ Se- 
reniſſumo Principe fa ſap-re ; for that belongs nor 
to him; for if the Publication was by his Au- 
thority, ir would be expreſly in his Name, as it 
Is 1n the Name of all Soveraign Princes. _ 

In ſhort, at his entrance into any of rhe Courts 


or Counſels, all the Magiſtrates riſe and falute 
[| 4 him 
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him ; but he never riſes, nor pulls off - his By 
ro any man ; In which he exceeded the Kings f 
Sparta, for whom the Ephor; never ſtirred. On- 
nes e ſedibus ſn1s Regibns aſuegunt. Exceptis Epis 
ris, quie ellis ſe Ephoricis non levant. Xenoph, d 
Rep. Laced. 

When forreign Embaſladors are admitted to Ay- 
dience, he riſes, but does not uncover ; becauſe, 
ſay the YVenetians, the * Corne-Dacale upon his 
head, is a Symbol of Soveraignty, and the abſq- 
ute Dominion of that Srare. And the Dake be 
ing no Soveraign, cannot pull jt oft as he pleaſe, 
Pur when he has nothing on but his Red-Gom, 
he may ao as he thinks fir. 

be Dzxke has under his Ducal Bonnet a /Coy{ 
of white Linnen, in faſhion of a Diadem, like 
ihe Headband which the Conſervators of their 
Laws wore at .At-cas during their Othce. Becaule 
tis the Dahes buſinets.to Jook the Laws be put 
in execution, by doing that firſt, which all the 
Nobles are obliged particularly tro do. In this 
quality it is he gocs every month to vilit the 
Courts of S. Jſark, exhorting the Judges to 4c 
miniſter Juſtice ; and receiving the Complaints of 
ſuch as have been wrong'd, in which caſe he 
rebukes the Judges ſeverely. Formerly this V- 
Iitation was made every Wedneſday ; and poſſibly 
the cuſtom may come from thence , of paying 
tne Dzk2 his 100 Sequins every Wedneſday, is 
acknowledgment of his care; But now the day 
1s uncertain, the better to ſirprize the Judges, 
and prevent their uſual preparation. 

Ail the Eccleſiaſtical Benetices are in the Dates 
Nomimation ; that is to ſay, 26 Canons, and 4 
Dean; who is always a Noble Venetian, and cat 
ea Primocirio di S. Marco. This Dean depends 
not upon the Parr:zrch of Venice, and enjoys E 


piſcopal 
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piſcopal Prerogatives by vertue of a Bull from 

Pope Innocent IV, granted to Duke Marin Mo- 

roſins about the Year I250. This Deanery is worth 

5000 Ducats per ann. beſides the Abbey of S.Gal, 

which commonly goes with it, and is valued 2t 
or 5000 Livres per ann. more. 

The Church of 5. Mark acknowledges no TJuriſ- 
diction but the Dxkes, who takes pollefſion of it, 
as the Pope does of that at S. fohn de Latran. 
The Primicier, or his Grand Ficar, taking a ſolemn 
Oath to preſerve the dignity of that Church, 
and the three old Procxrators ſwearing likewiſe 
for the good management of the Treaſure. 

The Dake is Patron and Protector of the Mo- 
naſtery delle YVergini, bujlt and founded by Dake 
Peter Ziani and the Dntchets his Wife, for young 
Gentlemen of Yenice. The Abbeſs calls him Fa- 
ther, and has no Judg but him, not ſo much as the 
Patriarch of Venice, much leſs the three Sopra- 
Preveditors of the Aonaſteries ; lo that if any 
diſorder happens among the NVzns, the Dxke alone 
reftifies, as if he were their Biſhop. 

He diſpoſes of the little Offices about the Pa- 
lace, as the Uſhers and others, wha are call'd 
Comandadori del Palazo , lodging in the Palace, 
and being paid by the Publick, 

He has juriſdiction over the Gondeliers, a ſort 
of people thar ply upon the ſides of the Canals 
for the convenience of Paſlengers. He makes 
Knights at his promotion, and commonly they 
are Deputies of Towns ſent to him to congra- 
tulate z or YVirtzoſs ,and men of Learning. | 

He has a kind of Introducer of Embaſlladots, 
call'd, 1 Cavalier del Doge, who from him invites 
them to his Ceremonies, and conducts them to his 
Apartments in the Palace. This Officer is always 
in red, The Dake has avother Officer called, 1/7 


Gaſtal 


ts * 
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Gaſtaldo'del Doge, who is always preſent in a Pur. 
lc Robe at the Execution of Criminals ; and giyg 
the ſignal, by ſhaking his Handkerchief in the Air 
which is as much as to fay, No mercy is to be ex. 
pected. | | 
In ſhort, his Family is not ſubjet to the Mex 
iſtrat des Pompes: His Children are ſuffered to 
os their Footmen, and Gondeliers in their own 
Livery, to attend them in the Town, and to wear 
Girdles with gold Buckles. So the Elder Sons of 
the Kings of Sparta, as Sons of Lacedemo!, were 
excuſed from the common Diſcipline and Edy- 
* Hac ne-Cation *. 
ceſſitate 


ſoluit lex | | 
Pueros qui ad regnum Educ avantur. Flur. #2 Ag.fil, 


Thus have I ſhewn preciſely, in what rhe Gran- 
deur of the Duke of Venice conſiſts. Let us now 
turn the Medal, and fee where lies his Interiority 
and Subjection. The Dxke cannot ſtir out of 
Venice, but by permiffion of the Councel.; other- 
wiſe he incurs-the diſpleaſure of the Senat, and 
expoſes himſelf to a thouſand infolencies, againſt 
which he can look for no reparation ; there be- 
ing an expreſs Law that gives liberty to any one 
to throw ſtones at him in that caſe. Out of Ye- 
ice he 18 no more than another Senator ; he re- 
ceives no publick honour ; ir not being with him 
as it was with Pompey, who ſaid, Vb: Pompeins, 
101 Roma ; where he was, there was the Common- 
wealth of Rome. On the contrary, the Doge is 
always where the Seigniory is, but the Seigniory 
Is not always with the Doge: If any diſorder 
ſhould happen where he was abroad; he could 
not take cognizance of it, nor apply any reme- 
dy; it would belong to the Podeſta, as being a 


pub- 
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nublick Officer inveſted with -Anthority to that 
rpoſe : whereas the D#ke would be wholly de- 
veſted, and as a member cur off from the body, 
quite incapable of any Function or Office. By this 
means they take from the Dxke all deſire of ab- 
ſenting from Yenice, which being as ir were the 
Helm of that Government, his Preſence is always 
neceſſary to manage it, and give Example to the 
reſt of the ZVobles. 

His Children and Brothers are excluded all the 
principal Offices of Srate during his life: they can 
neither be of the Colledg ; of the Comncil of Ten ; 
Chiefs of the Drarenty Criminal, Avogadors, Ge- 
nerals, Proveditors General at Sea, thereby making 

a juſt counterpoiſe of his Power, by debaſing his 
Family : they cannot make Addreſſes for any 
Biſhoprick, Abby, or other Benefice, to the Corrr 
of Rome, nor accept them, though freely offered 
by the Pope. 

In the year 1622 Cardinal Matthew Prinli re- 
fuſed the Biſhoprick of Bergamo, to which he was 
named by Gregory XV, becauſe his Father Dxke 
Anthony was living. Cardinal Frederick Cornaro 
did the fame when the rich Biſhoprick of Padxa 
was given him by Urban VIII, who was highly 
diſobliged thereby, and would heve had him taken 
It, in ſpight of the Laws of his Countrey, and op- 
poſition of the Senar. For the Cardina{ſhip there 
Js particular exception, and the Senat declared it 
was not comprehended under the word Benefices” 
at the promotion of the ſaid Cornaro. So that the * 
Dake of Venice' may fay with Antorias Pins, 
(though in a different ſenſe,) Poſtquam ad imperium 
tranſruimns, etiam que prizs habuimus, perdidimns, 
Capit. ;n Anton.. Hence it is that many of the 
Nobility who have had Dzkzs of their Family, 


ayoid nothing more than that Honour; and yer 
wo A = they 
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they are forced to accept it, unleſs they have ; 
mind to be baniſhed, and forfeit their Eſtates, 1 
this manner they forced the Dakeſhip upon Ar 
dreas Contarint during their Wars with Genoa, y 
on Marc- Anthony Treviſan in the laſt age, and up- 
on Francis Cornaro ſince, who died of pure anger 
eight days after his Election. That which is more 
ſtrange is, that this Republickh after the conſtant 
good ſervice of their D«kzs, make no ſcruple to 
depoſe them upon any ſickneſs or infirmity, as if 
their age or indiſpoſitions were ſufficient to ex- 
tinguiſh the memory of their former deportment, 
though never ſo good. With this ingratitude they 
recompenced the merits of Francis Foſcaro, to 
whom they would not allow him to die, though 
he was 84 years of age, and in his D#keſhip had 
acquird to his Countrey the Towns of Breſſu, 
Bergamo, Crema, and Ravenna, as is to be een in 
his Epitaph. Yet this ſeverity has one good effect 
upon the Dwkes, that in ſtead of pretending them- 
ſelves ill, ro avoid the farigues of their Office, 
they will affiſt at all publick Ceremonies, though 
they be ready to die. And if he fails at certain 
Feaſts, and appears not with the S2xat, "tis immed- 
ately {uppoſed he is dead. and many times they 
have no news of his death till they hear of his 
Funeral. 

Formerly ſeveral Dakzs have reſign'd, and laid 
by their Dignity, to die in repoſe, as 7ohn and Orſo 
Participatzio ; Peter Orſecole ; Sebaſtian ; and Peter 
L1ant ; one Malieptere, and {ames Contarin : but 
now tis not permitted, the Yenetians declaring, 
Troat a man born in a Commonwealth, and having 
foare in the Aﬀairs, ought never to ve wanting to his 
Conntrey, whilſt b is in a condition to ſerve it : that 
it belongs not to a particular man to quit his Country, 
er 79 its Conmry to quit him, if it finds hins ut- 
ſerviceable : 
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ſerviceable : that tis lazineſs and poltronery to retire | 
from the Government to {ſpend our age in eaſe, when 
either out tongue or our brain 1s able to aſſiſt it. That 
if it be diſhonourable for a General to repoſe himſelf 
whilſt b:1s Army is engaged, it 1s no leſs for the chief 
Perſon in a State, to retire to take his eaſe whilſt the 
reſt of the members are agitated and buſy. If the * Oportes 


General of an Army *, as Veſpaſian ſaid, was to die Imperato« 
rem ſt ans 


ſtanding, a Duke, who Preſides in” ſeveral Comncils, jog ut 
and has /o many impor tant Aff. airs to aiſpat ch, ought  aodagg . 
as little to repeſe, or die in any poſture but ſitttng in Vt. 
the Senat : In a word, That + the body of a Com-T R814 
monwealrh was like 4 great Family, of which the Poteſtas eff 
, 7 | Fentis une 
Duke 1s the Father, and cannot with any Honoug,, quaſi 
relinguiſs his relation, 4nd in this manner they op- domeſtica 
poſed the reſignation of Duke John Cornaro i» he Juedam 


, guberna- 
ear 1628, tio. Arift. 


The Commonwealth belongs not to the Dege, but 3.Pol. 11, 
the Doge to the Commonwealth, The Common- xj, Rem. 
wealth may diſoblige him with impunity, but he mameſe, 
cannot in the leaſt rranſgreſs againtt the Common-ſed te Ker 
wealth, but he is ſeverely rebuk'd. The beſt of: Jr Sous 
his actions are ctfac'd by the leaſt of his faults. He ** ; 
has nothing before his eyes but advertiſements 
and memorials of the duty of his Place, and the 
great danger he incurs, if he does not behave 
himſelf as he promiſed at his Election 3 Ex:gis wt 
ſententiam ſuam mutent, ſi talis eſſe deſieris, qualis 
eleftys es. Pli. de Trajan. Whatever he ſees, tell 
him ſilently, 2demento eſſe Rempnublicam. His Pa- 
lace is a gilded Priſon, where he is watch'd only 
by Spies, and Inquiſitors of State who never are 
ſeen by him. The very Walls have mouths, and See the 
thoſe always open to accuſe him, The dreadfut Remarks. 

- Comncil of Ten lies next to his Apartments, that he 
may never be without the wholſome remembrance 


of death that environs him on all ſides, And 26 
1aps 


Wd 


g1rs pre me 


Alf. Arag. 
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haps 'tis for this reaſon, that in the Seſſion of the 
Grand Conncil, the Preſident of the Comncil of T;,, 
is placed juſt over againſt the Dxke. 7 

The Dwxke is ſubjeft to the Tex, as the XK ings of 

Sparta were to the Ephori, and the Kings of Arg 
gon of old to the Sovereign Magittrate they called 

El 7ſticia, who ſitting upon a Throne, delivered 

himſelf to the King in the Name of all the $ub- 

jets of that Kingdom, in theſe words, Nos gue 
valemos tanto come vos, y podemos mas que Vos, oi 
haz.emos nueſtro Rey y Sennor, con tal chi guardei; 
nueſtros ſueros y libertades : Sino no, intra vos J ms 

#n que manda mas que vos, We, who are conſider- 
ble, and have more power than you, do make you on 
King, with condition that you preſerve to ns our Pri- 
viledges and Freedom : If not, we retratt what we 
have done ; for betwixt you and us there is a Perſon 
- who Commanas more than you, Viz. El faſticia. lf 
the Venetians uſe not the ſame words, they ule 
the ſame way with their D#ke, as he finds by the 
effects. The Ephor: being Judges betwixt the 
"Kings of Sparta and the People, El Zaſticia betwixt 
'the Kings of Aragon and his People, and the Cont 
cil of Ten betwixt the Doge and the Nobles. 

The Lacedemonians allowed their Kings no 
Guards, not thinking juſt and well-reſolved men 
as they ſuppoſed them to be, ſhould haye need of 
thoſe kind of People, when by obſerving the Laws, 
they would be ſure of the hearts of their Stb- 
jects, who whilſt they feared nothing of ſervitude, 
would be always ſolicitous for them *, The &e- 
publick of Venice takes the ſame courſe with their 
Dikzs, as knowing well enough their Perſons will 
be ſafe, whilſt their Adminiſtration is honeſt, and 
that it is the Intereſt of the Vobles to look to theil 
preſervation, ſeeing with them they make but one 
body Politick, that conſiſts chiefly of a” 
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In ſhort, the Dukes having no Sovereignty,” and 
the Laws at Venice having the ſame Force as for- Apud La- 
merly in Zacedemon, (where they were t6f More <<dzmo- 
value than the Kng,) there is no necellity they 0195 Plus 
ſhould be attended by Guards, for: tear they ſhould es Saf, 
uſe them, upon occaſion,to ſubvert the Government, Reges. Hes 
and change it into a onarchy, as Piſiſtrates did at *Wor. 
Athens, and Timophanes at Corinth. 

The Kings of Sparta had nothing more than the g,,,..._ 
Spartiates, but Title, Precedence,-and a 'double ſono: 

are of their Repaſts. The Dxkes of . Yenice have twixtthe 
the Title of Sereniſſimo, Prelide in all 'Councels; Sings of 
and have a moderate Revenue, but ſuch as EX-L 7 Dies 
ceeds the allowance of any of the -other Magi- of Venice. 
ſtrates. The Kirgs of Sparta cat frequently. -in Herodor. 
publick with the Spartiates, who were the Nobles wy AOP 
of that City. The Dukes of Yence retain ſome-Ycnoph: 7 
thing of their Cuſtoms, making four Feaſts a'year, 
to which all the Nobles are invited, without di- + 
ſtinction of poor or rich, ancient or new : for the 
Dske is the Father of the Family, and carefles all 
his Children alike, to 'keep them in a conſtant and 
brotherly Amity. Theſe Feaſts are made the next 
day after Chriſtmas-day, on St. /Mark's-day, on 
Aſcenſion-day, and on the fifreenth of Zune, upon 
which day a great Conſpiracy was diſcovered in 
the year 1310. | 

The Wives of the Kings of Sparta were not _ _ 
treated as 2xcens, nor allowed any thing for their 
ſupport from the Publick. The Senat of Yenice at 
this day takes no notice of their Datcheſs, and if a 
Dake be married at the time of his Election, at his 
own peril, no Revenue is allowed for his Wife, the 
is only treated as the firſt Lady, but not as Prin- 
cels. Tis true, not long ſince the YVenetians Crown'd 
ſome of them, that is to ſay, 7xl;a Dandole Wife 
to Laurence Prixli,in the year I557 ; and IV, Mo- 


roſuns 
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roſius Wife to Marin Grimani in the year 159; ; 
| for whoſe publick Entry they were at vaſt expence. 
But in the next [nterregunam, the Inquiſitors and 
Correctors finding the necefſity of moderating the 
14-77" Hanours of their Women; eſpecially in a Republick 
arm ho. WRETE ambition and luxury are very dangerous, by 
mores 4i4i- Decree aboliſhed the Cuſtom of Crowning them, . 
7ans. Tac. that they might not ſo much as fancy they could 

ue 4% ever be Ducens. | | 
In the mean time the difference 1s very great 
+ betwixt the Dakes of Yenice and the Kings of 
Sparta. The Kings of Sparta had two ſorts of 
Command, one at home, which indeed was: very 
s ſtreight ; the other abroad in their- Wars, which 
was more large. The Senat of Yenice clipd . the 
wings of their D#kes in the ſecond point in the 
year 1645 after the death of Dake Francis Er1zza, 
ordaining that no Duke ſhould be choſen General at 
Land nor at Sea, nor any of their Brothers or Chil- 
dren drring their Dikeſhip. Which ſerv'd to con- 
hrm the report - at that time, that the Senat ha- 
ving found the danger they had pulled upon them- 
ſelves by the large Power they had given to Dake 
Erizza, had poitoned him as he was ready to de- 

part. 

 Legatios The Kings of Sparta had power * to diſmiſs the 
nes dimit- Embaſſadors of their Enemies or Allies with po- 
rere tum fitive Anſivers. The Doges cannot refolve any 
AE thing upon their own heads, nor anſwer any of 
im 5ſt. x ; "y 
los, id Re the Propoſitions or Demands of Forreign Mint- 
grireſt, ters, as I have ſaid before. The Kings of Sparta 
_—_ could by their own Authority commence, con- 
Laces, Fnue, or determine a War, reſerving to themſelves 
the Soveraign Command whilſt jt laſted. The 
Doges can neither begin, protract, nor conclude 
It. The Kings of Sparta could abrogate old Laws, 
and citablifh new ; but the Doge of Venice £e:110t 
a. 


The Goverr:ment of Venice. 
alter a ſyllable of what is decreed by the Grand 
Comncil and the Senar: 

In a word, the XKepublich of Venice not only de- 
tains their Dzkes Priſoners 1n the:r Palace, en- 
compaſs'd with Spies and Informers, deftiture of * 
common divertiſements, and diveſted of all rhe 
Authority of Princes ; but it daily retrenches their 
Priviledges, to vilifte them the more. Formerly, 
the Preſents ſent them from the Levant, or other 
Countries where it was the Cuſtom to ſend them 
by their Embaſladors, belong'd tothe Dxkes. In 
the 1668, the Myſcovire Embaſladors in their 
return from Franc?, paſſing by Yenice, where they 
had ſomething to negotiate for the intereſt of 
their Maſter, preſented the Deze to the value of 
Ten or Twelve Thouſand Crowns im Sables and 
other Furrs. The Procurator Anarcas Contarin, 
a Sage-Grand , nearly related to the Dake of that 
Nzme, but a mortal Enemy to the Procurator 
lis Son , who had made himſelf odjous ro all 
the Nobles by his abominable avarice ; remon- 
fffated to the Grard Conncil, That the Preſents of 
the Mnfcovites o:ght not to be appropriated to the 
Doge ; for he being no Soveraign, neither the En- 
baſſadors nor Preſents were ſent to him, ary more 
than he ſent their Embaſſadors : Adding, That 
when their Embaſſadors carried Preſents ta Con- 
{tantinople, it was not at the charge of th: Doge, 
and therefore it was not reaſonable that he ſhould 
have the profit of what belong d in fuſtice to the 
Publick, which defrayed the charge of the Embvaſſa- 
aors, And the buſineſs coming to a debwe, it 
was ſolemnly decreed , that for the furure the / 
Doge and his Succeſſors ſhould be deprived of 
that ancient advantage. 

_ When the Dege appears in any publick Procet- 
on or Ceremony, he is magnificently cloathed, 
K ſometimes 
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ſometimes in Cloth of Gold, ſometimes in Cloth 
of Silver, and ſometimes in Scarlet , with the 
Ducal-Corne: upon his head , the uſhers of his 
houſhold marching before him, and two of them 
carrying his Train : The Captaim-Grand marches 
likewiſe before him with his Officers, the Secre- 
taries of the Pregaa, and Grand-Chancellor with 
the Goldeu-Stole, and after him follows the Sen, 
In this Equipage he draws the Eyes, and forces 
Veneration . from the People, who are always 
raken with the outward tokens of Grandure. But 
it is to be obſerved, the Senat follows not in 
addition to his Honor, bur to participate of what 
is given him where-ever he goes ; believing that 
if the Dzxhe ſhould receive it alone, he would 
appear a Soveraign to the People, and to ſuch 
{trangers as were preſent. 

The Yenetians like not that their Dake ſhould 
have roo much parts, they believe that would 
make him leis rraQtable, and give him a Conti- 


dence in himteif. They had rather have a per- 
"P.ir*:22%-fon of moderate qualifications *, who is capable 


719 eg of their affairs, but governable by them, and 


c. An, catily held to his duty. Beſides, the Senat (where 
5- he has bur a ſingle voice like another Noble- 
7 £40499 man ) + ſupplies rhe defects of his underſtanding, 
Ys 7" And theretore Dake fohn Peſaro was no proper 
"115, £3 man for them, becauſe he knew too much him- 
q:iod ab felt, to be perſwaded by other people, whom 
9% 7:-<:-tor the molt part he drew to his opinion by 
alu om he trength of his arguments: as in the buſineſs 
1icur., for the reeſtabliſhment of the 7eſuites. Nor in- 
deed is it necetfary a Prince in a KRepmblick, 

having nothing but the bare name , and being 

but the ſhadow of the Senar, ſhould have too 

large and capacious an Intellect, 1eeing he is t0 

do nything of himſelf ; and therefore it was the 

Th:bans 


"th 


is 
es 


th 
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Thebans pictured their Prince wictrhis Ears open 


and his Eyes ſhat , to ſignifnie it was not his 


Office to ſee or determine what was to be done, 
hut to hear, and execute blindly” what was con- 


cluded by the Senar. 


They make him Dake for his life , ro render 
him more Majeſtick, and like to. the Crowned 
Heads, among whom they are willing | he ſhould 
be reckoned ; as alſo to coax. him: for: the little 
Power he has, by the Duration of his Dignity : 
bit they chooſe him always anrient, that other 
pretenders may have hopes to ſucceed, Befides, 
old age wanting the Vigor of youth, 1s not ſo 
bold and undertaking. 

They are very glad when their Dxkes are rich, 
that they may adorn their dignity, and be att or- 
nament to the Publick, which allows them not 
above 12000 Crowns per annum, halt of which is 
fpent in his four annual Feaſts : To which may 
be added the charge of his entrance , which is 
never well celebrated but by large Gifts to the 
people thrown among them in Silver in the Pa- 
face of St. Marks a Cuſtom firlt introduced by 
Duke Sebaſtian Ziani. So that if they have 
any touch of Generolify and Magnificence, they 
d0 often incommode, it not ruine their Families ; 
And that is it the Senar detires, having perhaps 
no other deſign in exemprting their Children 
trom the penalty of their Sumprtuary Laws. 
| The Adminiſtration of their D-kes is looked 
nto after their deaths by three Inquilttors, and 
fve Correftors created on purpoſe, who always 
ind that either the Dsbe has abuſed his Au- 
thority, ſome more ſome lefs; or neglected the. 
Publick affairs for the advancement of his Pri- 
vatez or elſe that he has not lived according 
to his quality, And this canvaſing- of his Con- 
K 2 duct 
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dut is commonly followed by the condemna- 

tion of his Heir in ſome Pecuniary Mult ; &6 

that their Children cannot enyoy their Inheritance, 

till they have obliged themſelves by Oath to 

pay what Impoſition ſhall be Jaid upon them, 

Thus was the Family of the Dake Peter Loreday 

charged with a Fine of 1500 Sequins, becauſe the 

Father had lived too narrowly in his Dakeſhip. 

In my time they found the like fault with their 

Dake, who beſides his own parſimony, had a Son 

who rook what-ever he could lay/his hands upon, 

as if ro make amends for the od age of his Fa- 

Mnu; = ther ; which appeared the worſe , becauſe the 

a people had been accuſtomed ro| the Magnificence 

apua {-- Of his Predeceſſors, the Dake Yalter and Peſars, 

nem feſti= In a word, the fear of this Inſpection into their 

Tac Hil Management, makes the Dykes) and their Chil- 

gt * dren mI_—s what = O, an = the door 
againſt all their oppreſſion ENCE, 

And ch Corn | not, but that 

great Honors are paid to them after their death, 

Their Funerals are ſolemnized with great Pomp 

at the charge of the Srare. Their Funeral Oratr- 

ons pronounced formally in the Church of St. 

Aark ; an Honor the Law did not formerly allow, 

and which began bur ſince the death of Anareas 

Contarin. They fix upon their Vaults a Scutcheon 

with their Armes, in memory of their — 

vhich was introduced at the Obſequies of Duke 

Marin Moroſini, And laſt of all it is permitted 

to ſer up noble and rich Tombes for them. But 

_ that which is ſingular in their Funerals, is, that 

Principes the Senar attends the Corps in their Robes of 

mortales, Scarlet, a colour far enough from mourning 3 

_— bur they do. it to ſhew, that though their D#& 

ef}. Tac. be Mortal their Commonwealth is not : That the 


Ann. 3. PFerpetuity of their Empire conſiſts in the nou 
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of the Senar , upon which only depends the 
Safety of the People. e/Eternitas rerum, & mea 
cum veſtra ſalus , incolumitate Senatus firmatur. 
Tac. Hiſt. r. And that it belongs to private, not 
publick perſons to lament, in which they chooſe 
rather to farisfy a punCtilio of Honour , than 
to diſcharge the common duties of Piery and 
Compaſſion for the Dead. 

And here it is remarkable, that the Hall where 
the Dukes Corps is. expoſed, is the ſame where 
he receives his firſt Complements of Congratu- 
ftion from#he Forreign Ambaſſadors the day 
he was Crown'd ; that the joy of his Advance- 
ment, might be tempered by conſiderations of * Conf1/;- 
Death ; and that he might look upon the Mag- 7es A 


Pp: * | Curulem= 
nificence and * Ornaments of his Dzk:ſhip, as the cos lem, 


beginning of his Funeral Pomp, and as if like ;,1;7 ,:,7 
a Victim he was Crown'd bur for a Sacrifice. quam 

To this end the Grand Chancellor alwayes reflects P-mpam 
upon Death, in his Complement when he is 4 romtnks, 
ut the firſt day into poſſeſſion of the Palace of phy / 


P 
St. Mark: Admoniſhing, That his Government © ſiombus 


not over Subjetts, but Fellow-Citizens and f Cogs- HONEY 
HICS VOtLa® 


paniqns, to be Commanded only by his Example,/”" br 
That the Nobility have mad: him Duke, nat to ,,,,, 
do as he pleaſes, but to labour, aud charge himſelf deſtinari, 
with all the Cares and Troubles of the State. That Liv. Hift. 


his Dignity 15 but att Honourable Servitude +, as + Us WOE 


Antigonus ſaid formerly to his Son. And that hr dominatic 


Crown was not a thing of Parade , and Autho- onem, (5 
rity, but of Obligation to his Countrey, ana Obedi- ns Lag 


- 


ence to\their Laws. £5 Ci 
f . J Crves 
When the Doge is fic k, or abſent, he 1s re- cogitaret, 


preſented by one of the Coxncil called the Yice- Ann. 12. 

Doge, that the Comncil might never be without + E/' ' No- 

a Head. But this Yice-Doge ſits not in the Du- fone al 

cal Chair, wears not the Bonnet, nor 1s treated Trgy, - 
K 3 with 
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with the Title of Sereniſſiwo : yer Embaſſadors i. 
recting their ſpeech.to him in the Colleds, do give 
him that Title, bur 'tis interpreted to the Table, 
This Repreſentative replies, like the Duke, to For- 
reign Miniſters z but puts not.off his Bonner, and 
keeps the middle-place when he walks. 

The Grand Coxncil 1n the year 1553 made a De- 
cree, that in the Audience- of ; Embaſſadors the 
V ice-Doge ſhould takethis place betwixt the Deas 
of the Comncil and the Embaſſador , who accor- 
dingly was removed: from the firſt place on the 
right hand of the Throne, to a third ; which was 
an injury to the Embaſſadors, it being clear. that 
the Repreſentative of a Prince ought 1n Juſtice to 
pay them more reſpects than 'the Prince himſelf, 
Bur this Decree was rectified the next year, gave 
the Embaſſadors their ancient place, and put the 
Vice-Doge beneath them ; yet he was not allowed 
to ſalute them with his Bonner, | 


The Councellors of the Seig- 
mory. | 


H E preſent Comncellors of State in Venice, 
{EIN are thoſe who formerly were Tribunes of 
Caſteiln 


$41 Mar. the Iſles: and as every ſte had then its 
co 1m 7 ribune to adminiſter Juſtice, ſo now the ſix Quar- 
Regio. ters of the City *, called Contrade or Seſtieri, have 
$an-Pao- Each their Comncellor, who, according to an Or- 


- Santa- dinance of Dake Ore Malipierre, is to reſide 7 
Dorſo du- ſonally in his Quarter. So that a Nobleman whoſe 


ro. common Refidence is in the Country of St, Hark, 
PE cannot 
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cannot be choſen Comncellor of the Caſtle , St. 
Pal, GC. Wal 

Theſe Lords are called Copncellors of the Seig- 
ory, becauſe with the Doge they repreſent the 
Body of the Commonwealth, They are called like- 
wiſe Conſigliers di Sopra, to diſtinguiſh- them from 
the Confegliers d' Abaſſo, who Prehide-in the 9ua- 
ranty Criminel, in ſtead of the Sezgnory which late 
formerly there. And here it 1s to be-underſtood, 
that the Office of Comncellor that. is annual, is dif- 
ferently exerciſed during that rime, the Comncellors 
ſitting only eight months in the Colledg ; the other 
four, they go down into the Duaranty Criminel, 


and Preſide there: whereas, if they begin in the 


Chamber, as Confglier: d' Abaſſo, they are advanc'd 
alla Banca di Sopra, or the Colledg. 

The Comncellors of the Seigniory have two Of- 
fices, one publick, the other private. The laſt is, 
to Conſult with the Duke and three Heads of the 
Lraranty Criminel fuch matters as are ro be pro- 
poſed in, the Comncils. : And this they do in the 
preſence of a Secretary called alle Yoci, who marks 
their Votes. To open alt Letters directed ro the 
Seigniory, Whether the Dake be preſent or nor. 
To receive all Petitions Cognoſcible in rhe Grand 
Council; to examine them among themſelves, and 
to tear them in pieces if they do not like them. 
To grant Priviledges and Exemptions. To appoint 
Judges to both Parties, when the Controverſy 1s 
about Juriſdiftion : and, in ſhort. to reſolve when 
the Coxncil is to be called extraordinarily. The 
firſt, that is to ſay, their Publick Office, is to Pre- 
ide in all Comncils ; to diſpatch all' neceſſary Or- 
ders (during the [nterregnnm) to the Podeſtats, 
General of their Armies, Proveditors at Land or at 
Sea ; and, in a word, to all the Officers of Srate. 


K 4 When 
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When Relations have any Conteſt among them, 
and defire extraordinary Judges, 'tis in the power 
of the Dxke and the Comncellors of the Seipnior 
to appoint them; and the ſaid deputed Judges, by 
vertue of a Commiſſion confirmed by the Grand 
Conncil, determine definitively, This In-Venice is 
called deLegar una Caxſa: but this favour that 
prevents a great deal of Charge, eſpecially /; Ca- 
ratti, or Fees, 1s not vouchſafed but ro Perſons of 
principal Quality, and upon Cauſes of great im- 
portance to the Pablick,, ſuch remifſions givi 
zuit qccaſion to,the Magittrates to complain. Theſe 
D:l-gutes are commonly choſen out'ot the Senat 
for the better Authority of their Judgment, and 
are calied $4v:: del Corpo del Senato. 

The Cexrcellors both di Sapra and da" Abaſſo are 
always habited in red, both fitting in Council, and 
walking in the Streets, under penalty of 25 Ducats 
of Gold for every time they offend. In Winter 
they wear a Scarlet-Robe with Ducal-Slceves; 
and in Summer a Red Watered-Camlet, with a 
Clorh-bonner of the ſame colour, unleſs their Fa- 
thers or Brothers be lately dead, in which caſe 
they are permitted to mourn for a month, and du- 
ring the Holy-week they are in Black. alſo. 

it 1s forbidden to the Copncellors, Heads of the 
Rearan:y Criminel, Sages of the Colledg, and Ave- 
£4aors, to be preſent at any Weddings, unlels it be 
of their Children, Brothers, Nephews, Unckles, 
Fathers in Law, &c, And this Law is founded up- 
on two Reaſons, one is, leſt thoſe Magiltrates 
ſhould ſeem to encourage by their preſence the 
luxury of the Table and Habits, which are expreſly 
forbidden by the Laws. The other is, becauſe theſe 
Lords having direCtion of the principal Afﬀairs, and 
the whole care of the Government upon them, the 
publick Service would be retarded or Pan T 
uc 
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ach kind of Feſtivities, and they hindred in their 


' attendance at the Palace, which might be of dan- 


gerous conſequence. 

When one_ of theſe Comncellors time is expiring, 
he ſwears his Succeſſor (a month before he enters 
into his Charge) to the obſervation of his Capits- 
lair, which he reads over-to him for his inſtruction 
in the duties of his place, ſhewing him that all De- 
crees revokable ſince five years, or that paſt only 
for a certain time, are of no obligation : and if by 
any impediment the new Comncellor has not taken 
his Oath from his Predeceſlor, he takes it before 
the Se/gnzory, in this form. 

, Necps 0s Comncellor of Venice, of the Dnarter 
of N. ... do ſwear and engage in the preſence of God, 
that during the time of my Office, I ſhall comncel and 
adviſe ſincerely, and withont fraud, whatever I think , 
for the Honour and Intereſt of the Commonwealth. 
That I ſtall not be guilty of jugling or collyfion, either 
to revenge my ſelf upon my Enemies, 0” advantage 
my Friend. That when-ever it ſhall pleaſe the moſt 
Screnz Doge to call me to the Palace, I ſpall obey 
him immediately, unleſs ſome lawful impediment hit- 
ders! and Laſtly, that 1 ſhall obſerve punttually and 
faithſully all che Articles contained in my Capitulair, 
which I ſhall read, or cauſe to be read to me every 
month, 

In the Eletion of Comncellors (who are choſen 
but three at a rime) there are two ſort of Com- 
petitors ; one propoſed by the Sear, the other by 
the Mains Electoral of the Grand Comncil. The 
firſt do commonly carry it againſt the ſecond,cither * 
out of the eſteem the Nobles have for the choice 
of the Senar, who do always recommend Perſons 
of worth ; or elfe becauſe of the great num- 
ber of Senators, who in the Balotarion of the 
Grand Council "do always maintain by Prout 

uffras 
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ſaffrages ; thoſe; whom they have Elected in the 


SOMFIRT, ©: orig + 
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The three Heads of the Qua- 


rantie Criminel. 


leag to ſee what is paſt, as the three Coun- 
ccllors 4 Abaſſo are in the 2uarantie Crimi- 
nel to obſerve what is done in that Chamber, And 
this Order is.kepr, to keep the Colledg and Quaran- 
tie Within the bounds preſcribed rhem 'by the 
Laws. | | 

Theſe Heads are in the Office but two months, 
during which time they are. called Excellence, and 
are habited in Purple. | | 
. The Authority of the Councellors is much great- 
er than the Authority of theſe Heads. For any 
one C.mcellor' may propoſe .any thing to be deba- 
ted by the Grand Conncil or Senat, which the 
Heads of the .Quarantic cannot do, bur all three 
together; ſo that if two of them be diſpoſed to 
preſent any buſineſs ro the Cowncil, and the third 
dillents, it cannot be propoſed. Theſe Heads are 
obliged to accuſe and: proſecute the Avogadors, if 
they find them negligent 1g, holding the Comncellors 
of the Colledg to the obferyation of their..Capi- 
tulair, and the Decrees of the Grand Comcil, 

It at the mecting, of the *Coxnc;l theſe three 
Heaas be all of them abſent, the buſines is to be 
put oft till ancther day; for all the Deliberations 
ad Elections of that day would be void, the Law 

| requiring 


T Heſe three Gentlemen are preſent in the Col- 
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requiring that nothing paſs in the Grayd Council, 
but with the participation and preſence. of one of 
thoſe Heads. Wn, 
When the three Chiefs of the Conncil of Ten en- 
ter into the: Colledg, the Heads of the Duarantiz 
retire, by reaſon of the Emulation hetwixt: thoſe 
rwo Criminal Chambers. 
= In the Grand Conc! thele three Comnſellors yore 
their place above the Knights of the Golden-Stole, 
upon another Bench, JO TE: 
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Of the Sage=Grans. 


Fas are fix Sages called Grans, becauſe they 

manage ' the grand: Aﬀairs of, the, Srate, 

of which they are-properly the Maniſters, 

and as ſo ought to have more ſagacity-* and Ex-»9,,, ,,r. 
perience than the common. ſort of the- Nobility. 9,7, yropee= 
Beſides, theſe Sages being much above thoſe of the rea guod 


Terra-firma, or Sea, (who together with theſe do 4*m* 
b, nm 


make up the Colledg) are called Grans by way of f,1re 6/3 
Excellence, and not without reaſon. dentur, ſas 
Theſe fx Noblemen do meet among themſelves prentes ape 
to conſult and prepare, ſuch things as- are to he brronnels 
preſented to the - Sexat, , which are delivered to Reip. Vas 
the Sexar. when the Sages have framed and digeſted]. 3. 
them. In this they relemble the, Coungelors cal- 
led by Ar:{totle, Pr econſultores F. But though they + Qr14 
lit, and conſult promiſcuouſly together, there 1s precon- 


F0dFA - ſultant lx 
one of them appointed every week, and called for 4 gra 


that reaſon Savio di Settimana, who receives. all +1. 
the Memorials, Addreſſes and Requeſts, preſented quz 2? See 


to the Coltedg, to be. carricd to the Senar, Ee Natit, 
ATTIC TO THE » "Tis 
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Tis to this Savio ds Sertimana it belongs to pro- 
poſe to his Colleagues what is to be debated, and 
to be determined afterward by the Senat : to an- 
'ſwer the Letters of Princes, and the Offices of ll 
Embaſſdors and Forreign Miniſters, but not of his 
own head, bur according as is reſolved in the Pre- 
ad:. 
" When an Embaſſador defires a favour for him- 
ſelf or any of his friends, he addrefſes to theſe 
Sages either by his Secretary, or the Coyſul of his 
Nation, without troubling himſelf to go in Perſon, 
which he never does, but about his Maſters Af- 
fairs; if theſe Sages approve his demand, they 
preſent it to the Senar, who commonly encline 
much to their opinion : bur If the Sages think ir 
unreaſonable, they excuſe themſelves for propo- 
ſing it to the Sexar, in the beſt terms they can. 
Thus they proceeded with the French Embaſſagor 
in favour of Count Pirro Gratiant Reſident of Mo- 
dena, who had a Boat of Wine ſeized as it entred 
into the Town. 

Though the opinion of theſe Sages 1s of as great 
weight in the Sexar, as the opinion of the Com- 
cellors of the Colleag 1s in the Grand Comncil ; yet 
tis very Jawful not only for every Senator, but for 
every Nobleman preſent in the Senar, to ſpeak 
againſt their advice; for 'tis Reaſon, not Perſon, 
that is of Authority there. 

Theſe Sages are in Office but ſix months, in 
which time each of them is four times Savio d; 
Settimana, the Law not ſuffering them to hold it 
a month together, to moderate their Power by 
continual change, which interrupts all the meaſures 
they might rake, if the Office di Scrtimana Was 
continued for a month. 

When their rime is expired, they cannot be con- 


tirued for the next fix months ; but after the y' 
Ix 
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fix months they may be choſen again, and come in 
by a new Election , "that is to ſay, a Nobleman 
may be a Sage-Grand once every year: yer that 
kappens but teldom, though Dake Francis Dona- 
tus and fohn Peſara have been Sage-Orans 24 times. 

No man can be admitted te this Office till he 
be compleat 38 years of age, the importance of 
that Charge, upon which the whole Civil Admini- 
{tration depends, requiring that-the Members be 
men of more than ordinary accompliſhment, and 
well-vers'd in the Mylteries of Government, 

The Procurators of St. Mark delire this Prefer- 
ment with mach earneſtneſs, thereby adding Au- 
thority to their Dignity, which has more of Title 
than Power. | 

Formerly the Sage-Grans managed and repor- 
ted the Affairs of the Terra-firma as well as the 
Sages of the Terra-firma, but of late that Order 
has been changed, to leſſen the Authority of the 
firſt, and to advance the latter. 

The Ordinary Embaſladors ſent by this Stare to 
the Emperor, are always ſtiled Sage-Grans in their 
Credentials, rhough perhaps they have not gone 
thorough that Ofhce, nor cannot before their re- 
turn, And this is a diſtinftion the Serar puts be- 
twixt their Embaſſadors ro the Emperor, and their 
Embaſſadors to Kings, which Emballadors, have 
only the Title of S.zge-Grans de Terr a-firma. 

The Sage-Grans are, not choſen like the reſt of 
the Magiſtrates, by the Grand Cormcil, but- by 
the Pregads, who cleft three at a time, every 
three mcnths, To theſe it belongs to con- 
voke the Senat, as it does to the Conncellors 
of the Colledg to afſemble the Grand Conr- 
cil, In Winter their Habit is a Pxrple-Robe of 
Cloth: in Summer, a Watered-Camler ' of the 
lame colour, with Ducal-flecves. - 

e 
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The Sages de Terra firma, 


ere 'are five Sages called Sages de terrg 
| firma, created firit abour the year 1340, 
after this Repwblick had acquir'd 12 Marca 
Trevigiana. One of them 1s call'd Sznio alla Serit- 
:ur4; Whoſe buſineſs it 1s to Liſt Soldiers, to Mu- 
ſter them , and to Continue or Caſhier them, 
He is treated with upon all Levies of Men : He 
reports to his Colleagues, and with them delj- 
berates what is to be propoſed to the Colleas i 
He is Judge in "aa. of all Sentences paſſed, 
either within the City of Yenice, or without, 
againſt any Souldier belonging to that Conmmon- 
wealth, and determines definitively both Civil and 
Criminal Matters relating ro the Sovldier. 

"There is another of thele Sages called S4vio 
Caſſiere, who orders the payment. of the Soul- 
diers, and 'all others who have money to re- 
ceive of the Commonwealth , and nothing is paid 
without an Order ſigned by this Sage. 

The three other have neither Title nor Buſineſs 
peculiar, only they conſult jointly with the ſaid 
tio, Whoſe places they ſupply in caſe of abſence 
or fickneſs, but with the Title of Vice-Sage Ca/- 
frere, Vice-Sage Scrittura: Their Office continues 
only for ſix months like -the Sapes-Grans. In 
Winter they wear their Robe of Purple Cloth , 
and in Summer a Black watered-Camlet , with 
wide Sleeves : They are choſen likewiſe by the 
Pregdi, bur without deliberative voices; in which 
they are much inferior to the Sages-Grans , and 
yet they have the Title of Excellence given 
them: The 
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The Sages des Orders. - 


* called Sages des Orders, Who are young 
Noblemen of Principal Quality; admitted*, 
into the Colleag, not to deliberate for they have 
no voices, but to hear, and adapt themſelyes 
to the Government by the example of the other | 
Saves, Whom they reſpect as their Maſters ; and fs 
therefore when they ſpeak to the Coltedp, they 
are obliged to be ſtanding and uncovered. Tis 
probable upon that account they are called $4- 
ges des Orders, becauſe they are to obey the 
Orders of the Sages Grans, and Sages de Terra 
Firma, who have Power to exclude them from 
their reſpective Aſſemblies, when any affair of im- 
portance is before them that requires their Mt- 
niſtry : Whereas the Sages des Orders have no pri- 
viledg to exclude the other S4g2s from therr 
Conſultations , nor to exclude them from their 
Maritime tranfactions which are all under their 
Cognizance, and therefore they -are called moſt 
properly Sages de Mer. 
When preſent at the Conſultations of the S4- 
ges Grans, and Sages de Terra firma, they may 
modeſtly give their advice ; but their advice not 
being deliberative, nor propoſable to the Sena, 
the Secretary does not enter it, unleſs one of {; 
the Sages-Grans or Terra firma approving their 
motion, ownes it for his own, and then it 1s 
Regiltred' in the Secretaries Ro!l under the name 
of the ſaid Sage, to be Baloted in the Pregaat; 
according to the Cuſtom of the 0 rh quit" 
WHATICE 


f | 'Here are likewife Five Sayes commonly 
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244 © he Government of Venice; 
*T acede- Where the * Ephor; cauſed to be pronounced 

mone 4- ſome perſon of authority and deſert, the Advice 
dam De- that another Citizen of leſs Ry propaſed , 
moſthencs hen they thought the propoſition was for the 
purus Au-advantage of their Srate, thereby preventing the 
cor fuir rejection of good Counſel upon prejudice to the 


"Jententie Author. But when Afﬀairs of Sea are before them, 


—_— theſe Sages have deliberative Voices, as the other 


repudiare Sages have, 

dam pro | 

rel Authorss populus wviſus eſt propenſior. Proinde Ephori 1. 
gerum ex ſentoribus forte legere, cus, negorium ejuſdem ſententie dicen- 
de demandaverunt, Plutar. 


This Office was formerly one of the higheſt 
and moſt important in the Commonwealth : Bur 
ſince the Yenetians extended in Lombardy, and be- 
gan to reliſh the delights of the Terra firma, they 
neglected their Sea-Atfairs ſo much that the $x- 
ges de Mer, who before were reſpected according 
to the greatnels of their Imploymentr, loſt all their 


TR M* Credit in a moment + : In ſo much that they put 


* zninura, Into thoſe Places only young Gentlemen, who ha- 


xoſtrorum=Ving little experience are received into the Col- 
que ſtudis ledg to be indoftrinared ; and therefore they wil- 


of Cr ingly give place ro_the Sager ds T-rrs ſoma 


periam Whoſe ſhare in the Government is ſo great. 
converſis , 


expe hic Magiſtratus in parvo precio havert. Cantar. 3. Rcipub. 
n. 


Theſe Sages are choſen likewiſe for ſix Moneths 
by the Sexar, in which they have their places du- 
ring their Office. Their Robe is Purple with 
ſtreight Sleeves. | 
- Though this Office be of no great Power, it 
Is mightily ſought after by the young Nobility, 
It being a ſtep to greater Preferment, if they 
know how to ConduCt : Otherwiſe it is a Rock 

\ upon 
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upon which many miſcarry that have not that 
Aptitude , or Propenſity ro Buſineſs , for there 
they are expoſed to the Obſervation of wiſe and 

etrating people, who do them good or hutt 
afterwards, according to the Imprefhons they re- 
ceivd of them: One Alexander Contarin a Sage 
d:s Orders, would needs ſpeak in the Colledg with- . 
out ſtanding up, contrary to common» practice” 
mn that caſe; deſiring to ſee the Parr, or Law 
by which ſtanding was required ; But he under- 
ſtood afterwards ro his coſt, the Obedience he 
ought ro his Superiours. And here ler me, add 
by the by, That in Fence, as well as antiently 
in Lacedemon, there are many Laws unwritten , 
unleſs it be in the Hearts and Memories of the 
Citizens, upon whom the example of their An- 
celtors have more effect and influence than all 
the Writings in the World, good Manners being 
much better than good Laws *. Beſides, it 1s * Plus 565 
indecency and too” much forwardneſs in young #91 mo- 
Men ro enquire into the Inſtiturion of their” 709m 
Laws +, and demand Reaſons for them: And in} ,,e; v4. 
Sparta this Curiofity was expreſly forbid , leſt lenz. Tac: 
it ſhould be uſed as a prerence to their Dif- Ger. 


obedience, Si querere ſingulis liceat, pereunte ob ana igg 
ſequis, et 1413 1mperium intercidit. Tac. Hilt. 1. | teras pres 
ſtantiſſima 


Lex, ne juvenum cuiquam fas fit in Leges inquirete. Plat. 1. de Leg. 


Thus have I ſhewn all the Magiſtrates of 
which the Colledg ſubſiſts, and I have treared of 
them together, for that reaſon, without conſ1- 
dering their reſpective Ranks in the Common- 
wealth, Let us now paſs to the Procurators of 
St. Mark, which is the ſecond Dignity Jn that 


State, 


[, | The 


of ftp 
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The Procurators of St. Mark. 


St. Mark, called Procurator Operis }, 

Marci, becauſe he had inſpection over the 
building of that Church ; and this (ſeems to ſup- 
port the opinion of thoſe who believe that Of. 
fice to have been Created by Dake Peter Orſeolt, 
rhe firſt of that name, by reaſon he began to 
rebuild the Dacal Chappel, which had been burned 
under Peter Candien his Predeceflor. Be it asit 
will, Bartelemt Fiepole Elected 1049, under Prince 
Deminich Contarin is the firtt to be found in the 
Archives, where 1t appears that there was but 
one Procarator, till the year 1231; at which 
time Philip Acmme being fent Embaflador to 
the Emperor Baldwin Il. at Conſtantinople, Pater 
Dandole was choſen, that the Ciry might not be 
ett without a Procararor : ſo that at the return 
of the ſaid Aſemme was the firſt time two Pri 
curators are mentioned to* be together : Some 


f | 'Here was antiently but one Procxrator of 


will have it, that Dak? Sebaſtian Zians having 


ordered by lis Will, that the Revenue of the 
Lands he left to the Church of St. {ark ſhonld 
pe annually dittributed to the Poor by the Pre 
carator, it was thought unfit the diſpoſition of 
ſo much Money ſhould be intruſted to one man, 
leſt thereby he ſhould infinuate with the people, 
and uſe them in ſome dangerous Defigne ; and 
therefore to prevent rhat inconvenience, the Fi- 
netians had choſen another Procurgtor to fee the 
Will of Z:4z; executed : But it appears by (e- 
veral Manuſcripts in the Library of' St. Meh 
that 
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that under the three Dzkes who ſucceeded after 
Sebaſtian Z1ant, there was but one Prociraror, and 
thit it was upon occehon of the abſerice of Ph;- 
lip Memme, a ſecond was created, as is men- 
tioned before, 

The Riches of St. Mark beins well increaſed 
fince that time; the Conncel chots in the year 
12:8, Mark Sorahce for a third. Prochrator, and 
divided the Buſineſs and Advantages betwixt 
them ; charging the [Firſt with the Care _ and 
Government of the Dwcal Church: The Second 
with the difpofal' of ſuch 'Zepaties as were left 
to it by ſuch as lived on that fide the Grand 
Canal: And the Third, with whatever was left 
to it by ſuch as lived on the other fide of the 
faid Canal; which two Perſons were called like- 
wiſe Commiſſaries di qua, & di la, And in the 
year 1261, a Fourth Procurator was made in 
the Perlon of 7ames dolin who was Colleague to 
the Fir/t, and writ thus, Ego IV. Procurator Ope- 
run B. Marci, not Operzs, for theibuilding was 
grown too great and Magnihcert. 

But the Kep#blick finding this Dignity much 
ſought after, and that it would furniſh chem with 
a way of gratifying their Subjects without” any 
Expence ; In the year 1319 they Created N+- 
cholas Tailer, and Marin F ofcrrin a Fifth, and a 
dixth Proc#rator, allociating them with the Se- 
cond and Third, who had'no Colleagres, and g1ving 
them the keeping of all their Charters and Re- 
cords. Theſe Six Procxrators were divided into 
three Chambers, called commonly Ridotti dr Su- 
pra, di Citra, and di Ultra. 

In the year 1442, Three more were made , 
"1%. Lewis Loredan, Paul Tron, and Francis Bar- 
barigne, aſſigning to the Firſt the Chamber az 
Supra, to the Second the Chaniber 45 Cirra, and 
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to the Third the Chamber d: Ultra: fo that 
each Chamber had three Procarators, all of them 


_ rereining the Title of Procarators of St. Mark, 


though only thoſe 4d; Sopra were intruſted with 
the adminiſtration about the Dacal-Chappel, 

This laſt Creation was attended with a Decree 
by which the Grand Conncil aſcertain'd the Num- 
ber of Procarators, and confined them to Nine, 
declaring that no Perſon whatever ſhould be pro- 
poſed, nor admitted into thar Order, till after 
the Death of ſome one of thoſe Nine who were 
at that time in poſſeſſion of the ſaid Dignity, 
That is to ſay, 


ames Trevilan 
Aark MMobin Di Sopra, 
Lewis Loredan 


Mark Foſcare 
Anarew Contarin > Di Citra. 
Paul Tron 

Stephen Contarin ) ) 


Paul Correr Di Vlira, 
Fran. Barbarigne 


In thoſe dayes the Procarators were made 0n- 
ly for their Merits, but the affairs of the Com- 
»onwealth changing their Face afterwards by the 
War of Cambray which exhaufted it, and coſt 
them Five Millions of Gold, the Comncil of Ten 
made two Decrees, one of the ninth of May, 
the other of the firſt of Jane 1516: by virtue 
of which , S:x Noblemen, viz. Lews Piſa, 
George Eme, Franc. Foſſare , Laurence Loreaan, 
Lewis Malin, and ferome fnſtinian were a 

uM 
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em of Money added to the reſt of the Pro- 
curators *, © But with condition that no more* Under 
ſhould be Created till the ſaid Company ſhould Leonard 
be reduced to the determinate number of Nine; orcdan. 
from which notwithſtanding the ſaid Comncil 
thought fit ro digreſs by another Decree of the 
26 of March 1522, which Decree was preſently 
followed by the Election of Three other Procu- 
rators for their Money : ſo thatmhe number of 
Extraordinaries was equal to the Ordinaries un- 
der Anthony Grimani, and under Andrew Grima- 
» who ſucceeded him, they were increaſed to 
ſix or ſeven more. | TAG 

This exorbitant number of Precarators was af- 
terwards by the death of ſeyeral of them re- 
duced to Nine, whom the Comncil declared Pro- 
carators in Ordinary , though of the Nine Six 
were Extraordinary. But in the year 1570, the 
Republick being at Wars with the Tark, was 
forced for want of Money to ſell that Dignity 


again to Six * ſeveral Gentlemen , which fſince* Frederic 


they. have continued to do in all neceſſities of Eonrarin, 
their Stare, and particularly in their laſt War in go? | 
Candia , which continued 25 years, for never Lew. and | 
was there ſeen ſo many Procarators as then. Du- Franc. 
ring the Siege of Candia there were no leſs prmull, | 
than Forty , ſome of them being of the New; par ff 
Nobility paid 70000 Dwcats for their Places , Alexand. 
whereas the Antient paid not above 30000 atBon. 
moſt : The Commonwealth making it a Maxim to 
favour the Antient Nobility, and to ſqueeze the 
New, as having more juice for the generality than 
the other. | 

But of all theſe Procarators there are only 
Nine in Ordinary, called by the People Procs- 
rators par meriti, whoſe Places are filled up at- 


þ ; ; 6 
ter their Deaths, according to the Decree in the 
L 3 year 
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year 1572. For when any of theſe Ning are 
dead, the Bell called 14 Trottzerg ( deſigned only 
to aſſemble the Gravd Conncil ) is rung, and the 
Defunct is not Buried till his Succeſſor be cho- 
ſen; to prevent Diſorders that may be capſed 
by multitude of Competitors. 

The new Proczrator appoints a day for the 
Solemnity of his Entry, according to antient Cy- 
ſtom, and all his Relations and Friends come 
home to his Houſe to attend him, firſt to the 
Church of St. Mark, where he hears Maſ,, 
accompanied by the antient Procxrator, who in 
Honour to him, gives him the Right-hand that 
day: He 1s followed by rhe reit,.as alſo by the 
Segators, and other Gentlemgn invited, who 

rch two and two in their Scarlet Robes, 

' Maſs being done, he ſwears upon the Evan- 
' gviſts to obſerve exactly his Capunlaire, to pro- 
mote with all his power the Worſhip of God, 
and the Adyancement of the Publick intereſt; 
after which he enters into the Colledg , where 
having ſaluted the Seigniory three runes , he 
goes up to the Comncellors Seat, and places him- 
ſclf next under the laſt of the three Chiefs of 
the Quarantie Criminel, The reſt of the Procu- 
rators place themſelves aboye the Sages-Grans; 
and -the reſt of the Nobility without Order, 3s 
they pleaſe themſelves. There it is he acknow- 
ledges the great Honour done-him by the Star, 
in whoſe name the Doge replies, commending | 
modeſtly his Parts, or Fis Services, wiſhing him: 
long enjoyment of his new Dignity. After thus, 
he receives the Keys of the Chamber deſigned 
for him, which. are preſented to him in a Purſe 
of Crimſon-Velvet by one of the Gaſtaldes , 0 
Farmers of the Company : Then he takes another 
Oath upon an old Reeord the Grand Chanprr 

| | | "vo 
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holds in his hand to that purpoſe, and ſo departing 
from the Colledg, he takes poſlſſion of his 
Charge. ' 
Formerly theſe Procarators were | in ſo great 
eſteem quite thorow 7traly, that from all parts 
they ſent their young Gentlemen to Yenice, to be 
brought up in puſillage under them : and ſeveral 
Princes and great Perſons falling ſuddenly ill in 
their paſſage that way, committed all that was: 
moſt precious and valuable about them, to their 
cuſtody, as Perſons above all coverouſhneſs or de- 
ceir. So that this MMagiftrate was. inſtitated partly 
to undertake the tuition of Orphans; to ſettle the 


Aﬀairs of thoſe who had no Gaardians ; to regulate 


the Eſtates of thoſe who died Inteſtare, or with- 
ont Iſſue ; ro ſee the Wills of other Perſons per- 
formed ; and, in ſhort, to keep good Order and 
Decoram berwixt Family and Family. | 
Upon this ſcore it was tnat all the Procurators 
were excommunicated by the two NVantio's * felt * trdenaro 
on purpoſe to FYenice by Pope fohn XXII, in the Lrg' © 
year 1322, to recover ſuch Moneys as had been Clones 
ſeft to the Apoſtolick Chamber by certain Mer- 
chants Trading into the Levant ; to the moſt part 
of whoſe Wills, the ſaid Procarators being left | 
Executors, they had refuſed to pay the ſaid Mo- 
ney to the ſaid Prelars, upon pretence' that they \ 
would keep it for the Children, whoſe Fathers had 
never left ir to the Pope, but in fear of being. 
damn'd if they reitored rot as much as the prin- 
cipal amounted to of all the Goods they had car- 
ried of their own into the Levant. For the Moths T.,,_ 2.1}, 
and the Friers had put it into their heads when 7274:/7-. 
they were dying, without fo doing they were not 4: --. at 
capable of Abſolution. And it- this Reſtitution F "VI.4 4 
ſhould accreiv ro the profit of the Pope, as by a 44 


Bull of Clem. V. 1307, it would manifettly re- 
L, 4 dound 
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dound to the deſtruction of their Families, ag 
the ruine of the Venetian Trade, had not the Smy 
interpoſed for the prevention of fo great a 
Evil. 

Theſe Procarators have the care and direCtion 
of the publick Alms, and can diſpoſe of themy 
they pleaſe, either tro Hoſpitals, Monaſteries un- 
endowed, poor Criminals, diſcharge of Debtors, 
or Redemption of ſuch as are Subjects of that 
Commonwealth, and in captivity to the Turk. $0 
properly theſe Procarators are the common Fe 
thers of all People in diſtreſs. 

The Proczrators are never ſent Embaſſadors in 
Ordinary ; in whick thing the Repablick receives 
conſiderable ejndice by the multitude of Pre 
carators advanced to that Dignity for their Money, 
who might otherwiſe be uſeful to their Country, 
and appear with Juſtre in the Courts of Forreign 
Princes , were they not adorned with a Robe that 
exempts them : for the Senat wanting many times 
Perſons that are rich and powerful (like the Pr- 
cxrators) to ſupply thoſe Embaſſies, are conftraind 
ro ſerve themſelves with ſuch Noblemen as being 
low in their Fortunes, would ruine themſelves ab- 
ſolutely in the very neceſſary Expence, and dil 
honour their Character if they ſhould not. 

They have their Palace, as I ſaid before, in the 
Place of St. Mark; but becauſe there is room 
only for fx, (their old Houſes being inhabited only 
by Citizens) the Commonwealth allows the reſt a 
Penſion of 60 S:quins, till there be a place vacant, 
to which each of them comes in his turn, as well 
the Procurgtor created for his Money, as he that 
1s preterrd for his merit, according to the Order 
of their reception. | 

They have likewiſe their Coancil-Chamber in St. 
Mark, where they meet every Tueſday, Ti hee 
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and Saturday. And becauſe the Library 
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is near 
thoſe Chambers, they have the direfion thereof. 
and the nomination of the Dwucal-Chairs, as they 
call them, eſtabliſhed for the publick teaching of 
Phileſophy, Law, and Phyſick. The frſt is always 
ſupplied by a Nobleman, with a Penſion of 500 
Dxcats; and in my time it was fohn Babtiſto Con- ' 
rarini a Senator. The other two are ſupplied by 
Citizens of Yevice, with Penſions likewiſe from 
che Publick, / 

The Univerſity of Pad is under the direftion 
of two Procurators, Called Reformators dells. ſtudio 
di Padua, and their Office reſembles the Office of 
the ProveFt of Sorbon. It belongs to theſe Refor- 
matori to take notice of all Books Printed in that 
State, and to take care they be not expoſed « to 
fale, till the Starzoners have given ſuch Copies as 
are to be put into the publick Zibrarzes. 

The Dignity of Procerator is for life, yet ſome- 
times the Senar preſumes to degrade them: the 
laſt Age furniſhes us with two Examples, the one 
in Anthony Grimani , Who was reſtored after- 
wards, and created Doge : the other two in fames 
Sorance, who was deprived of that Honour, and 
baniſhed into 7fria. And of late years Francis 
Moroſini was in a fair way of being treated in that 
manner, though the Grand Coxncit had given him 
the Robe with exceſſive teſtimony of the ſatisfa- 
ction they received in his Services, creating in par- 
ticularfayour for hin, a tenth place for the Pro- 
curators by Merit ; which had never been known 
before. 

The Procarators are habited in Black or Violet, 
with Ducal-ſleeves, and the Srole black : but if 
they be Sages-Grans, they wear them of Purple. . 
Upon their grand Ceremonies, as on the day of 
their Entry, the Feaſt of St, Mark, and ; One 
SEE 0 /; OFNcTts 
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others, they put on a Robe of Crimſon-Velyer: 
and their $tofe of Gold, if they be Knights. 

Next to the Procaraters arte the Decemuri, cal» 
led commonly the Come! of Ten. 
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Of the Council of Ten. 


is dreadful Comncil was at firſt only a Cham- 
ber of Juſtice erected for finding out the 
accoimplices in the famous Conſpiracy of 
Bajamont F iepole, but not many years after it was 
continued and made perpetual to avoid the cla- 
mours of the People, who murmured, and were 
ready to Mutiny every time it was renewed, 

In the firſt age of its eftabliſhment, its Autho- 
rity extended not far ; for the Duarantie Criminel 
which is much. aucienter, judged in all Criminal 
matters, and in ſeveral other things. But by de- 
grees the Tex rendred themſelves ſo conſiderable, 
that by their addreſs they gor the cogniſance of 
all Crimes againſt the States, as Sedit ions, ill-Admi- 
wiſtrations, Coining of falſe Money, Afſaſſmations 
committed by Noblemen, Sodomy, and ſometimes 
of Hereſy it ſelf. Nay, they ſtfetched their Au- 
thority ſo far as to revoke and null the Decrees of 
the Grand Cenncil; and to negotiate Leagues Ot- 
fenfive and Defenſive with Forreign Princes un- 
known to the Senat, which they did upon certain 


* Ub: fatto Emergencies, and 1n @ juncture of time * properer 


for Execution than Deliberation. And in this they 


[eo opus reſembled the Roman Dittator, who in time of 


publick calamity, had all the Power of the State 


Ann. 1. 1n his hand, with Suſpenſion to. the Power of the 


Senat, Nor 
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Nor do we want Inſtances of ſeyeral Negg- 
tiations undertaken and perfected by the Canncil 9 
Tn, in defiance of the whole Pregadi, Wi Tannor de 
the Peace they concluded wirh Antonio Soderini, Rep. Ven. 
and fobn Baptiſts Rodelf, Florence Embaſſadors, ©*%b- 
who could make no advance with the Senat of Ve- Ls 
nice,” And this Peace was a Comp d Etat, Bajatet 
the Second declared War againſt them not Jong 
after ; which if the Florentines could haye fore- 
ſeen, or if the Concluſion had been protracted but 
for ſome few weeks, tis moſt certain the Floren- 
tines would never have complied, unleſs upon bet- , 
ter Conditions, as knowing the Venetians” would 
have been forced to their own terms, leſt other- 

wite they ſhould have been engaged in two Wars 

at one time, 

But at preſent the Authority of the Tex 1s re- 
ſtrained to Criminal Cauſes , and as there 1s no 
Court in the World where the Judges proceed 
with more ſeverity againſt Perſons accuſed, it will 
not be amiſs to fay ſomething of their Methods 
n this place. 

After the three Capi-Dieci, who are the month- 
ly Preſidents, have received the Depoſitions of the 
Witneſſes in Writing ; and have perfectly inſtructed 
themſelves in all the circumſtances / of the Fact, 
they cauſe the accuſed Perſon to be ſecured pri- 
vately, and examined by the Chief for that Week 3 
whoſe Anfivers are taken by a Clerk or Regilter, 
and by him communicated with his two Col 
leagues, and their advice taken thereupon z after 

, Which, the Cauſe is carried by them to the Contr 
cil, where they all three do manage the Acculation 
againſt the Malefattor, urging his Confeſſion againft 
him ; and this they do, whilit the poor Criminal 1s 
not allowed to plead his own Caule, nor to retain 
Counſel, nor to ſee any of his Friends or Relations, 
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or ſo much as to receive a Letter from them, B+ 
has only one remedy, and that is, one of his Judges 
ſometimes, touched with compaſſion for the Per. 
ſon accuſed, or perhaps convinced of his Innocence, 
will take his Cauſe into his proteCtion, and defend 
it againſt the Accuſers , but though theſe kind of 
good Offices happet now and then, they are 
dom effetual. For this Coxnc:l is ſo inclinable to 
ſeverity, the leaſt offence in matter of Stare is un- 
pardonable , and very appearance paſlles for a 
crime. 6 

"Tis faid thar in 4thens, Draco writ all his Laws 
in Blood ; the fame may be ſaid as juſtly of this 
Conncil, in which Clemency and Mercy are Virtues 
unknown ; where jealouſy 1s incurable, diſtruſt 
eternal ; where great reputation is dangerous; 
great ſervices odious, and commonly requited 
with either baniſhment, or death. The A1ſaxims of 
this Coxncil are theſe. | 

Trat not only Crimes again#t the State are never 
to be pardoned, but even appearances are to be puniſh- 
ed, and that they muſt proceed to puniſhment I 
they examine the off:nce. That in thoſe things ſh4- 
dow is to be taken for ſubſtance, and poſſibility ſor 
matter of fatt ; that humane Prudence is not to be 

contented that things are not yet hapned, but muſt 0r- 
der things ſo as they never may happen ; that the 
Publick 1s to prevent what it fears, at their Coſt who 
gave the apprehenſion, without expetting till the miſ: 
chief occur, there being no greater crime than to bt 
ſuſpicions to ones Prince, and to diſturb his Tranquili- 
ty. Trat if in other Affairs it be diſcretion to 1ma- 
gine the il/-con ſequences leſs than they will be, in mat- 
rers of State, and things relating to its quiet and re- 
poſe, 'tis not only prudent but neceſſary to imagine 
rhem greater : that injuſtice to private Perſons is not 
to be conſidered where advantage accrews to the = 

| | lick ; 


be ſeparated firm the body of the State, if they 
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lick 4 becauſe, ſay they, tis impoſſible ro Govern 
without injury t0 ſomebody. To which we may add 
another of their Maxims no lets pernicious, and 
that is; That 'tis wiſdem to rid themſelves of any 
body they have diſobliged by their wrong ful ſuſpicions, 


leff his reſentment puts him upon revenge, and the 


fear of a ſecond injury tempts him to ſecnre hiwſelſ, 


though by the ſubverſion of the Government, 

By theſe Principles this Council is become {0 odi- 
ous to the Nobles , that they have tried all ways 
imaginable to ſupplant them, In the year 1628 
the Family of the Cornar: and their Party puſh'd 
it ſo far in revenge of the Quarrel of George Cor- 
naro the then Dake's Son, who had been proſcribed 
and degraded by the Tex, that their Court would 


have been certainly ſuppreiled, had it not been 


brevented by an old Sergnior; who in the Grand 
Comncil remonſtrated, That the ſafety of the State 
depended xpon the continuation of that | Conncil, 
which kept the Nobility in their duty, by fear of Cor- 
rettion, and the People in obeatence by the goodneſs of, 
their Example. That to ſuppreſs that Tribunal, 
which was the ſupport of thewr Laws; the knot of 
their Concord; the foundation of their Equality 
their defence againſt Tyranny; and the true balance 
that kept all Parties in a poiſe, wonld be no leſs than 
to introduce Confuſion, Licentionſneſs, and Impunity. 
That nothing rendred their Government more Ex- 
cellent and Conſpicuons, than to ſee their Nobility 
obnoxious to the ſevereſt of their Courts, and their 
Authority check'd by their fear, whilſt thoſe in greater 
Power were in greateſt Awe, ſceing them expoſed to 
the rigour of the Laws as well, if not more, that 


particular Perſons. That thoſe who endeavonred to 


aboliſh them, were People who deſigned to be Crimi- 
nal, if they were not [4 already. That they were to 


could 
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conld not ſubmit to a crvil life, or ſubjet themſrhyy 
to the Laws, which pat them upon a happy neceſſity 
doing well ; and, in ſhort, That it would be Jif. 
honourable to ſuffer the clamonrs of a few Citizens 
to prevail for a Change ſo much to the prejudice of 
the State. 

But however the ſaid Comncil is continued to 
this day, 'tis very diſpleating to the MNobiliyy, 
who cannot hear it mentioned without tremb- 
ling. 

In the year 1670 the Grand Comncil proceeding 
to the Eleftion of the Ten, (who are renewed eve- 
ry year in the Month of Azgyft) all thoſe that 
were propoſed, were rejected two Sundays to- 
gether, and in the third. there was only Sergnior 
Angels Emio who paſſed in the Baloration : nay 
the ill-humour was carried on fo far, that ſome of 
the Electors named either in contempt or deſpight, 
ſome of the new Nobility, and among. the rett a 
Portugal called Fonſeca, of few:ſh Extradtion, 
knowing well thoſe kind of People would never 
get their jaſt number of Voices. For that Comrt, 
which is as it were the Parliament and /4 Fowrnelle 
of the Nobles, has been always ſupplied by the 
worthieſt and beſt qualified Gentlemen. 

Nevertheleſs this Comncl is it, upon which de- 
pends the whole Oeconomy of that Government : 
this Coxncil js the Corner-ſtone of the Srare, not 
ro be ſtirred-withour deſtruction to the whole Fa- 
brick. It-is the Copy of the famous Temple tlie 
Ephori of Sparta ereted to Fear, as the only 
Deity, was able to reſtrain men, and keep them to 
their duty: In a word; 'tis a Virgin full of eyes, 
and all of them inceſfantly'watching for preſerva- 
tion of the common Liberty, inſomuch that it is 
obyious when-ever the Coxncrl of Ten is diflolved, 
confuſion and diforder will quickly-follow in the 

| States 
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State, as hapned to the Commonwealth of Sparta 
upon ſuppretſion of the Ephori, who, as Ar:ſtorle 
tell us, were the very Nerves of that floutiſhing 


| Ariſtocracy. 


The £xarantie Criminel labours upon all oeca- 
ſion for ſuppreſſion of the Comnerl of Ten, as thoſe 
who have robbed them cf their prinetpal Autho- 
rity ; for before the Creation of thelt Decemviry, 
'tis manifeſt thei cogniſance of all Crimes belonged 
to that Chamber, and after that diffolution it would 
return into the former Channel. For this reafon 
Francis Contarins: "Ghe of the Heads m the year 
1628 ſpake with ſuch heat againſt them, rhat moſt 
of the Nobility cried out, Via via {i Di:c;, away 
with the Dieci, and others ſpared not to falnte them 
with /Vaga in mal hora quel Conſigl:o:a4e Diets, li vers 
ga la rabtiza. May the Comncil of Ten never proſper : 
the Devil them, and many-other imprecations, that 
ſhew well enough what kindneſs the Nobility had 
for that Court. In etteft, the Rigour of the Conn- 
cil of Ten has been ſo great, there 1s ſcarce a No- 
ble Famuly but produces inſtances of it, and: many 


of them written in Blood. And if there be nor * 


often ſeen Noble Perſons hanging by the heels be- 
rwixt the Pillars of St. ark *, tis not that they 


* Scc rhe 


are grown more humane or compaſſionate, bur Remarks. | 


they have found out new and more private ways, 
tat the Nobilicy may not Joſe their Veneration 
with the People, nor they think themſelves go- 
verned by Profligates, as they would do if they 
thould ſee thoſe objetts too oft. Theſe ways are 
by drowning them in the night in/the Canal Or- 
fano, and others already too well known in the 
World. 

Theſe ſecrer Executions are too frequent at Ye- 
nice, and if People vaniſh in a moment, 'tis by the 


Conjuring of the Concil of Ten : this bs the ſilent 
| way 
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way they take to prevent the Murmurs of the 
Nobles, who alwayes judg amils of the Decrees 
of the ſaid Court, from a conſtant averſion they 
bear to their Juriſdiction. This is the way they 
take to ſweeten and cajole the Parents and Re- 
lations of the Defunct, as if they did it to pre- 
vent the infamy that would adhere to the Fa- 
mily, if the Execution ſhould be publick : And 
7et for all their tenderneſs, this Caution is never 
uſed but where the buſineſs is donbiful, for if 
the Evidence be clear, and the Perion accuſed, 
palpably Guilty, no ſuch Complement: is uſed ; 
but he runs through all the formes of Juſtice, 
and is attended to the Gibbet with all manner 
of Solemnity. There is no Appeal from the Judg- 
ment - of the Coxnc:l of Ten, no more than of old 
from the Roman Decemviri ; nor can their Arreſt 
be modified, or altered, but by themſelves, or 
their Succeffors : Only ſometimes the Avogaders 
might ſuſpend the Execution, provided it was not 
in matter of State, for in that Caſe -no ſuſpen- 
fion was endured. 

Tis a dangerous matter in this Cowncl to 1n- 
tercede for any one queſtioned for practiſing a- 
gainſt the Srare, 'tis no leſs than to bring a man 
into ſaſpition, and expoſing him to the Malefactors 
misfortunes. And therefore the Nobility are ma- 
ny times ſeen to forſake their neareſt Relations 
upon thoſe occaſions, and to Proſecute them le- 

"NOTES verely, to clear themſelves of being accompli- 
d:rat forts ©*S: Fear overpowers their humanity *, and the 
humane \tronger the Accuſations are, and the more dan- 


commer- gerous the Condition of the Party, the weaker 
cium, vs 

metusz | 

quantumgue ſevitia liceret; miſeratio arcebatur. Tac. Arn. 3; 
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is their Compaſſion, and the fainter their Inter- 
ceſſion. Every Mans Tears, and Sighs are ob- 
ſerfed, and 'ris little: leſs than being Criminal, 
to bewail the Condemnation of another. 

All Magiſtrates imployed abroad, as Generals, 
Proveditors, General at Sea, Podeſtates, Governours, 
and all other Officers are reſponſible for their 
Condut to this Comnc:il, where all Complaints 
are received readily againſt them. There ir is 
their Actions are canvaſed, and controlled : There 
their Pride is humbled, their Extortion- puniſh- 
ed, and their Miſdemeanors inevitably chaſtiſed, 
There Generals of Armies are handled like Slaves, 
and Baniſhment, Impriſonment, Degradation, and 
Death, common Rewards. For if they loſe but 
in handful of Ground, though they reſiſted ne- 
ver ſo well, they are ſure to be guilty , Inno» 
cence being never to be pleaded , where the 
State has received a loſs. And I remember I 
was told by a wiſe Man of that Countrey, that 
the Bragadin might as well have been Flea'd by 
the Turks, after the Surrender of Famagoſta, as 
by the Comncil of Ten, who would be ſure to 
Hang him, | 

No man's Conduct is ſo exact and regular , 
but theſe ſevere and ſcrutinous Judges will pick 
a hole in it, though ir be but for faults of omiſ- 
lon: And thoſe Perſons who eſcape out of their 


clutches; and come off with a bare reprimand, 
pals in the world for men of exemplary Pro- 


bity, and incomparable Wiſdom. No mans Inno- 
cence is doubted that is acquitted by that bloody 
Tribunal; where Parents have been known to 
condemn their own Children to Death ; and a- 


change the Sentence of Death that he had g- 


M | yen 


LF 


_ mong the reſt, the Doge Anthony Vemer *, who* Sce the 
with great difficulty was prevailed upon toRemarks. 
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yen againſt his Son, into perpetual Impriſonmert, 
Two of the three Inquiſitors of State are ts 
ken out of this Concil, and the third out of 
the Comneellors of the Colledg. The Lords of this 
Comncil are fo abſolute in their Power, they can 
cauſe the Dake himſelf to be drowned, or {trang- 
led without rhe knowledg of the S exar, thar is to 
if all Three of the Cap:-Dieci agree tothe 
Execution ; Otherwiſe all the Ten are to be cal- 
led. They have Perſons in pay, who are obliged 
to keep a Regiſter of all the Words and Attions 
of the conſiderable Noblemen and- Citizens , as 
practiſed in the time of the Emperor Ti- 
And fo far are they from diſcouraging 
Informers, that they invite them by Rewards, 
Many times honeſt men are treated at that rate, 
who are not ſenſible of their own guilt by« 
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* Revs fi- ny thing but their Impriſonment or Exile t. So 
'/]- ſe,ta%- that with them every thing Is to be feared, e- 


rum p&Yn, 
EXPErtt. 


'very thing is to be ſuſpeed : Silence, Diſcourſe, 


Ann. 15. Company, Solitude, even the Walls themfelves. 


* Depreca-not be ſevere in matter of Words. 


batur tam 


precipites verborum prenas. ann. 3. 


Ne Convivalium 


lavic. Ann, F. 


Congreſſns, Colloquia, note, ignot que aures vitar, 
etiam rectum & parictes circumſpettantur. Ann.g. 
If any man ſpeaks ill of the Government, he 
is pack'd away in the night, and drowned inthe 
Canal Orfano. If it be a Forreign Nobleman, or 
Gentleman, he 1s commanded out of the State 
within 24 hours upon pain of Death. This they 
practiſed upon a French Officer for charging 
them publickly with Ingratitnde. 
of Opinion that People were not to be reſtrained 
in their Converſe at the Table, and moved the 
Senat upon ſeveral occaſions, that they would 


Tiberius Was 


But in 


fabularum fimplzcitas, in Crimen dugzretir, poſtue 


Venice 
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Venice ( though a ws Pliny they are not {ſo 
fivourable to the People ; the Comncil of Ten ha- 
ving ſtretched their Law againſt Treaſon, to Ver- 
bal Exprefſions, betwixt which and matter of Fatt 
they make very little difference, 
The Inqaifitors of State have their Nocturnal 
accelles to the Palace of St. Mark, into which 
they enter as they pleafe by private ways, to 
which they only have Keys; and the Dzke 1s 
more afraid to fee them , than- to be ſeen by 
them: They can pals if they pleaſe to the ve- 
ry Bed of the Dake; They can enter his Clof- 
ſet, open his Cabinets, read his Letters, and take 
an Inventory of what they think fir, whilſt nei- - 
ther himſelf, nor any of his family, dare pretend 
to obſerye them : And his Children, Brothers, and 
Nephews are excluded the Council of Ten, only 
to give more liberty of Complaints and Infoy- 
mation againſt him. 1 
When a Gentleman is ſuſpected , and proof is 
wanting for his Condemnation in the uſual formes, 
to charge him with Treaſon, ſupplies all defects, 
and ſtops the mouths of his Relations *.  ( For * Majeſta- 
Treaſon is always the Crime of thoſe that haye 75 Crimi- 
no other f. ) They diſpatched the Senator Anto- rial 
mo Foſcarini 4, in half a days time, and his Death ,,;.,/um 


was ſooner known than his Impriſonment, (3 neceſſi- 
tas fil-ndt. 
;Ann. 3. 

i Majeſtatis ſingulare £5 unicum Crimen corum qui Cramme Vacs 

rent. Phn. Pan. 
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A remarkable inſtance of the jealouſy of Common- 
wealths, where extraordinary reputation,is extraor- 
dinary danger : For that was all his Offence,though 
he was accuſed of Treaſon, which after his Death 


was known to be falſe. They do ſomerimes 
M 2 - MaKe 
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make uſe of a mans own Servants to rid them- 

{elves of his Maſter; and afterwards to Keep it 

the more ſecret, the Inſtrument comes to þb+ 
* M7/-. drown'd, or ſtab'd *, whoſe preſence would ſeem 
rumfici= tO reproach them by what they had done. A fit 
worm _recompence for a Treacherous Servant. And 
Min:/ir1 when an eminent Informer comes to be diſcoverd 
quaſi exe , : 
provrancss © the World, they not only uſe him no farther, 
oſpiciun- but they Sacrifice him preſently to the publick 
tir, Tac. diſcontent, as Tiberins did F, to ſhew that he was 
St the cauſe of all their injuſtice ;' by which means 
Min:ſt-o; they pacify the indignation of the irritated Fa: 
vetere:, £7 Milies. 
Pr eOpra- 


Nos affiuxit. Ann. 


Praculares publics edit vittimas. Plin. 


Thus did they proceed againſt Foſcarm:'s AC- 
cuſers , though they decreed extraordinary Ho- 


nours to his, Memory, as willingly conſenting he 
thould be reckoned among the gods, whom they 
cannot endure among men: Sit Dexs modo non jit 
vivus, They have likewiſe another Maxim 4- 
mong them, to connive at many faults they 
might eaſily prevent, to render them more it- 
famous whom rhicy deſign to deſtroy. 

All thoſe who are taken with Fire-Arms + 
bout them, are puniſhed with Death by the Com 
cil of Ten, without Mercy. In the year 1671, 
the fourth of 7annary, John Aloccenigne, a Noble- 
man, having fired two Pocket-Piſtols upon Ni- 
colas, and Sebaſtian Foſcaxini, two other Noble- 
men, at that time in a EZiSing in the Opera of 
St. Saviour, was degraded of his Nobility, pro- 
ſcribed, and condemned to have his Head chopped 
off betwixt two Pillars of St. Mark, when-ever 


he flovld be taken, the ſaid Cogncil Prompt 
2000 
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2000 Ducats ro thoſe who ſhould ſhould take hin 


alive , or kill him within the Territory of that The re- 


nor of rhe 


State , and 4000 if he were taken, or killed ont mobs oh 

of the State : Granting him moreover who ſhould mation 

either kill , or apprehend him, Pardon for any publiſhed 

Nobleman or Citizen that ſhould be Guilty of Trea- y the 

fon ( though it was never dohe before in Venice, 1994 of 

where Crimes of that nature were always un- gainft7obn 

pardonable ) all the Goods of the ſaid Mocceni- Moccen:- 

pue, movable and immovable , preſent and to come, &'(c- 

( not excepting his F iefs, nor what was commit=- 

ted to him in truſt ) were Confiſcated : All Con- 

tratts paſſed »y him (ix Months before his Condem- 

nation, were Cancelled and declared void ; with ftrich 5. 

charge to the Avogadors to make exatt Inquiſiti- 

on according to their Conſciences, that the Goods 

of the ſaid Criminal might not be diverted nor im- 

betled, with prejudice to the Publick, Command 

was given to the Commonalty of all Villages, 

Towns, and Cities under the furiſdittion of that 

Commonwealth, to ſound the Toxin to take him 

ling or dead, under penalty of the Gallies or Dunge- 

on to ſuch Officers as ſhould be wanting in their du- 

ties. Forbidaing likewiſe all Noblemen , his Rela- 

tions, or Friends, to hold correſpondence, or com- 

merce with him by Letters or Diſcourſe, or to give 

him any aſſiſtance either at home or abroad, upon 

pain of Confiſcation of their Eſtates. AAoreover, 

all Offenders againſt this Decree, who were not 

Noblemen, nor Citizens of Venice, ſhould ſerve ten 

years together in the Gallies, with Irons on their 

Legs ; and if they were incapable of working, they 

ſnould lye as long in the Dungeon, Nay the Ar- 3; 

reſt went farther; and declared, That the ſaid 

John Moccenigue ſhould never be indemnifyed , not 

by diſcovering things of never ſo great importance 

ta the State; mot by ingaging to bear Armes per- 
M 3 pernally 
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petually in the States ſervice. Not by promiſing 
to take or kill any other Offender, equal, or ſupe- 
riour ro himſelf. That he ſhould never obtain an 
favonr, ſuſpention, alteration, modification, compen- 
ſation, or other diminution of the Tenor of this De- 
cree, though Forreign Princes ſhould intercede with 
never ſo much earneſtneſs in his behalf. That n 
General either at Land or Sea, nor any other Ma- 
giſtrate whatever, veſted with priviledg of Indem- 
nifying Baniſhed, or Proſcribed perſons, ſhould ex- 
tend that Priviledg to him, That whoever ſhould 
but propoſe any thing in his favour, ſhould pay 2000 
Ducats for h:s Offence, which ſhowld be ſtriftly ex- 
atted by the Councellors, and Avogadors, to be put 
into the Coffers of the Council of Ten, And finalh, 
the ſaid Malefattor was Condemned to all other 
Pains expreſſed and ſpecified in any other Arreſt 
whatever, By which the Council of Ten deſigned 
ro give an eminent example of their Juſtice & 
gainſt the Perſon of a Nobleman, who reckoned 
in his Family four Doges, an infinite number of 
Procarators , Senators, and Generals of Armies , 
and allied ro all the moſt conſiderable Families 
in Yenice. Bearing no reſpect to his age (which 
was not above 22 ): To the Merit and Services 
of his Glorious Anceſtors: To the Tears and 
Sighs of his Wife ; To the Innocence of his Son, 
at that time hanging at the Breaſts of his Mother; 
Nor even to the Pardon of the Foſcarini them- 
ſelves ; the Elder of which begged it generouſly 
of the Senar ſome days before his Death : and 
the Yoznger, who was wounded letting the Pro- 
lecution fall. And to ſhew the efficacy and force 
of theſe fort of Proclamitions, it is to be colt- 
hdered that the faid Aoccenigne having fled to 
Kowz!, where he hoped to have been Protected 
in the houſe of the Venetian Embaſllador pr ri 

arc= 


Maorofini his Father in Law ; that prudent Mini- 
fer underſtanding the duty of his Chayge, and 
having been formerly of the Council of Tem , 
would not receive him into his Palace, nor vio- 
lace the publick Majeſty wherewith his Character 
Inveſted him. 

And here I ſhall take notice, that at Venice 
their Operas, C omedies, and Gaming-houſes are in- 
violable places, Gonſecrated ( if I may fo fay )* 
to publick Pleaſure, infomuch as Baniſhed Perſons 
and Criminals reſort. to. them as ſafely as to the 
Sanctuaries of old, the Council of Ter not reſfer- 
ving to themſelves the Cognizance of ſuch Of- 
fences as are committed there, and all to recom- 
mend their frankneſs to titeir Subjects, and their 
hoſpitality to Strangers, | 

Coining of Falſe Money is an unpardonable Of- 
fence, and the rather becauſe 7taly is full of little 
Princes, who make uſe of that way to inrich 
themſelves to the prejudice of their Subjects, 
and Neighbours: But as to Sodomy, they ſeem 
either willing to connive at it, as a thing rather 
contrary to good Manners, than inconſiſtant with 
the Government; or elſe knowing the nature 
of the Sin, and their propenſity to it, they think 
it not convenient to attempt a Remedy, lett rhey- 


ſhould diſcover their own* Shame and Impo-" Omirtere * 


tency, wherefore, when-ever this Sin is punithed, evalidl 


(is in the perſon of ſome poor Creature , Who quits 


nas neither Money nor Friends. v4 
qt hoc 


aſſequs ut 


palam fieret quibus flagitits impares efſemus. Tac. Ann.3. 


This Comncil js likewiſe very ſevere with Sra- 
{oners Who fell Books reflecting upon the Go- 
vernment ; and when any js found offending in 
| M4. titat 


pris | "_ | ” — ” _ 


' = 
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that kind, they are at leaſt condemned to the Gf. 
lies, and their Eſtates Confiſcated. Hence ir is, 
that not one of them dares 1cl! Gaicharadin's Hi. 
ftory of the Genera Imprefſion, nor the Squiriris 
ol liberta Veneta, which proves the ſubjection 
of the YVenetians to the Roman and Greek Empe- 
rours. 

The Ten do proceed likewiſe againſt fuch Ec- 
clefraſticks as procure Biſhopricks, Abbeys or any 
other Benefices from Rome, by means contrary to 
the Laws of their Countrey ; and when they 
have got Grants of them, the Comncil of Ten © 
poſes their Poſlefſion : thus they ſerved Charles 
Lxiriniwho had obtained from Pope Urban VII. 
the Biſhoprick of Zebenigo in Dalmatia , by the 
mediation of Forreign Embafladors in his Hol- 
neſs his Court. 

The Mobl:men compoſing the Comncl of Ten, 
ought to be of Ten ſeveral Families, without any 
Kindred or Proximity of Relation; that there 
may be no prejudice nor partiality in their Votes: 
For if rwo or three Gentlemen allied either by 
Birth or Marriage, ſhould be admitted into the 
ſaid Council, it might be the occaſion of a thou- 
{land Iujuſtices, whill the corrupting of one Mem- 
ber would indanger the corruption of all his Re- 
lations: Beſides, three or four Families might 
eaſier unite in any enterprize againſt the Srate. 
In the mean time the Yenetians think it not fit 
to have more than Ten of that Comnc:l , leſt it 
thould render their Authority leſs dreadful ro have 
It divided among, a. greater number of Perſons: 
And yet their Court conſiſts commonly of ſeven- 
teen, the Dake preſiding theſe, and the Six Comn- 
cellors of the Colledz aſſiſting. Sometimes there 
is a Giwnta, or acceſſion of certain Senators, Who 
haye equal ſutfrage in the ſaid Comncil, as the reſt, 
in 
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«1 which caſe the Procurators, the Sage=Grans ; 
and the three Avogadors have right to fit a- 
mong them by virtue of their Places , not as 
ſudges, bur Affiſtants, without any Vores * * Tus ſuf 
fragii non 


habent, e:fl omnibus negot115, KC. G. Contr. Ven, Repub. 1[.3- 


Every Month three Capi--Dzeci are choſen by 
Lots ; Theſe Capi-Diec: have Power to open all 
Letters addrefled to- the Comncih; and to report 
them when they have done : They receive pri- 
rately the Depoſitions of Informers, and give out 
Orders for the ſeizure of the Perſon accuſed : 
They vifit the Prifons , examine what: Priſoners 
they pleaſe, and diſcharge what they think In- 
nocent. They aflemble the Comnncil, nor only e- 
very eight days according to Cuſtom, but as oft 
as they think fir, provided two of them con- 
cur in it. Each of theſe three Capi-Diec; has 
his Week , during which , he that is chief re- 
ceives the Letters, Interrogartes parties, and having 
communicated with his two Colleagues, Concerts p 
with them what is to be done : And he that is in 
Authority, is in the Grand Council with the Ave- 
gador de Semaine, placed right over againſt the 
Dope, 

I ſhort, the Drieci of Yenice have the ſame 
Power as the Ephor; had in Sparta. The Drecz 
can Depoſe, Impriſon, and Condemn to Death all 
the Magiſtrates in the City, even-the Duke him- 
ſelf: Bur the Ephors could nor judg cither of 
the Kings of Sparta without concurrence of the 
Senat and the other Xing ( for in that Srate there 
were always Two Contemporary Kings * ) and» gee the 
if the Ephori had Power to put all forts of Remarks. 
People t9 Death without formal Proceſs (which 

gave 
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*,Ephoris gave * Plato occaſion to call their Authority Ty. 
_ a” ranical ) ; The Conncil of Ten have often made ir 
ve occade.. PPEAT that they are abſolute , in- Condemni 
re quot lj= their Fellow-Citizens upon bare ſuſpitions , yet 
birumeſt. in reality they are more moderate than the E- 


Ifocr. hors 
| ori, 
Ephirce P 
rum impe- 
rium mirum in modum ibi Tyrannicum. 1, 4. de leg. 


The Ephors had Cognizance of all affairs belong- 
ing to their Commonwealth, and a ſuperinſpeCtion 
upon the Conduct of all Perſons who manage it, 
and therefore they were called Ephori. The Di- 

Ephoros eci of Venice have the fame Power. The Epheri 
Hes were inſtituted as a Balance to their Kings , and 
ap '-to keep them within the bounds of their Duty; 
inſpice= the Dzeci were inſtituted to cyrb and withſtand 
rent.Suid. the ambition and infolence of the Nobles : and 
as Theopompus rendered Kingſhip agreeable to the 
Lacedemonians, by the Creation of this Magi 
ſtrate to reſtrain it from extravagance, ſo have 
the Yenetians made their Government more plau- 
ſible to the People, by ſetting up the Coxncil of 
Ten, as a check to the exorbirance of their Com- 
manders ; fo that theſe Tex are the defenders of 
the People, as well as the Ephori, though their 
Government be not Popular. The Ephor: had a 
care and ſuperintendency over their Sports, and 
publick Combars invented for the exerciſe of 
their Youth ; The Ten have the ordering of pub- 
ck Feaſts, and ſolemn Combats betwixt the C4- 
ftellans and the Nicolates; and the direftion of 
:Sce the their * Kegates or Sea-fights. The Ephors bad the 
Remarks diſpoſing of the Publick Revenue ; the Dieci have 
their Treaſury, where a third of rhe Publick Mo- 
neys is entred, with a ſuperintendency of all the 
Schools and Fraternities of the City, which = 
tax 


_ Py —_ —— aw— —R—_ 


ſy. Wl taxed 7 4 any. publick neceſlity » as the Diecs 
*ir WF chink fit. Ina word, the Dec: are, annual like 
ing WY che £phor1, and cannot no 'more than they ,. be 
ver I continued in their Office; but they-may be cho- 


ſen again rwo years affer : And this is fo exactly 
obſerved , that a Nobleman who: has been but 
one day in Office, if the year be out, depoſits his 
Decemrviral Robe , and is excluded the Council 
for two years, as much as if he had executed 
the Office his full time. -- | 

The new Nobility, cannot pretend to this 
Charge , bur after long and conſiderable ſervice, 
fyr they muſt be © many intermediate Offices, 
and gain the friendſhip of the Ancient Nobility, 
who will otherwiſe oppoſe their Eleftions : Be- 
ſides, the ancient Nobility will not. equal them 
ſo ſoon by thoſe Honours, leſt having great Eſtates 
generally , the addition of ſuch great Dignity 
thould advance them above them. 

The Dzec: have place, and deliberative Voice 
'in the Senat , wearing a Purple-Robe with Du- 
cal-Sleeves. 

This Coxncil in their Orders and Proclamati- 
ons dv afſume the Title of Eccelſs, to ſhew the 
Grandure and Puifſance of wheir Dignity. 


MM — 


Lt—— 


Of the Quaranties. 


Here are Three Courts in Venice called 


| LAuaranties, becauſe each of them conſliſts 
of Forty Members. The firſt is the New 


Quaremze-Civil, to which an Appeal lies in al 
| Ciyi 
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Civil Cauſes, from the Senrence of all Magiſtrates 
abroad. The Second*is the old Qyarantie-Cinil 
that Judges in all Appeals from the inferiou; 
Magiſtrates in the Ciry. The Third is the Jus 
rantie-Criminel , which Judges in all Criming] 
matters except Treaſon, which belongs properly 
to the Comuncil of Ten. Theſe Three Courts are 
each of them conſiderable, bur the laſt is of great- 
er renutation than the other two, becauſe all its 
Members have deliberative Voices in the Sen, 
Becauſe their Cap: have place in the Colledy - 
mong the Comncellors di Sopra, and becauſe it is 
called the Sereniſſimo Seignoria, like the Aﬀem- 
bly of the Colleadg, their three Corncellors preſiding 
there in the name of the Sezgnrory. Belides, this 
Court is the Parliament of all the Subjects of 
that State, as the Comnncil of Ten 1s of the No- 
bles. 

Eight Months is the time they remain in either 
of theſe Pwuaranties, and the firſt ſtep being to 
the New 2nuarantic, the next 1s to the Ola; and 
the third to the Crimznel. | 

The two Oxaranties-Civii conſiſt only of the 
poorer Nobility, for the richer fort will not have 
patience to attend ſixteen Months to gain a D- 
cat by their Place, and therefore they aſpire to 
enter at, firſt into the LPuarantie-Criminel , at 
leaſt into the Old Nuarantie, one, or perhaps two 
Months before it concludes, to the end they 
may paſs preſently to the Pwuarantie-Criminel, 
and have Voices in the Pregaa, 

To each of theſe Courts there being two Cot- 
tradiftors or Advocates, who undertake the Cauſes 
of the Defendants, and manage them againſt the 
Awvogaaors, eſpecially in Criminal matters , where 
all their Art and Rhetorick is ſhewn in the behalf 
of the Perſon accuſed; Fer 
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And here it is to be obſerved, that inferior 
Judges cannot be called ro the Old Quarantic- 
Civil, without the advice and conſent of three - 
Auditori Vecchi, nor to the New Duarantie-Civil 
but by permiſſion of the Axditors Navi > For if 
theſe Anditors confirm the Sentence of the inferi- 
our Magiſtrate, the buſineſs cannot be carried yu 
into a higher Court , without depoſing a certain 
Sum of Money, beſides paying the Fees.- - 

There have been admitted into the Sexat forty 
of the Judges-Criminel, ( who are'commonly 
Gentlemen of the ſecond and third Form Y to 
balance the ancient Nobility, againſt whom they 
uſually unite, by reaſon of the anzmoſiry they 
bear them. But many times that is an impedi- 
ment to their affairs. 

The Chiefs of theſe .Quaranties change every 
two Months : It belongs to them to appoint the 
time for hearing a Cauſe, which they call dar 4 
pendere, Or dar il Conſigho alle Cauſe. Bur in the 
two Qraranties-Civil, Priviledg'd Cauſes are firſt 
to be diſpatched, and thoſe next who are brought 
in by the Axditors in order, according to the 
Roll. Thoſe Cauſes are called Priviledg'd which 
are betwixt Father and Son, Mother and Daugh- 
ter, or Brother and Brother; as alſo the Cauſes }. 
of the 4wvogadori, which are called Canſe Avo- 
gadoreſche : The Cauſes of Priſorers, and Pu- 
pils under the Tutilage of the Procarators of St. 
Mark. 

Tis not lawful to ſolicit theſe Judges either in 
Perſon, or by Proxy : All that can lawfully be done 
in the Laaranties-Civil, is to Petition thoſe Chiefs 
to bring the buſineſs to a ſpeedy Hearing, But mn 
the Duarantic-Criminel it is lawful to employ all 
the intereſt, and importunity of ones Friends. Let 
us now paſs to the inferior Magiſtrates-of the 
City, 2/ Of 


Of the three Avogadors. . 


E Awvogadors were inſtituted under Dake 

Orie Matipierre about the year 1180; and 

are in France called Avocats General, but 

with this difference; in France they ſpeak finally 

after the Counſel for the Plaintiff has ſpoken ; and 

at YVemce the Avogadors ſpeak firſt, and open the 

LE _ - Accufation *, after which the Counſel for the De- 
giſtracus fendant replies, 

Advocatce 
raus accuſatoris-vice fungitur, G. Contarin. Ven. Rep. 1. 3. 


The prineipal duty of an Awvogaaor is to fee the 

Laws obſerved, and to proceed rigorouſly againſt 

thoſe who tranſgreſs them ; as allo to oppoſe the 
Deliberations.'of all the other Magiſtrates. In 

which they reſemble the ancient Tribznes of the 

+ T-ibza; People in Rome, who, as Aulus Gellims reports t, 
pl. anti- had not the power of Judging, bur of interpoſing 
quitus their Authority in defence of the Rights and Pri- 
"1+ Viledges of the People againſt the Authority of 
zon jur; The Magiltrates, not excepting even the Dittators, 
dicundo, Gaſpar Contarin tells us they may be called Tri- 
_— bunes of the Law, becauſe they are the Conſerva- 
; ab Ed tors of that, as the Xoman Tribunes were of the 


bus noſcen- Liberties of the People. 
dis, ſed ine 
gerceſſombus fatst:ndis. Cl ) 1 3. 


The difference betwixt the Trib»nes and the 
Awvozaavrs is this, that the Tribrunes were [_— 
ony 
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only of the People ; the Avogadors of the Com- 
monwealth inv general, and are therefore called 


Avogadori ai Commune *, They remove all Proceſs * 14vocas 


torts Coms- 


whether they pleaſe,'thoſe which are of no great 
conſequence, to the Duarantie Criminel ; others td 


the Senat of Grand Conncil, according to the quis guaſi om- 


liry of the Cauſe. oh Kim a” 
mM att, 
The 2narantie Criminel cannot refuſt® them |, © 44 


when they deſire to be heard, by reaſon of a pe- 


culiar Priviledg ; and- therefore . when an Avoga tarin. Ven, 
der preſſes, all other buſineſs muſt be laid aſide. Re#- 1. 3- 


Sometimes - they carry their Civil Aﬀairs before 
the Colledg, as when Controverſy is abont Fiefs, 
or Lands cating upon any Manor, which they 
would reunite to the Demeaſhs, as it hapned in 
the year 1670 about Lands which the Avogadors 
of Breſcia alledged belonged in Propriety to 


them. 
In all Debates and Deliberations either of the 


Grand Corncil or Senat, it is neceſſary at leaſt one 
Avogador be preſent ; -if not, their Refolutions 
are void, and of none effect. 

The good or ill Adminiſtration of Juſtice de- 
pends upon theſe Avogadors, it being their work 
to frame and prepare all Proceſſes brought into 
Court, and if they be 111 men, as happens roo off, 
tis in their power to do a great deal of miſ- 
chief. 

There are always grave and auſtere men choſen 
Into theſe Offices, to give the People greater awe 
and veneration for the Laws, and to oblige them 
to greater ſeverity, the Law gives theſe Avoga- 
aors a conſiderable ſhare in all Confiſcations. One 
Theodore Balbi, who had narrowly eſcaped the Ac- 
cuſations of his enemies in the Comncil of Ten, was 
made an Awvogador not long after his diſcharge, 


meerly out of an opinion that he would uſe the 
| ſame 
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ſame ſeyericy. towards other People, that he fag 
experimented himſelf; and he anſwered their ey- 

tion. 

When the Luarantie-Criminel judges a Perſan, 
the Avogador who brings in the Proceſs has ng 
deliberative.Voice, in reſpect that he is the 'Accy- 
ſer; but he has power to propoſe the ridgeſt py. 
niſhment he-.pleaſes, after which, the three Preſ- 
dents of the Aſſembly propoſe another more mo- 

-- derare, and both opinions being put to the Baler, 
plurality of. Voices carry It. * 
When the Grand Council makes any new Order 
that the Awvogadors judg prejudicial to the Pub- 
lick, or any ways incompatible with the Laws of 
the State; they can hinder the Regiitring and pub- 
lication of it till it be more deliberately debated 
in another Afembly, like the Roman Tribunes, who 
could ſtop the Decrees of all other Magiſtrates; 
and this is. called in Venice, [ntremittero, -anfwering 
to Intercegeri in Latin, which is as much as to 
* Erat in- Withftand, or to Oppoſe, in Engliſb *; Upon this 
zercedere Conſideration it was that Don 1nnego de Cardenas, 
54 _m . Embaſlador in Ordinary at Venice from the Court 
= | op. Of Spain,endeavoured at the time of the] uriſditti 
ponere. X. on tg; have been made 4vogador, though but for 
Gr. Com. two hours, promiſing (without farther explaining 
Roml. 1. himſelf ) that in time he would accommodate the 

ditterence betwixt his Holineſs and that Commot- 
- RY wealth ; which, in my judgment, he propoſed only 
ing of for the ſuſpenſion of two _Decrees of the Sent, 
Churches. Which were then in diſpute : a thing the Pope did 
2. About paſſionately deſire, that: he might have honourable 


— pretence for the revoking his Cenſures. But the 
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cular E- Seigniory diſcerning the drift of his Propoſition, and 
ſtares ro of what conſequence it would be to ſuffer Suſpen- 
thc Clcr- fjon of the Laws, they returned no Anſwer to the 
6)" Embalſadors motion, that they might not dig 

him by a refuſal, | ey 
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They have Power likewiſe. to hinder their Poſ- 
ſeſſion of thoſe places, or the Execution of them, 
if in, till they purge themſelves of the Accuſations 
apainſt them. Thus the Avogador Corrare would 
have ſuſpended the Veſt of the Procaratorſhip from 


Francis Moroſini, who had been in poſſeſſion of the - 
ſaid Dignity 4 months, which doubtleſs would” 
cette 


have had its 


Accuſation. 
Tis the Office of the Avogadors to exatt and 


&, had not Corrare abandoned 


' receive all Fines and Mul&ts charged upon any 


Magiſtrate for tranſgreſling the Laws : and our of 
every Fine they have a certain allowance, which 
with their other Fees, and ordinary Aſſignments 
upon confiſcated Goods, amounts, and makes their 
Revenue very conſiderable. 

Being Guardians of the Lazws, they are obliged 
at certain times to read in the Grand Conncil the 
ancient Laws, to rub up the memory of the Noble- 
men, and keep them to a ſtricter obſervation of 
them. For good Laws are not ſufficient, without 


OH 


good Men to aſſert them, and ſee them pur in exe-, ,. far 
cUtion *, VT: viſum eſt 


% 
habere, nifi Cuſtodes. earum diligentiſſimos Cives Creaſſent q 
youd puaaxas ajpebant. | 


And as the Nomophylaces of the Athenians kept 
the Regiſter of their publick Deliberations, to 
which they had recourſe, when it was in queſtion 
what was to be done, or what had been formerly 
done in that caſe: in like manner the Yenetian 
Avogadors keep the Originals of all Orders of the 
Grand Conncil, and all the Decrees of the Senat, as 
alſo a Regiſter of all Noble Families, in which they 
let down daily the Birth, Eſtate, Name, and Sur- 


name of every Gentleman and Gentlewoman, that 
N no 


bonas leges 
vos Grace 
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no falſe Nobility might be foiſted in among the 
true ; Which would be eaſily diſcerned by com- 
paring their Notes with thoſe who preſent them- 
ſelves for Entrance into the Coxncil, when their age 
TeqUuITES. 

Their Authority formerly was much greater, 
for they had the management of all ſorts of Af 
fairs : but ſince the Power of. the Conncil of Tex 
has been eſtabliſhed, the Power of the Avogader; 
has been leſſened : and yet they can ſuſpend the 
Decrees of the Grand Conncil, by producing new 
matter in favour of the Criminal, unleſs his Crime 
be againſt the Government, for in that Cafe there 
3s no ſuſpenſion. Ir is always one of thele Av- 
gadors Who pronounces Sentence in that Court 
againſt the Perſons condemned. They are Elected 
by the Senar, and Grand Conncil; the firſt propoſes, 
and the ſecond almoit conſtantly accepts, but they 
may reject it they pleaſe : yet that falls out but 
ſcidom, by reaſon of the reſpect is born to the S 
zat, whoſe Judgment is reckoned as their Tout 
ſtone for Vertue and Eſteem. 

During the life of the Deg: nejther his Children 
nor Brothers can be Avogadorsfleſt they ſhould 
encline more to him than the Commonwealth, and 
relax ſomething of the ſeverity of the Zaws, 
favour to him. F 

The Awvogadors are habited like the three Capr 
Dieci in Purple-Robes with Ducal-Sleeves, and the 
Red-Bonnet in Winter : but in S»mmer their Robe 
is of Black Watered-Camler, with a Bonnet of the 
ſame. Every Grand Coxncil-day they are clothed 
in Scarlet; and their Office continues for 16 
months. | 


Tot 
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The two Cenfors. 
{ 5 E Juriſdiction of the Cenſors extends prin- 


cipally ro the Manners of particular Per- 

ſons: to the Deſigns and Contrivances of 
the Nobles in the Broglio to obtain Preferment ; 
tothe Condemnation or Fining of-thoſe -who vio- 
late the Statutes of the Grand Comncil, To the 
payment of Wages ; the pilfering of Servants 
and laſtly, to the correction of the Gondolzers whe 
they ſtop up the' paſſage upon the Canal, towards 
the Palace of St. Mark, for which offence they 
have many times given them the Eſtrapade in ſome 
publick place. 

When a Malefactor is interrogated by order of 
the Luarantie Criminel, one of thele Cenſors, one 
of the 7adges of the Night al Criminal are pre- 
ſent, but always with the Avogador who brings 
in the Proceſs, and theſe three Noblemen aflem- 
bled, are called /! C olleggietto Crimimnale. 

Theſe Cenſors are 16 months in Office, during 
which time they have deliberative Voices in the - 
Pregadi, and are habited in Purple-Cloth with 
Ducal-Sleeves in Winter, and in Summer with black 
Watered-Camlet, and Chaperons of the ſame. 
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The three Syndics. 


His Magiſtrate has Authority over all the in- 
ferior Fuſtices of St. Mark, and the Riate, 


with power to reviſe their Acts, and vacate 
their Decrees : He puniſhes the Notaries, Pro- 
&tors, Serjeants, and Coprſtes or Clerks, who ex- 
act more than is required by the Tax. But this is 
not over-ſtrictly obſerved, for the Syndics do ma- 
ny fimes diſſemble and connive, in conſideration of 
the profit accrewing thereby. | 
But as the Syndics can nul] or reform the Sen- 
tences delle Corti di San-Marco e Rialto, (o the 
Avogadors can correct or vacate the Decrees of 
the Syndics, and when they have done, carry the 
buſineſs before one of the. 2arantzes,or the Colkay 
of XX Sages, according to the quality of the 
Cauſe. There are three Syna:cs in Extraordinary, 
ro eaſe the- other, and ſupply their places when 
any of them are abſent. 


"YO ww@ 
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The fix Seigniors Criminal 


de N nit. 


eſe Gentlemen have the Cognizance of all 

Thefts and Robberies by nighr. Receivers 

of ſtollen Goods ; Incendiaries, ſuch as have 
two Wives, Raviſhers of Women, and Zews taken 
lying with Chr:t;ian Women, fall under their Jurit- 
diction; the 7ews are many times condemned ro 
death for thar Crime, and if their Sentence be 
confirmed by the Magiſtrate del” Proprio, (who 
notwithſtanding is but a Civil Officer) there lies 
no appeal, otherwiſe 'tis removable tro one of the | 
Puaranties-Civil. 

Theſe Lords Criminal of the Night were inſti- 
tuted at firſt but t;wyo by Dake Marin Moroſimnt, 
one of them with Juriſdiction beyond the Rialto, 
and another on the other ſide : but in the Dogeſb: Pp 
of Renzer Zen his ſucceſſor, the Grand Cod a 
ded fowr more to them. Their Office is like the 
Othce of the Chevalier du Guet among the Ro- 
mans, They zre annual, and their Fee a Dacat 
every morning they fit, and half a Dncar every 
Afternoon, 
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The fix Lords-Civil of thr 
' Night. 


Hey are Judges in certain Nocturnal Aﬀairs 
that are not altogether Criminal, as alſo in 


cheats and frauds betwixt private perſons; 
they lay the Damages, appoint the Coſts, and exe- 
cute the Sentences of the Magittrate called 
Foriſterio, for regulating and letting of -Houſes, 
They were inſtituted under Dake Peter Lands 
with the 4nditor; Noviſſimi, and created for the 
eaſe of the ſaid Arditori, who had too much bu- 
 fineſs upon their hands ; their judgment goes no 
higher than hfty Ducat s. 


—_— 


_— — 


The three Proveditors du 
Commun. 


HE Office of this Magiſtrate (not unlike 
the e#d:!s in Rome) is to keep up the neat- 
neſs and uniformity of the Cry ; to ſee the 

Pavements and Bridges kept in repair : to look to 
the S-ips, and ſee they be not over-laden : to pre- 
ſerve thePriviledges of the Citizens ; to ſet a Plate 
upon new-Printed Books ; ro inſpect the ſeveral 
Companies of Artiſts ; and the Gondoliers, They 
have Vote in the Pregadi, and continue in Office 
I1xteen months. 

The 


The three Proveaitort alle Ra- 
gone VECCINE. 


eir Office is in the name of the Senar to 
ſend the accuſtomed Preſents to Princes, 
Embaſſadors, or other great Lords as come 
to Venice, and to keep an account of all thoſe kind 
of expences. They are Judges of all damage 
done to the Demeaſns of the S-:2n:ory withour 
the Town, with Power to inſpect the Accounts of 
the Proveditors alle Biave, This Magittrate re- 
ſembles the Dxeſtors in Rome, who had the care of 
lodging ſuch Princes and Etnbaſſadors as came 
ſuddenly to Town, and to furniſh them with ne- 
celſary conveniences in the Name of the Publick : 
they continue likewiſe 16 months, and have voice 
in the Pregad.. 

There are alſo three Proveditors alle Ragione 
#ove, young Gentlemen appointed to look to rhe 
payment of fuch as are concerned in the Publick 
Forms, and to ſeize their Eſtates upon any defect. 
It belongs to-them likewiſe to cauſe to be coined 
ſeveral little pieces of Silver called Oſe/le, which 
pieces the Doge preſents to all the Noblemen of 
the Grand Council, in Jieu of certain River-fqwl 
which were ſent them formerly to their Houſes, 
from whence the Medals are called Ofelle, 
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The four Proveditori alla Gi- 
uſtitia Vecchia. 


eir Office is to judg in caſes of falſe 
| weights or meaſures, and they commonly 
puniſh thoſe Offenders ſeverely. They et 
the priſes upon Fruit, and Sea-fiſp, which the 
F;ſhermen are obliged to fell ſtanding, with their 
Hats in their hands, by that inconvenience to hum- 
ble them, and take from them the confidence of 
bartering too ſawcily with the Citizens. All Mc- 
channicks are under the Juriſdiction of theſe Pro- 
veditors, 10 that if a Citizen has any controverſy 
with an Artificer, it belongs tq theſe Proveditors 
to decide It. 

Theſe kind of Tradeſmen cannot change their 
Signs for their Shops, but with permiſſion from 
them ; nor take an Apprentice or other Perſon-to 
work, without acquainting them with the Con- 
ditions, which they cauſe to be entred into a Re- 
Siſter, otherwiſe their Contracts are void. 

There are three other Proveditors called aella 
Ginſtitia Nuova, whoſe Authority is over 1nns and 
Cabaritts, to prevent ſelling of ſophiſticated Wines. 
They take care likewiſe that Taxes be well paid, 
and they continue 16 months in their Office. 
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The three Sopra Proveditori 
- 8 alle Biave. 


Tim Seigniors like the e/£diles Coreris inſti- 
[ 


uted by 7#lins Cefar, have care of-provi- 
ding the City with Corn and all forts of 
Grain, that by keeping the People in plenty, they 
might keep them obedient and well-affected to 
the Government : upon apprehenſion of Famine, 
theſe Officers adviſe with the Doge and Sages of 
the Colledg how they may ſupply themſelves from ' 
the Neighbouring Provinces, and to this purpoſe 
they contract with certain wealthy Merchants who 
engage to bring them in, and deliver them at Ye- 
nice the quantity agreed for, at a preciſe day upon 
certain Conditions, "which are always made good 
by the Seigniory, and if the Merchant fails, he is 
condemned in a conſiderable penalty. 

There are ſubſervient to theſe Magiſtrates three” 
other Nobles called Proveditori alle Biave who do - 
the ſame, and two Seigniors al Formento, who viſit 
the publick Magazins ; ſee them filled up again 
every year, and when any thing waſts,or grows un- 
ht to beep them they ſee it ſold, and other bought 
"M place, by which means they are continually 
Ul, 
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The four Sopra Proveditori 
del Sal. 


eſe Officers ſee the Salt brought from 

the Publick Salt-hoxſes, into the Granarie; 

of the City, where 'tis diſpoſed and fold 
by their direction ; they have Power to puniſh 
ſuch as imbezle it, or fell it without permiſſion. 
This Office is of conſiderable profit, but it laſts 
but ten Months. The Senat Creates ſometimes 
three Reviſor al Sal, to look into the abuſes 
commairted in the Gavele, after which, their Of- 
fice ceales, 


The three Sopra Proveditori 
alla Sanita. 


ous be brought into the City, and that no- 

thing putrified or ſtinking be ſold in the 
Market. Tis their Office to ſend out of the Town 
all ſuch as are ill of any Peſtilential Difeaſe ; to 
hinder any Perſons, or Commodities from Land- 
Ing till they know from whence they come, and 
the Captain of the Ship produces a formal Certift- 
cate 


” 15 their Office to ſee that nothing contagj- 
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cate from the Magiſtrates of the place where he 
Laded. Otherwi'e they are ſent three miles 
off from Yerice to the Lazant tb make their 


Quarantine, And theſe Proveditors are afſiſifted | 


with three more of the ſame Name. 

There is no Town in the World where they 
are more careful of their health than this: and 
not without reaſon, for indeed the Plague has 
raged ſtrangely among them, and continues com- 
monly a long time becauſe of the ſtreightneſs 
of the Streets, and drineſs of a great. part of 
their Canals, in Szmmer, Which ſends fofth moſt 
unfufferable ſtinks : and therefore there are two 
Offices created expreſly for the Water, the one 


called Savi: alla Acque, conſiſting of Sengtors or 


Procurators ; the other, Eſecutori alle Acque, com- 
poſed of three young Yobl:men, whoſe buſineſs 
is to ſee the Regulations and Orders of the firſt 
duly executed ; both of them have Power to 
puniſh ſuch as caſt any naſtineſs into the Canals, 
which the Laws require to be cleanſed every year 
to prevent their filling up. Bur the conſtant clean- 
ſing them according to that Law , having been 
neglected during the War in Candia, produce 
great Inconvenience in many places, nat only for 
itinks, but by making the patllage difficult by the 
heaps of Mud ard Sand ; inſomuch rhat to clear 
their Canals and their Ponds, the Undertakers 
have asked no leſs than two Millions, whereas 
had jt been taken in time, it could not have Co 


above Io0000/ Crowns, 7 
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The three Sopra Proveditori 
alle Pompe. 


# the Officer in Yenice, is the ſame the Gine- 
conomo were in Athens; The Harmoſins 
in Sparta; and the Cenſors in Rome. For 
like theirs, it is the buſineſs of theſe to reform 
extravagance both in Cloaths and Diet, which in 
the judgement of Seneca is the ſign of a decl;- 
* 00; 0i2j. NING Srate*. And indeed Feaſting is ſo rare 2 
orum lux- thing in Yenice ( where the Nobility live gene- 
uria, rally ſordidly ) that were it not for- ſome Per- 
Rn, fons who have brought from their Embaſſies a 
So -7- broad, a neater way. of eating, the Proveditori 
c:a ſint. alle Pompe would not have much trouble .to bring 
Ep. 115. them to Obedience : {o as they might omit their 
frequently reiterated Proclamations againſt eating 
of Fleſh and F:ſo at the ſame Meal, ſeeing mot 
of the Nobility content themſelves with Pilcharas, 
and Muſics, and ſuch cheap ſtuff, ſo that the Scat- 
dal of an Jchliophagos would agree with thetn 
more properly than with the Greeks, who eat 
Fiſh for Luxury, whereas the Yenetian does it for 
Nearneſs. 

The outward Robe of the Nobility (which 1s 
commonly a Cloath-Veſt, with a- Bonnet of the 
lame) has no difference, nor does at all diſtin- 
guith the the poverty and richneſs of the Wearer, 
unjeſs it be by the. neatneſs of the making up3z' 
tor their Robes are to be all of a certain Cloath 
made at Padua, and if any of them be ſo hardy 

as 
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as to make it of Spaniſh, Engliſh, or Datch Cloth, 

they muſt pay dear for the faſhion. Bur the 

oung Noblemen that are rich , diſtinguiſh 
themſelves uſually by their under-Garments,which 

is for the moſt part of ſome rich flowered Silk, 

trim'd very thick with broad Lace. Sometimes 

their Doublet is of Cloth of Gold or Silver, 

which they ſhew at the opening of their Gowns. 
And when they go upon the Water, they pull 

off their Gowns on purpoſe : an [abuſe that is 
ſuffered by the Magiſtrate des Pompes , as not 
knowing whether his Authority would be able to 
remedy it *, any more than ſeveral other faſhi- * r1deco- 
ons which Licentiouſneſs and Ambition have in- rm ef 
rroduced among the Women: which diverted ©7770 

. . non 

Lycargus from making Laws againſt the extrava- j,,;,e-e. 
gance of the Spartan Ladies, So that theſe Seig- eur. Tac. 
ni0rs Choſe rather to let thoſe inconveniences reit, Ann. 3. 
than to make new Laws againſt them, which be- 
ing deſpiſed as the former, would ferve only to 
give more Head and Authority to their Luxury, 
and load the Reformers with the diſpleaſure of 4 
the moſt Illuftrious Families 4. For in Yenice there + To: leges 
are People of that Roman Tribunes opinion, who contempru 
cried, D#id opus Libertate, fi voluntibus lux perire Eornrnd 1, 
non licetr ? To what prrpoſe 1s Liberty, if thoſe who ghar Ge? 
bave a mind -to ruin themſelves by their Luxnry, cere. ibid. 
may not have leave. Thoſe young Noblemen who | 
have ſome 4o, ſome 50000 Dacars a year, would 
think themſelves very unhappy to be obliged to 
live like their firſt Anceſtors , whoſe Dominion 
was only over one Town, and whoſe Paſtime and 
Subſiſtance was nothing but Fiſhing, and might 
argue as a Senator did formerly, That the 
Grandxre of a rich Citizen ought to be ſuitable ro 


the Granaxre of the State, and that no _ 
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Expence is extravagant that exceeds not his Re. 
* Poſt= venue *, | 
quam Co | o; 
magnificentie venerit, difcere fingulos, neque in Famulia Nimirmn 
alzquid, aut modicum, nifi ex fortuna poſſudentis, Ann, 2. 
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All that the Laws can do, is to hinder the 
growth of that miſchicf by chaſtiſing thoſe who 
preſume roo far : or by chargeable imploymentz, 
or fines: and to this end the Yentian Ladies 
are much reſtrained in their ordinary Gallantry 
of their Sex ; they are nor allowed to wear Neck- 
laces of Pearl, Roſes, Crotles, Bracelets or Loc- 
kets of Diamonds. They have not their Gond- 
liers in Livery, but the firit year of their Mar- 
riage. Nor in all my time at Fenice did I fee 
above one Lady that tranigreſſed rheſe Laws, 
who being the Daughter of a Gonaoler, and mar- 
rying* with a' Procxrator of St. Mark , could not 
hold, but muſt needs be ſhewing her 7ewels, u 
if ſhe thought by their luſtre to dazle the eyes 
of the People , and keep them from reflecting 
upon her Birth: or that ſhe might be as remark- 
able for the richneſs of her dreſs, as for the ad- 
ventures of her life. 

As to the Coxrteſans, the Magiſtrate des Pompe: 
has ſuch authority over them , that in Fees, and 
in Fines he goes away with the greateſt part 0 
their gains, they being unable to contain them- 
ſclves within the rules preſcribed by the Lay. 
They muſt have rich Clothes at any rare, to it 
vite their Gallants, but 'tis not enough they pay 
for them in the Shops, they muſt pay for them 
again a ſecond, and perhaps a third rime to theſe 
Proveditori. The Coarteſans are not allowed t0 
wear the White Veil, to divert themſelves upon 
the Grand-Cana!; to meet in any aſſembly of 
y great 
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great Ladies, or to paſs in a Gondole with two 
Oars : but their humours could not be ſubjeted 
to theſe rules; and were they not maintained 
or protetted by perſons of authoriry, they would 
rot moſt of them in Priſon, or dye in an 
Hoſpital. The Laws of this nature relating ro 
the regulation of exorbitancy in young Noble- 
men, are obſerved rigorouſly at firſt, but” they 
are neglected by degrees *. This Court is com-* 4cribus 
monly ſupplied with Procurators of St. Mark , Or #nzt14s, un 
at leaſt by Senators of the Principal Rank. curioſo fie 
All theſe Sopra Proveditori are named by the ne, Anny. 
Senat, as alſo the Three annual Superimtendants 
of the Texths of the Clergy, who receive the Ec- 
clefiaſtical Contributions; the Six Proveditors 
ſent upon the Terra firma in Harveſt time, to 
collect what is due to the Publick. The Three 
Proveditors of the* Arſenal, whoſe buſineſs is to 
ſee it forniſhed with every thing that is neceſ- 
ſary. The Three Sopra Proveditors  Armamento, 
who give direction for equipping of the Gal- 
lies and Galleaſſes ; and the Proveditors of the 
Forts, who have all of them Voices in the Pre- 


gadi. 
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The three Governadori dell 
Entrate 


| RE properly the Sur-Tntendans de Tinan- 
ces, for they have the management of all 


* the Publick Revenue : they letr all the 
Farms, and the Farmers are reſponſible to them, 
This Magiſtracy is always executed by ancient 
Senators, eminent for Incorruption and good Orcs 
nomie, They have under them three Officers 
called Camerlenghi di Commune or Receivers Ge- 
neral, to whom the particular Receiyers pay in 
what they receive. | 


The ten Sages 


ſtates of particular Perſons when the Pub- 

lick is in diſtreſs for Moneys, as happens 
in time of War very often, the ofdinary Revenue 
of the Stare being unable to defray the whole 
Charge. The Tax-is paid exactly by the Nobles, 
and if any are in Arrear, they are put inter e/Ar« 
r:os, and as ſuch excluded the Grand Comncil , 
all other Publick Office till they have paid it. 


The 


A RE like a little Coltedg that taxes the E- 


The four Judges della Meſo- 
ettaria. 


liged under penalty of Impriſonmentand 
| a Fine, to. give theſe Judges Copies of 
all Bargains or” Contracts paſſing through their 
hands, and relating. to the buying of Houſes, 
Lands, or Ships ( Ships being accounted immo- 
vables in Venice by reaſon of its ſcituation) that 
the purchaſers may not be put into poſlefion, 
till they have paid a Duty ro the Srare of three 
or four per Cent. otherwiſe the Bargain is: yoid ; 
Meſſetto in the Language of Lombaras ſignifying 
an interpoſer, from whence this Magiſtrate takes 
his name , there being no Bargains nor Sales 
made, but one of theſe four interpoles, 


\ LL Notaries in the Gumtbecbb are ob- 


— 
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The three Tudzes al Fore- 
{tier. | ; 


HE Jurifdiftion of theſe Judges, like that 
of the Pretor Peregrinas in Rome, extends 
” to:alControverſies berwixt their Subjects 


and Strangers, berwixt ' Stranger and Stranger : - 
'O as 
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as alſo to the letting of Houſes, Ships, or Boay 
ro hire, | 


_ _— 
——_ C—_— 


The three Cattaveri. 


" Hey judg of all goods found either at Land 
or at Sea, determining to whom they be- 


long. The word Carttavert, is as n 
as Searcher of the truth, Cartar in the Lombarl 
Language ſignifying to Search. © They a ics 
ate _- as Publick, and put it in roſſe tn of 
all the Goods of ſuch as dye Inteſtate, or with- 
out Heirs. They puniſh ſach of the 7ews # 
wear the Black Cap without permiſſion from 
them ; a liberty. they ſell for Money , but ne- 
ver for above a Month, that they may' hare 
always a way of ſqueezing thoſe People, who 
would not be diſtinguiſhed by a Red Cap. 


_ The three Sejoniori alll 
Banchi. 


4 Heir Juriſdiction extends only to three pl 


ces where the 7ews are obliged jo lend 


*.” their *Money upon Security ; a way the 
Pablick has found our to ſupply the poor People, 
who had rather pawn their Goods to them, ad 
redeem them again at ' moderate .Jntereſt , 


The Government of Denice ; 
to ſell them for half the worth, as they would 
be conſtrained by their neceſſities. Theſe Banks 
are not unlike thoſe in 7taly called Monti di 
Pieta. 

Not to trouble my Reader with an unneceſ- 
fary ennumeration of particulars , I paſs by an 
Hundred other 7=dges : But muſt not ( as I con- 
ceive) leave Venice, and make a viſit to the 
Provincial Aſagiftrartes, till I have faid ſome- 
thing of their Chancellor and Secretaries, as bear- 
ing part in the Government : as alſo of the Pa- 
triarch of that City, and the Yenerian Cardinals, 
2 matter that carries great connetion with the 
Subject I intend, 
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Of the Chancellor and Se- 
Cretaries. 


HE Grand Chan:ellor is Head of the ſe- 
cond Order, that is of C:t:zens, amongſt 


all Intrigues and Secrets of the Commonwealth , 
which writes, nor receives no Letters of which 
he has not a fight. He has the keeping of the 
Seal, and it cannot be taken from him without 
depoſing him quite. He is as it were a Cheva- 
lier born, by virtue of his Place , which gives 
him the title of Excellence, and precedence be- 
fore all the Senators and Magiſtrates of the City, 
except the Conneelors of the Srigniory , and the 

; O 2 Procter 


whom he is a kind of a Doge : Cancella-g, Con. 
rins Ducem quaſi ex populo refert. He is preſentrarin l.s. 
at all Coxncils without exception. He is privy to Rep. Ven. 


The. Government of Yenice, 
Procurators. of St. Mark. He is chicf of all 
Secretaries, who with him repreſent the Bog 
of the Citizens, as the Doge and Comnncellors of 
the Col/eds do the Body of the MNobles; and 
therefore in .:Latine Inftruments he is called 
Aagnus-Scriva WT Scribarum Princeps. And it 
is to be obſerved the Office of Grand Chancely 
is affefted by. all the Secretaries, as the end of 
their hopes and defires, to which when they ar- 
rive, they will have no cauſe to lament ay 
pains they have taken, or any Service they have 
done to the Commonwealth ; there being no Noble- 
man (with proportion ) ſo well recompencedy 
they, no not the Doge himſelf, nor the Procms 
tors par merite. The Chancellors Office is for 
life ; he wears Parple like the Dake, and the fir 
Comncellors of the Colledg ; enjoys all the privþ 
ledges of a Nobleman, and has ſome peculiarty 
himſelf. 

The Srate allows him a Penſion of 3000 Ds 
cats, beſides the common Perquiſits of his place, 
which amount to 9 or 10000 Dacats more, Witl- 
out obliging '/him to any experice. In ſhort, te 
wants- nothing but a deliberative Voice in” tht 
Comncils, where he fits only as an Inſtrument, 
and in that he is inferior to the meaneſt of tie 
Nobility. | vs 

When the Se:gziory marches upon any public 
occaſion, the Chancellor is preceded by the 
tretaries ; the Doge by the Chancelbor , 
Senat by the Doge.; where we may take wy 
of two difterent Cuſtoms, one of the Nobles, wii 
is preceded by: their Chief; the orber of the G# 
tadinance, or Body of Citizens , which preced 
their Chief; the: firſt to ſhew that the Nov 
and the C:r;jzcns are not to take equa] meaſures? 
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the other to intimate that the Chancelor 
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The Government of Venice. 


the Creature -of the People 1 but - the Agent 


and Officer of tle Nobles, by whom he is 
choſen, and of whom! by conſequence he holds 
his Charge and Aurhority : and Jaft of -all to ſig- 


ify the concord and harmony of all parts jn 


the Government. ] 
The Chancellor after his elefion , makes a 


publick entry, and palles to the Cl/zdg accom- 

nied by ſeyeral Procurators, the”: ancienreſt of 
whom ( aſſiſting commonly that day-) gives. lin! 
the upper hand, as the- Senators and- the reſt of 
the Nobles do to the Crrizens, who infthat Ce- 
remony march like Noblemen in their Red Gowns * 
ſo that it is not- altogether unhike-the Srarnals 
of old, where the Servants were attended by 
ther Maſters. In Publick Ceremohies, if-it be 
Winter the Chancellor appears in a Crimfon-Yelvtt 
Robe; if Swmmer, in Red Damask, with his 
Stole of Gold : but his common habit js Scarler 
or Purple Cloth. ; 

In a word, when the Chancellor dyes, he has 
the ſame Honours as the 'Dege when he dies : 
his Funerals are kept in the Church of St Mark; 
and * his Elogy pronounced in preſence of the Se- 
nat, who upon that occaſion are in Movrning , 
thereby ſhewing greater regrate for the lofs of 
their Chancellor, than for the loſs of their Dake, 
whoſe Obſequies are Celebrated by them in Scar=- 
let Robes, as I obſerved before, 

Having ſo many Priviledges, *tis no wonder: 
that the Chancellor Auguſtin Vianole bought No- 
bility for his Sons , without mentioning himſelf; 
the reaſon is plain, not "being ike to be Chan- 
celor and Noble Venetian together, ( a thing that 
never happened but once , in favour to Mark, 
Otrobon Father to the Cardinal of that name ) he 
choſe rather to keep his place, and continue” in” 
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the Popularc, than to quit it, and make himſef 
Noble, 

The Chancellor Ballarin was of the ſame mi 
and preferred his Chancellorſoip before the Honour 
of Fein Noble par Merite, that is to fay gray, 
which the Seignzory put to his choice. 

The Chancellor is choſen by the Grand Conn, 
as all the Magiſtrates of the City are. 

As to the Secretaries there are three forts 
The firſt are called Secretaries of the Conncil of 
Ten, and are moſt conſiderable becauſe of the 
Preheminence of that Court. The ſecond are al- 
led Secretaries of the Senat : and the third Ne 
raries, or Dwucal Clerks: from Dxcal Clerks they 
riſe to be Secretaries of the Senat, and from 
thence they are preferred to the Firff, according 
to their reſpective Capacities. The Secretaries of 
the Comncil of Ter are but four, and their 
are much ſought after, and very hard 10 be got. 
The Secretaries of the Senat are twenty four, of 
which five or fix are imployed as Reſidents n 
Naples, Milan, Florence, and Zurich in Switur- 
land, with Penſions of 2000 Dacats : five or fit 
others are imployed as Secretaries to their Em- 
baſſies in the Courts of Kings, where the Se- 
nat continues them for ſeveral years , that at 
their leiſure they may imbibe all that is necef- 
ſary for the inſtruſtion of thoſe who ſucceed 
them ; and therefore they are ſeldom recalled, 
tall they have ſerved under two or three Em- 
baſſadors. And theſe are the Secretaries whoal: 
fiſt in the Colledg at the Audience of Forrel 
Embaſſadors, that they may briefly expoſe to 
Seigniory what are the Propoſals of the ſaid Em 
baſladors , which ſometimes are underſtood by 
none of the faid Lords, nor by the Secretay 
himſclf. Burt this inconyenience is prevented by& 
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The Government of Venice, 

Copy the Embaſlador gives in of his buſineſs, 
which is tranſlated and preſented before he be 
admitted by the Sexat, ro whom it belongs to 

ive an Anſwer. 

The Secretaries of theſe two forines are pri- 
vy to all affairs, it being their Office to read in 
the Colledg, and in the Pregads, all the Letters 
writ to that Srare ;' and to prepare all thoſe 
which are ſent from the Sexar. | 

When they cafry an Anſwer to the Embaſſ- 
dors, they read-it before them, and afterwards 
they impart 1t to their Secretarzes : but if they 
be from home; the Secretaries carry back their 
Copy; for 'ris death to leave it behind them. 

Theſe Secretaries have, each of them a Salary 
of 400 Dacats per amnum, beſides other Profits 
and conſiderable Priviledges. 

.In Ceremonies they are clad in Y7olet-coloured 
Cloth, with FYelver Bonnets of the ſame co- 
lour. 

The Secretaries of the third Clafſis, are not any 
preciſe number, and their Office is like our Re- 
giſters: For they enter all Judgments given in the 
Courts of Sr. ark, and the Rialte, to deliver 
them to the Parties. They draw up the Contracts 
of Marriage , and paſs all Wills, and other Acts 
relating to the Tabellionage. So that properly 
they are no more than Notaries or Regiſters , 
without any Cognizance in matters of Govern- 
ment, | 

Theſe three Orders of Secretaries depend wholly 
upon the | Comncil of Ten, by whom they are cho- 
ſen, and when any of them is defective, he Is 
reſponſible to that terrible Court, | 
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Of the Patriarch of Venice, 


AJ Ence is. Governed in  Spiritualibuc. by z 

\/ Patriarch always a Noble Venetian , and 

- elected. by the Senar, .,In. his Decreesand 
Orders he ſtiles himſelf Patriarch Diving My 
ſeratione only, not adding, as, the reſt of the 
Biſhops, & ſantte ſedis Apoſtolice Gratia. Yes 
Primate of Dalmatia, and Metropolitan over the 
Archbiſhops of Candia and Core. oy 

The Dxcal Church of St. Mark, acknowledges 
"him nor, becauſe it has a private Officer of its 
own called Primicirio who performs all the Epilco- 
pal Functions, giving Benediction to.the People, 
with Indulgences for forty days : conferring the 
Laatre-Mixexrs to all who preſent themlelves. 
And if at any time the Patriarch officiates ig his 
Pontificalibgs in preſence of the Seignioria , tis 
upon requeſt to the Primicier who conſents per- 
haps to do him that Honour, but without mw- 
king it a Preſident, 

When the Primicier becomes Patriarch , lt 
ceaſes to be . Primicier, leſt the Deanery of. Nt, 
Aark ſhould be reunited to the Patriarchal. 

The Patriarch has the nomination only of two 
Benehces in the City, the Theologate of his own 
Church, and the Cure of St. Bartholomews, whole 
Curate is his Vicar by courſe : for the gþ + 
bath the Collation of the Archdeaconry ; 
Chapter diſpoſes of the Prebendaries , and the 
Pariſhians Citizens as well as Nobles have the 
choice of tifeir Curarzes, | * 
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Thie- Government of Denice. + 

But thar which is'ftrange is the ſinal>Authoriry 
this Prelat)has over the Prie#s and Monks, whoſe 
lives are very ſcandalous. An efte@t of the xalou- 
ly of this Republick, , which 1s to deprefs-the cre- * 
dit of Epiſcopal Juriſdiction, oppoſes it 1eIf daily 
by its Magiitrates againſt rhe execution of the Sen- 
rences given by the Eccleſiaſtical Judges,. and pro- 
res the Prieſts pablickly, though they be con- 
vict of moſtabominable crimes *. They are often» ,;... ipe 
to implore. the interpoſition of the ſecular 'Ma- (5 Senaru 
giſtrate, (though the hufineſs nothmg concern «torus, 
them) in hopes they may eſcape without punifh-7 
ment. Which occaſioned: that common ſaying of ;,,.;.,. 
Matthew Zanes, That Venice was become a ſecond vitiis per- 
Babylon: | | miſerint, 


- 


A great Prelat of Venice told me one” day in/#4,%'m 
Diſcourle, That "was impoſſible for the Venetian Þ,,, a. 
Biſhops to reform the manners of their Clergy, be- 14. 
cauſe the ſecular Magiſtrate held their hands, and 
made their Cenſures contemptible; and to annihilate 
their whole Ecclifcaſtical Power, hindred the holding 
of Synods, which are the beſt and moſt effetual means 
of correfting the enormities of the Prieſts, At- the 
end of which I remember he added an Elogy up- 
on the Church of France, whither, as he ſaid, the 
ſanctity -of; the whole: Primitive Church: was re- 
tired, concluding with theſe words, 'Piaceſſe 4 Dio 
che tutta la Chieſa ſs Governaſſe ,a Gmiſa' del Clero 
Franceſe. And would to God our Church was go- 
verned according to the/French moacl. 

There is another thing alſo, a great diminution 
to his Authority, and that is, That the Body of 
the Secular Clergy in Yenice, which contains 70 
Pariſhes, is divided into nine Congregations, each 
of which -has a ſeparate Juriſdiction, where all 
Cauſes-of the Priefts and Friers in their ſeveral 
Wards, are firſt judged ; and if there be ag 

or 


for an Appeal, it lies before the Colledg Plehany 
compoſed of Deputies from all the © Dorep 
tions 4 which Deputies do either Null or Confiry 
the Sentences the private Judges have given be. 
fore : and this Colledg dots it 10 well, that their 
Afﬀairs are ſeldom or never brought before the 
Patriarch, from whoſe Juriſdiction tis their whole 
care to ſubſtrat: if at any time any thing of that 
nature is brought to him, 'tis Tangquam ad 7udicen 
Compromſſarium, ſays the Statute; Non vero Or. 
dinarinm. By which it appears that the Seculz: 
Clergy in Yenice is in-a manner ſeparate from itz 
Prelat, to whom, in other reſpects, great Cerems- 
ny is paid when he vifits their Churches; a C:- 
nopy being prepared for him, as for the Dos, cr 
Cardinal. | 

Venice anciently was but a ſinall Biſhoprich, 
whoſe Biſhops were called only Santte Olivelnf; 
Eccleſie Epiſcopr, by reaſon of the fituation of thei 
Church in the Iſle of Ol:zvole ; and for their whole 
Revenue, had only the fees of Burials, wherefore 
they were ſurnamed Yeſcovi de Aorts. 
_ Inthe year 1091 Henry Contarin,the 234: Biſhop 
of Olivele, took upon him the Title of Biſhop of 
Caſtel; which is the name of one of the ſix Quar- 
ters of the Town ; and that continued rill rhe yeat 
1451, when the Patriarchſbip laps'd to B: H. Law 
rence, 7uſtinian Biſhop of Caſtil, according to 4 
Bull of Nicolas V, or Exgenius IV his Predeceflor, 
who to end the Controverfy betwixt the Bybvpt 
and the Patriarchs of Grade their Metropolitan, 
Ordered, that when one of the Competitors died, 
both Churches ſhould devolye to the Survivor, 
with all their Tittes and Rights ; and Dominick 
Acichiel: the Patriarch dying firſt, 'the Biſhop of 
Caſtel was in the Patriarchal Dignity, and left it to 
k.s Succellgrs, 08 

A No- 


The Goverr:ment of Venice; 

A Noble YVenerian cannot pretend to any Cure 
in Venice, the State chooſing to leave thoſe Bene= 
fices to the OY to oblige them; -as alſd to 
prevent the diſorders of | Competition , which 
would probably OPep berwixt the Nobles and 
them ; for in all likelihood the ſuffrages of the 
People (which have greateſt ſhare in thoſe Electi- 
ons) would be more inclinable to the Popular Per- 
ſon than to the Nobleman. For the ſame reaſon 
they have granted the Offices and Governments 
of their Monaſteri:s to the Citizens, who think- 
ing themſelves much honoured thereby, are bet- 
ter affected to the Government. In which, the No- 
bles imitated the Romans, Apud quos jus imperis 
val:t, inania tranſmittuntwr, Who- having the 
Dominion in their hands, deſpife every. thing elſe 
as ſuperfluous. ao, 

The Commonwealth of Venice has under it ano=- The Pa- 
ther Patriarch called the Patriarch of Aquileia, jon ng 
which Town was anciently the SO of the "TH 
Province of -Yenzce, and of all fri: but 'tis now 
much fallen from its priſtine Grandure,' and much 
mferior to the Patriarchſhip of Venice. However 
the Patriarch of Aquileia is ſtill Primate of 1ftria, 
and "tis ſaid, that in all Councils he pretends to Pre- 
cedence over all the Arch-Biſhops and Primates of 
Chriſtendow. He chooſes his own Coaajutor, «(as 
is faid before) who being afterwards confirmed 
by the 'Senar with the Title of Electro 4 Aquilera, 
keeps his Reſidence at Vadina in Frixl. 

he Commonwealth and the ancient Patriarchs of 
Aquileia had /great Conteſts about the Patriarchs 
of Grade, whom the Popes had inveſted with the 
ſpoils of the Patriarchs of Aquileia, (for which 
reaſon, in Hiſtory, Grade is called Aquileia Nova.) 
Mandy-Thurſday was made a F eftival originally by 


one Ulrich Patriarch of Aquileia, who coming to 
Grade 


GuiCccar- 
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The Government of Denice,, 
Grade to ſurprize his .Competitor; was him 
made a Priſoner with = _ and after ſet xx 
liberty, upon condition he ſhould ſend ey 
to Venice —_ Bull, 12 wy and 12 Fai ns 
. The Senat anciently had, or pretended to haye 
the nomination of all the Biſhops and Abbott in 
their Dominions ; but they wholly renounced i; 
by their Treaty of Peace in the year T1510 with 
his Holineſs Pope falius z, to take him off from 
the League of Cambray. 

Under the ,Papacy of Vrba;, VIIE there was 
great Controverſy betwixt tte Court of Rome 
and the Senar, about the propoſition of the B; 
ricks belonging to the S:are of Venice, in the Con- 
fiſtory ; the Sena: . infiſtmg that that Funetion 
ſhould be performed by the Yenertian Cardinal: 
but it was accommodated at length, and agreed 
thar. the propoſition about the* ſaid Bybopricks 
ſhould be made by a YVenetian Cardinal, but the 
Cardinal Patron was always to be by. 

The Senat never names any particular Noble- 
man for a Cap, leſt ir ſhould give offence to the 
reſt : but the Yenerian Embailador at Rome pro- | 
poſes to the Pope ſeveral who are worthy of that 
Honour, and they are afterwards recommended by 
the Senar. The Embaſſador may propoſe himſelf 
if he. thinks fit ; however he employs all his it: 
tereſt with the Pope for his friends. | 

Urban VI was the firſt Pope who honoured the 
Noble Yenetians with this Cardinalitial Dignity, 
and he did- it, becauſe that Commonwealth was the 
only Srate almoſt that ſtuck to him againſt Clemens 
VIL Pope of Avignion. Thoſe Cardinals were, 
Lewis Donat General of the Cordeliert, atid fob 
Amedens Arch-Biſhop of Corfu 1 the firſt with 
the Title of St, Mark , the other of St. Sabinez 
{ince which time there haye been ts beans 
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in the ſacred Colledg, and three of them were 
Popes. Ange Corraro under the name of Gregory 
X11, who notwithſtanding was but the Depoſitory 
of the Papacy : Gabriel Condolmicr, his Nephew 
called Exgenius IV: and Peter Barbo Nephew to 
"i Zugenins, with the name of Paul I] ; to whom we 
- might add Alexander V that ſucceeded Gregory, 
WW who being a Candior, was born in the Territory of 
i the Venetian. 
- Paul V was wont to ſay the Popes ought not to 
admit any of the Noble Yenetians into the ſacred 
Colledg, becauſe the. Yenetians excluded their Ec- 
cleſialticks out of -all Councils and ſecular Offices 
in that State. 

But 'tis now time we proceed to the Magiſtrates 
of the Provinces, | 


The Podeſtatrs. 


j & E Name of Podeſta anſwers to Pretor 


among the Romans, as appears by Latin In- 
* ſcriptions upon the publick Buildings, where 
the Podeſta is called Pretor ; and the Yenerian Po- 
deſtats adminiſter Juſtice in their reſpeCtive Juril- 
dictions, as the Pretors did formerly in Rome, and 
in the Provinces. Afos 
When theſe Magiſtrates keep their Court, they 
are aſlſted by certain Lawyers choſen by them, ro 
give their advice : which the Lawyers cltcem as 
a more than ordinary Honour. An Appeal lies 
from theſe Padeſtats, to the Auditori nwovi, Or 10 
the new Duarantic-Civil, ' | The 
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Dyevaites 


The Government of Venice: 
The Province of Yenice, which is called 7! p;; 
gado di Venetia, contains ſeveral Podeſtaries or Re 
encies, The chief is Chzozza, an E iſcopal City 
uilt like Yemice upon piles, in which great ftore 
of Salt is made. The others are Malamoceo, the 
Port of Venice ; Murano, a ſmall Town fam 
for making of Glaſſes ; Torcella, Grade, and (4 
orle. 

Their Territory upon the Terra-firma compre. 
hends ſeven conſiderable Governments, viz. Tr 
vigiana, Padna, Vicenza, Verona, Breſcia, Bergan, 
and Crema, upon which depends many little Town, 
Chaſtellanies, and Forrs, of which every one has: 
Gentleman for its Governor ; but all theſe Go- 
vernmentsJaft but fixteen months, that thoſe who 
are in poſſeifion might not have time by making 
an intereſt, to make themſelves Maſters. For the 
State of Venice differs much from the judgment of 


fatietas 'NT;h,y;us, who ſeldom changed his Governors, pre- 


melius 
mutat. 


tending that being ſatiated with the Blood of the 


Tac. Ann. People, they would grow honeſter men. [In ſhort, 


3* 


the threats of Lentwlxs Germlicus to the faid Ent 
peror, to raiſe his whole Province, if he fent anc- 
ther over his head, is a good arguement how dat 

erous it is to continue Governors too long, be- 
cauſe the People will look upon them as their only 
Maſters, and 'twill be no little difficulty to reſume 
an Authority that has been left too long in ther 
hands, 

The Cities of Padaa and Breſcia are always g0 
verned by ancient Senators ; Verona and Bergam 
by Noble Yenerians betwixt 35 and 4o years of 
age, who before had paſſed thorow many 
in Venice: the reft are commanded by young Get- 
tlemen of the beſt Families of the Nobility. 

Every 4th year is ſent a poor Noble Venetian t0 


Ficenza, by reafon of a Preſent of Silver "_y 
[! 
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that City makes every fifth year to their Gover- 
nor before his departure. 

The City of Yicenza is ſtil'd the Senar's Elaeſt 
Daughter, becauſe ſhe was the firſt upon the Terra- 

4 that ſurrendred<o the Commonwealth of Ve- 

vice in the year 1404. | 

Tis a long time fince the Podeſtats were per- 
mitted to carry their Wives with them to theip 
Governments, leſt the Governors themſclyes 
ſhould be governed by them. But the Senat ob- 
ſerving the diferders that hapned in ſeveral Fa- 
milies by the abſknce of the Husbands, the Chaſtity 
of their Wives being many times aſſaulted, and 
often overcome by ſolicitations of their Gallants, 
(as hapned to the Wife of the Chevalier Lewss Sexum na- 
Molin, and others of later date) they releaſed the bo gre 
ſeverity of that Law, in-compaſſion to thoſe per-/.,"," 


ſons who ſerved abroad. Bur then it imports theexpon; fus 
Husband to have an eye-over the Condudt of his /uxu, cu 


Wife, that at their return from their Command, P/4mmibus 
they be not reproached as ſeveral Pro-Conſuls were vu un 
at Rome, for having under their Adminiſtration 4x0 
Pretoria, duo Tribunalia; for though the fault 
may be in the Wife, the ſcandal lies wholly upon 
the Husband, and 'tis he muſt anſwer for it. In 
theſe Commands it is that the Nobles are allowed 

to exceed in all manner of magnificence, becauſe 
thereby they ſignify the extraordinary Grandure 

of the Publick Majeſty, and imprint love and ve- 
neration in the minds of the People, #6; 


The Captains at Arms. 


Terra-firma, anſwers to the Military /Tr;- 

bune in Rome ; and mn all Inferiptions upon 

publick Buildings, he is called Pr efettns'Armorum, 
or Tribunus Militum. | 

His Office is to Command the Soulglters, of the 

City, and all-the Garriſons under his Juriſdidtion; Wi \ 

he judges in all differences betwixt Officer ad Wl ; 

a 

1 


yg E Office of a Captain at Arms upon the 


Souldier, without application ro the Podeſta, Al 
the Chaſtellains of the Town, and quite, thorow 
his Territory, receive his Orders, and ſubmit to 
his Juriſdiction, as well Noble Yenetians as others: 
It is his care to look to the reparation. of. the 
Walls, Gates, Ports, and Fortifications, as he plec 
ſes. He has the diſpoſing of all the Revenueadd 
Impoſts in/his Goverament, and. in all places be: 
longing to it, the Camerlingues who. receive it, Wi 
giving an account to him, and not daring to-di 

burſe a farthing without his Authority; to the end 

the publick Money ſhould-be difpoſed- to the pub: 

lick Uſe, and that thoſe who ks it may not 
have power to purloin.' The Kona Pretors. had 
'the diſpoſing of their Treaſure ; but the YVenerias 
will not allow that liberty to the Podeſta's, that by 
parting equally they might moderate their Autho- 
rity, and bring them to ſome balance and propor- 
fion with the Caprains at Arms, which are the 
two Officers that repreſent the Majeſty of thell 


Maſters , anq, are therefore called by one colt 
*y | 0 py mon 
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mon name Refores, like the Provincial Harme- 
ſte of the Lacedemonians, in their ſmaller Towns Harmoſte 
there is only one Reftor , who is Podeſta and "= 7 jos 


Captain at Armes both, 


F124 Lacede- 
monuis mittebantur Magiſtratus. 


The Captains at Armes at Padua and Breſ- 
cia, are always Vluſtrious Senators, who- for heir 
Services may challenge the Robe of Procura- 
tor par Merite , when any of thoſe places are 


vacant. 
The Captain of Bergamo has a deliberative 


Voice in the Pregad; at his return, as alſo the 


Chaſtelaine of Breſcia, by peculiar Priviledg above 
all the reſt of the Governours of Caſtles or 


Forts. 
When great Officers in a Town differ about 


Juriſdiction, which happens very oft, they are 
not allowed to defend their Cauſe with any thing 
but the Pen, thar is to fay, by humble Remon- 
frances to the Serat ; and if they come to Blows, 
both parties are judged Criminal, as well he 
that receives, as he that offers the Injury. 


—]ſ—__— 


In Friul. 


E Proveditor General of Palma No i; 

| the chief Officer of the whole Province; 

— 2nd 'this Office ( always in the nomination 

of the Senat) is biennial, and ſupplied by a Smu- 
tor» of the firſt Rank. 

The Governowr or Lieutenant of UVaina is the 
ſecond Officer in the faid Province, and at hisre- 
turn may- be propoſed for admiſſion into the 
Conncil of Ten, There ate under him two Off- 
cers, one called the Marſchall 4 Vadina, who is 
kind of Chaſtelaine; and the other a Treafs 
rer. 

The City of V4aina in the year 1415, came ut 
der the Dominion of the Yenerians, with the 
whole Province of Frixl, which before was ut 
der the Patriarchs of Aquileia, to which, the 
Counts Savorgnanes contributed much, and yer 
made Noble Yeneriarns for their pains. 
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In I{tria. 


Apo d Iſtria the chief Town in that Pro- 

vince, and-a Biſhoprick, -is Governed by 

a Podeſtat and three Conncellors of the poor- 
er ſort of the Nobility. | 

Cita-Nuova, Parenzo, and Pola, all three Epil- 

copal Towns, have each of them their Podeſtars, 
as allo Piran, Rovigno, Cherſo, Oſero, and Raſpo, 1» 
which laſt has the Priviledg of having a Senator, 
becauft 'ris a place where much is gained with 
little expence, and therefore ſome of the poorer 
ſort of Senators are ſent thither. 


In Dalmatia. 


| 'HE Proveditor General holds the firſt Rank, 
and Commands all the Governogrs Prove- 
* ditors, and Chaſtelanies of Towns and For- 
treſſes in that Province ; and therefore that Charge 
is always executed by an Illuſtrious Senaror , or 
Procyrator ; for beſides the Authority, 'tis a place 
of great Profit. 4 
He has under him a Forreigner who Commands * 
the Forces as General, but can do nothing but 
by his conſent ; .not ſo much as gratify a Souldier 
with a Peny , nor order him a loaf of bread more 


than his Comerade. 
| *. The 


Xx 
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The Government of Denice. 

The Cities of Zara, and Spalatra, two Arch. 
biſhopricks in Dalmatia, are Governed each 
them by a Count, and a Chamberlaine, who per. 
forms likewiſe the Office of a Chaſtelaire. 
Theſe Officers are two years in Office, as is the 
Proveditor of Cleſſa, a Fortreſs upon an inacce{. 
ſible Mountain. The Chaſtelains of Traco and 2: 
benigo are biennial likewne. / 

Cattaro, an Epiſcopal Town, has two Magj 
ſtrates, one a Proveditoy, and the other a Came: 
tingue, each of them changed every two years. 

Budoa, the laſt place of the YVenerians vpon the 
Coaſt of Dalmatia, has its Podeſta, whoſe autho- 
rity continues but two years. 'Tis not 
years ſince Dolcingo was under their Dominion, 
but they loſt it ro Selymrys Il. | 


In the 1les upon the Mediter- 


ranean Sea. 


"* HE Commonwealth has always a rs 
tor, and two Councellors at Corfen, which 
-2> has poſſeſſed ever ſince the year 1382,id&- 
ſpight of all the efforts of the Tzrks; it being one 
the Keys of the Golf. Corfex is an Archbiſhopric 
worth 4000 Ducats per annum, always ſupplicl 
by a Noble YVenet:an, and- furniſhes Venice witl 
200000 Mints of Salt every year ; 'tis guarded 
by Sant Ange, a Fort thought ro be impregnable 
The Iſles of Z ephalonia and Zante are G0 
yerned _ by 2 Proveditor, and three Cogneelos, 
renewed every two years, 
: Th 
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Theſe three 1/lands have a General to whom 
the reſpeftive Proveditors are ſubſervient and 
accountable: He is always a Perſon of eminent 
Quality, and continues in his Command ſixteen 


Months. WEEY 4 # 
- And-to the end all theſe Officers may be kept 
Ze: WM in their Duty by the fear of a ſcrutiny , the 


Senat creats every five years | three Syndzcs to 

viſit all the Towns -and-Forrs depending upon the 

State, to hear the Complaints of their Subjects 

againſt the Podeſtats, Captains and Proveditors, 

and to inſpect their ſeveral Adminiſtrations, like 

the Inquiſitors of Sparta, called Taxcydides naty- 

exortt, and the Perlons ſent by the Romans in- 
copnito * into the Provinces, to inquire into. the, Me 
Condutt of their Officers : whereby the poorer ,;;.,, 6re/d 
ſort who are riot able to come with their Com- tebantur, 
plaints to Venice, have a way open to revenge 9s Pro- 
themſelves at their eaſe, if their Governours have viſeren 
done them any inyury. & quid 


, cujuſque 
obſequio wideretur referrent : trepidabantque gentes de eſtimatione 
ſingaiorum. "Tac. Ann, Ip. 


It remains now that I ſpeak ſomething of theit 
Principal Military Commands at Sea ; all of which 
are executed by Noble Yenerians, whereas thoſe 
at Land are given to Strangers for the reafony: 
above-ſaid 


114 


* Senatus 
Nobiſcum 
eſt. Tac. 
Hiſt. 1. 


+- Ex di- 
ſtantibus 
terrarum 
ſpatis 
Conſil:a 


poſt res f- receive no detriment thereby +. And this they do 


an- 
Joe itt 


3. 
+Videat ne R'ſp, quid detrimenti capiat. 
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tain-General at Sea. 


His General is always a Noble Ye:nerian, and 
Created by the Senar, in time of Wart 
Command the Fleet of the Commonatatt, 
His Power is ſo abfolute over all other General, 
and Captains, that he ſeems a Diftator, and m- 
ther a Sovercign than a Subject, for the three 
years of his Command. His Authority extend; 
not only to the Fleer, but to all the Pores, Iſis 
and Fortreſſes, where his Orders are recemed 
without difpate : and if he goes to any of then 
m perſon, the Clergy are obliged ro meet him, 
and the Keys are preſented him by the Gover- 
u#ours and Rettors, as if all the Senat came with 
him *; an4 indeed all their Power is in him; {6 
that it is no Teſs than Treafon to diſobey him, 
or conteſt his Orders. Formerly the Senar allowed 
him not to enterpriſe any thing, without advice 
of them ; but the diſtance many times retarding 
their affairs, and the Reſolution of the Senat not 
arriving till the opportunity was loſt 4, it leaves 
him now to his own liberty to act as he ſees oc- 
caſion, only recommending this Caution to him, 
to manage things ſo that the Commonwealth may 


with more Confidence, becauſe he has the pol 


- 


ſeſſion 


Ge ESA 


The Government of Yeniee. gg 
ſeffion of no Town Or Port tg, which he may re- | 
tire if he be falſe, and therefore is obliged to, kee 
always at Yea, expoſed to the mercy of the Win 
and the Waves. 


Moreover there is no Prince whatey# who at 


their return uſes their Gexerals. worle: than the 
Venetians. If any of them have loſt a Rartle or a 
Town,they are plagued by the Inquilitors of Stare, 
or rather by as many-Judges as there are Nobles 
ia the City : the Commonwealth having given them 
the Conduct of their - Armies, and the 'Govern- 
ment of their Tayns, upon the ſame conqngg 
the famous Lady of Sparta gave the Bncklerto 
her Son, Amt in boe, aut cum hoc :intending there- 
by, that he ſhould either dye, or retura with 
what ſhe had given him. Ifthey  obrajg a Victo- 
ry, they muſt render an account ' to thoſe wh 
emulate their ſucceſs; and will be ſure; if not to 
procure, to encourage their accuſers. In time of In Pace 
Peace they always debaſe them, and the meaneſt 4#7:us e/? 
Nobleman will vot only think hinaſelf his equal;/**/#m- 
but beard him in the competition of -any new 
Command, which renders the Yoak of their ©- 
bedience very heavy to the Subjet. Bug jf 

a new War be begun, and the 'timidity ang in- 
capacity of the others be compared with the 
Experience, and Courage of theſe *, '.then it is * Poſceba- * 
that Envy gives place to Deſert, and their Rivals, 7, 
in time of Peace, do Homage to their Valour pu. bo 


during the War. compa» + 


rantibls , .* 


cunfty vigorem, conſlantiam, ©3 expertum Bellts anzmum, cum mers P 
Fes # 


tra, 59 formidine eorum, In Agricola. 


—_ 


When the Genoeſes were at Chiozz4,and thought 
of nothing bur Plundering of Yemce ; the Senar 

was obliged to diſcharge honqurably their oo 

P 4 ra 


216 "The Governttiient of Denice, 
ral Vitor Piſani who was then in Priſon for the 
lofs of Pola®, a Town in Iſtria, and to joyn him 
in the Sovercign Command of the Army with 
Andreas, Contarini, to the diſhonour of all his. 
lumniators. Antonio Grimani after he had Cor. 
quered the Towns of Aonopoli, Mola, Puligna, 
Trani, Branduſcinm, and Otranto in Poxell, wy 
degraded from his Procuratorſhip, and Baniſhe 
into 1ftria, for unhappily loſing the Battle «f 
AAodon to the Tarks. But after he had ben 
Banifhed ten years, he was called back again 
upon an exigence, reſtored to his Dignity , and 
at laſt Created Dake. 

In the year 1670, the difference betwixt them 
and the Port about Confines in Dalmatia, having 
cauſed the Yenetians to apprehend a new Rup- 
ture, the whole World immediately caſt their eyes 
upon Francis Morofins, though he was in diſgrace, 
and at that time actually under a Charge : and 
not without cauſe , for there was none but he 
capable of the Command which he had in Car 
dia, and had the War gone on, the Senat would 
have been conſtrained to have begged him to 
have taken upon him the Generalſhip again. 

The awe the Captains have of the Conncil of 
Ten, does not deter them from applying their 
utmoſt induſtry to raiſe their own fortunes though 
fo the prejudice of the Publick, not doubti 
but to find an Afjlwm, if they have wherewit 

* Pecunia, to purchaſe ir*z providing againſt the work, 
PR out of an opinion they ſhall certainly be quelti- 
— ores yoncd at their return, how moderately 1ſoever 
juxta va. they have behaved themſelves; and therefore 
tr. Hift.1. the fear of an inevitable ſuſpition , incourages 
them the more boldly to pillage, that they may 
revenge themſelves beforehand for ſuch 1njury 
as they are like to meet afterwards, And yet 
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The Government of Ventee. 217 
they uſe all imaginable Artifice to conceal the 
defefts of their Adminiſtration , being deſirous 
to appear as innocent as Gracchus who aſſured the 
People of Rome that he went rich to Sardena, but 


returned poor *, 


*Cum Ros 
ma fr0- 
fetus ſum, ow quas plenas argents exulti, eas ex Provincza in» 
anes reeuli. Aul. GclL 1. 1s. c. 12. 


A General of Candia would have perſwaded 
the Venetians to the ſame thing by borrowing 
4000 Dwcats of a Merchant to defray the Ex- 

nce of his entry into his Procxratorſhip, though 
he had brought back ſeveral Barrels of Silver 
which ſtood him in good ſtead. For there are 
but few ſuch perſons as the Procurator Nani , 
who imployed all the Money he had received 
as a Gratuity from the Sexar, in preſents to the 
Commiſſioners from the” Port, by which means the 
Conteſt about Limits was brought co a happy 
accommodation. Whereas many others would 
have . wp it to their own proper ule, as their 
Comerades do at Conſtantinople. ' 

The habit of theſe Generals is always Scarlet, 
with a Bonnet of the ſame Colour, like the Mer- 
tier of the Preſidents of Parliament. They never 
lay aſide their long Cloak , made in the faſhion 
of that which the antients called Calamys no nor 


even in Fight, 
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The Provedi tor-General 
Sea. 


0 Officer, called in their Dxcals Claſſs L- 


atxsas the other is called Claſſis Imperaty, 
15 perpetual, not as to perſon ( who never 
holds the Command above two years ) but as to 
the Office which is conſtantly ſupplied, contrary 
to the former which expires with the War. His 
Authority exrends to the whole Fleer, which he 
es as he pleaſes in the abſence of the 
Captain-General. He has Power to Caſhier , of 
uniſh, even with Death, ſuch Officers as art 
defeRive in their Duries, as well Noble Yenetian 
as others. He diſpoſts of their Commands. He 
pays the Souldiers and Seamen, diſpoſes of the 
Money belonging to the Fleer, and is accountable 
to the Sernat at hjs return. 
The Generalifſimo and the Proveditor having 
ſerved their time,. lay down their Di#atorſoip it 
Capo d'!ftria; and return to Yenice , and thei 
former condition of life, retaining nothing of al 
their Grandure, but the honour of what is pal 
and the hopes of what. is to come. 
They are obliged by a certain Law to del 
ver themſelves up into Cuſtody before they oY 
an account 'of their adminiſtration, eſpecially il 
they have been overcome; which is a great 
cauſe of Perſecution at Yenice , where nothing 
but ſucceſs is conſidered. General Francis Mr 


_ F4pes not coniplying with the faid Law, incenſe 
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Chr-Gateratent of Bratis. 


the Nobility ex ply againſt him, infomuch 
that after he had happily withſtood one Artack, he 
was oVer- ovary 1. pep. and forced —_ 


that diſhonourably, _ by neceſſity, yhat he 
have done before with repuration, wx 
enemies an example of Modeſty pi 
ence. 

The Captain-General and the Provnditer are em- 
ployed as Spies one upon another, which produ- ; 
cing a reciprocal diſtruſt, keeps both ro- an exaQt- 
neſs in their duty ; and though the Proveditor be 
inferior, the Power 1s divided in ſuch ſort, that the 
ſecond has Authority without Force, and the fixft 
Force without Authority. That is w ſay, one has 
Power to propoſe what is to. be done, and the 
other to do or not doit, as he pleaſes, not much 
unlike the practice in Kome, where the Senat pro- Autoritas 
poſed, and the People reſolved. The ordinary Re- 7 $01 


Poteſtas us 


ſidence of the Proveditor is at Corfes. '  Popule. 


The General or Governor of 


the Golf. 


HE State of Venice keeps conſtantly in the 
Golf a Squadron of fix Galleys, and fome 
few Foiſts to defend rhe Mout of it a ainft 
Pyrats, and at Men of War ; as alſo ro exact the 
duties upon all Goods that paſs that way. 
This General is the ancienteft Officer belong) 
to this /Srate , and in that reſpett has always the 
Van ppon any Engagement at Sea, with this pre- 


rogative, that when-ever ir happens there is no 
Genera- 


- 


The Government of Penice. 
Generaliſſimo; he ſupplies rhe place before any 
other Officer, till the Senar osders another, ſo thay 
neither the indiſpoſition nor death of the Geners. 
(;[ſimo brings any diſtraction or delay to their Nz. 
val Afﬀairs. - | The 

The Office is perpetual,' but the Officer conti- 
aues but three years, and is always a . Gentleman 


of principal Quality. 


— e—_ 


The General of the Galeaſ- 
{es: 


J* E Galeaſſes are a ſort of Caſtles and For- 
4 


reſſes jn the Sea, in which are commonly 

* 1Tooo Men, and 1000 peeces of Canon. The 
Captains are called Governors, always Noble Ye- 
netians, and Strangers always excluded. 

Theſe Governors own no body but their Gene- 
ral; but their General receives orders from the 
Generaliſſimo. And becaufe Vitory depends much 
upon the Conduct and Courage of this Perſon, his 
Office is always ſupplied by a man of more than 
ordinary Experience and Valour. 

There is alſo a General of the Galions, who ſuper- 
intends all the Stores and Ammunition of the 
Fleet. Theſe two Generals are created only in 
time of War, as is a third Stranger General called 
General d# Debarc, who Commands all Souldiers 
detach'd from the Fleet to make a deſcent upon 
Land : and after his Commiſſion is executed, he 
brings them back again on Board, where nothing 


remains to him but the Titles of General and Ex- 
cellence, ' Beſides 


The Government of Venice. 
Beſides theſe Gentrals, the Senat entertains two 
Captains, each of them with the Command of 
four Galleys,one Squadron free,and called di Bxone- 
Voglie ; the other of Slayes, and called Condems- 


hats. 

All the Galleys are Commanded by young Noble- 
men of Yenice, called Sopra Comiti, who have full 
Power over their Souldiers and Seamen, bur only 
of death, diſpoſing of all inferio# Places as they 
pleaſe : and this is. allowed them to recom 
their Leyies of Men, which they do com- 
monly at their own charge ; the Commonpealth 
providing nothing but the Hulk of the Galleys, 
and the Proviſions of War, and paying the 
Souldiers no longer than from their coming on 
Board. 

Theſe are the principal Sea-Officers the YVe- 
netians have in pay, and they are always cho- 
ſen out of the Body of their Noblemen : but 
becauſe the chief Care and Charge of theſe 
Generals is to defend their Dominion in the 
Aariatick-Sea, known by the name of the Gulf 
of Venice, the Venetian being Maſter there, it 
will not be amiſs if in. this place I ſpeak ſome- 
thing of that Sea, iT 
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Of. the Soveratgnty of the Ves 
netians por the Adrig- 
tick=dea, 


E State of Venice has been ſo long Ma- 

ſters of this Sea, it would be ridiculons to 

— queſtion their Title. They have had poſle(- 

£ S:emm fon of it from the very birth of * their Stare, 
"ares whoſe very Cradle was in the Lakes of this Sea, 
ſiompſie WRAſt Fiſhing was their nouriſhment, and the ffles 
exordia, about them their Demeſnes. Not that the 
& Urois whole Gulf belonged to them from their, infancy, 
| oy for they polleſled only a ſmall part of the Sea be- 
d:nuni, OWixt Ravenna and Aquileia; but as they encrea- 
Vcneti fed inage, and the Emperors quitted their pro- 
quog; fue- priety in the Gulf, the YVenetians began by little 
argner og and little ro extend their Dominion, and having 
6 gre droven out the Corſairs who infeſted jt much, and 
Urbs. iz;- diſturbed their Navigation, the poſſeſſion became 


eur domimi entirely theirs, and has belonged to them ever 
Maris, ſince 
Anon. ; 


Firſt, by the Law of Nations, which gives the 
propriety of Derelifs (that is to fay, Lands or 
Goods forſaken, and belonging to no body) to the 
firſt that can occupy them. 

Secondly, by the Right of War, which the State 
of Venice maintained 170 years together againlt 
the Narantins, who diſputed their Title, and at 
laſt ſubmirted in the year 996. Ag1inſt the Nor- 
mans, with whom they had ſeveral Battels in the 

Poxille ; 
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The Government of Denice. 
Poville; againſt the Genoeſes and Piſans, who. were 
their Competitors for more than 300 years; to 
which may be added the conſent of the Oreck Bw 

ors, who were fo far from complaining ar the 
Venetians pretence, that they were very w 
pleaſed to: ſee the Narantins (their ancient ene- 
mies, who infeſted that Sea, and had put it often 
under Contribution) ſo happily ſubdued by theif 
ancient friends. For by that means the Emperors 
continued in their obedience [ſtria, Dalmatia, Al- 
bania, Ponille, Abrazzo, with -part of Romania, 
which places being before expoſed to the pyra- 
cies and depredations of the Narantins, as lying 
upon the Aariatick-Sea , mutinied, and com- 
plained of the weakneſs or negligetce of their 
Emperors, remonſtrating that without better pro- 
teftion, they would find out other Maſters, who 
ſhould be more careful-of them.; and doubtleſs 
they had done it, had not the /enerzans undertaken 
the Guard of the Gulf, and chaſed away the Cor- 
ſairs, who threatned Italy, Hungary, and ſeveral 
other Provinces in Germany with univerſal ruine : 
ſo that the juſtice of their polteſhon has for ſeve- 
ral ages been allowed by all the Princes of Exrope, 


whoſe Embaſſadors are every year acco ying 


the States at the Ceremony upon Aſcenſion-day, : 


when the Doge marries the Sea, by throwing into 
it a Gold-Rirg with theſe words,  Deſponſamms te 
Mare, in i 
, neyer., contradicted by any of the Emballa- 
ors, | | 
Some Hiſtorians will have it that Pope Alexan- 
II gave them their firſt Juriſdiction, in recom 
ce of their ſervices done him during the per- 
cutions of Frederick Barbarouſſa, and in memo- 
ry of the Vitory obtained at Sea againſt Orho his 
SOn : but \it 4s '8 vulgar miſtake CE AEED the 
We Ins I i, res 
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num vers & perperm Domini. Which | 
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The Government of Venice: 
Ceremony of their marrying the Sea (firlt ing;. © 
tuted by the Pope) with the donation of theirDg. 
minion : the People taking a ſolemn dedaration of 
the YVenetian Right, and a formal: recognition of 
their Title /n re jam de fatto Poe, for an act of 
Conceſſion, by which the faid Pope put them into 

Nemo plus Poſſeſſion of the Gu/f. Which could nor be, for | 

ſurizin ali» the Pope neither having nor pretending t9 

um tranſ- Right in the Adriatick-Sea, could not transfer t 

jo no another a thing in which he had no intereſt him- 
5a babes ſelf. And this truth is much confirmed by the 
at. Ex. words of a Pope to Dxke Sebaſtian Ziami, Hun 
Cod. annulum accipe,&, me anutore, ipſum Mare obnoxiam 
Moriſo: tibi reddito, quod tw, tuiq; ſucceſſores quotannis fta- 
Sy LC SFO die ſervabitis, and he goes = in _ wo 
*77- tion, Ut omms poſteritas intellig at Maris poſſeſſiontm 
Py Ve. Villarce jure - ram fuſe. Tis not herein by 
ncr, Donation from the Pope,who himſelf allows them 
| a precedent Title, ( fare YV:itorie,) adding, Atg; 
uti wxorem viro, wa illud Imperio Reip. Venetz 
ſubjeftum, And therefore it follows the Pope can 

no more take away this Right from the Yenetian, 

than he can take away a Wife from her Husband, 

becauſe the States hold not from him, but from 

the ſucceſs of their Arms; as is afſerted more po- 

ſitively in another Author, reporting the words of 

Cyril. Mi- Alexander to be theſe, Ut omnes intelligant Maris 
ebaet. poſſeſſionem jure belli Veſtro deberi Imperio. And 
this their Embafſador Feronimo Donato intimated 

to Pope 7ulius II, who in raillery demanding where 

rhe Titles and Juſttfications of their Soveraignty 

in the Gif were, the Embaſſador as pleaſantly re- 

plied, If your Holineſs pleaſes to produce the Orig 

nal of Conſtantine's donation ro Pope Silveſter, yo# 

will find the Conceſſion of the Adriatick-Sea to the 
Venetians indorſed upon the back of it. For it apy 


pears manifeſtly by this Anſjver, that Srare of F#- 
| nice 


no Art to Mo OO 
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The Goverument of Venice. 

zice founded not their Dominion pon any preten- 
ded Donation from Alexander III: and that their 
Title was not Writ with ink, but with the blood of 
the Narantins, Normans, and Genoeſes, that th 

forced out of the Galf; as alſo with the blood of 
their own Citizens, Which was freely ſhed in de- 
fence of the common Cauſe of all raly againſt 
the Barbarians. 
, The Yenetians alledg moreover, that they poſſeſs 
the Adriatick-Sea «pon the ſame acconnt as they poſ- 
ſeſs Venice it ſelf; and that the poſſeſſion of- is ſaid 
City having never been diſputed by the Emperors, be- 
cauſe the Venetians bwilt it in an abandoned place ; ſo 
therr Dominion in the Gulf has never been conteſted, 
ar being forſaken by the Emperors of the Eaſt, the 
ancient Proprietors of it. And laſt of all, that if 
therr Arguments or Writings be too weak, they have 
Galleys, and Sea-men, and Cannon enough to prove 
themſelves lawful and true Lords of that Sea. And 
it was anſwered to a Span; Embaſlador, who 
hgnified to the Srates the deſign of the Infants 
Maria Siiter to the King his Maſter, and lately 
married to Ferdinand King of Hungary, to paſs 
with the Span;ſ-Fleet that was to attend her 
thorough the Grlf of Venice to Trieſt, That the 
Repnblick of Venice having indiſputably the Domi- 
non in thoſe Seas, could not admit any Men of War 
but her own. That nevertheleſs, if his Catholick 
Majeſty would accept the offer they made him of 
their Galleys, her moſt Serene Highneſs ſhould 
be #/a0e and condutted with ſuch Honour as 
Was due to her Extrattion, and to the Granaare 
of the Houſe of Auſtria : but if his Majeſty 


ſhould refuſe their offer, and chooſe rather to betake Nan; Hiſt, 


himſelf to force, they would defend themſelves ana 
their Turiſdiftion to the laſt, And the Senat cauſed 


It to be told to the Viceroy of Naples by their Re- 
| Q {1dent 
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The Government of Venice. _ ws 
ſident Mark Anthony Padavin, That if the Com 


of Spain declined the generoſity of their affer, and hy 
rook themſelves to Arms, the new Dnten mult by 
content to run the hazard of a Battel, and expoſe 
her ſelf to their Cannon before her Nuptials could be 
celebrated. 

The Dake of Ofſune had ſome years before ex- 
perimented their reſiſtance, by the loſs of ſeveral 
Ships ſent into the Levant under his Banner to in- 


Nan.1.3.4. tercept the Yenetian Traffick ; in which he wa 


aſſiſted by the City of Ragaſa, that received his 

ſaid Ships into their Ports of Calamorte , and Sante 

Croix, / 

The Popes every nine years ſend new Bulls to 
the Senat, by which they continue to them the 
Tenths of the Clergy for the detence of the Gul, 
which imports the Popes very much in reſpect of 

\ the Afarche d' Ancona, where the Corſairs made fre- 
quent devaſtations, and never landed but with 
rich plunder, they carried away conſiderable nutte 


Nav. L.1T. bers of the Inhabitants into ſlavery. 
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THIRD PART. 


The Holy Office of the Inquiſt- 
tion of Venice. 


Uch is the coherence and connexion betwixt 
g the nquifition, and Government of Venice , 

that one is not -well comprehended with- 
out the other : wherefore to render my work 
more compleat, I have made an abridgement of 
the Treatiſe of Fra. Paolo about the Inquiſition , 
n which we may ſee the Meaſures the Senat 
rook with the Court of Rome, and the Eccleſi- 
alticks, But becauſe my deſign is to give you 
an extract, not a tranſlation of thoſe paſllages, it 
cannot be thought ſtrange that I have nor fol- 
lowed the order of the Original,nor pinned my ſelf 
up. to the words of the Author, his ſentiments be- 
ing ſufficient. And to give more light to the mat- 
ir, in two or three places I have added fome- 
thing of his Hiſtory of the Comncil of Trent, and 
of the Excommunication of the Yenet:ans ; a me- 
thod which I ſuppoſe will not be diſpleaſing to 
the Reader. ; 
When the 7nquiſition was firſt introduced in 


Venice, it was not by Command of the Pope, nor 
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The Government of Denice. 

by any Payal Ball; ſeeing the Bulls of Ince 
TV, Alexander IV, Clement IV, and of ſeven other 
Popes, could not oblige the Yenerians to receive 
It, as the relt of the Principal Towns in I 
did : But it was bronght in by Decree of the 
Grand Conncil, to which Nicholas IV conſehted; 
framing to that end his Bail of the 28 of Au 
1289,in which he inſerted the Decree of the Com- 
cil,with all its Clauſes ; one of which ran thus,Thu 
the Senat ſhould aſſign a Fond for the neceſſary ex- 
pences of that Sacred Office, and ſhould likewiſe tt- 
cerve all the Money iſſuing from Amerciaments, 
otherwiſe,to which cnd the [aid Senat ſhould nam: an 
Officer to be acconntable to them. Which is a thi 
quite ditterent from the Cuſtom of other Inquiþ- 
tions, Where the Money goes to the [nqusſitors. 

The 1nqzniſir:on at Venice is mixed , partly of 
Ecclefiaſticks , partly of Secalars. The Ecclefa- 
ſticks are Judges , the Seculars are Aſſiſtant, 
whereas formerly the Secalars were fxajts 
Caſes of Hereſy, upon imformation from the Er- 
clefiafticks, whoſe Office was only to examine 
the Opinions of thoſe who were accuſed of Hr 
reſy ; after which if the Eccle(aftichs found them 
guilty , the D«ke and the Comncil condemned 
them to be Burned. And this Secular nqmij- 
r:0u continued from the year 1249, ( at whic 
rime it was eftabliſhed upon occaſion of rhe Wan 
berwixt Pope Ihnocent -IV , and Frederick tit 
Emperour ) till the year 1289, when the Et 
ftaſtical Inquiſition was admitted by the Sens. 
So that there having been in Venice Secular I 
quiſitors againſt Hereſy , before the erection of 
this Sacred Office, occaſion was given to cake 
Ecclefraſticks among the Seculars ; it being ore 
ſonable that the new 7nqziſitors admitted only by 
favour, ſhould exclude the antient, who in r 
wee cr Flaſters, i 210%) = 
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The Government of Penice: 
There are therefore three Senators always aſ- 
ſiting in the Prince's name to all Tranfattions 
and Decrees of that Court, in which nothing paſ- 


ſes whereof the Prince is not thorowly adver=———-_. 


tiſed. The Eccl:faſtich cannot bear Witnels, nor 
Cite, nor Examine a Delinquent, but with the 
participation and afhitance of theſe three Sena- 
tors: For which reaſon the Secretary begins all 
Atts with this form, Cam aſſiſteutia & preſentia 
Illeftriſſ. © Excellentifſ. D. D. NN. accarding to 
the agreement of Pope Zulirs LIL, with the Re- 
publick, of Venice. And it the /nquiftors preſume 


40 do the lealt thing without the knowledg of 


the Aſſiſtants, tis aCtually void: ſo that if in 
their abſence, proceſs be framed, it ſuffices not . 
that the Articles, or particularities , were commu- 
nicated to them before Judgment, nor that they = 
were preſent when Sentence was pronounced, for 
the Sexat will nor truſt to the integrity of the 
enpetichs : but new Proceſs muſt be made from 
the beginning to the ending, otherwiſe they can- 
not -proceed--to-execution : by which means the 
Senat prevents diſputes with the Court of Rope, 
which turnes every thing into Prefident though 
ut once done, | 
And if the [nqziſrors ſhould defire of the 4f- 


ſſtants permiſſion ro make any Proceſs without 


them, ir is expreſly forbidden them to grant it, 
becauſe condeſcenſion belongs to the Prince, not 
to the perſons who repreſent him. Beſides, this 
permiſſion is not equivalent to the preſence ot 
the Magiſtrate, who knows not afterwards whe- 
ther the [nqu:ſirors have done well or ill: a 
thing of no little importance to the ſervice of the 
Publick. 

There are alſo 4/i/tants in all places under the 


Dominion of the Yenetians, where there are 1 


Q. 3 quiſitors 


The Government of Venice. 
gnifitors ; it being convenient, if not ne 
that all inferiour Cities ſhould be ſubje@t tothe 
Laws and Cuſtoms of the Aerropolis, with ſafer 
to their Immunities and particular Priviledges; 
and therefore the Rettors afliſt in the Sacred Of. 
hce, and perform all the Functions of the Aſif. 
ants In Venice. But becauſe the other Duties of 
their imployments , may ſometimes hinder the 

Vicario Kettors from' being preſent, the Yicar of the Þ+ 
Preecorio. deſtat, or ſome other Curial Officer, is permit 
[d ted to go in their ſtead. And here it may be 0þ 
ſerved that the Cxrial Aſſiſtant is not to ſerie 
as a Comncellor to the Inquiſitor, though he be 
ſo to the Podeſtat, the Office of a Comncely 
and an: Aſſiſtant being incompatible ; becauſe the 
Conncellor is an Officer of the nqu:iſition , and by 
conſequence depends upon it, but the Aſſiſtants de- 
pendance is only upon the Prince whom he re- 
preſents: ſo that if the Curial ſhould become 
a Comncellor, the Aſſiſtance, which is a thing of 
Superiority, would degenerate into Comnſel, and 
render” the Perſon ſubject ro the Inquifiror ; which 
would be a great prejudice to the Secular 4 
fiſtances that the Court of Rome would willingy 

aboliſh. 

This Aſſiſtance was an infinite trouble to Fo 
Paul V, who had an inconceivable defire to 
creaſe the power of the Eccleſfiaſticks. For tit 
Inquiſition being the principal Nerve, and chil 
Prerogative of the Papacy, as was pretended by 
Paul IV ; it was very unpleaſant to Paul V (wi 
boaſted, That God had made him Pope to martih 
the preſumption of the Seculars ) to fee the V+ 
netians humble the Pride of the Eccleſiaſtichy, 
and hold the [nquiſiter in dependance upon the 
Aſſiſtants. Pope Fulius III thought he had gained 
a great point, when in his agreement with 


The Gobernment of Denice. 
Republick, he hedged in this Clauſe, Cum afſiten- 
tia & preſentia, imagining it would evidently 
appear that the three Deputies from the Senar 
were not Judges in matrers relating t&the 1n- 
quifition, but only Aſſiſtants. Nevertheleſs the 
Court have ſince owned how much that Aſſiſtance 
3s prejudicial to their Authority : and that which 
betore they interpreted a Victory upon the Ye- 
netians, they have ſince found to be a confide- 
rable loſs. Wherefore they have applied the ut- 
moſt of their endeavours to abolith that Cuſtom, 
as injurious to their Authority ; but the Senar 
has ſo well defended it, that the Popes have gi- 
ven over all further thoughts of conteſting, The 
care the Aſſiſtants took to ſuiter no Act to pals 
withour the form Cum afſiſientia , &c. which 
pleaſed the Romans ſo well, has proved an ad- 
vantage to the Yenetians, Who have 1ince made 
uſe of that Clauſe, to ſhew the Cuitom of their 
Aſſiſtance. The Popes would willingly deny it, 
notwithſtanding their Agreement in 1551, Ppre- 
tending that they were ignorant of the nature 
_ of an Agreement, which implying the conſent of 
both parties concerned, could not be revoked or 
cancelled by one : It being little leſs than a con- 
rradiction to affirm, that a thing concluded be- 
twixt two Princes under reciprocal Obligations, 
ſhonld notwithſtanding remain at the diſpoſition 
of one of them, | 

Fic Aſſiſtants take no Oath of Fidelity -to 
the /nqwiſuors, ſeeing they are neither Officers | 
of the Inquiſition, nor called thither by the £e- | 
clefraſticks. On the contrary they are tent thither * 
by the Doge to obſerve rhe proceedings of the 
[Inquiſitors, and inform the Senat of what palles, 
in perſuance of an Oath they take to conceal 
nothing from him, nor to do any thing without 
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The Government of Venice. ; 
his Order, And by this it is the 7nquifrion' 
Venice ſeems to be mixed, both of Elafin 
| and Secwlars, For where It 1s purely Eccleſiaſtical al 
; the Seculars ſwear Secrecy and” Fideliry to the 
| Tnquifitors, But here the Aſſiſtants have power 
| to ſuſpend the Decrees of the [nquiſitors , and 
; to ſtop the Execution of their Sentences, no 
-only when they are contrary to. the Laws and 
Cuſtoms of their Countrey, but when they in- 
rerfere with their private Inſtruftions from the 
Senat, or the particular Rules 'of their Govery 
ment. : 

And if anciently the D#kes of Yenice ſwore 
at their Ele&ion ro puniſh Hereticks, it was'to 
God and the Commonwealth '( as the Kings of Spain 
do at this day ) not to the Inquiſitors. But et 
is great difference berwixt ſwearing indefinitely, 
and ſwearing to another peyſon : the firſt Oath 
being an Act that binds him only to himſelf and 
his own Conſcience, whereas the other ownesa 
Subjection and Obligation to him to whom Ie 
ſwears. And to prove that the Doges never took 
any- ſuch Oath, we need no more than the De- 
claration of Dxke Peter Gradenique given in Wri- 
-ting to Frier Anthony an Inquiſitor, who would 
have had the ſaid Duke ſworn to have preſer- 
ved the Papal and Imperial Confſtiturions againit 
Hereticks : To which the Dyke replied, thatat 
ter the Oath he had taken ar his Election,gby 
the Contract betwixt the Srare of Venice Gund 
_y_ Nicholas IV, he the ſaid Dake was not i 
take another, or oblige himſelf ro other Eccle- 
haſtical or Imperial Orders than what were ſpe- 
cited in the ſaid Contrat. In the mean time 
the 7nqzifirors deſpairing to bring the Afſifiams 
to any ſuch Oath, rhey endeavoured to oblige 


them ro Secrecy in ſome things relating to pe? 
ares 


The Goveriment of Denis. 

es ahd Excommunicat ions:but the Aſſiſbnrits Were 
inflexible, being farisfied they were ander no Ob- 
ligation ro the 1nquifitors , 'becauſe they were 
none of their Miniſtersz and that'the \Dige ought 
to be” acquainted with all paſſages 'among them, 
for the convenience 'of his Government ; it be- 
ing more his Intereſt to maintain Reljgron,than 
it is the intereſt of the 'Eceleſiaſticks, who reſpect 
only the ſervice 'of God, whereas the Prince 
does it both 'for Gods ſake, and the-Subjeds, 
whoſe repoſe 1s alwayes interrupted -by Hereſy. 
In ſhort, if the Sexar 'meddles in matters of Re- 


ligion, it only imirates Conſtas!: :ne, 

Theodoſins , Charlemain and others , render yang - 
who did the ſame, and were t-/tar rem tibi "non ſolum ad 
from being thought Ufurpers, that Mrmdi [Regimen , * ſed 


they were applauded, and had thanks maxime ad Eccleſie 
collatum, 


both from 'rhe Popes and the Bi- 2 </4rum effe | 
ſhops ; the Popes ink many times Leol el a wird 0// 
exhorted them to undertake that 
Care:And ifat this day Ecclefraſticks,are tole Judges 
In Caſes of Hereſy, 'tis by the' Concethon 'of -Prin- 
ces, who are not thereby 1tript or deveſted of 
their Right, which is inalienable ; nor of their 
Power, for which they are equally reſponſible 
to 'God, whether they execute it themſelves or 
by Deputy. And by conſequence 'fis their ' Du- 
ty to have an eye over the Conduct of thoſe , 
to, whom they commit ſo great a ſhare of their 
Power, and to'remove them if they abuſe it. 
The 71ngaifitors pretend that at leaſt rhe Secw- 
lars have no right to Afiſt ar the Proceſs of an 
Ecclefiaſtick ; ſuppoſing erroneouſly that the Secw- 
lar Afﬀiſtance was introduced only for what Te- 
garded the Laity. The Yenerians reply , that 
their 4ſiſtance is not appropriate to the Per- 
ſon, but to the Crime ; and that therefore *% 
refy 


The Government of Denice, 
reſy being a Secular, as well as an Ecclefiaſtica!ty, 
fence ( it being on the one fide an Invaſion of the 
Faith, and on the other an Invaſion of the Peace of 
the Publick)it follows that all Hererical Cauſes ye 
to be Judged by the Ecclefiaſtichs, with intervens, 
on of Seculars, which is contrary to the pradtice 
In other Countries, where if the Cauſe be Sprrituul 
the Secxlar perſon is Judged by the Eceltſi- 
ſtick; if Temperal, the Eccleſfaaſtich is judged by 
the Secular. Beſides, by a pretenſion of the 
Inquifitors the Cauſe of a Prieſt or Monk turned 
Heretick, (though his accomplices are Secwlg) 
ought to be judged only by Eccleſsaſtichs as be- 
ing Ecclefiaſtick,, which is to open a door for 
the 7nguifitors to drive out the Aſſiſtants, 
In the year 1610, the /nquiſitor of Breſcia u- 
on occaſion of a Capachin of that City's being 
accuſed at Rome, made an Eſlay to take from 
the Aſſiſtants the Cognizance of ſuch Proceſſes 
as were begun at Rome: By which the Secular 
Aſſiſtance would have been aboliſhed ; for the 
Inquifitors of the State of Yenice would have 
found means to have ingaged the Accuſers either 
by promiſes, or pretences of Religion, to ſend 
their Depoſitions in Writing to Rome : upon 
which that Court having examined the Informs- 
tion, would have returned their Proceſs to tlic 
places where. the /nqzifirors would have been 
Maſters. But the Wiſdom of the Serar defeated 
that artifice; and order was ſent to the Retors 
of all their Towns to have a ftrift eye upon 
the Condutt of the Tnguiſttors, and to fee oy 
exactly obſerved all the Statutes and Formes 
of the Yenetian Inquiſition, without receding one 
Jot for any thing the Afonks could alledge. 
' For the ſame reafon the Senar ordered their Aſ- 
ſfiſtants to take care the 1nquiſitors did not w 
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in their Proceſſes any Forreign Statute, that the 
Court of Rome ( which makes advantage of every 
thing indulged to them ) might | not innovate 
in the Venetian Inquiſition, which ought to be 
regulared by her own, and not by the Cuſtoms 
of the 1nquiſition of Rome, upon which it had no 
dependance being not of Papal Inſtitution. In 
eftect, if the Congregation of Inquiſitors General 
at Rowe ſhould take the Priviledg to derive Or- 
ders to the particular 1nquifitors of Towns under 
the Juriſdiction of the YVenetzan, as they do to 
ſeveral places in 7raly, it would be the ſame 
thing, as if the whole Proceſs was perfected at 


Rome, becauſe the other 7::4#nals could act no- | 


thing but according to their Inſtructions from 
thence. Moreover, if the 4s made by the 
Inquiſitors without Aſſiſtarts be Null in Yenice, 
a fortiore, the Ats made out of their Terri- 
tories, and by conſequence without any partic 
pation of the Aſſiſtants, are vain and invalid. 
Not but if the Congregation at Rome ſend any 
Directions or Rule that is convenient to be ob- 
ſerved, and does not claſh with the Temporal 
Juriſdiction , the [zqxifirors. ought to receive it 
with reſpect, and put it in execution ; provided 
it be done according to the'Stile and Cuſtons of 
their Countrey , the form of the new Decree 
running in the name of the 7nquifirion of the 
Place, and paſſing in preſence of the publick 4ſ- 
fitants, withort mentioning that'the Decree came 
from Rome, leſt the /enct:an Inquiſition ſhould 
ſeem ſubject to the 7nquifition of Rome, upon 
which it has no dependance: for it imports 
not much though the Direction comes from 
Rome, if in the publication no Authority be ac- 
knowledged but the Authority of the Senar ; for 


tis that Authority which animates the Pn 
C- 
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becauſe if the Dake.admits it not (as it happeng 
many times in Yence ) the Decree is void and 
and of none effect. Again when the Jnguiſeg, 
execute any Command from Rome, they examine 
not whence it comes, but whether it be ub. 
ful to the Publick, and conformable to the Cy 
ftom of their Countrey, not enquiring whether 
irwas done by their own motion, or inſtjgation 


from other People,ſo no other-name be ;mentioned 


1n it, than the name of the 1nqs;ſetion of Venice, 
The Aſſiſtants are likewiſe to hinder the 14 
quifitors \from publiſhing any Bull old or new, 
without -permifſion from the Dake ; atid this js 
founded \upon the following Reaſons. | 
I. Firſt, Becauſe a compact cannot naturally he, 
but by conſent of the parties contraCting, and 
therefore |is not to be changed but by comman 


accord. Thus the 1nquiſition being eſtabliſhed in 


Venice by Agreement, no-new Law ought ro he 
admitted, but by conſent of both parties con- 
cerned ; and therefore the -Bulls and Decrees of 
the Court of Keme made fince this Agreement, haye 
no. obligation upon the Commonwealth of Venice, 
2. Again, If the Court of Rome makes Orders 
and Laws according to their own ſentiments 
and deſigns , it is not equitable that the Repwb- 
lick of Venice receive his new Decrerals with- 
out examining . firſt, whether or no they be con- 
fiſtent with their affairs. ;Every- Prince knows the 


Intereſt of his own Srate,' the Popes do not con- 


cern themſelves for the. intereſt of Secxlar;Prit- 
ces, 'tis therefore the Princes duty to watch that 


. nothing -new, or dangerous to their [affairs bc 
:foiſted upon them by the Papa! Order ; -forthat 


which 'the Popes propoſe of running to them ul 
caſe of diforder* is a remedy worſe than the 


diſcale, ſeeing by that means they would make 


then! 
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themſelves Arbiters in all Civil Controverſy what- 
ever. Wherefore the Stare of Fenice hag been 
always very ſhie and cautious in that caſe; no 
Prince in Exrope having pried more narrowly , 
ſeen farther into the defigns of Rome, nor op- 
poſed rhem with more vigor and fucceſs: and 
her cantion is continued to this day, the Pub- 
lication of no Bull being permitted bur after 
long and mature deliberation. And if it fo me 
pens, his Holineſs ſends a Common. Bal to fe- 
veral Princes, the FVenetians are always the laſt 
who receive it ; not that they may Regulate by 
the example of the reſt, but ro have time ro ſift 
and diſcover the fubrilties of that Court, which 
are always mtroduced with pretences of Religi- 
on. In fine, as the Popes apply themfclves n- 
duſtriouſly to the augmentation of the Eccleſe- 
aſtical Power, and the ſubjeion of the Secular ; 
the Senat on their fide are as folicitous againſt 
Ir, uſing alf poſſible care at the reception of any 
Ball, that nothing may ſurprize them : and to this , 
end they cannot be preſented to the Colledy, till | 
they have been canvaſed and ſubſcribed by 
two Dottors, entertained on purpoſe by the Srare 
to give the Doge notice if they contain any 
thing of Myſtery or Innovation. And this diffi- 
culty in the Sexar at the receprion of their Bulle, 
makes the Coxrt of Rome as cautious how they 
offend them. | 

Thus much for the Afifance ; let us now exa- 
mine how far the Juriſdiftion of the [nquſitors 
in the State of Venice extends. 

Firſt, The 7ews living in the Territory of this 
State, are not puniſhable by the 1nquiſition for atiy 


Crime they commit ;/and this Rule is founded u-, , ., 


pon St.Paxt's Doftrine *, that Eccleſiaſtical Autho- 3; 4 
| iis qus fors ſunt judjcare ? 1 Cor. If. 


rity 
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rity extends not tq thoſe who are not, nor ne: 
| ver were of the ſame Church : and by a deci- 

; fion of Pope Innocent III, it has been Decla 
that the fews not being ſubject to the ſame Law, 
ſhould not be Judged by the Law : and there- 
fore in Poland they are judged by Palatins, and 
not by Ece/:paſticks. Moreover, it 1s well known 
that Szxtas V, and Clement VIII, granted Safe- 
conduct to the Maranes, to remain, and traf- 
fick in the Town of Ancona , without being mo- 
ſeſted or diſturbed by the /ngueſitors , contra- 
dicting the Bull of Gregory XIII, of the year 1581, 
which ſubjected fews, and all other Unfidels to 
that Sacred Office. Belides the /nqusſition being 
; erected only againſt Herericks, 7#da:fme being no 
: Hereſy, falls not under their Juriſdiction, 

If a few ſpeaks irreverently of our Religion, 
if he blaſphemes our Myſteries , prophanes our 
Sacred things, debauches any body to his Religian, 
the Eccleſia5ticks, and other perſons concerned, 
bring their complaints to the Officer on pur- 
poſe for Blaſphemy, who fails not to puniſh him 
ſeverely- according to ancient Cuſtom in the 
Church , by which the Ecclefiafticks concerned 
themſelves no farther than to judg whether the 
Opinion - complained of as Hereſy was contrary 
to our Faith ; which having determined , they 
committed them to the Secxlar to be Judged, 
And this was the Practice of the Church under 
the Roman Empire, till the Diviſion in the year 
600; and in the Eaſtern Empire to the laſt. 

2. The Inguifition Judges not the Greeks, for 
theſe following Reaſons. 

F;rit, Becauſe 'tis unreaſonable the Miniſters 
of &£2»92 ſhould Judge the Greeks in their OM 
proper Cauſe, the Greeks inſiſting upon the ob- 


{frvation of rhe Canons which ſubmit every Ne- 
£100 
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tion to its own proper Prelats ; and the Rimans 
pretending tg/be above the Canons, do challenge 
a right of changing and vacating the ancient 
Conſtitutions and Laws of the Comncils and F a- 
thers, This Doctrine has cauſed the ſeparation 
of thoſe two Churches, which lived in unity and 
Chriſtian Charity the ſpace of 800 years before; 
the Greeks acknowledging the Pope to: be St. Pe- 
ters Succeſſor, and firit of all the Catholick Bi- 
ſhops, whileſt he - contented - himſelf with the 
Power the Canons allowed him, and kept him- 
ſelf within the bounds of his Primacy, without 
pretending to Sovereignty over the reſt of the 
Biſhops. 

Secondly, Becauſe the Doge permitting the /n- 
quiſition to meddle with the Greeks, would le(- 
ſen his own Authority over them, and leave it 
to ſuch as could not exerciſe it without great 
trouble and confuſion, The Power of puniſhing 
Offences in matters of Religion, has been always 
inveſted in the / Civil Magiſtrate quite through 
the Grecian Church, as the Greeks of this age 
do readily confeſs, as deſiring that Cuſtom might 
be continued : and thus Juſtice is adminiſtred to 
the Greeks by the Civil Power with general {a- 
tifaction z whereas if the 7nquiſ#tors interpoled 
in their affairs, the whole Nation would oppoſe 
themſelves .againſt their "Judgments, and mutiny 
againſt their Soveraignty. 

Thirdly, Becauſe the State of Yenice receiving 
the Greek, under the Yenerian Protection, permit- 
ted them to live ſecondo_4l Rito loro: But their 
Cuſtoms and Statutes would ſubject rhem to 
Princes for puniſhment of all Temporal Crimes, 
and to Prelates of the Church for Spititual OE 
fences. From whence it follows, that it belongs 


what 
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what the Greeks do, or believe privately, bur 
only to inform the Civit Magiſtratg, of ſuch x 
are fcandaltous, either im their actions or words. 
Befjdes, the Republick. of Yenice does no Preju- 
dice to the Church, by permitting the Greeks tg 
live according to the general Cuſtom of their 
Countrey, becaufe that permiſſion was the prin- 
cipal Condition of their Obedience to that Sree: 
and for the Senat to fabject them to the I 
qurſition , would be no leſs than of good and 
faithful Subjects, to make them Rebels, and im- 
placable Enemies ; from whence no advantage 
could accrue to the [uquiſition. 

For theſe Reaſons the Commonwealth of Venice 
(that Governs its Subjects by peaceable Principles 
more than any other Prince in Exrope ) have been 
unwilling to conſent that the Greeks ſhould be 
liable to the Judgment of the /nqz:i/#ors, let the 
nature of their Charge be what it would. 

Thirdly, The Jnquifition of Venice hath no Cog- 
nizance of ſuch as have two Wives, though they 
nope to it, alledging that Crime to be an+ 

uſe of the Sacrament of Marriage. To which | 
, it is anſwered, that the firſt Marriage (whichs 
|. good ) rendering the ſecond void, there is no 
buſe of the Sacrament, and by conſequence itbe- 
longs not to the [nquiſttors to: rectify, but to the 
Civil Magiſtrate, who is obliged to puniſh the 
injury the Husband does to his' Wife ; 
'tis an offence againſt Civil ſociety as much 
Adultery, which every body knows is not  fub- 
ject to the [nquifition. Bigamy is Judged by the 
Loras Criminal of the Night , as alſo the pews who 
live in Adultery with the Wives of Chriſtians. 

Fourthly, The Inquiſition meddles not with 
phemy, becauſe it belongs to the Secular 
giſtrate according to the Civil and Canon ge” 


” 
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and Cuſtom of all Chriſtendom. Bur if the Blaſ- 
phemer glves any ſuſpition of Hereſy againſt the 
Informer, the 7zquiſition Judges of the ſuſpition, 
and with him the Magiſtrate for Blaſphemy, 6 
by that means the accuſed: perſon is never un- 
puniſhed, there being two 'ſentences againſt an 
Offender, one of the Sacred Office, for Spiritual 
chaſtiſement, the other of the Civil Magiſtrate, 
for Corporal correction, 

As to' what the [ngueſitors ſay , that 'tis too 
eat ſeverity for a man to have two Seutences, 
alledging an old Aphoriſme, That one fudg 1s ſuf- 
ficient for one Offence ; the Yenetians reply, It is 
no inconvenience to have two Judges in the ſame 
Cauſe, when the puniſhments inflifted are of fe- 
veral kinds, and the ends of thoſe Judgments 
are different. So in the caſe of Blaſphemy (which 
favours of Hereſy) the natural end of the 7»- 
quiſitor is to convince the Blaſphemer of the 
truth, and to abſolve him from the Cenfures in- 
curred by his Blaſphemy ; whereas the end of 
the Civil Magiſtrate is to puniſh the injury to 
the Divine Majeſty, whoſe Service and Ho- 
noor all Princes and Magiſtrates are obliged to 
regard, becauſe it is he who has put the Sword 


of Juſtice into their hands, to be the Minilters 5, ..,- 

of his Indignation and Vengeance. Gladum 
portat ; 
Det enim 


24r 


Non 2»n:m 


Miniſter eſt Vindex in iram ei qui malum agit. Ep. ad Rom. c. 13. 


From whence it muſt be ccncluded that Prin- 
ces, being charged with the care of Religion , 
Which God has recommended to them ſo oft 
both in the Old and New Teſtament, are bound 
In Conſcience to imploy their Authority againſt 


Blaſpheme.s, for whoſe puniſhment the 16244 
R as 
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basno Pains ſuitable to.the greatneſs of their Os. 
fence, becauſe the pains they. inflict are Spixitug), 
and not being ſo ſenſible, the. Blaſphemers, a 
Swearers do frequently relapſe into the ſameln- 
pieties ; ſo that tis, abſolutely necellary for the 
ſervice of God, and the good, of: the Commuy- 
wealth , that the Secular Maſtiſtrate has: Jurifdigi- 
on in- the Caſes, to retain people in their Dy- 
ties by'fear of Corporal punithinent, 

For the ſame Reaſons, Sorcerexs, and ſuch kind 
of Delinquents are, not judged-az Fence by; the 
Inquiſition, which notwithſtanding; has Cognizance 
of Hereſy, when indicated; by- abuſe. of the Sacra 
ments. 

Fifthly, The Senat ſutters. not the Inguiſitia 
to take notice of: Uſurers, Victuallers, Innekeepers, 
nor Butchers who ſell fleſh. in Lent ; The Mag» 
ſtrate being qualifted for the puniſhment of ſach 
offenders when accuſed by the Eccleſiaſticks, be- 
cauſe. in appearance. the exorbirance of thaſe kind 
of people proceed only from Covetouſneſs: for 
to. Imagine a Butcher that ſells Fleſh in Lent does 
it, becauſe he thinks Abſtinence at that time u- 
neceſſary, is a. fancy that may make all ſorts.of 
whinſies. Herely. 

Sixthly, It is- not allowed- the; [nquiſetors, to 
make Information, againſt either the People: or 
Magiſtrates for any thing relating to the adm 
niſtration of Juſtice. The reaſon is this, Becauſe 
Herelſy- being a perſonal fault, the people car 
not be accuſed of Hereſy, though every one were 
Hereticks : and by conſequence the. /nqwiſitia 
ought not to proceed bur againſt-particulars, Me 
Commnoalty being: under_the-Protection and At» 
thority of the Prince. So the Magiſtrate cot 
Iidered as a private perſon, may. render I «5 
ſuſpected of Herely by. his words.or his —_— 


a5 TY a5  IY cv +” tt&X” 


ka. 


"SP ny SP 


The Government of Denice. - _ 
but conſidered in his Office; he cannot either 
for the one or the other be ſubject to the.cen- 
ſure of Inqusſctors, becauſe as ſuch, he is inveſted 
with Publick Authority, and can be reſponſible 
only to his Prince. 

If the Magiſtrate gives impediment to "the 


proceedings of the /ngqniſution, either by hinder- | 


ing the appearance of a perſon: accuſed, or ſum- 


moned in as a Witneſs, the Inquiſition is not to | 
proceed but only by remonſtrating to the Mayi- | 


ſtrate or Prince, by means of the; Afe/tants. 
And foraſmuch as the 1nquiſrtors: have often 
endeavoured to infert new orders in the Edi& of 
Juſtice, which by Cuſtom they publiſh at the 
entrance into: their Office ,, ſome of them have 
reiterared the ſaid publication. five. or ſix times, 
to foiſt in ſuch Commands and Inhibitions as are 
ſuitable ro ſuch occaſions: as they think ought to 
be favourable ro them. To prevend this inconveni- 
ence,the State has wiſely limited the form and or- 
dinary tenor of the ſaid Proclamation to ſix Heads, 
to which nothing can be added by the nquiſe- 
tor. G6 > 
The Firſt is againſt ſuch as are Hereticks them- 
ſelves, or knowing others to be ſo, do not diſco- 
ver them. | | | LISTS | 
The Second againſt thoſe who hold meetings 
 eoredes to' the: prejudice of the. true Re- 
g10n. Mis of 
The Third, againſt thoſe who Celebrate Maſs; 
or Confels Sinners; without being Prieſts. © =. . 
The Fourth, againſt Blaſphemers,, whoſe Faith 
6 ſuſpected, 46734 
The Fifth,  againft thoſe who obſtruct the Of- 
tice” of the H:qn;/etiop z/ who offend its Minitters , 
and threaten to'abuſe the Informers' or Witneſſes 


canſa del Officio, that is to fay, by reaſon of 
1/1 7 meas th R 2 4 their 
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their Office, 'or our of animoſity to the perſong 
concerned. '- For. if+ it, be, opon, other occaſion , 
he who did -rhe' injury to, the Officer of the 
Trqaifition *ought''ro be Judged by the ordinary 
Magiſtrate :*otherwiſe it would be a great abuſe, 
by which the, Eccleſraſticks would quickly eſta 
blih right"6f puniſhing: all forts of Offences , 
8 brit #1'Cauſes before- them, and therefore 
The Senar has wiſely added this reſtriction, Per 
opere ſpeftanti” ad effo Officto. ' © 
Te Sixeh <agamft ho who ' haye, Print, or 
cauſe' to \Þ&> Ptihted Heretich# Books tending to 
the" ſubverſion bf Religion.” © Ih theſe caſes the 
Difftant; have power to "(op the (proceedings 
ofthe es ab 6; Þ. ow | 
"There was /a-good: Law *made' by the Conneil 
P Te in theFear'r568, by! which the Confiſes- 
red Eftare *'0f a 'perſon. condemned * for Herely 
went to the* right Heirs, vpon 'cbndition No part 
of it 'was applied © toithe ufe of the Condemned 
perſon $80'that the Eccleſtaſticks were wiped 
of the adyantages they formerly made of thoſe 
rhey. condemned,” the * Seigniory of Venice holding 
it cruelty. to deprive the, Son ( who perhaps 1s 
a: good Chriſtian) of 'his Eſtate, for the Herely 
of- his' Farher.-- Avainſt' +hiis Law the Court of 
_ continually mumurs , but with little ſuc- 
pay - - GY, p0ET RM 
* "As -to' the Books forbidden? by the Court of 
Rome, the Commonwealth of Venice will not a- 
low the /»9n;frors to-publiſh' in their Dominions 
any other - Catalogue bf prohibited Books,” that 
that which” they" received ''by agreerment © With 
Clement VIII, 1596. And as this Catalogue Wb 
been Printed ſeveral times'ſince, and the 7n9wr 
fitors have 'aſed all imaginable Artifice to f0il 
in new prot bited Books, arid by that means dlod 
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the agreement, ſo the Senar haz, doubled, their: vi-. 
gilance, and put them{clves in a condition not . to, 
be impoſed upon by, the Ecclefiaſticks : and; when, 
the publication of, any new prohibited Book-rhat. 
treats not of Faith, is in queſtion, before the Senate. 
conſents, the Tenor and Doctrine of the Book 1s 
thoroughly by their Order examined, and, the Rea-, 
ſons ſoberly conſidered that moveg.rhe Court ; of, 
Rome to condemn it ; after which, if the Book be 
prohibited, the prohibirion runs in the Doges name, 
and not in the name of the Ann: p Tel 
Bur becauſe the kgs ve cauſed the 
Catalogue of 1595, to be Printed: very oft; all ont. 
of oſtentation, and: to let the- World'ſee that the 
licenſing of Books belongs wholly to the Eccle-. 
ſiaſticks ; the Sexat has given Order that the ſaid, 
Cata'ogue ſhould not be Printed for the-future, 
bur with the Articicles of Agreement at the eng; 
of it : by which the: Eccleſiaſticks have loſt much 
of their heat and deſire of Printing the Catalogac 
again, becauſe they would have no Copies of the 
Articles, that contain in them many checks and re- 


- ſtritions of their Power, in thoſe Affairs. 


As to defamatory Libels writ againſt the repu-, 
tation of their Neighbours, though by Eccleti-; 
alticks themſelves, the Yenctian affirms that the, 
Inquiſition ought not to take; Cognizance of them, 
becauſe their Office was eitabliſhed-for the extir- 
pation of Hereſy, not rhe caſtigazion of: Calumny ;. 
that FunCtion-belo7ging more properly. to the Ci- 

vil Magiſtrate, to 'whom God has recommended 

If. | C/o 

If the Eccleſiaſticks be ſufferets in ir, they mult 

apply themſelves to the Magiftrate, and he will 

do them Juſtice. 1f -any man writes again{t the!r 

Immunities, the Ptince only ' bas Right to puniſh 

it, becauſe 'ris from his Grace and Liberality they 
| R 3 hold 
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| hold them, and tis he only” can preſerve them; 

nor indeed is_it agreeable that priviledg'd Perſons 
ſhould have the defence of their own Privileges, 
or be Judges in their own Caſes, But there are 
few ſuch Libels in 7raly to be ſeen, though new 
ones are difperfedieye BY the Romans again 
the Power of the Seculars, f8& zealous are they in 
the diminutiqn of the ſecular Authority, = fi 
furious in augmentation of their own, 

Moreover the Eccleſiaſticks are not compe! 
Julges of Books relating to Civil Government : it 

longs to Princes who have Srates to govern, to 
approve or reject the Maxjms contained in ſuch 
Books, ſeeing ſuch matters fall not under the cop- 
nizance of Ecclefiaſticks, ro whom God has for- 
bid the medling in ſecular Aﬀairs. Neither are they 
to be admitre Juſges in Cauſes where they con- 
cern themſelves with ſo much paſſion, as to call 
Tyranny and hymane Invention the power which 
God has given to ſecular Magiftrates, and Herely 
and Blaſphemy that Doctrine which impugns their 
Opinions. Thus Cardina} Bellarmin in one of his 
Books has the confidence to pronounce thoſe Re- 
reticks who affirm Kings and Soveraign Princes to 
haye na Superior in Temporal things but God. 
Inſomuch that to follow his Doctrine, and the Do- 
ctrine of the Romans, we muſt believe there 1s n0 
Soveraign Power bur in the Pope. 

Again, the Yenetian ſuffers not the Inquiſtors to 
cenſure Books of Love or Gallartry, though they 
contain many things of Honour, and good Mav- 
ners; Firſt, becauſe the /nquiſrors are inſtituted 
to judg of Hereſy, but not to cenſure Manners 
Secondly, according to St. Paxl's Doftrine, the 
publick Honour and Tranquility are entruſted with 
the Civil Magiſtrate. Thirdly, becauſe offences 
committed either by word or deed againſt the 
reputa- 
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reputation of another mian, or againſt civil decen- 
cy or d-corzm, or things indiſpatably belonging ts 
the fecular Judy, and by confequence the fame 
offences in writing belong bo/the ſame Judges. 
And here it 1s worth obſervation, that the Court 
of Rome pretends not: to Juriſdiction over Books 
that treat not of matter of Faith, bart ſince the 
year Ig5o, and thar this Uſurpation is rurned into 
Cuſtom and Righr by the negligence of the Prin- 
ces of 7taly, and titeir Miniſters, who ſhifting that 
care upon the Monks, inſenſibly 


never perceived till it was too late to recover. 

There has been no State, but the Repablick of 
Venice, that has always ditcerned the importance of 
this caution, and by conſequence not ſuffered di- 
minution in their ancient Rights : but the Yenerzant 
Miniſters continue to peruſe all the Books that 
are Printed, to the end that nothing may lip in of 
erroneous DotCtrine, hindering likewiſe ſuch Books 
as have been Printed formerly, from being Re- 
printed or expoſed to fale, to prevent the increaſe 
of that ; miſchief which otherwiſe they might 
do. 

Again, the Cardinal Baronins magnifies exceed- 


ingly the Enterprizes of Juriſdiftion made for- 


merly by the Court of  Kome, affirming boldly in 
a Letter of the 13th of 7=ne 1605 to the King of 
Spain, to complain of his Miniſters for topping 
the ſale of the Eleventh Tome of his Annals in the 
States of Naples and Milan, That the Pope was 
the ſole lawful fndg of Books, and that therefore 
neither Princes nor any of their Miniſters could con- 
demn ſuch Works as bis Holineſs had 4 proved. To 
which the King replying, not by words, but deeds, 
and ſuffering the Prohibitions publiſhed by his Mi- 


hiſters to proceed, the ſaid Cardinal in his 12th 
R 4 Tome 


deveſted thein- |: 
ſelves of that part of their Authority, which they / 
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Tome printed 1607, added a Diſcourſe to this Pur- 
pole, That it was an horrid and impious thing {y 
K ings or ' their Miniſters to cenſure ſuch Book, 4; 
had been approved by the Pope, or to forb)q the $14 
tioners to ſell them, That it was to rob St, Peter 
one of the K eys that feſus Chriſt had given him, that 
is to ſay, the knowleag that is to diſcern betwixr good 
and evil, And at length, that the Miniiters of Spain 
had prohibited his Book, becauſe it reprehended the 
injuſtice of their Maſters, Which evidently dif- 
covers the paſſion of the Romaniſts, who think it 
lawful to ſpeak irreverently of Kings, and to de- 
cry their Government by invectives under the 
Cloke of Religion, whilſt Princes are not allowed 
Power to hinder the reading of ſuch Books in 
their own proper Dominions. What diſorder 
would it produce in the World, if the approbation 
that Popes for their own intere!t have given to 
Books written againſt the Secular Fower, ſhould 
oblige all Princes to receive them? What could 
be more unreaſonable than to require a Book 
wherein the King is called Tyrant and Uturper, 
his Anceſtors defamed, and his Subjects excited 
to Rebellion, ſhould be printed, read, and fold 
publickly even 1n the Territory of the ſaid Prince? 
And yet this is no more than- Baronizs pretet- 
ded to, who after he had ſpake diſhonourably df 
ſeveral Kings of Aragon, and particularly of Fe- 
dinand in his Diſcourle of the Sicilian Monarch, 
believed that Philip III had done him great injury 
not to permir the ſale of his Book, though full of 
acrimony, and invective againſt his Predeceſlors 
and Parents. 


As it is undoubtedly true, a Book treating, of 
matter of Faith, and licenſed by the Pope, cannot 
be condemned by any ſecular Power; ſo tis as &t- 
tain, a Book treating of Hiſtory or Civil ves 

me 
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ment, may as juſtly be prohibired by: Princes, of 
their Miniſters, though licenſed by all the Prelars 
in Enrop*... iy 

For the Expedient Baronizs propoſes of repair- 
ing with humility to the Biſhops tor ſuppreſſion of 
ſuch Books as the ſccular Magiſtrate [ſhall judg 
pernicious or ſcandalous, I have faid already /the 
Remedy is worle than the Difeaſe, ſeeing thereby 
the Eccleſiaſticks would make themſelves in. a 
thouſand things that . belong not to+ their Juriſ- 
diction. Beſides, that Government | would be very 
imperfect thar had not in it ſelf power to provide 
what was neceſlary for its ſubſiſtance, but muſt at- 
tend till remedy be applied by thoie whoſe intereſt 
it is to have the miſchief continued, and who will 
never addreſs themſelves to reform it, but as their 
own intereſt prompts them. 

And therefore, in my judgment, Princes are not 
to rely upon the diligence of other People in 
things that concern the good of their Stare, God 
Almighty having given them Authority to ſecure 
themſelves. In ſhort, 'tis only .the Prince under- 
ſtands what is proper for his State, and therefore 
no reafon he ſhould be beholding to the Pope for 
what he has of his own, which made fohn de Mon- 
l«c Biſhop of /alentia fay, upon occaſion, That it 
would be madie(s to ſee Paris on jire, and to expett 
till water con!d be ferch'd from the Tyber to quench 
it, when the Seine was [a year. The Venetian Policy 
Is quite contrary to the Policy of the Pope : What 
is goud for the Eccletiaitical State, is/ otherwiſe 
for the Civil: and if ic were not; nothing could 
oblige the Civil State to conform ; 2nd therefore 
a Doctrine may. be good at Kore, that may be per- 
nicious at Venice, Vienna, Madrid, and every where 
elſe. Wherefore the'-Pop?'s approbation cannot 


deveſt Princes of their Authority to condemn ſuch 
Books 
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Books as are likely {if not intended ) to breed 
diſturbance in their States. 

But thie truth is, ſo far are Popes from being law. 
ful Judges of all manner of Books, that they haye 
uſurped upon Seculars in the very power of fip- 

of Heretical Books, In the eight fri 
Centuries all Books wete examined, and cenſured 
by the Councils, but prohibited by Princes for 
reaſon of State. The Coxinei! of Nice deckred 
the Do&rine of rims heretical, and then Con 
ftantive by an Imperial Proclamation prohibited 
his Books. 

The fecond Council of Conftanrinople pronouncy 
Emmons afi Heretick, and 1rcadin; the Ettiperor 
publiſhed an Edict againſt his Works. 

The third Council of Epbeſus eondemied Ne- I 
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ſtorius, and the Emperor Torodofias comtnanded his C 


Books x0 be burned. , 
The fourth Council of Calcedon having cow Mil © 
demned the Entycheans, the Emperor Martianu : 
publiſhed a Decree againſt their: Books. "Which 
ſhews that the prohibition even of heretical Books 
belongs not ſo propetly to the Eccleſiaſtical, as to 
the Secular Power : for though the Eccleſtaſticks 
may judge whether there be Hereſy in a Book; it 
follows not bur a Secular Prince may, by his Edift; 
forbid that Book that is cenſured by the Eccle- 
fiaſticks, and they have no reaſon to complain 
that one of St. Peter's Keys is taken from them, 
iecing the prohibition of a Prince gives mort 
force and vigor to their cenſure. 
 Asto the Stationer, the Senur conſents that thoſt 
who keep or ſell Heretical Books, be puniſhed by 
the /nqw;ſition : but it ſuffers not an Inventory of 
their Books be taken by the ſnquiſitors ; that they 
receiwe permiſſion to fell theta from the [ngu- 
fors, nor that they give them an Oath ; "yp 
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the Ingw,ſut ors have endeavoured : many tames to 
obtain, as alſo to inſert into their Edits Commands 
beyond their power, all:dging that they prerend 
o to give an Oath to a ons uy b. things 
to which their conſcience obliges chem, that is ro 
ay, not to fell prohibited Bouks ; and that by 
their Edicts they only intend them advertiſement 
of what they ought not to do: but theſe are but 
cunning pretences, for to give an Oath, and ad- 
vertiſe by Edict, (though in things that are juſt to 
be done) are acts of Superiority and Juriſdiction, 
Beſides, the Edict and Oath are things of that na- 
'rure, that he who tranſgreſſcs either againſt rhe 
one or the other, is worthy of puniſhment. 

To theſe the /ngv:ſitors add another reaſon, that 
ſeeing they are Judges of Hereſy, they ought (in 
conſequence) to judg every thing that relates to 


It, and therefore they have a right to command 


the Stationers, becauſe Herehes are na way more 
dangerouſly diſleminated than by Books. 

To this the Yenetian anſwers, That for Books 
which contain Hereſy, . the nquifitors have right 
to prohibit them, puniſh the Stationer who 
ſells them ; but for all other ſort of Books, the 
Stationer is not accountable to the Inquiftors, nor 
to bring their Inventories before them. For 'tis 
but ill Logick to infer the /ngaſition may extend 
ts Authority to all Books, becaufe Herely is often 
taught in Books, for all Books treat not of Faith, 
which is the only ſubject belonging to that ſacred 
Office, and therefore thoſe that treat not in that 
way, fall not under the. Juriſdiction of that Courr, 
If the Os were Judges of all rhat had re- 
ference to Hereſy, though never ſo remotely, 
there would not be any Crime nor Error but mi 
become matter for the Huquifition z there would 
be ng need of Civil Magiſtrates, and by en 
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the Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdi&tion would worm out the 
Secular. | 


There 1s but one point in which the Re wblich 


of Yenice ſeems to have over-ſhot her lf, at 
that is in having ſuffered the Popes to ſend forrei 
Inquiſitors among them, when their own Subj 
might execute that Office with as much Qhriy 
and diſcretion, as they who know nothing of the 
cuſtoms and practices of their Country. In Spais 
the Inquiſitors are all Spaniards : in the Dutch of 
Milan the Natives are not excluded ; and there- 
fore the Yenetian, in other things ſo jealous of 
their Authority, in this ſeems to be in worſe cor- 
dition than the King of Spain. 

- Nevertheleſs, if it be conſidered that the [+ 
quifitors cannot be received into the Towns td 
which they are ſent, unleſs they firſt preſent then- 
ſelves before the Prince for his Letters Patents 
directed to the Refors of the place, it will be 
found the danger is not great, ſeeing that if a 
Tuquiſitor be not liked, the Prince has the remedy 
in his hands, and that is by delaying (if not deny- 
mg) his Patent, without which, his Patent from 
the Pope is ineffectual, Which'is a good way 
diſcouraging forreign Monks, by making difficulty 
fo receive them; and this is a true fecrer (whel 
they pleaſe) to oblige the Court of Rowe to 
name their /nqwiſirors, out of the Subjects of thit 


State. 


- The 1nguifitors of Venice hold their Court 
the Palace of St: Afark,, where they meet twice 
a week. 

Such of the Aſſiſtants as have buſineſs with the 
Court of Rome, canhot remain in the facredC 
fice, their intelligence there rendring their fideli 
ſuſpicious to the State, which puts others into the! 


corrupt 


Places. So the Inquiſitors have no capacity 0 
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corrupt any of the Aſſiſtants, becauſe. the, Office *© - 
of theſe Gentlemen ceaſes that very moment in 
which they addreſs for any favour from the 


Pope. 

This is all I have judged neceſſary to be known 
relating to the 7nquiſerion at Yenice ; I ſhall paſs 
now to the true Cauſes of. the decay of this Mag- 
nificent Commonwealth, 


_—_—_—_ 
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A Diſcourſe containing the 
Chief Cauſes of the decay of 
the Venetian Common=- 
Wealth. 
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as It hapned anciently to the Commonwealth of 

Sparta ; borh the one and the other flouriſhed 
whilſt they, contented themſelves with the little 
latitude of their own Countries, and both began 
to decline when they had acquired more than they 
could manage. | 

Sparta was Miſtreſs” of, all the chief Provinces 

in Greece, and no fooner had rwo Thebar * Captains * Pelopida 
reſcued” their Country from the Dominion of the and Epa- 
Lacedemonians, but all the other Towns they had minondas. 
conquered, followed rhe Example, and revolrted, 
The Srare of Venice, -grown to be great and for-. 
midable in /raly by its prodigious increaſe, and | 
the detriment of the Princes ſhe had over-reach'd, 
loſt by one ſingle Battel as 'ſhe had uſurped —_ 


I: has hapned ro the Common-wealth of Venice 


\ 


Ehe Government ,of .Denice, 
the lb wa Bk je foundations we; oe 
or the weight- of ſo vaſt. an fg; 


«xy ight- of ſc 
| ich makes it evident, that as the health o 
; the Body proceeds not; ſq: much from. the: mex 


\ It takes jn, as from the digeſtion that is. made. 
| ſo the firength of a State confiſts not in_what i 


gains, but what it is able to keep. Andif ithe 


true that a State can never maintain It ſelf, but by 
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means conformable to its principle, no wonder i 
the Repmblich of Venice conceived in Fear, 

forth.in the Waters, brought up in Poverty, a 
elevated in Peace, began to decline from its great- 
neſs, by engaging in'a War with the Dukes of M- 
lan and Ferrara, without conſidering the nature of 
their Forces, or the difficulty of maintaining ther 


'Conqueſts *.. Had\the Yemrians follbwed the wiſe 


counſeF of their Doge Thomas MMoccinegio Which 
he gave them upon his death-bed, ro content 
themſelves with their Conqueſts at Sea, where 


'they had acquired ſo many fair and rich ſlaw, 
the delights, of the Terra-firma would: not hae 


debauched them, nor prayoked the emulation ald 
jealouſy of all the Princes, of Traly who were o- 
Jiged to- unite in a War againſt them, to curbther 
extravagant. ambition. They might better. hare 
refiſted the Twk,, who. finding. them otherwile 
employed, began from that rime to invade Greec 
and. infeſt their Maritime Provinces. And. Polit 
tians have obſerved,, that the recovery of, 

Lands: upon-the, Continent, was the firit, cauſeal 
the loſs of Cyprus and Canilia ,, places of muck 
more importance than their: Towns upon the Zane 
firma, And therefbre P. Sczpio had reaſon, whes 
to the. Officer who. cried about the Streets 
Rome, 74 iter ange Rempublicam, he told him be 
had much better pray: to gpl to preſerve, full 
to encreaſe it, Satis eſſe auttam, dicens, ann 


conſer: 


The Gs vernmentof Beniee. 
Funſervaretur, Though the Lavedemonians Were 
all profeſſed Souldiers, they punifhed not thoſe 
who loſt their Swords in the Battel, bat thoſe. 
who loſt their Bucklers, it being then an mfamy- 


among them, as fince among the Germany *: tos 5... 
ſhew that they: eſteemed it leſs Glorious to Con- reliqui/ſe 


quer than. to Defend, the Sword ſerving for In-precypuum 
vaſion, the Buckler for Defence, Wirth much#42**#wm- 


more reaſon, the YVenerian being a People of the- 
Robe, and for Councel, onghr to have imployed: 
their Back/er againſt their Neighbours, and' ap- 
plied themſelves more diligently to their Intereſt 
in the Levant , where Fortune had been ſo fa- 
yorable tg! them. 

A Second Cayſe of their decay is: the- ſlowneſs 
of their Conneels., Tis\true, this fault 1s common, 
In all Commonmwealths, but with thenv it; tnay be 
ſaid to. be in extremity-, their Sexat- ſeeming 
ſometimes- to be aſleep; with ſo muck ineſs. 
and inactivity, it moves. upon ſeveral- oecafions. 
They had ſeaſonable advertiſement of- the valt- 
neſs of the Orroman-preparation for the Invaſion 
of Candia, and yet they thought no- more of 
putting themſelyes into. a. poſture of; defence , 
than if they. had. had. no; former experience. of 
the Txrk;/h pertidy , or. had been: allured; by 
Revelation.that that.great Force was not intended. 
againſt- them. Thjs:Confidence was. founded upon. 
the-Pramiſes.of an Infidel who deeeived:them, by 
making them helieve that. the Deſignes of the 
Porz-were- againſt Malta, though Hungary and: 
Poland: maight-have given chem wholſam Jaftances 
of fear, and diſtruſt; And. Fo!m: Soraxce,. their 
Embaſſador at. Conſtantiveple admoniſhed: them: 
of their danger, and exhorted. them conſtantly to 
provide; but apprehending to diſguſt the Grand- 
Sergnior if they ſhould diſcoyerany oper: a” t 


Tac.Ger. 


% > 


and. fearing to precipitate.” themſelves by file 
Meafures,: into a War againſt which they thought 
themſelves ſafe by virrue of their Alliance, which 
they had lately renewed,. they ſaw the Fortreg 
of, St. Theodore ſurprized,. and the City of Cans 
beſieged, before | they -yyquld believe their Coun- 
trey- was to be the Theatre of the; War, and -the 


whole Charges to be defraied by them; Which 


- _* ſhews there 1s a certain Fatality that: governs al 
* 44:0 ob. things, and blinds the wiſeſt perſons living when 
cecat ani- Misfortune is at hand *, 


mos fore | | | 
tuna cum vim ſuam ingruentem refrings non vult. Liv. 


The loſs of Canea drew after it the loſs of 
Retimo, and the Field. 'And when there was no- 
thing remaining to them but the chief City and 
ſome' few' Villages and Forts, they began to de- 
liberate''in deſpair : The 'greateſt part were for 
delivering it up freely for, Peace ; and it had been 
certainly done, had 'not' fohn Peſaro, ſince Doye, 
bravely Remonſtrated to the Senar, That if £ 
gave up'that place to the Turk, it would -be' the 
way to make him more inſolent ; to increaſe hit 
Contempt of 'thems, arid 'raiſe in him an inſatiable 

efcre to Invade them, by the eaſineſs of hs Co- 
$36 ; and- therefore it was his Fudgment better 


a vigorous reſiſtance to -< komjy 3 him. That i 


were once maſter of *Canea , he would quick) 

demand the thres Iles, and the reſt of -Dalmata. 
That to be' Conquered and- Submit to theiv "For 
would be 'no ſcandal ; but to \{ubmit for fear wowld 
be diſhonourable and baſe ; that though an Enem) 
be never. ſo formidable,” we are not ' to publiſh at 
apprehenſion ; That States are not maimained 

* Non ig- Vufelanimity and Truſting *, ' That if it be 

naUvViA £3 

magna amperia contineri, Tac. Ann. 1. 
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mpoſible to preſerve a Conntrey already more thas ' 
half loft, it would be the more honourable to defend it 
Conrageouſly, the leſs likelihood there was of ſucceſs. 
That the Commonwealth of Venice like 4 Corpu- 
lent man , had need to Exerciſe to diſſipate the 
groſs Humonrs it had contratted by too long repoſe. 
That the War in Candia was like a Wonnd, to be 
kept open, to prevent a Gangrene : That the Eyes 
f ail Chriſtendom were «pon them to obſerve how 
they followed the ſteps of therr Glorious Anceſtors, 
and what expreſſion they made of their Conſtancy 
and Conrage. And that if their Forces were not 
ſtrong enough for the Turks,yet they were ſtrong enough 
in ſuch a deſperate juntture, where their Honour and 
Safety was at ſtake. This Diſcourſe turned the 
Scale, and put the Sexar upon a reſolution 
to maintain the War to the utmoſt extremity, 
which they did a long time with prodigious ex- 
pence. 

And here it is to be. obſerved, the Yenetians 
who are naturally very fearful and ſuperſtitious, 
were not ſo when they ſhould have been. Some 
Months before the Turks landed in Canaia, a 
Nobleman of thar Countrey , being preſent at 
Maſs with the Senat, in the Chappel of the Cot 
led, ſtole the Pax which is uſually given about 
to be kiſſed; and not many days after , in the 
Court of the Palace of St. Mark, the word Pax 
out of the Verle, 7nftitia & Pax ofculate ſunt, 
fell down out of the hands of 7#5t:ce in the ſight 
of ſeveral perſons ; which was taken as a certain tIn P 
prefage of the "War 4 wherewith that Republicky,,. m PY 
was threatned, in the opinion of all People : and omen ime 
the Omen was much more intelligible than that mnenr- 
whereby Ceditius Prognoſticated the coming of 77 —i44- 
the -Gauls to Rome, But the S:nat made no ule,,, 


of theſe Prodigies , Either willing to conceal Hit. 1, 
S Its 
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its diſtreſs, according to the Cuftom of Prix 


+ Triſt;ſ- ces 4, or elſe infenſible of its danger.4 [ 

fima que- C 

que occultantem Tiberium. Ann. 1. | 

Thus the Yenetians loſt the Kingdom of Cypry 

by their irreſolution, though the Procurator Hie- & 

ronimo Zane, and Paſcal Cicogne, their Generals 0 

in Dalmatia and Candia, remonſtrated to the S:- 4 

nat, that they were not to expect till Selymu F 

declared, but to look upon it as certain, and ſe 

provide to meet him with a good .Fleer at Seq, ” 

to hinder his deſcent in that Kingdom. The $e- ” 

nat underſtood the importance of their Councel, WM © 

* Optima When it was too late to make ufe of it *, for ” 

viderentur Selymus gave them no leiſure to repent +, foil WM © 

quorum jt is to comply too much with an il} Neighbour, MW © 

_ diſcover a fear. - A 
effigerar. OT tO diſcove 

Hift. 1. y 

+ Sed non Scnarui (ibertas ad penitendum. Ann, 3. _ 

| By the fame irreſolution the Srate of Yenue 

/ Joſt her intereſt upon the Terra firma not Mi- 

' ny years ſince ; becauſe they came not to ade- 
termination before the Confederate Princes inva- F, 
ded their - Territories. They might eaſily have Py 
judged their Power too weak to have reſiſted WM », 
the united ſtrength of the Pope, the Emperonr, tht WW -,, 
French, and the Spaniard , and therefore It had th: 
been their intereſt to have divided them, as they Wl &f 
might eaſily have done by giving up part forthe WM gf 
fafety of the whole : But ambition to graſp what W of 
they could not hold, dazled them for diſcerning BW thy 
their true Adyantages, and made them loſe whit WF he 
they were unwilling to leave. They \gave the Pr, 
Enemy time to joyn their Forces, and never & il cej 


pened their Eyes till they were beaten at Vail 


- 
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by the French, after which they began to think 

of Peace, and having ſurrendered to the Pope , 

Rimini , Faienza, Kavenna, and Cervia, they beg- 

ged his Mercy, as if they had been his Rebel- _ 
lious Subjects, promiſing never to intermeddle in Guathard. 
Eccleſiaſtick affairs, nor to tax their Lands with-*** © 
out permiſſion from the Pope : They offered the 
Emperour, Verona , Vicenca, Padna, and ſeveral 
places in Frial, of Which they owned them- 
ſelves Uſurpers : © They proffered him an Annual 

« Tribute of goooo Dxcats , proveſting that if 

« he would pitty their Condition, they would 

© Record him in their Annals for their Father, 

&© their Redeemer, their Founder, obey his Com- 

© mands, and for the furure never ſeparate from 

&* his Intereſt. So poor Spirited and abject dces 
Adverſity make many People, and thoſe eſpecially .__. 
who before the danger are moſt huffy and high, ;.. .,, c.. 
as were the Yenetians *, emit 116 


A 


. 


1Vinrti a FF 
um animi. "| 1c1115 
* Ante diſcrimen feroces an periculo pavidi, balk. 1. 


In ſhort, to the King of Spain they reſtdfed 
Frani, Otranto , Brindes , Monopols , Mola, and 
Pulignan, all which they held in Poxzlle. To the 
Duke of Ferrara they delivered up the Pol:fin ; 
and this they did rather in defpazr and a fright, 
than upon good deliberation, as is francklv con- 
felled by Andrew Moccinegno who writ in the heat... 
of the War $. Whereas had-rhey thought in time + pazyes 
of ſatisfying the King of: France, or of dividing : v47z 4- 
the Pope from the League, they might heve 7777» 
been able to have defended againſt the reſt of the 77,7 
Princes, as appeared afterward ; for 7#liws IL. con- 0... 
ceiving a jealouſy againſt the French (whoſe pro- /«/-7-- 
greſs he feared ) and retiring from the Leagy”, 
S 2 e126 
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The Government of Veniee; 
the face of the YVenerias affairs quickly changed 
and ſeveral of their Towns returned to their «- 
bedience. 

The fame thing almoſt happened before in the 
League that Pope Sixtus XII made againſt then 
with the King of Naples, the Duke of Mia; 
and the Florentines, for Ferrara. For if} Lode 
wick Sforza Governour of Milan had not left the 
League, the YVenrtians ( who had loſt their Fle 
upon the Po, and all the Territory of Bergams, 
Breſcia and Verona, that the Duke of Calabria 
Son to the King of Vaples had caken from them) 
had without doubt been deprived of all their 
poſſctſions in Lombardy. But upon Capitulation 
with Sforza, whoſe Quarrel they Eſpouſed againl 
the Calabrians, who would turn him out of his 
Government of A1ian, all was reſtored, withont 
being obliged reciprocally to the reſtitution of 
the Poleſin to the Marqueſs of Ferrara : 6 that 
they who were vanquiſhed in the Field , were 
Victors in Council, and recovered all by ther 
management of the Treaty. To which [I ſhall add 
my Reflexions upon one thing the Senart of Yeu 
did after the loſs of Candia;; by which the trutl 
of what-I have faid may be judged. 

' It was reſolved an extraordinary Cowncil ſhould 
be held every Week for the carrying on of the 
War, which could hot be obtained at the begin 


' Ing by all the Remonſtrances of the Chevain 


' Melin, who very well underſtood the condition df 
; their affairs ; and yer moſt ridiculouſly, at an 


7 


- or like the Phrygeans, who aſſembled their Cow 


ſeaſunable time, two Months after the Frag 
was concluded, this Coxncil was ſet up, Like 1 
Phiſitian, who preſcribes after the Patient 1s 


cil after the miſchief was happened, to conhide 
how they might have preyented ir, The props 


= 
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The Government of Perie-. 

tion made by the Serat; ar the ſame time to the 

Emperonr, tO purchaſe the Towns of - Frie## Gra- 

diſqze, and Goretz, to repair their loſſes in the 

Levant, was as much our of time; For if they 

had Money to purchaſe more, it might as well have -—-— 

len laid ont to keep what they had. 7/ / WE 
The Tytrd cauſe of the diſorder of their affairs; 

is, becauſe the Sexar conſiſting of fo great a num- 

ber, and their Atftairs determined by plurality of 

Voices, / i]l Councels ( provided they be covered +5 

with plauſible appearances ) are oftner followed 

than good, which moiſt commonly difpleaſe, either 

from the difficulty of Execution ; or becauſe the 

good or 11] Conſequences are not generally fore- 

ſeen by ſeveral of the Members , who diſcern 

not what 1is True from what is Falſe, nor what 

1s Convenient from what 1s Deltructive : So that 

it is ſometimes at Yenice, as Anacharſis 

ſaid it was formerly at Athens, where the Wiſe 

Conſulted, and the Weak Reſolved ; for Voices 

are counted , not Reaſons / confide- 

red *; for the Vote of a Fool is e- * * Numerantur ſenten« 

quivalent to the Vote of the wilelt, awd gd 1/17 govey. 

and they being always feweſt , no Þ,1,4-u6+., par omn;un 

wonder if their Councel miſcary. jus e/, Phn42. c.12; 

Thus did they conclude to League 4 

themſelves with Zewis XII, againit Sforza Duke 

of Milan, to have in Recompence the Town of 

Cremona, and the Countrey as {4 Ghizra d Adada, 

becauſe the advantage was preſent ; whereas the 

Graver of the Senators advited the contrary, ac- 

cording to Principles of true Policy, not to drive 

out a Neighbouring Prince, to let ina more P9- 

tent into his place : and this occationed afrer- 

wards the League of Cambrey, winch Aelchior 

Treviſan had Frognoſticated before, telling them 

in full Senat, That the Kg of the Romans world 

9 3 Joy 
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The Government of Venice. 
 Jojyn more readily with the King of France as;: 
= than A a ag ainft = Fry A 
becauſe united with France it would be eaſy for Fu 
to Conquer the Venetians, wherea3 with them, it 
would be very hard to prevail againſt France; an 
by conſequence, the Republick of Venice having al- 
ready ſo: many Enemies upon their hands, they 
mnt either beat all the Princes of Europe, or be 
beaten by them. 
Beſides, there are thoſe in FYenice, who to flat- | 
_ ter the Genius of the People, and ſhew them- | 
ſclves zealous for their Countrey , accomodate 
7, their Councels to the depraved Palats of others, 
For Example, If it be in debate to render ſome 
Town that has been unjuſtly uſurped from ſome 
great Prince who threatens by force of Arms 
to revenge himſelf, "Tis moſt certain, the Senc- 
tor Who would perſwade Reſtitution, ſhould not 
willingly be heard ; and he who ſhould adviſe 
to keep it, would haye a Torrent of voices on 
his fide, and be eſteemed a good Citizen, though 
he betraied his own Conſcience and Countrey by 
a Councel he knows muſt be the detriment of 
the State. In this manner it was that the Pre- 
Guichar, ©#rator Dominick. Treviſau prevailed againſt the 
lib.$. Juſt Demands of 7x14 II, who contented him- 
{cf with the reſtirution of Rimini, and Faena 
( Uſurped under his Papacy) to refuſe his Rath 
fication of the Leagre of Cambray. An elect of 
# the feebleneſs and ignorance of the generality 
of Mankind, who not regarding the future, choſe 
rather to lofe all afterward, than at preſent t0 
part with any thing, though for the ſafety of 
the reſt - like the Merchants thar periſh in the 
Sea, becauſe they will not ſuffer any part of their 
Goods to be thrown over-board. Or like thoſe 
ebitinate People, who will rather run the hazard 


The Government of Venite. 263 : 
of a Gangreen, than endure the pain of an incon- 
ſiderable Inciſion : ſo that whatever Exprience 
the Yenetians have had, they will not change * 
their Method, and thereby verifying the ſaying 
of the /talians, That the State of Venice never 
releaſes any thing willingly, that ſhe has once got #n- 
to her clutches. . 

But we are not to admire ſuch ill Councels + 
are given in the Pregad;, ſeeing ill Counſels are 
moſt acceptable, and good, not only rejected, 
but heard with indignation. The Councel that 
Bartholomew Alviani gave. them to carry on the 
War into the Enemies Countrey, according to the 
old Rule of the Romans, and to invade the p.... a 
Dmtchy of Milan, before Lewis. XII. palled in- org = 
to /taly, was looked upon as rath, though no puli Re» 
more than their affairs required, and in appear- mnt lons | 
ance that raſhneſs would have been happy ; but : a wy; 
It ſeems the Senat wanted | both Courage and gjcero: 
Providence *. Beſides, the wiſeſt of the Senators *Neec aufus | 
do many times forbear giving their advice, as &/# ſatzs, | 
knowing the danger of expoling themltlves to ae Bliſs. 
the Capricc;o of the weaker ſort, who are as / 
much their Judges as the greateſt of rhe Sages. 
For the Propoſers of great Enterprifes,like thoſe 
who throw up great Stones into the Air, are in 
great danger of having them fall upon their 

eads : and again, if they ſucceed , every one 
will pretend to the Glory, as Tiberies told the 4 Cum _ 
Senat + : but if they miſcary, the Blame redounds rettefatte 
to the Author, though the fault be in the ill 7" 

| - | «(> 4 4u5ſque 
management of all. Thoſe who at Rome adviled,, tun 
that the Conſulary Tribunes ſhould be indiffe- rraher , #- 
rently choſen out of the Nobility and People , 5rngs _— 
were generally blamed- both by the Peo le and" io 
the Nobility ( though the People had Eſpouled gc... 
the Intereſt of the Nobility againlt the MO Ann.3: 
c 
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264 The Government of Venice, 
when they underſtood that the firſt Popular Coy: 
. ful who Commanded the Army, was defeated by 
the Enemy : and almoſt the ſame thing ha 
£ at FYenice during the War ; They condemned at 
laſt what they approved in the beginning , and 
they judged of the Actions of their General; 
only by the ſucces of their Arms, which many 
, times 1s a wrong and irrationat Argument. They 
have another il] Cuſtom likewiſe, and that is, 
How good ſoever the Reſoſution is, that thei 
General takes in any dangerous exigence ; how 
advantageous ſoever the terms they make with 
| the Enemy, they always find fault and account | 
| * Que Na-the worſt*. And therefore after they had received 
| on ".. With ſatisfaction and great applauſe the News of 
| deterins the Peace which General Aforofini had made in 
| credebant Candia, and had ratified it with all expreſſions of 


quodunque extraordinary approbation, in a few Months time 
+ evenerat, 


' Ann. Ig. 


£ 
: 


they changed their note, and made the deliverer 
of their Countrey {as they called him before ) 
a Criminal, and a Traitor. 

Moreover, the Srare of Venice is much ſubject 
| _ upon any il|-conjuncture of their Aﬀeairs, to take 
_ = the middle-way, which is commonly the worlt*. | 
jcvvy -1z6y I hat is to ſay, of two Counſels propoſed, one ge- 
ancipitia nerous and brave, the other poor and puſilan- 
geterri= mous ; they frame a third out of both, without 
Ibid *- examining their incompatibility or danger. / 

id. lis } CE 5p the 

. or 1s their parhmony leſs pernicious to t 

*F Venetians ; for the want of keeping a forreign 
Militia in time of Peace, when-ever War- is de 
clared, they are ſure ro be ſurprized. No ſooner 
were they delivered from the War in Candia, bet 
they disbanded' their Forces, as if they had been 
ſure never to have had occaſion for them more: 
and yet within a year they engaging 1 a new 
Quarrel about limits in Dalmatia, and were it 


danger 


The Government of Denice; FT; 
danger of lofing that whole Province, before't | 
could have reinforc'd it with 2000 men, had the | 
Port been willing, or known how to have made 

uſe of the opportunity. The Author of disband- 

ing their Army, was the Procurator Nan, and his 

advice was preferr'd, becauſe it pretended fruga- 

lity. So that It may be ſaid of this Srate, as it 

was of Perſeus King of Macedon +, that he knew + pecunie 
better how to Keep his Money than his Country: quam 

The Kingdom of: Cyprzs was loſt partly by their Reg mes 
Avarice, refuſing to pay the 50000 Crowns (owing © 

to Se!/ymns, as Succefior to the Sxltan of Epi) 
according to agreement with the ſaid Sultan, and 

King 7ames, whoſe Heirs they were ; which drew 

upon them the diſpleaſure and Arms of that Em- 

peror +. Hiſtorians have likewiſe obſerved thats Zurre. 
their Avarice was the chief cauſe ruine 0f 4mn. Arras | * 
their Trade in the Perſian Gulf ; fOowmgowilling r_0 es | 
al:ow the Portxgals ſhould be their ions in Hiſp! 128. | 
fo, profitable a Commerce , they” contented not Suavedra | 
therhſelves to excite the King of Calecut, and the Emp. Pol | | 
Sulttn of E ypt againſt them, and to ſend them 7 5* 
Gunners and Engineers to athiſt them, but they 

called in the Hollanders, who after they had fer- 

led their Correſpondencies and Magazins, in re- 

quital, they ſupplanted the Yenetians. In the ſame 

manner they were handled by the Tarks after they” 

had brought them our of the Black-Sea into Ex- 

rope, at the rate of 25000 Crowns ; for thoſe In- 

fidels having invaded Servia, Bulgaria, and "Boſnia, 

advanced at length againit Grezce, God permn- 

ting by a juſt Judgment. that thoſe who for their 

baſe intereſt had ſacrificed their Neighbours to 

thoſe miſcreants, ſhould ar length in their turn be je 


buried in the common ruine. 
And to theſe may be added another reaſon of} 


their decay, and that is rhe il|-Education of rheir 
Youth 


[ 


er en 
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Yowth: For in Venice 'tis a common thing to {6+ 

the Father courting his Concubine, and treari 
the other inſtruments of his Debauchery in the , 
preſence of his Son, who perhaps learns the ac, 
* Noſtras before he underſtands the evil *; involving himſel 
emicas, farther as he advances in years,being corrupted by 
ng an example he thinks himſelf bound to follow : 
7»: that theſe young Gentlemen entring into publick 
Diſcuns Affairs with ſo wicked diſpoſitions, tis impoſſible but 
bac ante= the Adminiſtration muſt be infefted. And therefore 
guem ſei» $;,,rus V ina Letter to the Archbiſhop Matteny; 
*MOuin, 11S Nwntio at Venice, had theſe words, Jam vent 
hora eorum, Their time is coming, And truly, if ne 
conſider the loſs this Commonwealth has ſuſtained 
within theſe hundred years, and what they ar 
like to do more, unleſs God Almighty prevents it, 
It is in danges of being reduced to its Pritnitive 
Parting Is to ſay, the bare Dominion of 
their LaF*and their Aarſbes, and which is 
worſe, do Homage to the Grand Seignior, as && 

guſa does at this day. £ 

Let us now take a Proſpect of their @bver- 
woxrs, I mean, cqnlider the Manners and Max- 
I Ve olim im of their Nobility } : For as Tacitus obſerves, 
plebe vali= .,, diſcover the Nature and Qualities of a 6+ 


da,vel cum R 
Pirres Vernment, we mult inform our ſelves of the ge- 


pollerens nius and humour of the Prince, who is the SW 


noſcenda that informs it. Which occaſioned an ancient Au- 


_ = thor to ſay, That Nature world ſooner be defettive 


natiſque in her Operations, than a State in imitating ni 
£& opti- Prince +. 

matrium | | 
#ngena, qui maxime perdidicerant, callids temporum, 63 ſaprentes as 
debantur, Ann. 4. 


.+ Facilius errare naturam, quam Principem formare Rempublican 
ad1ſſimilem ſus, 


The Manners and general 
Maxims of the Veneti=- 
ans. 


lh being natural to Republicks to dread Ambi+ 

tious and Popular Servants. The Yenetians 

are no leſs ſuſpitious than other Nations, 

They loye great Exploits, but many times they 

hate thoſe that perform them * ; believing that * 0J:run+ 
thoſe who have been able to preſerve rheir Coun- merira 
try, may be as able to deltroy it ; and that "Z"<nes, 
therefore 'tis more danger to advance ſuch, chan? nn 
diſhonourable to debaſe them. For this cauſe angdis im 
it is they often cruſh thoſe perſons who have de-pares exi- 
livered their State ; becauſe they fear leſt rhoſe//imaztur. 
tutelar Angels ſhould out of Ambition or Re- 

venge become Domeſtick Enemies, and Carye 

out the;r own Recompence with their Swords, 

thus they rid themſelves of a Gentleman of the AUO 
Houſe of Loredano, who by his preſence had ap-;;, 2.6 
peaſed 'a Commotion of the People, when all j,z; 
the Magiſtrates of the Town with their promt- 


ſes and their threats could do nothing ; ſuppo-. | 


ſing the ſaid Loredazo might ſome time or other 

ſet up for the Government , having had ſo great 

ſucceſs in working upon the People, like Tibe- 

rius *, who conceived an implacable hatred a-* Tac, An. 
eainſt the Wife of Germanicus, for having ſtopped 1- 

a Sedition which himſelf could not appeaſe. 


In the ſame manner they cauſcd the perſon ” 
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The Government of Venice; © 
be put to death who diſcovered the Conſpiracy 
of Duke Aarti Falzer ; firſt making him a Ny. 
ble Yenetian, and then taking away his Life whei 
they had done. Bur 'tis no {mall part of their care 
to conceal this procedure to Strangers ; whole 
Aſſiſtance they cannot want- in their Wars; an 
to draw whom into their ſervice, they hae 
cauſed ſeveral Statues and Monuments to be e- 
rected in their Churches and Publick places in 
Venice and Paaxa , for Strangers that have (er- 
ved the Srate, thereby to allure others with hopes 
of the ſame Honour. 

They bear a hatred to any that are great with 
the People; the common inconvenience of ar 
Ariſtocracie, where the Nobility living in conſtant 
Jealouſy and diſtruit, every man fancies that his 
Companion deſigns by infinuating with the People; 
to enſlave the Commonwealth ; and this imaginati- 
on has cauſed the death of many a brave Perſon, 
One Cornaro, who in time of Famine had diſtri- 
buted Corn among the Poor , was Poiſoned for 
his Charity, apon ſuſpition that it was not inno- 


*Non enim CEnt 3 * but that like Andrew Sforzi in Florence, 


Simplicis 
eas Curas. 


Tac. Ann 


he aimed to make himſelf Prince. For infucli 
States tis the Cuſtom to apprehend thoſe very 


*aCtions which they admire +, and to make away 


I. 
+ Manibat the Authors of them. How far this was the caſe 
dmiratio of Antonio Foſcariu the Senator; I cannot deter- 
virr,ſed O- mine, for the Senare afterwards put to dearh thoſe 


derant. 


Hift. 1. 


+ Breves 
© unfaus 
to; Poe 
-pult Ro- ®*% ; 
mani :mo- Extortions, and Exceſs. Nor is there any thing 


perſons by whom he had been charged with fup- 
poſitious Letters from the Spaniſh Embaſſador. By 
all which we may ſec how fatal the favour of the 
People proves to particular Perſons #, eſpecially 
in an Ariſtocracie. No wonder then if at Venice We 
ſee Gentlemen odious to the Commions, for thelt 


re;. An.2. more ſafe, than to avoid Popularity. Thus was 


one Priuli called Taglia-braccia not only toleralty 


aa of St. Mark open, and not ſhut, which had 


, Y -» £ 
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but preferred to great imploymentz becauſe ha- 

ving no intereſt with the People, they thought 

there could be no danger of his deſigning againſt 

the Nob:lity. Beſides, theſe kind of Extravagants 

are uſeful] many times in Seditions and Tumults,to 
allwage the fury of rhe People,who wreaking their 
indignation upon ſuch hated perſons, all the reſt 

are left free : whereas thoſe who are Popular can- 

not be touched, but it increaſes the Flame, and 
hazards a general Conflagration. Hence it is that 
ſometimes in Yenice it may be dangerous to have 

too great a reputation *, becauſe it may create a * Princis 
man as many Enemies as there are Noble-men £59 gra- 
whom he excells. And this perhaps was the cauſe ;,”.; op 

of the Baniſhment of Ange Badoer the Senator who 4/;quem 
was by ſome thought more Popular than was con-eft es 
venient for the Government : For ſome ſtick not "ona? _ 
ro make it an Aphoriſm of State, That great Wits ,... 

be kept under, If elated by the applauſe *ke Peo- as cedar 
ple, they ſhould be encouraged to aſpire. Moreover, Strada. 
they ſeem not to approve of Perſons aboye their T3#*4/r4 
buſineſs and employment ; and therefore they do vG awngy/f 
not much countenance Learning , becauſe they erpreea» | 
think it fills the- mind with Notions, and hinderst, nee {| 
mins fee 


that gravity of Judgment which ought to be” 


riculum 


found Learning, yet they are content that Straf- Geren> 
gers ſhould think otherwiſe of chenf, And there- priine 
fore they were offended at the expreſſion of an x. awry 
Embaſſador of theirs, who pretending to give a Tea- Currius. 


ſon why his Superiors had in their Banner put the , 


4 A dons; "AY: whe 
Mee 22a OS a A S7ettt both; en = | 


n more proper , 1n reſpect of the War, a 


F Hebeti0- 
res quam 
acutiores 
ut Pluri- 
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than the Florentines, whoſe wit was too ſnarP+ 


1. "5. 


The Government of Veniee: 
It was to ſhew that the City of Venice waj 1: 
calling good Letters, which had been Baniſted 
them ſo long. Which expreſſion cauſed ſuch Com- 
motion among the Senators, that ſome of them 
cried out aloud to have the Book ſhut, and in 
anger returned to their Houſes. 

The knowledg of the Yenetians lies general. 
ly in underſtanding their own affairs : th 
trouble not their heads much with Books, 
beyond their own Hiſtories and Cuſtoms , and 
except ſome few Gentlemen who have been Em- 
baſſadors abroad, or gone along in their Equi- 
page, they are generally very little curious of 
forreign tranſactions. There goes a Story that a S+ 
nator finding his Son reading the Hiſtory of Fran, 
ſhatched it away with this Keprimend, Balordo,fegy; 
fe coſe della ſna Republica, e non altero. Yon Blot 
head, if you muſt be reading, read your enn Hs 

ftory, od no other. | 

They believe the Government of Yenice a Mo- 
del for all the World, and no Nation under 
Heaven fo happy as themſelves, though herhaps 
they are (as -Tacitns faith ) MMagis fine Domin, 
quam in libertate ; Rather without a Maſter than 
at Liberty. The Florentines call them Groſſolan, 
And yet they laugh at the Florentines, who with 
all their exaCtneſs and delicacy of breeding have 

not been able tro keep themſelves in liberty 7. 
So true it is, that the fineſt and ſubrileſt wits are 


mum meli- not always fitteſt to Govern, and that met: of 


moderate parts, ſo they be ſetled and ftayed, 
are more uſeful than ſublime and exalred heads, 
which commonly are unquiet and unſteady, and 
ſubject to ſuddain and temerarius attempts. Which 
made that Noble Florentine * ſay, The Venetians 


were much more capable of Diſcipline and Reaſon 
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the Myſteries of War, were better Governours 
than the Athenians with all their Eloquence and 
Learning: The Athenians ſtudied nothing bur 
fine ſpeeches, and plauſible Orations , without 
bringing any thing to Action, as if their Senar 
had been only a School for Orators or Sceptick 
Philoſophers : But the Thebans and Spartans Exe- 
cuted what they debated ; and when they had 
bandied Arguments at home, they went to fight 
their Enemies abroad : But the Yenerians are 
not arrived at this perfection, they are flow in 
Councel, and flow in in execution ; and we fee 
that many times that is taken for wiſdom, and 


as the Romans and Florentines, yer they know 


their own Intereſt, and can manage it as well as 


the beſt. All Treaties and tranſaCtions with them 
are fair and ſmooth ar firſt, but their end 1s not 
always ſo-: as the Comadian faid of the Lacede- 
monians, That they did, like Vintners, bring good 
Wine at firſt, and then daſh it with Vinegar, 
And indeed we ſee men are apt to promiſe any 
thing in danger, and to perform nothing when 
out of. it, according to the Proverb of their 
Countrey, Scampato | pericolo, gabbato il Santo: 
When the danger s paſt , the Saint may go whiſtle. 
Poſſibly Commonwealths are the more inclined 


ro equiyocate and falſify in Treaties, becauſe eve- . 


ry man may hide himſelf in the throng, and can 
be no more diſcovered than the Elements in the 
Body of a. man; a ſhelter which Princes have 
not. To which may be added, that the Yene- 


rians haying no Commerce or Conyerlation _ 
=” 7 or- 


TR 
effect, the Thebans who were dull, and the Spare : 
tans who-underſtood nothing but Obedience, and 


+ caution, which is nothing but heayineſs an 


ifhdence. Japientia 
And though they are not ſo fine and polite vacarerur. 


Ut quod 


"y # 


Ce Ar ed SO b 4b 
- F - vs 
E . 
” p 
. 


| : is, EY : : of ” p FRE ; { "OE fats. w Er SIN NY x A 2 WW . I 
+ "OR" 0 
: A , ws : Lk 
The Govermnent of Yeni 
enee. 


Forreign Embaſſadors, they do not -fear diſco- 
wery from their Companions, nor by conſequence 
the Clamours of Embaſſadors, nor the Malice of 
their Maſters, which is an advantage they haze 
above all other Commonwealths ; And indeed . if 
the Hiſtorians of the Jaſt age do not wrong them, 
their manner of obſerving Treaties with Sixty 
IV. the P:ſans, Hercules d' Eſte Duke of Ferrarg 
and ſome other States, is not much to the com- 
mendation of their fidelity. They are general- 
ly very frank and open in their Countenances; 
gay and complatant outwardly, but cloſe and re- 
ſerved at the heart. This was manifeſt in their 
Carriage to Francis Moroſini; onthe day of his 
entrance into the Procyratorſhip, all the Nobi- 
lity flocked to him in throngs, contending with 
one another who ſhould Carets and flatter him 


* Certant moſt * ; and three Months after, the ſame perſons 


adulatio 
ntibits ce« 


who magnifhed him ſo extravagantly before, 


£ri Mao;. cried out bitterly againſt him, upbrading him 


ftratus. 


for his ConduCt as General, and - promoted his 


Proceſs. with ſuch fury, that one would not haye 


7 4/5um thought ir had been the ſame Senat + , or the 


Creaeres 
Senatum, 
alium po- 


ſame Nobility. And indeed in Yenice any trouble- 
ſom Perſon may raiſe a tempeſt among the, Nor 


» pulum.Ib. bility, among whom every one waits for i 


opportunity till his partner declares, for 'tis the 
uſtom there to follow the motion of other 
People in things where they are unwilling to bf 


+ Proximi reckoned the firſt Author *+ themſelves, 


cujuſque 


audaciam expetantes, mfita mortalibus natura, propere ſequs quo pigfl 
anchoare. Ibid, 


They are accounted Enemies of thoſe whom 
they haye oftended, as if there could be no ſuch 
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thiog as a hearty reconciliation *, and uſually *Propri- +: | © 


fear of revenge begets, perpetual diſtruſt, which /* 24 -- | 
is the ſource of eternal Enmity. 1, pins; 
On the contrary, In Commonywealths good deeds $//4-mf 
or benefits make little impretſion, eſpecially what Agric. 
are received on the publick. ſcore, in which to 
the ordinary Eſtimate in fuch Governments Pri - 
vate Perſons are but little concerned. Revenge 
3s natural to the Climate of J7taly, and there- 
fore it is no wonder if this Stare hath aitorded 
Examples of it as well as others ; and the leſs 
needful to mention any. 
I ſhall only adde by way of advice to thoſe 
who are concerned with the People of theſe 
Parts, That their ſilence 1s much to be appre- 
hended when they are ottended, becauſe their 
Anger is the more irreconcilable, as it is more 
concealed and ſecret-; for they conceal it, to re- 
venge themſelves upon occation with more vio- Quo obſe-- 
lence. Tis to no purpoſe to think to mitigate 7207 z72«, 
them by ſubmiſſion ; their humour perverts all © 01 
applications, and time it ſelf cannot heal / upT,c. ;. 
thc Wounds of an Injury, though ſometimes It Apricoia, 
may moderate the ſmart ; for as the Proverb 
of that Country fays, they keep la AMemoria 
in Cuore. 772 
They vifir one another but ſeldom, even thoſe 
Who are related ; but they meet every day/in 
the Brezlio, where they diſcourſe of their attairs 
publickly before all the World ; by which means 
tis hard for any to Cabal, or Plot againſt the Srate. | 
They ſuffer themſelves to be rarely viſited by 
Strangers, and they think thereby to keep up 
their» Majeſty and Grandeur , 2s alio to avort. 
the expence of their Table; and therefore, 17 
they treat any of their Friends by accident, 'tis 
always our of their Houſes, as if it were 1, 
T _ 


oy wy na _= __ 
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ſet them know at what charge they do ir. ant 
to oblige them to come no more. ; 
They are ſober, whether out- of Conſcience 
or Frugality let others judg, and do eat well 
at a good Meal, when it is - at another man 
coſt. Art the Dwke's four great Feaſts, not one 
man invited will be abſent, no more than the 
Pregadi at the Anniverſary Treat of Cardinal Zell, 
and all is becauſe there is a diſtribution of x 
Dacat a Head. So that Emballadors would al- 
*Scethe Ways have * the Barnabotes at their Tables if 
Remarks. it were lawful to hold Converſation with them, 
In ſhort, Strangers that keep Tables have al- 
ways, as in other Places, ſome of the indigent 
Gentlemen to keep them company, under pre- 
rence of ſhewing the curioſity of thew Town, 
and explaining their- Antiquities, Feaſts, and the 
Myſterious Symbols of Abbot foachin: to be ſeen 
n the Church of St. Mark, which they ſhew 
with moſt 'magniticent Paraphraſes, ( moſt of 
them of their own invention,)_to make the things 
more wonderful, Thus they te!l, us the 
Foundation of their City was laid the fame day 
"the World was Created, that it might appear 
Ars" more auguſt and venerable to Strangers F. Thus 
qa ” /;. they ſhew Relicks and Monuments of feverd 
vinzs, pri- Victories, which many people believe they neyer 
mordia obtained : among the reſt the Canal Orphan, 
Ur'ss 4u#> which they call by that name inſtead of del- Ara, 
| <2 upon prerence of a defeat they gave the Fren 
Livius. there, in which thoſe who were preſent leftal 
+ Aimon. their Children Orphans; though all + Hiſtor- 
= + 0F-ans Ancient and Modern agree that Pepin Ws 
Ann. Re» YiRtor, and received Tribute and Homage of the 
em. Ado./enttians as King of Ttaiy, 
B:ronius 
1-m. 12. Leand. Albert. deſcripe. Ven. 


The 
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The account they give likewiſe of their Vito- 
ry at Sea gained againſt the , Mareſchal Bow- 
ciraut in- the Levant, is of the ſame nature; 
as alſo the ' great advantage that Melchior 
Treviſan got over Charles VIII, at the Battle of 


Fornoxe * ; to which they might have added the * gee the 


_—— 


#75 


defeat of the French at the Battle of Aignadel, Remarks: 


to triumph at leaft over the Credulity of the 
Ignorant. EZ / 

They are much given to their pleaſures ; and 
their Miſtreſles are much more chargeable to 
them than their Wives, whom they ule as their 
Servants. There are a ſort of People among 
them, who make ſo little reckoning, of Marriage, 
that they ſay, 7t is nothing but a civil Ceremony 
that binds the Opinion , but not the Conſcience ; 
and that a Conrteſan that is tobe hired for money, 
is in no worſe condition than a Wife, faving for Po- 
litick reaſons. One thing is ſtrange, and peculi- 
ar to them, and that is, that they frequently 
keep Miſtrefſes in common, viz. two, three; or 
four men to a Mitls, and yet agree very well : 
Nay that which in other places occaſions Quar= 
rels and Murder, is an indearment among them, 
and makes their intimacy the greater. In their 
Amours, they talk freely, and will difcourſe of 
their Alliances, Deſignes, what Perſons they in- 


tend to recommend to ſuch a charge, and who ; 


ſhall be excluded, as the + Germans did of old 


in their Feaſts, F 


De jun« 

ay af 
nitati« 
bus, 3 ad 
iſcendis , 


Principibus ; /de Bello ac Paceg in Conviviis conſultant. 1 Germ- 


But how indifferent ſoever. they are for their 
Wives; they are ſo jealous of them, that in Car- 
beva-rime they dog them wherever they goz 
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ſome have gone fo far as to ſtab them upon 
bare ſuſpition , and have been thought brave 
Gentlemen for their pains. Strangers have fel: 
the Effects of this humour , as Doy Domink 
ade Guſman, Brother to the late Dake de Mx 
ding ae las Torres can teltify, who was Cudgelled 
by the appointment of 7alizs 7«ſtinianm, to 
whoſe Wife he had preſented a Spaniſh Caths 
licon, But they may well be jealous, for x 
wiſe as they are, or think themſelves to be, 
there will be ſtealing into their Quarters, and 
the Sexat muſt keep Guards upon their Ladies, 

* Regim as the * Spartans did upon the Wives of their 

rms Kings, unleſs they can be contented with a Cor 

?phor 1s '3* 

cuſtodiun. Freband Nobility, | 


eur, uts 
provideatur ne ex alio genere Rex clam fiat, quam ex Heraclidis, Plat 


The natural timidity of the Populace is ſuch, 
and renders them 1o Superſtitions , that they 
take many things as Judgments from Heaven, 
that are but Accidents, and perhaps natural e- 
fects. A Fire happening in a Magiſtrates Houſe, 
a Steeple blown down by the Wind, the pittifu 
Prediction of any trifling Aſtrologer, are Sub- 
jets enough to ſet their Brains on work, eſpe 
cially in time of War, when every thing puts 
them into an apprehenſion , and ſtaggers tl 

+In metu Prudence; the, F voice of the Vulgar going # 
conſilia far with them, as the judganent of the 54% 
Prudenti= From whence it happens, ithat upon any WF 
ont Ru. fortune in their Army, inſtead of ſtopping 
mor juxta Courſe, the Remedy is deferred ; and bed 
audiur= they will hazard nothing, they many times of 
eur, Tac. all: Being of the mind of that Roman 


: G 
*3- who never thought of Conquering cil bet 


HY 
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he who would pleaſe the Yenetians muſt do the 
fame. Upon this ſcore it was, that they had a 
greater eſteem for Count Petillan who was flow 


and cautious, and ſeldom to be drawn to a Battle, 
than for Se:gnior 4 Alviano who was always for 
fighting, and held ir as + Cowardly to decline; 


277 
ſecured himſelf againſt 'being Conquered * ; and * Sarss cit 


mncips vis 
toriam 
ratus, ubs 
provſus ne 
VInceres 


tur.Hilt. 2. 


t Cunta- 


as Courageous to attack an Enemy. This con-::5 ſervitis 
ſideration has likewiſe loſt them ſeveral oppor-/tatim ex- 
tunities, of which their Enemies have made good © - 


advantage. So when they recovered Padxa trom 


the Emperour Maximilian, they let Vicenza and . 


Verona eſcape,for not accepting at firſt the of- 
fers which theſe two Towns made them to ſur- 


811M, vis 


doxuiy. An: 
j 


render *, When, not long after, they reduced+ Andr: 


Vicenza, they let Verona lip again z which, as 
Maccenigo confeſſes , was ready to have received 
them. Thus did they ſtand in their own light, 
when they refuſed to joyn with the King of 
Poland, Ladiſlaus IV. againit the Grand Scignior, 
Ammurath IV. from whom they had received ſe- 
veral injuries, and were at that time in danger 
of a War; which War was undertaken and in- 
ferred afterwards by /brahim Brother to the 
faid Amwurath, in Confidence that the Poles be- 
ing offended that the Yenetians had refuſed them, 
would not be tempted to give the Tirks any 
diverſion. 

Tis reported of them, that in the choice of 
their Generals they dilfer from all other Go- 
vernments in Exrope , who generally make choice 
of Commanders that are Valiant and wile ; bur 
when any ſuch happens to be choſen, they ma- 
ny times give them ſuch rubs and mortifications, 
that they are quickly raken down , or elſe re- 
nounce their Command, to ſave their reputation. 
For 'tis ſaid, that the great reaſon why Stran- 
T 3 gers 


Moccen. 
Bell. Ca- 
mdr.1.2. 


' 
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| 


f Facils 
Crvitate 
ad creden- 
az omnia 
4 Nova, cum 
erifſtts 


ſunt. 


' that War, under the penalty of Baniſhment; 
| Which Order, and the Impriſonment of ſome 
; Perſons for the ſame, did bur the more frighten 


Seignior, ſometimes the Grand Vifior was dead, 
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gers are <ntertained in thoſe Commands, is 0n 
to bear the blame, and that all miſcarriages of 
the War may be ſhifted upon them ; which mate 
Cort Pettilano Complain, That the City of Venice 
"15s readier to find fault , than to ſurniſh hin 
with neceſſar:es for their ſervice, &c, To this may 
þe added, That the young Noblemen pur upon 
theſe Generals as Companions, under the Title 
of Proveditors-General, are ſo jealous of their 
Authority, that they do often chooſe rather to 
ruin and fpoil all by following their own heads, 
than to ſucceed never ſo well by the Wiſdom 
and good ConduCt of a Stranger. Pia teſto ( (aid 
one of thoſe Nobles in a Comuncel of War) Vop- 
Lio errare da me, che far bene con il parere degle 
alters : and where this has been their praftice, 
they have thriven accordingly. 

They eaſily believe whatever they deſire, and 
good News, though falſe, is always welcom to 
them ; and therefore they gave more credit to 
the Reports given - out by the Txrks, that they 
would befiege alta, than to their Advice from 
Conſtantinople, to look to the defence of Candia: 
Nay the Senar forbad the Nobility to ſpeak 


the People *, whoare caly to believe any thing 
they apprehend. During the Siege of Candi 
they made them believe lometimes that the Grand 


and: ſometimes that Conſtant inople was revolted, 
Credula ſama inter Gandentes, & incurioſ0, 
For they muſt be flattered in ' their diſtreſies, 
and many times the vanity of their hopes make 
thera negle&t the application of fſeaſonable RE 
medies, 3x"FR2 417 2-2 
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The Miniſters of Princes are always ſuſpeted 
by them, eſpecially if they 'find them /wiſe and 
cloſe, as People harder to -be managed or | de- 
laded than the reſt. At their firit coming, the 
Senat cautes all-their Diſcourſe and all their Attions 
to be ftrictly obſerved, in order to diſcover their 
parts and diſpoſitions; and the better to ſuc- 
ceed in this deſign, they ſound them ſometimes 
by - aftronts otiered -ro their- Retinue; ſometimes 
by cunning and infidious propofitions ; ſometimes 
one way, ſometimes another, and all to perplex 
and experiment his Prudence. 

.hus they tried the Count d' Argenſon, cauſing 
tro Le asxed him at his Entry, whether he 
would be received at the Abby of St. George 
not far from the Town, pretending to ſave him 
the labour .of going ro the Saint Eſprit ®, in re-* An Ab- 
ſpect of the badneſs' of the Weather that day: bey three 
Bir the cunning Embaſlador replied , That + mon 
was not come thither to loſe. any of the Rights , ice, f/ 
or leſſen any thing of the Honours of his Em-wyherette 
baſſage ; and that if he were togo as far as Chi- Embatla- 
0zza, or farther, neither Rain nor Snow Jhould ors from 
hinder him, At the\ beginning of the Preſident = Aran 
de St. Andrew's Embally, four of his Gande-received. 
lieres carrying certain Merchants Goods out of 
the Town in the night, were intercepted by the 
Saffs or Guards at the Town's end, without re- 
gard to their Livery, or the name of their Ma- 
ſter, which they often repeated, though other- 
wiſe there is no place where Embaſladors are 
uſed with more formality than in Yenice : which 
makes wiſemen imagine, it was done by pri- 
vate Orders from the Senat, to take off the mind 
of that Miniſter from enquiring after their at- 
fairs in Candia; (which at that time Were na 
very ill poſture ) by imploying it apout Te- 
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The Government of Penice; 
pairing this affront. And I remember thar being i 
 difconrſe one day with a Gentleman of Parts 
who had much acceſs to the chief Senarors , and 
ſpeaking of that bulineſs, he let fall rhis Expreſſion, © 
after ſeveral other Reaſons that he had given, 
E- forſe che I Senato cos [haben voluto ? And 
who knows 'but the Senat would have it ſo? And 
indeed the little regard the Captain Grand, and 
the Captain of the Coxncil of Ten took of the 
butineſs, makes 1t more than probable ; notwith- 
ſtanding by Decree of the ſaid Cornc:! the Of- 
fenders were put out of their places ze! ſolo dubbiq 
( as the Decree ran) that is, only upon luſpicion, 
to Cajole' the French King, and let him fee how 
tender and ſenfible they were of any injury to 
him, whileſt they themſelves were the Authors 
of it. Bur 'tis not only hard, but unlawful to 


43d;zz; dive too far into the Secrets of Princes *, 


{enfus exquirere, 2!icitum, anceps, Ann. x. 
, | | 


Again, the Yenetians are apt to be jealous of all 
Embaſladors, and to interpret all their Actions 
as Mylteries tending to' Conſpiracy. They de- 
fcant upon his walking abroad upon his ftay- 
Ing at home ; upon his abſence from Chappel, 
upon any word thar falls taddenly from him, 
and a Thouſand other things, from whence they 
make great conjectures, and draw mighty Col- 
tequences of S:ate. One fingle Five la Frant 
by ſome 7raliaz Foot-men in the French Em- 
baſſador's Equipage, as he was going home from 
a Ball at the Secretary of Mantxa's Lodgings, 
was enough to put the whole Town in an up- 
roar, as if it had been a new Conſpiracy 0 
la L24eva, when-as it was indeed nothing but 
rhe HeCtoring of Foot-men in reyenge of all 
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The Government of Venice. 
affront which they had received during the Bal, 
A little journey of that Embaſladors to the Lady 
of Lawretto, Was interpreted a calling back into 
France , and a filent Rupture with that King, 
though the night before his departure, the ſaid 
Embaſſador gave notice of it to the Colledg, And 
whileſt he was abſent all the World could not 
difabuſe them, though otherwiſe they think them- 
ſelves too cunning to be impoſed-upon by any 
other. 

They have a great vanity to be thought good 
Juſticiaries, and to that end, upon Holy-days they 
give publick Audience in the Galleries of St, 
Mark , whilſt the Courts are ſitting , to ſhew 
that no day can hinder them from doing Juſtice, 
and that the Temple thereof is as conſtantly 
open as that of the Romans was of old. Burt 
there are two things generally complained of in 
their Judicature ; One 1s, that few of them are 
verſed in their Laws , and what they do, is only 
in a common road that is beaten by every body 
The other, that upon any Offence they con- 
demn People to the Galleys, as well for trifles 
as for the greateſt Crimes , according to their , 
tereſt, that is, to their Neceſſity for Rowers : 
and this is the reaſon why ſo few People are 
Executed, neither are they more ſcrupulous for 
Baniſhment, and Canfiſcation of Eftates, For there 
needs not much reaſon of Srare againſt thoſe 
who are rich, eſpecially if of the Nobility upon 
the Terra-firma. And I remember when the French 
Embaſſador viſited the Countrey-Houſes betwixt 
Vicenza and Verona, he never enquired for the 
Maſters of the Houſes, leſt they ſhould have been 
anſwered, he is Baniſhed, or Proſcribed. Some 


of them are ſo puffed up with their ge , 
that 


The Government of Veniere. 
thar they think rhemſelyes equal with the grea- 
eft Princes : witneſs that Nobleman who at Pary 
had the Confidence to ſay, he was as pogd 
man as Moyfrenr the Kings - only Brother. &r 
one of in.emment Family, who thought all People 
were to give him place, becauſe he was ; 
Nobleman of Yezice;; which made him be tre. 
ted ſo ill, that he carries the marks theregf 
ro .this day: For which reaſon he refuſed ar 
Embally into Fraxce. 

For their better juſtification they make them- 
ſelves Princes, and will not think themſelve; 
miſtaken, when they find a deſcent of Rowaz 
Conſuls, Kings, and Ermperonrs in their Pedegrees; 
for of all the 7ralians they are the moſt car- 
ried away with Chimera's Concerning their Ex- 
traction. The Contarini deduce themlielves in 
a dire line from Corra Governour , or Count 
Palatin of the Rhine. The Aforoſin: bring their 
Original our of Hzngary from a City of that 
name. The - 7#ſtinian: derive them from the Em- 
perour of that name ; and diſclaim their relation 
to the 7uſtinian; of Genoa, who were Popular 
before the Reformation of that Government, 
The Corzari derive themſelves from the Corneli 
in Rome. The Omzirini claim deſcent from the 
flloftrious Roman Family of the Sx{piriz, and 4s 
ſuch they reckon the . Emperour Galva for one 
of their Anceſtors. The Loredani bring their de- 
ſcent from the Schevole : the Piſani from the 
Piſeſs of Rome, The Venieri, from Falerius El 
perour of Conſftantineple, &c. 

Though all their Nobility. make but one Body, 
yet there is no neceffity they ſhould all have 
the fame principle and humour. The ancient | 
Nobllity haye a ſtrong averſion to the new; 
whom 
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whom they deſpiſe, and on the -other ſide are 
as much hated by them in revenge, The firſt 
deſire War, to have the Honour and Profit of 
'ir, becauſe the chief Commands belong ſolely 
to them: The orher are conſequently for Peace, 
as that which keeps up their Equality, where- 
as War makes their Companions more haughty 
and proud. The Ancient Nobility decline all Em- 
baſſies as chargeable and troubleſom ; the New 
are ambitious of them, as a true way to make 
themſelves known in the World ; aſpiring more- 
over to the Dogeſhip, to Iluſtrate their Families 
by the ſupremacy of that Office, whitit the 
Ancient Nobility reject it as a Clog, and a de- 
gree of Servitude. The Ancient love to have 
their reſidence in Venice, where they heave all 
the great Offices ; the New aftect imployment 
abroad, to rid themielves of the Contemprs and 
Contradiftions of the Ancients, who pervert e- 
very thing they do, and turn it into R:aicale ; 
For in the Provinces where there 1s nothing but 
Subjects, the New Nobility are chief, and muſt 
be honoured as they pleaſe. In a word, whilſt 
theſe are delighted with Equality . which the 
Ancients cannot bear, both partics live in ani- 
moſirty like the Caftclans and Nicolotes among 
the Common People. And perhaps this diviſion 
contributes to the ſafety of the Government , 
the Ancient Nobility and the New watching one 
anothers ACtions perpetually, ſo that neither can 
do amiſs. For which cauſe, whenever the [nqui- 
ſptors of State\, or Council of ten are inquiring 
into the Adminiſtrations of the one, the other 
will be ſire to put to their Shoulder to tumble 
them down: and the Faction of the New were 


yery near ruining General Moroſini when he was 
Ls accuſed 
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The Government of Yenice, 
accuſed by the Avogador Corraro. And n 
theſe advantages the Nobility do frequently ey. 
preſs their private averſions. 

The Nobles of the Colony of Candia are cor. 
temprtible to both ; their hatred is without ary 
other cauſe than an old animoſity which the”; 
netians have retained againlt the Greeks, with 
whom they have had ſeveral Wars : and there- 
fore it is reckoned a great injury to a Noblemy 
of Venice to ſay he is a Greek , and they'l take it 
more kindly to be called by a worſe name. Upon 
this ſcore a Gentleman of the Houſe 6f 
Dandolo thought himſclf highly abuſed in a Health 
which one of the Contarins began to him in 
Candian Wine, with theſe words, Seiguior Dar- 
aolo, Brindeſt in Greco, which the ſaid Dandobo 
rook as a reflexion upon the place of his birth 
And here I] muſt hint by the by , that a Noble 
Venetian does not love Raillcry, and that the me- 
mory of a Jeſt never goes out of their Heads, 
eſpecially if it has any thing in it of truth, In 
my time two of the Illuſtrious Senators, looks 
ing upon one anothers Gloves, one told the 
other , Caro Seignior, 1 voſtri guants hanno le aita 
ben corte, El: mei hanno ben lange. Sir, the Fit- 
gers of your Gloves are very ſhort,' and mine at 
as long. To which the other replicd, And with 
good reaſon Sir, becauſe my Nails are not jo laig 
as your Lordſhips. Mi ſta bene Coſs, per che ua 
ho Fanghie come let, Which words as he thought 
reflefting upon his Extortion , of good Friends 
before, they became immortal and jmplacab 
Euemies. 

- Bur 'ris time now- we turn our Medal , and 
n the Revers give you a view of their Virtues ; 
and Perfections, as a ballance to their Vices fee 
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this T intend as the laſt ſtroke of my Pencil at 
this t1ME. 

The Yenetians are, Grave and Prudent, uni- An Et 
form in their Actions, at leaſt vifibly , conſtant of the Ves 
in their Friendſhips, firm in their Reſolutions , #4#%a% 
becauſe Tong in their Debates, always quiet with- 
our whatever their agitations be within : Patient 
in difficult and tedious affairs, gentle and traftable 
to thoſe who know how to manage them, inſo- 
much that -with little Complaifance they may 
be made very good Friends , efpecially if we- 
have their Government in Admiration, and look 
upon them as Princes. Though at home they 
live frugally and nearly , in thcir forreign Im- 
ployments they are ſplendid enough, and par- 
ticularly in their Embafſies, where they will ſpare 
nothing that is for the ſervice or honour of their 
Countrey, whoſe Face and Authority they may, 7 
be faid to carry along with them ®, derigre 


| | affert fa. 
ciem (© authoritatem Reipublic,g, Ciceral 
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Tis with marvellous eaſe and faciliry that 
they diſcern the Methods of all Courts to which 
they are ſent; and there are but few People 
ſo quick and well diſpoſed for Negotiation ; 
there being ſeldom any thing ſo Knotty and 
intricate, but they will find fome expedient or 
another to weather it. In Paris, they are French, 
at Madrid, Spaziſh, and Natural Dutch at Vienna, 
as if they were born only for that place where 
their Reſidence is appointed, or had ſtiipt 
themſelves of their Countrey-Faſhions, to pur . _* 
on the humonr of Strangers: and therefore they 
ſeldom fail of one thing that is nor eaſily lear- 


ned, and that is of ingratiating with the Prince 
[9 


to whom they are ſent, which a great States: 
man pronounced to be a great ſign of their 


* . . 

EE Wiſdom who can do it *. 
meritum, ; | 

quam gratiam inveniſſe Regnantium. Cafſiodor. 


Though they are naturally ambitious, yet with 
great quietneſs they Jay down the Command 
of their Armies, and return as contentedly tg 
their private affairs, as if they never had had 
the whole Power of their Countrey in their hands, 
or at leaſt were very glad to be diſcharged of 
the burthen. So that we may ſay of the Com- 
muonwealth of Venice, as Theopompas laid of Spar- 
ta, That the great realon why they had laſted 
ſo long under one Government, was their Citi- 
zens knowing ſo well how to obey. They are 

. very ſecret and cloſe, not only in their State- 
affairs, but in every thing wherewirth they are 
intruſted, which they will never diſcover, though 
afterwards they fall out and become Enemies, 
They are People of great Order , Providence, 
and Judgment, and if compared with the reſt 
of the 1ralians, they will be conſiderable as well 
for their | own Virtues as for the Vices of 
their Neighbours. And Laſtly, among(t their 
Moral and Civil qualifications, 'they have much 
of Chriſtianity. The mulcitude and Magnificence 
of their Churches, prove their Piety and Rel 
gion, Whatever their Calumniators ſay to the 
contrary, as that they are generally Marſulians, 
and deny the Immortality of the Soul : but 'tis 
without any reaſon that they aſperſe them, un- 
leſs it be from the defamatory Libels publiſhed 
againſt them by the Court of Rome, whillt they 
were under Pax! V, Excommunication, Their 


Hoſpt- 
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The. Government of Denice. 
Hoſpitals, the- beſt endowed in all 7raly., ſpeak 
their Liberality and Alms, eſpecrlly that which 
they call Za Pzera, in which all expoſed Chil- 
dren are provided for with great Care, 
though ſometimes their number has been ſo 
great as to amount to 6000. In which thing 
they have expreſſed great Gratitude to God, and 
Mercy to Mankind, by ſaving or rather giving 
new life to thouſands of poor innocent Babes, Þs, 
thrown daily by the Courteſans into the Canals 1/4 
of the Town, where without this proviſion they o/ 
would certainly periſh. In.a word the State of 
Venice having had many Friends, and Hiſtorians 
that have wirt their Praiſes more Copioully , 

”- more Elegantly than I, I ſhall add no more 
what I have already faid being in my opinion | 
fully ſufficienr, ' p FT) rydiinns_4 


The Government of Denire; 


_- — - ——— ————— c— 
__ OI OS OO —— ————  —_— 


REMARKS 


/ AX-.F IN 


Certain Words _ . 


AND 


PROPER NAMES ; 


Imployed in this 
H1S/TV OY; 


Have nor put theſe Remarks in the Margin, 
becauſe I muſt have repeated the ſame thing | 
every time the ſame word was mentioned : | 
Beſides the Aargin would not have contained 
all the Paſſages and R-marks, of which ſome are 
long, but very neceſlary for the Illuſtration and 
Clearing of ſeveral obſcure places in this Book. 


Andre Contarini, Dake of Venice, In the Clot- - 
iter of the Anuguſtins in Fence, his Tomb 1s:to 
be ſeen, with his Epitaph in Zarine Verſe, and 
this Inſcription in Proſe, 12 nulla tacebit etas, 
cm Januenſes profligaverims , Clodiamque ( that 


Is Chiozza) receperim, OT 4A mMAXIMIS Pericutts 
Patrian 


1 
* 
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Patriam liberauerim. No Age but will mention 


me, I having defeated the Genoeſes, reduced Clo- 
dia, ( or Chiozza) and delivered my Countrey from 
very great Dangers. 

Andre Strozzi., This Gentleman had ſo ingra- 
tiated with the People of Florexce by ſelling them 
Corn at an under-rate, that one day he afſembled. 
above 
farce the Gates of the Senators Palace , de- 
ſigning by ſeizing upon them to have conſtrained 
them to proclaim him Lord of Florence. Ma- 
chiavel, lib. 2. of his Hiſtory. 

Theſe Largeliles from private Perſons have in 
all Ages and Commonwealths been ſuſpected. Wit- 
neſs Ageſars, who was by the Ephors condem- 
ned in a great fine for having ſent an. Ox-to 
Every Serator : The State of Spart.: apprehending 
Ir an artifice to cajole the Sexate, and debauch 
them by his Bountv. 

Antonio Foſcarini, This Gentleman was of a 
Gentle, Courteous , and Inſinuating diſpoſition ; 
his life was exem; vary, 
Alms, and for that. was bayhly citcemed by the 


People, and adored by the Afonrks, who (elling: 


their Shells to him at a dear rate, cried him up 
every-where for a Saint : by which means he 
became odious, and fſuſpefted by the / Senate, 
vho to compleat his Saintſhip thought nothing 
wantirig to him but the Crown of Martyr- 
dom. 
ntonio Venieri, Duke of Venice, atina 1 
iis Elogy on the faid Duke, tells us he made 
an example of his Son. Brutus (ſays he) Man- 
liuſque Romanz ſcveritatis exempla, in Antonio 
Venerio revixere. ..... Totins Domus , qu unict 
Filii capite nitebatur, ruinam, ſicco ſpectavit oculo, 


LD: in Matrone ſumam ſe imjurium pr ebuer at, gr" 
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4000 men, with whom he marched to. 


a great Jiftriburer of 
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lis mancipatum, 0vigg pudori vittimam adolevit. 
Brutus aud Manltius, two great Examples/ of the 
Roman ſeverity, revived in Antonio Venijeri. ... . 
With dry eyes be beheld the ruin of his whole 
Family, which depended upon the life of his only Son, 
who having offended againſt the Honour of a La- 
dy, was by his order clapped in Chains, and made 
a Sacrifice to the publick diſhononr. 

Ariftocracy , is when the Government reſts in 
the hands of the Principi/ Citizens. There are 
two forts of Ariſtocracies, one where the No- 


are the Governments of Venice, Genoa, and Luca, 
n all which it is ſufficient ro be born a Gentle- 
man to have a ſhare in the Civil Adiminiftration. 
Whereas in the other kind of -Ariſtocracie, all 
Is carried by Election and Merit, as in Lacede- 
mon where nothing but Virtue was regarded, 
Ihe Latine Hiſtorians ſeem to deſcribe theſe rwo 
Ariſtocracies by the Words Primores , and Opt:- 
mates. Primores are the Nobles, and in that fence 
Iacitus tells ns, Eanttas Nationes & Urbes, Po- 
puns, aut Primores, aut ſinguls Regunt. Ann. 4. 
but Optimates implys the Government of Per- 
lons choſen and called to Office upon conlide- 
ration of Merit, without reſpect to their Ex- 
traction. The Senate of Selexcia was compoſed 
of both, as Tacitxs obſerves, Trecent; oprbus aur 
ſapientia delefti ut Senatus : Opibus denoting the 
Rich or Noble, and Sapientia the Worthy, and 

and men of experience. / 
Avogador. 1 do not think fir ro call this Offi- 
cer an Advocat-General , becauſe the name of 
Avogador ſounds well enough ,/ as allo becauſe 
It has a certain propriety in /it, and ought not 
to be changed : Beſides, thoſe who have been 
A Venice; or haye any notion of their Magi- 
| V Z itrites/ 


bility only Govern by right of their Birth,and ſuch 
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ſtrates, will better underſtand the word Avs- 
gador than Advocate-General, which many Peo- 
ple would yake to be different, nor would the 
Arwvogador be known to a Venetian under any other 
Name. 

Bajamont Tiepole, This Gentleman being un- 
able to ſutier the election of Petcr Gradenigne, to 
the rejection of his Father whom the Populace 
had proclaimed Dzke, reſolved, with the 2wirin; 
Badoers, Baroces, and other families diffatished 
with the late Reformation of the Governmen, 
to kill the Dzxke and the Senate. Burt on the 
day appointed for execution of their Deſign there 
aroſe ſo furious a Tempeſt, one would hare 
thought Heaven it ſelf had been angry, and put 
Nature 'in Arms againſt ſo horrid a Plot; for 
the Confpirators being frighted (as is ordinary 
in ſuch undertakings ) fled and diſperſed as: not 
thinking themſelves ſafe in their own Countrey, 
In the KRzalro there 1s itil] to be ſeen the Relicks of 
the Palace belonging to the 2virins, which they 
have now turned into a Shambles. And in St. 
Auguſtins ( which is the Pariſh of Bajamon,, ) 
there is a marble Pillar with an account of the 
Condemnation of that Nobleman inſcribed, whict 
Stigmatizes the Conſpirators with the brand of 
perpetual Infamy. The Sexat every year vilts 
the Church of St. Vito the 15 of une, and the 
Dake treats the Embaſſ.:dors and Senat 1N MEMO} 
of their deliverance. h 

Barnabotes, are the Nobles of the Parith of 
St. Barnaby, which for the greateſt part are t 
digent and poor, ſo that to anger a Noblemi! 
heartily, you nccd no more than to call hl 
Larnabote. 

Bartelmi d' Alviane was General of the Vent- 


tian Infantry at the Battle of Ghiarro df 
WIC 
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where he was taken Priſoner. by Afonfienr de 
Vandeneſſe, Brother to the Aſareſchal de la Pa- 
lipe : he was chief cauſe of the loſs of thar 
Battle by his precipitation, fighting contrary to 
the opinion of the Coxnt de Petilane the Gene- 
raliſſmmo, whole advice was to protradt. Machi- 
avel tpeaking of the ſaid Fight, tells us that the 
Uenetians, Non harianno perſo la Giornata de Vaila, 
ſe fuſinoti ſecondandos-i Franceſi al manco dieci 
Grorni, ma il furore d Alviano, trovo un mas gior 
furore. They had not loſt the Battle of Vaila, had 
they followed the per ſwaſion of the French/ and pro- 
tracted but ten days. But Alviane's heat was over- 
matched by a greater, But afterwards he reco- 
vered his Honour at the Battle of /Afarignar , 
where he did very good ſervice for Francis |. 
who in recompence permitted him to bear in 
his Efcutcheon the Armes of Fraxce. | 

Battel de Vaila., Hiſtorians call this Battle by 
{eyeral names : ſome call jt the Battle of GHrarra 
d' Adda, others of Caravas, others of Ainadel, 
and others of R:volro or Ripalto; but tis the 
ſame Battle called by the names of ſeveral /pla- 
ces adjacent in the ſame Canton. Areſta fu (lays 
Guichardin lib, 8.) 1: Giornata {amoſa ds Ghuarra 
d'Adda O come altri {t Chiamano, di Vaila, farta it 
14 ai Magg1o, \. oo. JI Renads it al ſeguente 4 
Carravagio, e batte con | Artiglieria la Fortezz4, 
la quale in ſpatio d'un di ſe dette libr amente. 
This was { Guichard. 1. 8.) rh: famons Battle of 
Ghiarra d'Adda, or as ſome others will have :t, 
the Battle of Vaila, fought the 14 of May,.---- 
The next day the King remov:d to Caravagg1o 4 
and battered the Caſtle with his Canmon in ſic 
manner, that in a days time it ſurrendered. And 
this gave occaſion to confound the Battle of /"a:/z, 
with the taking of Caravas, which happened but 
the day after, V 3 LEANGET 
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Leander Albertus in his deſcription of-Venics 
has theſe words, Omnes prope modum Orbis Chy j- 
ftiams Principes ſocietgtem contraxerant adverſu 
Venetos, qmos cum Ludovicus XII. memyrabil;: 
apud Ripaltam pugna cecidiſſer , Imperium eorum 
exuere Bergamum, Brixia, Cremona, Verona, Vi- 
centia, Patavium, &c. Moſt of the Chriſtian Prin- 
ces of the World confederated againſt the V enetians, 
who being beaten by Lewis XLI. in the memorabl: 
Fight at Ripalta, the Towns Bergamo , Breſha , 
Cremona, Verona, Vicentia, aud Padua, revolted 
Cardinal Contarini if his lib. F. of that Common- 
wealth has thele, Cm onmes Chriſtiani Principes 
conſftraſſent in perniciem & exitium nomins \e- 
netl, fnuſuſque noſter exercitus furſſet a Tudovico 
Galloram Rege j#xta Callanum oppidum agri Cre- 
monenſis. When all the Princes of Chriſtendom 
conſpired the ruine and deſtrattion of the Veneti- 
ans, and orr Army was defeated by Lewis King 
of France, i the Territory of Cremona. 

Machigve!, lib. 3. of his Diſcourſes c. 31. fays, 

ſpeaking of the LV enetians, D.: poi cle hebbero Kild 
12a Yotta a Valla dal Ke ai Francia, Pcrderon 
wutto lo ſtato loro. After the Venetians were de- 
feated at Vaila, by the King of France, they bf 
moſt of their Government. And again 116. del Princt, 
C. 12. Come imtervenne dipoi a Vaila, dove in una 
Grornata perderono quello che in Otto Cento anm 
Con tante fatiche averano acquijtatato. As it hap- 
penca afterwards at Vaila, where in one day tht) 
loſt what in Eight hundr:d years they had gained 
with ſo much difficulty and trouble. 

Alonſieur Bayard, C. 29 of his Hiſtory ſpeaks of 
this Battle, as fought 14 AZazi,1509,in the Village 
of Aigzade! two days atter the taking of the Town 
of K:volto, by all which it appears that thoſe were 
not differen Battles as ſome Pcople _—_ _ 
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Battail de Fornove. Guichardin 16, 2, of his_ 
Hiſtory ſpeaks thus of this Battle, In modo i For- 
Larono i Venetiani a attribuarſi queſt a Gloria, che 
per Conmmandemento publico ſine fice p:r tutto do- 
minio loro, fuochi, & altri ſegni dallegrez24a. Ne 
ſegnit arono nel tempo avenire pre neglgemente Fe- 
ſempio Peblico, s Privats, per che nel ſepolera a 
Marchione Triviſano nella chiceſa de Frati Minors 
farono [critte queſte parole, Che ſu Ufiume del Taro 
Combatte con Carlo Re di Francio proſperamente. 
And in his Ep:taph are theſe words, Melchior 
Trivifano , q#z cam Carolo Franc. Rege ad Tarrum 
proſpere conflixit. Er Nondimeno, ({ays th&ſame 
Author ) i Conſentimente Univerſale aggudico la 
Palma a Franchef1, perche ſcacciarono gl [nimici dal 
fume, & per che reſto loro libero il paſſare innant, che 
era la coxtentione per la quale procedus era ls Combat=- 
tere, So careful were the Venetians to appropriate to 
 themſelvss the Honour of that day, that by pub- 
lick Command Bonefires were made, and other ex- 
preſſwons of Joy. Nor afterwards were particular 
perſons leſs diligent in following the Example /of 
the Publick, for on the Tomb of the Marquits 
Treviſan 4#n the Chappel of the Minor Friars, 
were written theſe woras, Ws PIR the River Faro 
fought ſuccesfully againſt the King of France. And 
upon his Ep:iraph, Melchior Trevitan , who beat 
th: King of France's Army near the Taro. Ne- 
vertheleſs ( fays the ſame Author) Univerſal con- 
ſent gave the Viftory to the French, becauſe they 
forced the Enemy from the River, and opened their 
Paſſage ,” which was the great end of their 

bring, And thus the Yenctians flatter then! 
tclves by robbing their Enemies of their jui? 1c 
putatioa, Wh 
F. Benoiſt General of the Coraeliers. | Fra. 0 * 
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The Government of Venice, 
lo ſupplico, ſtando ſempre Z enochiado, che gli pic 
ceſſe in opere di miſericordia 'per ſua Benigmta , 
voler far pace col Commun di Venetia , © ſomil- 
mente in dur Genoveli, 7 il Seignior di Padoa, 
cor il Patriarch del Friul in Pace con loro, accis 
che le Sangue de Chriſtians non i ſpandi ag fin 
. . =) 
wngendo, Not fiamo pronti de far quello che wi 
volerte. To which the King of Hrrgary Replied, 
Cariſſime Domine, fo non intendo at far Pace con 
Venetiani, ſe non prima laſciano quello che devono 
laſciare de Raiſon. Frier Bennet addreſſed him- 
ſelf ro the King of Hungary, and with great de- 
wotion upon his Knees begged of him, that in 
his Princely Benignity and Compaſſion he would 
pleaſe to be Reconciled to the Venetians, and be 
znſtrumental in making their Peace with the Ge- 
noefes, the Patriarch of Friul, and the Lord of 
Padua , whereby much Chriſtian Blood would be 
ſpared ; ( adding theſe words) and we are ready 
with chearfulneſs to receive your Commanas. 
The King of Hungary replied, My Reſolution is 
never to come to Terms with the Venetians, till 


they reſtore what in reaſon they are bound, This. 


I took out of an old Manuſcript lent me in Ye- 
nice. 

Bouches Onvertes, are the Marble heads about 
the Galleries of St. Mark, whoſe mouths are 
made- open to receive the Billets and Memort- 
als of Accuſers. They call this Denxncie Secrete, 
or the Secret Diſcovery, and there is one for 
every Crime. 

Boxcicault, The Venetians having advice that 
the Afareſchal ds Boucicault Governour of Genoa 
had taken the Town of Barut in Syria, not- 
withſtanding by private intelligence they were 
allured he was marched againſt the Saracens , 
they attended till he came back, and gave! __ 
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The Government of Venice. 
Battle betwixt the Ifles of Sapienza and odon, 
pretending that when they ſacked Barn , the 
French and the Genoeſes had plundered the Ma- 
gazines of the Yenetians. However he fought 
them with Eleven pitriful Galleys, though they 
were more than Thirty : after which Charles Zen 
their General having boaſted of this Victory, 
the Mareſchal gave him the lye in a Letter, 
and challenged -D#ke Michael Sten, and the Ge- 
neral, but they were too wiſe to fight with him 
twice. Hiſt. de Mar. de Boxcicault. 1404. 

Broglio, is a cloſe Alley in the Palace of Sr. 
Mark where the Nobles meet to make their 
Parties, and therefore it is called Far Brog- 
lio. 

Bucentanre, is a kind of Galion in which the. 
Senate of Yenice paſs when they go to marry the 
Sea, 

Carmignole. The Yenetians accuſed him of In- 
telligence with» the Dake of Milan, and of be- 
traying the Publick Cauſe at the Siege of Cre- 
mona , Where-as they pretend he ſutiered him- 
(elf to be beaten : but 'twas but a Germas trick, 
becauſe they had no mind to keep him any lon- 
ger, and yet feared to diſmiſs him leſt he ſhould 
take Arms with the Enemy. JMachiavel In c 12, 
of his Prince, ſpeaks,of him thus, Fetmrtolo Fir- 
tuoſilſimo, battuto che hebbero ſotto Lſuo Governa 
il Duca di Milano, e cognoſcendo dall altera parte 
come Egli era freddo nella Ouerra, giudicorono neon 
potere wvincere pin con th, perche uo voleva;z ue 
poteano licentiarto, per non perdere ci0 che avevauo 
acquiſtato. Onde che furono neceſſutati per aſſicurarſs, 
dammatetarlo, Finding him a great General, 1; 
der whoſe condut} they had overcoms the - Duke of 
Milan ; bzt finding him afterwards cool, . aud not 


proſecuting the War with his former vigor , they 
CoNt- 
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concluded nothing more was to be done by him, be. 
cauſe he himſelf had no mind to it, nor aurſt. the 
venture to Caſhier him, leſt they ſhould loſe what 
they had got : whereupon as the only means to ſe- 
cure themſelves, they were forced to make him ' awa, 
However after they had cauſed him to be killed 
they made a ſolemn and magnificent Funeral for 
him, and Buried. him in the great Church of the 
Coraelicrs 

Caſe Vecchie, are the ancient Families in Venice, 
who if we may believe themſelves, flouriſhed 


before the very foundation of their State , 


whoſe firſt Magiſtracy was executed by them. 
The Families are the Badvers, the Bragadins, the 
Cont arins, the Cornari, the Danaoles, the Falier, 
the Gradenignes, the fuſtinians, the Memmes, cal- 
led formerly Aſonegares, the Aichiels, the Mo- 
roſins, the Sannntes or Canadians, and the Trepoles, 
There are other Families pur in the rank of the 
Caſe Vecchi, becauſe they follow them next, as 
the Belegnies, the Deifizs, who reckon them- 
{elves a branch of the Gradenrignes ; the Dnirins, 
the Sagredes, the Sorances, and the Zens,or Zenon, 
Chevalier, or as they will have it Cavalzert, Is 

a Title proper to ſuch Moblemen as have been 
Embaſtadors with Kings, from whom they re- 
ceive a Chain and this Honour at their Audi- 
ence of Corge. I fay with Kings, becauſe Em- 
baſſadors to Dxhe-s have not that Prerogative, 
Theſe Chevaliers in the Town wear a Black Stole 
edged with a Gold Galvon ; they have a Girdle 
about their Waſts, with gilt Buckles. Upon any 
great Ceremony their Stole is of Cloth of Gold, 
from whence they are called Chevalteri deli 
Stolo dOro : and their quality is expreſſed 10 
all Publick Atts by putting a X after their names, 
as Andrea Contareno, K. | 
Chriſtofle Myre, In the year 1469, this D#& 
arſh- 
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The Gvernment of Venice. 

arriving at Ancona, Pope Pins II. ſent five Car- 
ainals three miles into the Sea to meet and re- 
ceive him. The Popes Galleys ſtrook when they 
approached the Yerer:au Squadron; and faluted 
them with ſeveral peeces of Cannon. The Dake 
was complemented in the name of the Pope, and 
harangued by the Magiſtrates of rhe Town, where 
Bonefires were made in all the Publick Places. 
The ſame Night which was the 12th of Angaſt 
the Pope died, and the 15th of the fame Month 
the Dxke introduced by two Cardinals, and at- 
tended by two more, was carried to Audience 
in the Sacred Colledg, where he took his place 
next *to the Dean which is the -uſual Place for 
Kings. Relat. 2M. S. delP andata del Doge Chr. 
Moro, in Ancona. 

Colonnes de la Palace S. Marc. are two great 
Pillars of Marble, betwixt which their Criminals 
are Executed ; from hence comes their Proverb, 
Guardarti dall' inter Columnio, The Nobles are 
ſo ſuperſtitious in this point, that for a World 
they would not paſs betwixt thoſe Pillars, be- 
lieving if they did, they {ſhould certainly die 
there; and this Whimſey of theirs is grounded 
upon whar happened in that cafe ro Duke Ma- 
rin Falier, who coming to Yenice after his E- 
letion becauſe the Waters were high, not being 
able to paſs under the Pont au Canal de S. Marc, 
he Landed betwixt thoſe two 'Colwmnes, and came 
afterwards to be unfortunate; but though it might 
be a preſage, it could not be "the caule of his 
misfortunes. 

Corne Ducale, is a Bonnet with a point roun- 
ded behind : Sanſovin gives the reaſon why the 
Dwke pulls it not off, in theſe rermes, £4 Re- 
publica { ſays he) AMoſtra con queſto , che e Pau- 
torita del Doge lmitata, & che non puo d:(po- 


mere del dominia a ſuo piacere, Ty Commonwealth 
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intimates thereby, that the Doges Authority is li- 
mited, and that he cannot diſpoſe of it as he plea- 
fer. 

Democracie, 1s a Popular Government,as in Hol- 
land, and Swizzerland, There is a ſort of De- 
mocracie Called Ochlocratie, when the meaner fort 
of People have more Power than the ſibſtantia) 
Citizens. The Government of Venice under their 
Conſals and Tribanes, Was rather an Ochlocratie 
than a Democratic, becauſe the Populace had the 
greateſt ſhare in it: and from thence proceeded 
all thoſe diſorders and alrercations in their AL 
ſemblies, in which _ times after they had 
baul'd and hntted a good while one againit ano- 
ther, they fell at length ro Cutts, a common thing 
among thoſe kind of People ; ſo that it might 
rather have been called Chrocratze, all things be- 
ing managed by Violence and Tumuſlt. Bur from 
the Election of Duke Sebaſtian Zan, to the 
Dukeſhip of Peter Gradenigne the Government of 
Venice was Democratical, with a mixture of Ock- 
focratie ; for the Mechanicks had part in it, as 
appears by the ſpeech of arc. 24:rin ſpeaking 
to Duke Gradenigne, Where he has thele words, 
Dueſto rg nya da Spirito Diabolico, ha to-git 
ſerrar el Maxtor Conſiglio, e privar qualunque bou 
Citadin de poter pervenir alla prerogativa de Ne- 
bile Veneto ; donde che. Convien ſeguir un peſſumo 
fatto, che cofs come tutti li Cittadini, Grands , Me- 
diocri, © Tafimi ſono ſtate ſempre prontiſſims at 
metter la vita per [x4 Republica noſtra, coſs eſ- 
ſends ſtati eſcluſi, [evedera in loro male contentez24, 
Gre. ' This devil;ſh Spirit has prevailed ſo far, as 
ro ſhut up the Grand Council, and deprive the 
ſubſtantial Citizens of Capacity to arrive 4 
the Prerogative of Noble Venetians ; 4 thing of 
very il conſequence, for by this means the Grew, 
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the Aiddle ſort, and the Populace , all of them 
ready to lay down their lives for our Country, 
find,ng themfclves excluded, nothing but diſ[atisfattion 
and diſcontent will be found in them. By Grands 
he means the Nobles, by Medioeri the Citizens, 
and by /nf:mi the Populace. - In my judgment it 
is clear, but if any defires to be ſatisfied fur- 
ther, let them read 5 Chap. au ſquitinss della li- 
berta Venetia ; out of which I haye taken thoſe 
words, 

Doria, General for the Genoeſes, The M.S. 
Hiſtory of Venice that I quoted before, gives us 
an Anſwer of this General's to a Secretary of 
Venice in theſe terms ; fo non ſon ſtato mandato 
qui ail mio Commun per aver ai voi ne del vo- 
ſtro Commun Miſericordia alcuna; Anz jo ho 
Commiſſun da Duello, deprivarvs del tutto della 
voſtra Citta, come ho fatto de " queſta ( meaning 
the Town of Chiozza) e con pin ſtrage, non per- 
donando ad alcun de woi la vita, di tal mods che 
mai pin per alcuno tempo queſto nome Venetian 
ffa per alcumna banda viſto ne mentionato. Pero ri- 
tornate a Venetia con fs voſtri Prigions ( for the 
Venetian Envoy had brought. him fix or ſever 
Priſoners from the Senat) che jo non ti woglio, 
perche non paſſera treppi Giorni che noi veniremo 
in Venetia, e queſt; e d'altri a mal woſtro grade 
traremo fuor di Prigion, © Cofs detto voltoli te ſpalle. 
I am not ſent hither to have Compaſſion either of 

ou, or your Government : My Commiſſion is rather 
to aiſpojſeſs you of your own City as 1 have done 
of this, and with F4 much ſeverity am I to pro- 
ceed againſt you, that I am neither to ſpare any 
of your lives, nor to ſuffer the very name of Venice 
to be mentioned hereafter - Return therefore with 
Jour Priſoners ( for the Senat of Venice had ſent 


him nx or ltcyen Priſoners) { wiz bave nene Of 
zhem, 
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themy being reſolved ere many days paſs, to be jj 
Venice my ſelf, and in ſpight of Jour teeth to de- 
liver them, and all the reſt that are there ; and 
having ſaid ſo, he turned his back upon him and 
departed. This Antiver gives us to underſtand 
the greatneſs of the Animoſity betwixt the Ye- 
netians and Genoeſes, and the hopes the Genoeſes 
had to have been Maſters of Venice in few days, 
as doubtleſs they would have been, had not Ge- 
neral Doria been {lain at the Battle of Chiozza, 
which put a new face upon their Atfairs. 

The Name of Doria has been always fatal 
to the Yenerians. In the year 1284, Hubert Do- 
7ia defeated their Fleet, and took their General 
Moreſini Priſoner, with all the moſt conſiderable 
Nobility of Piſa. In the year 1298, Lamba Doria 
having found their Fleet at Cyxrzole in Dalma- 
7:4, 'burned 67 Galleys,. took 8, and 7000 Pri- 
ſoners with their General Dandolo. Pagan Doria 
obtained great Victories oyer them, one 1352, 
near Conſtantinople, where he took 48 of the 89 
Galleys that made up their Fleet : and the other 
defeat he gave them was 1354 near the Ifland 
Sapienza, in which he rook and carried off with 
him 36 Galleys, their General , and gooo 
Priſoners. In 1379 L«cian Doria gained the Battle 
of Pola in 1ſtria againſt YViftor Piſani the Yene- 
tian General, taking from him 15 Galleys and 
2400 Priſoners. Not long after , this Victory 
was followed by another, that is, by the taking 
of the Cities of Carolo, Grada, and Chiozza by 
Peter Doria, of whom I have ſpoken before. 
And laſt of all, Andreas Doria General of the 
Emperoars Galleys made it appear, that he inhe- 
rited the indignation of his Anceſtors and Coun- 
trey-men, not being to be perſivaded to ingage at 
F erveſo in the Archipelago againſt Parbaroſſa , 
though! 
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though earneſtly tempted by the Popes General, 
and the Yeretian General Vincent Capet had 0- 
pened a way to the Victory, by already finking 
ſeveral of the Tarkiſh Galleys, fo that the croſneſs 
and averſion of Dorta truſtrated- the deſigns of 
the League, and loſt them a fair opportunity of 
vanquiſhing thoſe Infidels. 

Dragon Borgueſe, Pope Paul V. being of the 
Houſe of Borgxzfſe, bore Azaxre, a Dragon Or, 
with an Eagle Sables in chief. - 

Ducales, fo they call all the Letters Patents 
of the Senar, becauſe they always begin with the 
Dukes name in this form, MV... .. Dei Gratia, 
Dax Venetiarum, &c. Vniverſss & ſmngulis Retto- 
ribus © Repreſent antibus noſtris quibuſcunque dulettss 
ſalmtem & dilettionis affettum : and then all the 
reſt is in /taliar. to the Date, which is com- 
monly in Latin. Datam in noſtro Ducali, die, GC. 
The Superſcription of the Dxcals directed to the 
Provincial Magiſtrates is likewiſe Latin , in theſe 
words, Nobits & ſaprenti viro N...., Prators 
Noſtro Cariſſimo, 

. Eloge of the Yenetians in the Royal Hall of 
the Vatican : it runs thus, Alexander Papa III Fre- 
derici Imper. iram I impetum , ſugiens abdiait 
ſe Veneriis. Cognitzm, © a Senatu perhonorifice 
ſuſceptum, Ottone 1mp. Filio Navali prelio 4 Ve- 
netis vitto, Captoque, Fredericus, Pace fatta ſup- 
plex adorat, fidem & obedientiam pollicitus.. Ita 
Pontifici ſua dignitas  Venete Reip. beneficio re- 
ſtituta, Pope Alexander fly:ng from the force and 
maignation of the Emperour Frederick IIL abſcon- 
ded in Venice ; being diſcovered and treated ho- 
norably by the Senat, upon 4 Victory obtained by the 
Venetians at Sea, in which Otho the Emperours 
903 Was overcome ana taken Priſoner, Frederick 


Was not only forced to a Peace, but upon bis Knees 
pro- 
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promiſed obedience and fidelity ro his Holineſs for 
the future, ſo that the Pope was reſtored to hi; 
dignity, by the Beneficence and Generoſity of the Ve- 
netian Commonwealth, Anno 1577. Cardinal 
Baronius in his 12 Tome would, periwade us, that 
the Reſtitution of Alexander III. by the Venetian 
was a Fable. Urban VL was of the fame opi- 
nion, or at Jeaſt pretended to be ſo, when 
he cauſed the fame Elogy ro be expunged, which 
expunction was the more offenfive to the Ye- 
netians, becauſe It was a ſtep towards the re- 


moving them out of the faid Sale Royale, as they 


had removed the Elogy : For If Alexander ll. 
had not been reſtored by them, by conſequence 
it would follow the Title by which the Srare of 
Yemce injoyed all its Royal Preheminences was 
falſe, and the Pope might degrade ir from the 
rank it held among the Crowns. The Procura- 
tor Nan: in his Hiltory of Yenice, lib. 10. lays, 
AlF auviſo che ni -pervenne in Venetia, farono gle 
animi indicibilmente Cominc(, e nelle conſulte at 
Senatori fi ponderava con gravi rifleſſe. . . . Aleun 
ſe dolevano che denegaſſe Urbano di KRiconoſcere 
guel merito della Republica alla quale ; ſuoi Pre- 
decefſori non avevano ſdegnato di confeſſarſi tenati 
FE Age Confeſſrvano tutti nou poter pix 1a Repub- 
lica inviar Ambaſciatori a venerare 1m qaella ſala, 
vicario di Chriſto, fin tanto che reſtaſſero ſoſpeſe, t 
fipro drri condannate le di Lei piu illuſtre Memari. 
Upon the news of it at Venice it is not ro be ex- 
preſſed how much their minds were diſturbed, aud 
in the Senat it was highly: reſented, . .. . Some cot- 
plained wery ſharply thar Urban ſhould refuſe 10 
own that Service, which his Predeceſſors had Wt 
diſdamed to confeſs. ... ». Others declared the Coll 
monwealth coxld not with hononr ſend Embaſſados 


to pay their reverence to Chriſt's Viccar Y 
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Hall, whilſt their merits were ſ:ſpeted, aud the 
memory of them condemned. 

E'pee, is the Sword carried in their Ceremo- 
nies before the Serat ; the Nobleman who car= 
ries it, is always on® of thoſe who are tamed ro 
g0 4s Rettors into the Provinces. 

Francis Carraro Was a great Lord, who being 
brought Priſoner to Yenice, threw himſelf at the 
Doges Feet, and begged his Pardon in theſe words, 
Peccavs Domine, miſerere mei, I have offena'd, 
Sir, I beſeech you forarve me. But the YVenetians 
being never excellent at forgiving, the Deke 
returned him /this Anſwer, o: trovarcte dz nes 
quella miſeriyordia che Iz tradimenti Ee [celerita 
voſtre meritano. We will ſ-crp you ſuch Atercy as 
your treaſons and wich: dicſs aeferves:; and then 
reproached him by the henefirs his Family had 
r=ceived from the YVenetiaus. To which Carraro 
only replied, Non/e lecito il ſ-rv9 re ſpondere al 
ſuo Seigniore.” It is not lawf.l for a Servant to 
reply upon his Maſter. Hilt. M. S. de Yen. The 
Venetians had given to his Father the Seignmory 
of Paara after they had driven out ther Sergnrors 
Albevin, and AA aſtin ac } Eſcale. In the year 
1404, Francis uſurped the Principality Of Verous 
trom Guillaume de 3 Eſcale, who poiloned him, 
of which the Senat of YVerice took advantage , 
and his Crime having made him odious to all 
people, they made that a prerence to invade 
him, and take away his Territories. This Noble- 
man Francis Corraro had Put himſelf under the 
ProteCtion of Fraxce, and done Homage to that 
King for the Towns of P:d4ya and Verona, to the 
AM areſchal de Boticicault at Orenea, which extream- 
I” incenſed the Yenetians avainſt him. 
Franciſco Folcaro Dzke of JP RICE, his pita; [1 


deſcribes him ſpeaking in thete terms, 5Cp472 
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Cives Franciſci Foſcari veſty; Dacis emaginem, |; © 
Maxima Bella pro teſtra ſalute & dignitate, Terrg 
Marique per annos pluſquam triginta geſſi, ſumma 
felicitate confeci. Labantem ſuffulj: Italiz libertatem: 
Brixiam.-Bergamum, Ravennam, Cremam, 1mperja 
adjunxi veſtro, &c. Accept good Citizens, this My- 
nament of the General Franciſco Foſcari. .. , Great 
Wars for your ſafety and honour, both at Land and Sea 
for above thirty years I not only managed, but finiſhed 
with ſucceſs. Your tottering Liberty I ſuſtained, and 
added to your Empire Brellia, Bergamo, Ravenna, 
Crema, &c. Yer all theſe Services and great 
Actions did not hinder the Yenetians from depo- 
ling him, and putting another in his place before 
he died, of which he was too paſſionatly ſenſible 
co live many days after : 1o that his Funeral had 
this extraordinary, to be honoured with the pre- 
tence of another D-ke, a thing ſeldom known in 
Venice. 

Franciſco Moroſim was acculed by the Ave 
gader Antomo Corraro of having ſurrendered Cut 
dia without Order from the Sexat, and of ha- 
ving made a diſhonourable Peace that he called 
In his ſpeech Pace moſtruoſa conclaſa ſent antori- 
ta, ſentita con amareZ&a, Pace ſenza cantare, IC 
Deum. An abominable Peace, concluded without 
Anthority, amd received withont foy: a Peace un- 
capable of a Te Deum. By virtue of which the 
laid Avogador moved that he might be ſuſpen- 
ded from the Procuratorſhip till he had cleared 
himſelf of his Charge. But oroſin; was defen- 
ded by the Chevalier fohn Sagreai, and the Se- 
nator Michael Foſcharini, Sagrede in an Oration 


in his behalf, faid, That Corraro imitated the / 


Gentiles , who Sacrificed to their Gods innocent 
Vittims for the Graces they received from them , 


for beirg honoured with the Office of an Avogador, 
| he, 
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he, in acknowledgment, would Sacrifice an innocent 
Citizen, who with his Sword in hu hand had de- 
ſended his Country for the ſpace of 26 years, That 
it was hard to ſuſpend him his Procuratorſhi 

now, after he had poſſeſſed it peaceably 14 Months. 
That he ſhould have oppoſed himſelf againſt the re- 
ſolution of the Grand-Council when it was gruen 
him ; But having conſented then to his elettion , 
it was unjuſt to diſpoſſeſs him now, before {* was 
convitted a Criminal. Concluding with the Ex- 
ample of the Fews, who never medled with the 
Garment of feſus Chriſt vill after he was Cru- 
cited. Els Ebrer (aid he ) wolſero ſerbare gls 
ordint della giuſtitia ; Lo condy/ſero inanti a Gru- 
aici, lo preſentacono a Caifus & a Pilato; e vero 
che lo ſpoglianno della Veſte, e ſe la diviſero , ma 
non gliela levarono, ſi non doppo Crocefiſſe. The 
Jews obſerving the due methoas of fuſtice, carried 
him into the ; Fr arts Hall, preſented him before 
Caiphas and Pilat, and though they ſtripped him, 
and divided his Garment, they did nat do it tils 
after he was Crucified. Corraro replying in the 
next Coxnſ;l, flew out into ſuch inveCtives againſt 
Sagredi, that he called him Poiſoned-rongue, tel- 
ling him he was like the Roman Orator who was 
eſteemed ntore Eloquent than Honeſt, Proſperiore 
Eloquentie quam Morum fama. Tac. Ann. 4. which 
had like to have put all the great Families into 
Parties, and the whole Commonwealth into a flame, 
had not the Senar with great dexterity nipt their 
Animoſity ia the Bud, by Commanding the Avo- 
gador to deſiſt in his Proſecution. For there 1s 
nothing the Senat fears more than diſlenſion a- 
mong the Nobllity,as being perſivaded the Neigh- 
bouring Princes. would propagate it with deſign 
| f9 oppreſs both' 72rties in the concluſion,” 2* 
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happened to the Selexcians and the Rhodians, Us; 
aiſſenſore (lays Tacitus) accitus in partem, adurſus 
omnes valeſcit. Beſides this, there is an examyle 
of the Yeronozs, now ſubject to the Yenerian, who 
loſt their liberty by a Quarrel betwixt the Mor- 
ticols, and the Creſcences, who were Gibilne; 
and againit S. Boniface who was a Gelfer 

Ghiarra a Adda is a Country in Milan, be- 
twixt the Rivers Aada and Serio, and the Moun- 
tains of Bergamo. Paul Merula calls it Irſuly 
Fulcheria, becauſe it reſembles an Iſle. It was 
delivered to the Yenetians upon a League into 
which they centred againſt Zew« XII. 

Gradiſque 1s a place of importance in Sclave- 
nia, that was for ſome time in poſlefſion of the 
Veretians, but ſince returned to the Emperour, 
the Yenetians have oft attempted to retake 1t, 
upon pretence of driving the Corſazrs out of the 
Gulf. 

[nterdicls de Venice. The Commonwealth of 
Venice has been five times [ut erdifted, Firit upon 
ſcore of the Church of St. G:mzinian , which they 
had pulled down without the Popzs permilſion, 
to inlarge the Place Saint Aſarc, I couid not” 
underſtand the preciſe time, but 'tis certain for 
that reaſon the Senar goes every year the next 
Sunday after Eaſter to viſit the ſaid Church,which 
they have rebuilt at the end of the Palace, re- 
newing every time their promiſe to rebuild It 8 
the ancient place, bur thar is only a formality. 

Their next Excommunication was for Invading 
Ferrara, which Pope Clement V. would have had ; 
and to take off this Excemmrunication, Fran 
Dandcl: the Venctian Emballador, threw himſelf 
at the Popes Feet, loaden with Chains ang Irons 
like a Thief and a Slave, by which means Ie 
prevall 


The Government of Venice. ' \ 
prevailed for their AbſoJution. This ſhews how 
much they formerly apprehended the cenſures 
of the Church. But'the Yenerians now-a-days 
are not ſo tender, ſince they have conſidered 
that the Popes make uſe of their Spiritual Arms 
upon Temporal occaſions, a thing that of late 
years have rendered their cenſures very /con- 
remptible. Hes pena, ex quo Romani Pontifices 
dirarum prodig: fuere, minus virium habuit, Pap. 
Maſſon. Beſides the Yenetian is now better in- 
ſtructed in the force .of the-Eccleſiaſtical Laws, 
and of the independance of the Temporal 
Power. 

Their third Excommunicarion was by Sixtrs IV, 
who grown jealous of their proceedings, was 
forced to Excommunicate them, and joyn with 
the other Princes of 7raly, tro make them give 
over the Slege of Ferrara. 

zulins Il, Excommunicated them the fourth 
time to compel them to the reſtitution of &K- 
mini and Faenza to the Church, and it antiwered 
his deſign. | 

Their laſt Excommunication was by Paul V. in 
the year 1605, upon the Impriſonment of two 
Eccleſiaſticks, and for ſome Edits of their Se- 
nat, Wkich he pretended were contrary to the 
liberty and immunities of the Church; bur it 
was done with ſo little ſucceſs and ſatisfaction, 
that ſince that time the Popes have been very 
cautions of renewing thoſe kind of quarrels , 
as ſerving only to inſenſe the Princes againſt 
them, and leflen their Veneration for the Caurt 
of Rome. 

Lion Venetien, Venice bears Azanre, a Lon ſe- 
dant aile d'Or, holding an open Book Argent 
in his Foot, the Lion is Sedant , to ſhew the 

= g Vene- 
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Venetians are peaceable and deliberative, fittig» 
being the poſture of Men in Cowncil, as alſo to 
ſignify they know how to prevail by addreſs and 
cunning, as well as Fighting, like the Roman, 
of whom it was ſaid, Komanus ſedendo vincit, It 
has. Wings, to imitate its promptitude and res- 
dineſs to execute what is maturely deliberated, 
Upon diſcourſe about the Wings of the Lion, 
an Embaſlador from the Emperour asked Wher: 
thoſe Winged-Lions were to be found? The Dy: 
replied, 1n the ſame Countrey where the Eagle with 
two heads is to be found. The Lion has in its 
Paw an open Book, with this Inſcription , Pax 
7i6i Marce Evangeliſta mens, to declare that the 
State of Venice prefers Peace before War, and, 
according to the Emperour '7aſtinian's Precept, 
Is armed with good Laws, which are the tre 
Arms of Peace. But in time of War the Book 
Is ſhut, becauſe then the Laws are without Au- 
thority, and ſilent, Tuter Arma ſilent Leges. And 
the Lion in the 'other Paw holds a naked Sword, 
as . the Simbole of War. 

Maria dc Gonzague, The Chevalier Ange Cor- 
raro in his 4.5. of France, ſpeaks thus of this 
Princeſs. 'Tengono per indrubitabile tutti i minifi! 
ehe la Principeſſa fiſſa nell impreſſioxe che '| Dato 
Mo non debba viveve lungamente habbi procurat 
aall Imperatore il nome di Ducheſſa, per far paſ 
all Conſegnimento dell inveſtitura in ſe de fends, 
etiandio ad Eſcluſione di Guaſtalla, ma con ſegr#is 
promiſſa , venendo il caſo della morte del DuGl, 
@accaſarſi coll' Infante Ferdinando. Negotio,c> 
ſe traveſſe effefto, all' Italia rutta, ma pit alla 
renita voſtra riuſcerebbe' di pregindicio ben $4" 

er li ſtati di efſa trala Germania « Mantowam 
enterpoſte, Onds ſara cffetto della prudena # 
6 ve» | q io. -; | ſeperil 
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ſeperabile di queſto Auguſtiſſimo Senar Fapplicar, 
ben fiſſo Focchio, e col rifleſſo, il remedio LM no 
vita che potiſſero andar inſurgendo. It is unqueſti- 
onably believed by all the Miniſters, that the Prin- 
ceſs taking a 7 2s the young Duke could not live 
long, had obtained of the Emperour the Title of 
Dutcheſs, in order to inveſtiture afterwards, even 
ro the Excluſion of Gualtalo, but with private in- 
gagement if the ſazd Duke died, to marry the In- 
tante Ferdinando : A thing of great conſequence to 
all Italy if it had ſucceeded, but of more than or- 
dinary prejudice to your ſerenity, in reſpet# of your 
Territories betwixt Germany and Mantua : where- 
fore it will be an effett of the Wiſdom inſeparable 
from this Auguſt Senat, to apply ſuch ſolemn re- 
medy as may prevent the ill Conſequences | which 
are like to enſue. 

Marin Falier, This Dxke being unable to ob- 
tain Juſtice againſt Michael Sren who had De- 
bauched his Wife, or at leaſt one of his Daugh- 
ters, reſolyed to revenge himſelf by Murdering 
the Principal MNobles, and oppreiling the Commer 
Liberty, But one of the Conſpirators named Ber- 
trand Pelizare diſcovered his deſign to the /t- 
quiſitors of State, who the ſame day cauſed his 
Head to be chopt off in the very firſt year of 
his Regency. Every year there is a General Pro- 
'ceſſion made about the Place Saint Mark , the 
16 of April being St. 1ſidor's-day, in memory of 
their deliverance. In the Hall of the GrandComr- 
cil, where hang all the Pictures of the D#-- , 
with their Names, there is only a Black Boz”: 
for this Dxke with theſe four words, Locus NV) 
rini Falieri Decapitati. He was the third Ds © 
of his Family : the other two were Fiat a 
Ordelafe, the firit of wRKY received ear // 
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the Provinces of Dalmatia and Croatia from 4- 
texis the Emperour of Conſt ant inople : the other 
was killed with a Lance in a Fight at Zara in 
Dalmatia. Since the ſaid /farin, they have al- 
vvays depreited that Family vYhich before Vias 
one of the moſt Iluſtrious; not only in Yerice, 
bur in all Zraly, where it was allied to molt of 
the Princes. 

AMorarchy is a Government by a ſingle Perſon, 
as in France, Spaiz, Portugal, SC 

Ol:;24:c5y is a Form of Government in the poſ- 
teion of a few : The Commonwealth of Sparta 
vvas Oligarchick, becauſe the Senar conſiſted but 
of thirty men, viz. two Kings and twenty eight, Se- 
n.37s, to whom afterwards were added five E- 
prori. Ariſtotle, Tſocrates, and 7 iztarch confound 
often times the names of Ar:foucracy and Oligar- 
chy. Iſocrates ad Nicod. Cai Ils the Lacedemonians 
O! ig.erchical, whereas Anſtertlc and Platarch ſay 
they were  Ariſtacratical, and Plato ſays, Nega- 
re 0am eſſe Optimatum aan iniſtr AtiOnem , omnino 
abſardum. ib, 4. de leg. But in itrictnels an Ol: We 
cy - 1s an imperfect *Ariſtacr, 035 10 that W hen an 
£1 riſtocracy is reduced to a {mall r:mber, 'tis a 
11n of irs corruption and detect, and is a itep to 
M19: marchy, as Tacitus oblerves, Ann. 5, Parcorim 
dominatio Regie libidini proprior «ſt. 

Or ſs cog ticipatio, Grand Eſc er of Conſtantr- 
w_ his Othce has been injoycd by five Dukes 

FC lfanice, who in that quality were the ſecond 
Pc rlons in the Eaſtern Empire. Peter Grademgne 
the tweltth Dake , was the firſt of them who 
received that Honour from the Emperour Michel, 
Claſſz 6o trirominm ( ſays Leander Albertus 
his deſcription of Yeice ) Michaelem Imp. Con- 
Hantinop, adver{is Saracenos Apulcam infe eſtar 

ts 
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zes juvit, eoque Proto-ſpatarius ab eo dias , / qui 
41 ag #57 ſecundus ab Imperatore Grec#' cen- 


ſebatur honor. With a Fleet of 60 Galleys {( ſays 
Leander) he aſſiſted Michael Emperour of | Con- 


ſtantinople againſt the Saracens who infeſted A- 


pulia, and was therefore by the ſaid Emperour 
called Proto-ſpatharcus, which in thoſe days was 
eſt-eraed the next Honour to the Emperour of 
Greece. His Succeſſor Or/o Participatio was con- 
rinued in his place by the Emperonr Baſpl, as 
the fame Author reports. The three other Dakes 
honoured with this Dignity were Peter Tribun, 
Ur/. badoer, and Peter Canaien, the ſecond of 
that name. 

| Parte. The Venetians call Parre the Arreſts 
and Decrees of their Councils, Thus they ſay 
Parte del Gran Configlio; Parte del Senata ; Parte 
ael Configlio Dieci, And to fay a thing was re- 
ſolved in Coxncil, we muſt ſay Fu preſa/ la 
Parte. 

 Pipin King of Ttaly. Pope Leo 11 his Elogies 
of the Dxkes of Venice, ingenioully acknowledges 
the Victory King Pip:n had over the Fenetians, 
how partial ſoever he be for their Glory ; ſpeaking 
of Obclere Dake of Venice, and his Brothers , 
Ab his Caroli, Pipiniq; agmina ad Patrie ſunt vo- 
cata excidia..... Heraclea obrata, Matamancum 
& Albiola dedita, popuiata Clodia, & nf Mum 
na obſtitiſemt, ipſa foret deleta Crvitas, ( that Is 
Venice ) Acerrime pugne locum Orphanum appet- 
lant Rirvum, quaſs patre ſe liberiſque viduatan tune 
Patria. By theſe were the Troops of Charles and 
of Pipin called in, even to the deſtruttion of their 
own Country... - Heraclea was demoliſhed, Ma- 
tamancum azd Albiola loft , Clodia plundered , 
and bad not the Gods oppoſed, Venice it ſelf Favs 
| oj tare + EN-/A _ 
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been ruined. The place of this mhappy Battle was wpoy 
the River Orphans, called fo, becauſe the Venetiang 
feemed at that time to be left Jike Orphans, without 
either Parents or Children. By which it appears 
that Yenice remained as an Orphan after the great 
foffes ir ſuſtained in that War, which the People 
revenged afterwards upon the Dxke and his Fa- 
mily. Sabellicus has not ſpoke his opinion there- 
upon, leſt he ſhould have difpleaſed the Yenerians 
had he ſaid what he knew, His words are Ado 


, warie res traaitnr a Venetarum ſcriptoribus , ut 


quid potiſſimum ſequar difficile ſe diſcernere. $0 va- 
rronfly is this Attion imparted by the Venetian 
Writers, "tis not eaſy to be deſided whom I am to 
believe. The Author of the Squitinio della liberta 
Venera has found - out the true cauſe why the 
Venetians would rob King P:pin of fo famous 
a Victory, Accorzeſs (lays he) che attribuendo la 
Vittoria a Pipino, 1a Liberta ſempre perpetuata 
andava di male : (# accordarono poco a poco gi aire 
gutts ad una voce che loro furono Vittorioft, e Piping 
perdente, When they conſidered, (ſays he ) that by 
attributing the Vittory to King Pipin, it would re- 


flett wpon their Liberty, which as they pretended 


bad been perpetual without interruption, they unani- 
mouſly agreed with one voice to affirm the V ittory 
was therrs, and Pipin defeated. 
Podeſta is a Lombard word taken from the 
Latin, and is as much as Poteſtatem havens. 
Proveditor. In French he would be called Pro- 
viſeur, bur becauſe the 7ralian word is eafily ut- 
deritood, and ro be found every day in the 64 
Zetre, ] have not thought fit ro change it any 
more than the Sopra-Proveditor, who is the ſame 
with a Sur-[ntendant. 
LQuarntic, 'Þ know it is no French word, and 
| ; cls 
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tis poſſible to call it 2yarantine might be better; 0 
I fay poſhibly, becauſe 'ris an equivocal word, ad | FF 
ſignifies forty men,or forty days, But that which gave FALL 
me moſt confidence to call it ſo, was becauſe I | 
heard it called Duarantie by perſons who under- 
ſtood all thedelicacies of the French Tongae, , 
Rettori is a name common to a Podeſtar, or 
Captain at Arms. They are promiſcuoully called 
Rettori, becauſe they govern the Cities under the 
dominion of that Sraze, together, but cach with 
ſeparate Juriſdiction : and 'tis in this ſence they 
ſay Andar in Reggimento. 
Regates, are the Courſes or Combats of their 
Boats upon the Grand Canal for a Prize, not un- 
like the Carroyſels., Theſe Conteſts were inſti- 
ruted firſt by Duke Fohn Surance to accuſtom 
the Common People to fight at Sea. Ut Cives 
docerer Maritimis aſſueſcere Bellis, ludicras inſti» 
tuit Naumachias, Martina, | 
Rois de Sparta. There were always two Kings 
in Sparta, one, of the elder Branch of Exriſtenides 
or Agides: The other of the Branch of Proclides, 
or Exripontides who were of the younger Houſe. 
Mos eſt, ( ſaws Probus in Agelilao ) a majoribus 
Lacedemonlis traditms, wt duos haberent ſemper 
Reges ex duabus Familiis Proclis, & Euriſtinis ,... / 
Harum ex "altera in alterins locum fiers non lice- 
bat, Itaque mterque ſuum retinebat Ordinem. 1: 
was a cuſtom derived to them from their Anceſtors 
to have at the ſame time two Kings, of twopar- 
' ticular Families, the Proclis, and the Euriltinis. . .. . 
And it being unlawful to tranſpoſe one into anothers 

lace, each retained his own proper order, The Emu- 
ation betwixt theſe two Kings kept them con- 
ſantly within the bounds of their Duty, as 1s 


obſerycd by Plato 3. de Legib, Dews (fays he) opr- 
FT» 11/9/00 nos 
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gos Aliquis de wobis curam gerens, geminam wvobis 
Regum Progericem ex una ſtirpe Producens ad mo- 
derationem eorum poteſtatem retraxit. S»me God 
( ſays he ) having more that ordinary Care of Jon, 

ozided you a double Race of Kings out of one 
Stoth, and thereby redzced their Power to mode- 
YAt10N, 

Sebaſtian Ziani. To this Doge it was Pope A- 
texander III. gave the Silver Tramp:ts, the Pa- 
rafol, the Folding-Chair, the Cuſhions, the Ban- 
uers, and the White-Wax carried before the Senat 
in their Publick Ceremonies; as alſo he gave 
him permiſſion -zo Seal his Dxcals with Lead, 
as the Court of Rome does, Ut Veneti-Senatus 
gravitatem preaicaret, lays Matina, in Seb, Ci- 
ano. 

Serenita is a Title the YVenetians give their Doge 
to diſtinguiſh him from other Noble men, and 
they think that a greater Title than Highneſs. 

Saperſeription of *Letters from the Senar of 
Venice, to the Dake of Savoy, 1s always Latin, 
and in theſe Terms, 11lrſiriſſimo & Excellentiſſims 
PrinciptN...... ſabaudie Daci digniſſimo, filio no- 
ſtro Cariſſimo. But the Dake of Savoy pretends 
they ſhould give him the Title of Serenſime, 
as they do the Title of Altezza in the middle 
of their Letters. And for this reaſon the Dake 
of Venice never himſelf receives the Credentials 
of the Yenetian Embaſſadors, but cauſes them to 
be received and opened by the Secretary, with- 
out looking upon the Sperſcription, 

Title of Moſt Chriſtian given by the Popesto 
the Repxblick of Venice, Honorius, digniſſmo tr 
tulo & merito quidem , Venetam Rempublicam 
Chriſtianiſſimam nominar, #rpote gue relittis Schiſ- 
wat icis, Romane Eccleliz adheſiſet, 2x0 fy 
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fimo titulo glorioſa,, Terra Mariq, feliciter. domii-' 
rium propagavit. Honorius jxſtly calls the Re- 
publick of Venice &y the Honourable title of Moſt 
Chriltian, becaxſe renonncing the Schiſmaticks, She 
ſteck cloſs ro the Churcht of Rome : wander which 
honourable Compellation, She performed many brave 
thinge, and inlarged his Dominion both at Land 
and Sca. Baron. Tom. 8. Ann, 630. Pixs II, con- 
firmed it to them, by this Benedi#:on in a full 
Conſiſtory. Beneditti fint Filii noſtrs Veneti, Bene- 
dicat Deus Chriſtianiſhhmam Rempubl. & Senatum 
eorum adjuvet, eiſque aaverſus Turkas preſtet Vitto- 
riam. God Bleſs our good Sons the Venetians £ 
God bleſs their Moſt Chriltian Commonwealth , 
God bleſs their Senat, and give them Vittory againſt 
the Turks. 

Thomas Aoccineguo. This Duke before his death 
called into his Chamber | the principal Senators 
of Venice, and delired each of them to tell him 
upon whom they pitched for his Succeflor. The 
greateſt pare named Francis Foſcaro, the Perſon 
of alt, ro whom the ſaid Thomas had moſt -a- 
verſion, becauſe he knew him ſtrongly inclined 
to make War upon the Continent, Upon which 
Conſideration he told them, Sapere Sezgniors quan- 
to odio ploricfo, per amor aella Patria jo habbi 
Cor.C-puto contro al que} 0 ſoggetto Circa Uinterpren- 
aer la Guerra. Vi toruerible pi a conto a atten- 
dere alla Conſervatione di cio che avete conquiſtato 
nel Mar , che procurar as prantare 1m Terra tle 
Palme. Ma prego Sergnor [daio fra propitio-ea A 
v9z edalls voſtra Republica. Know Gentl:men , 
my Love to my Countrey has maae me atways a= 
verſe to enter prizes of War at Lana, It will FHr1R 
better to account if you apply to the conſervation 
of what you have gained at Sea, and not think of 
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planting Lawrels on Shore : but I beſeebh God tg 
be Propitious both to you and Jour Goveramenr; 
And theſe were his laſt words. But the YVe:::r5ans 
interpreted tliis grave advice to be only jealouſy 
ainſt Foſcaro, as the Romans did of Anguſtus 
when he adviſed them not to think of extending 
the Bounds of their Dominion. Tac. Ann. 1. 

Turks. The Yenetians began their firſt War with 
the Tarks about the year 1340, and their firſt 
Captain General that. Commanded againſt them, 
was Peter Zen, Created under the Dogeſhip of 
Francis Dandole, Surnamed the Dogg ; and he 
defeated them in the Syrian Sea. ; then 
they have had ſeveral Wars, but three more un- 
fortunate to the Yenerians than the reſt; for 
they loſt three ſeveral Kingdoms by them. 

The firſt was the War of Megropont, under 
Dake Chriſtopher Moras, and their General Ni- 
cholas Canal ; upon whom the loſs of that 1ſland 
was charged, becauſe he brought no Succour to 
Paul Erizze in time. This Pau! Erizze, the Go- 
vernor of the ſaid 1ſte, was the Perſon whom 
HMahomet cauſed to be ſawed a-pieces in the mid- 
dle ; with this pretence, That _ he promiſed 
not to meddle with his Head, he did not promiſe 
not to meddle with his Waſt, This War laſted fix- 
reen years. 

The ſecond was the War with Cypras, under 
the Dukes Peter Loredan, and Lewis AMoccenigne. 
This whole /ſland was taken by Muſtapha Baſa 
General to Selymus, who cauſed , the, Valiant 
Marc-Antonio Bragadin to be flea'd alive, and 
= Head of Seigntor Aſtor de Baillon to be cut 
off. | 
The third War was that of Candia, the moſt 


Famous of all that eyer the Yenetians mainaps 
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It continued from the year 1645 to 1669, when - 
the Capital City was ſurrendred by General Fran- 
c1s Moroſini, under the Dogeſhip of Dominick, Con- 
1arino. 

Vittor Amedee. The Procurator Nan m his 
9th, Book, tpeaks of him thus, 7! Duca Vittorio 
Amedeo az Savoia per non condeſcendere nelle forme 
d; freſco introdotte ca Cardinali, afſunſe titelo ds 
Keai Cipro con poca approvatione del Mondo ; 
Ch Egli aoppo ceduto con Pignarolo i decoro, (which 
words ſhew how much the furrendring of Pigne- 
rolo went to their heart,) che gls portava la Cura 
ai cuſt odire I Porta d Italia, fs fregiafſe di titols ds 
quel Regno, con grave aiſguſto ae Venetian, che 
Fauevano per multi anni legitamente goduto, e che 
porlanaone querele alle Corti de Princip: dell Eura- 
Pa, ft dr chiarono diſobligati da qualcung; corriſ- 
pondenza co Savoiardi. Vitor Amedeus Duke of 
Savoy, not to condeſcend in certain forms lately it- 
troduced with the Cardinals, rook upon him the Ti- 
tle of King of Cyprus, with little approbation of 
the World : That having loſt with the Town of Pig- 
nero), the Honoar he bore by having the Key 0 all 
Italy in his cuſtody ; to reprize himſelf, he aſſumed 
the Title of that Kingdom, to the great diſguſt and 
prejudice of the Venetjans, who had fer many years 
peaceatly enjoyed it ; and carrying their Complaints 
to the Courts of moſt Princes of Europe, the Vene- 
tian declared themſelves free, and diſcviig d from all 
farther Correſpondence with the ſaid Duke. Upon 
which occaſion, it will not be amiſs if we a little 
conſider the Title of both Parties to the Kingdom 
of Cypras. 

The Yenetian derives his Title from a Conceſ- 
ſion and Renunciation made to him by X ather: ne 


Cornara Wife to King 7ames, and Heir to ja's 
{11S 
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his Son. And again, from an inveſtiture obtained 
by the Senat from the Sulran of Egypt ; and they 
held it from the year 1510 when Katherine died, 
to rhe year 1570 when the 7zrk took it from 
them. 

The Dake of Savoy on the other ſide grounds 
his Title from the donation - of Charlet only 


' Daughter of 704» King of Cyprus, to the Nephew 


Charles Duke of Savoy, alledging That Lewis of 
Savoy, Husband to Charlot, had been owned as Heir 
apparent to the Crown; aud in that capacity had 
recezved an Oath of Fidelity from all the great 
Officers of that Kingdom at the Celebration of his 
Marriage. That the Uſurpation of James (who 
was a Baſtard) could not prejudice :he Title of 
Charlot the lawful Heir, and that by Conſequence 
the Title of the Venetian ſubſiſting upon a violent 
Uſurpation, and, which is worſe, a Parricide, (it be- 
Ing certain the ſaid Baſtard poiſoned his Father,) 
they could not, nor ought not to be in better condition 
than the Vſurper from whom they pretended. But 
when rhe Dxke of Savoy publiſhed his Aanifeſto, 
the Yenerians Sword being the Jonger, they re- 
turned only this Verſe of Scripture in anſwer, 
Celum Cali Domino, Terram antem dedit filiis homi- 
num. By which Argument all Ufurpations would 
ſtand good, and the weakeſt be always cppreſled, 
In a word, 'tis one of their old Tenents, That 
God has left the Earth in ſuch manner to the Sons 
of Men, that all Countreys belong to him vvho 
can catch them ; Sicur Calum diis,ita Terr.'s Ce- 


ner: mortaliym datas, Tac. Ann. T3. And £©£at all 
Princes ought to accommudate their [1ilt1ce 10 
their poyver. 1d in ſ-17; 4 forts {r; 408 
valid;ar, Tac. Ann. Is. ALE: -þ hc Twrk 


has taken out, at 
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courſe they took to inveſt themſelyes . yvith the 
Kingdom of Cypres, vvas ſingular, and odd. The 
Senat firlk Adopted 7ames Son of Queen Kathe- 
rine, making him a Noble Yeretian ; and after his 
death, they cauſed themſelves to be reciprocally 
Adopred by Queen XK atheriye, to qualify them to 
inherit from both, from the one as a Son of Sr. 
Marc, and from the other as a Daughter and Mo- 
thet.of their State ; Daughter by Birth, and Mo- 
ther by Adopting the Sexar her Son. A neat inven- 
tion to entitle themſelves to a Kingdom. But to 
retura to FVittor Ame dens. ls 

AMat confpgliato (lays Catarin Belegne in a Ad. S. 
of his Embatly. into Savoy) ne ſu9s caxfigh Vittorio 
Amadeo +in.r:apar Puarolo ala Francia, in fing-re 
clayazſt inamente Factorda ds Chieraſco, | imporre 
a ſe fteſſo, © all ltaha twria nwove catene, Vittor 
Amedeus was very i{/-adviſed. to defiver Pignerol! 
ro the French ; to make tat Clandeſtine Capitulis 
rio at Chieraſca ; and. ro put new Chains mpon all 
Italy aya-brmſelf. And. a fevy leaves after : 7n 
Concambid. di Pinarolo. ei ſro finaggio, ark paſſaggio 
libera della Rivera di. Clulon, aſ/tene con tuits te 
v4. che danno mano; alla”; Provincia di Delftnato, 
& tmporgono all” Italia ae, durijeme. giogo, From 
vvlience it may eafily-be gathered hoyv. glad the 
Venetiaus'' are- of ' the Neighbourhood ' of the 
French; who ( as the Yenetians themicives / lay) 
will exther be aſt:rs or Enemies to every body that 
1s near them. 

Vital Michaeli Il. Duh: of Venice, vvas atlal-. 
ſinated in his paſſage to Sr. Zechariab, a Mona- 
itery of Yenetian Gentlevvomen, mM Vviliting Of 
vyhich Monaſtery Peter Graderigne 1. vvas killed 
before. 7annot ſpeaks of the allathnation of F- 
tal, in theſe vvords. Public wr ararinm ob aſſ1aria 
/ 497] bella 
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bells geſta contra Grecoram Imp. Emanuelem 
cum exhauſtum eſſet, ea que dicuntur a nobis Im... 
preſtita primus excogitavit,. .... Vue res tantam 
invidiam Duci apud multos conflavit, ut ipſo reſur- 
reftionis Dominice die confoſſus ſuerit in itinere ad 
D. Zacharie. The Publick Treaſury, by reaſon of 
their long Wars againſt > Trane Emperor of 
Greece, being utterly exhauſt ; to ſupply it, he was 
the firſt who invented the nay of Loans, which Crea- 
ted him fo much envy, that even on 'an Eaſter-day he 
was ſlain. as he was going to the Monaſtery of $t, 
Zecharies. From vvhence ſome people conclude 
the Sovereignty of the faid Dwke, as the fame 
Author obſerves. /Upſe (fays he) roram invidiam 
Culpamq; ſuſtinuit, ex commodatis pecwniis uni fibi 
conflatam, propterea quod omnia virſabantur in ſua 


poteſtate.” All the odinms contratted by borrowing of > 


Money, was laid upon him, becauſe he had the 
whole management of Affairs. AMatina in his Elo- 
gy of Sebaſtian Ziani, vvho immediately ſuc- 
ceeded Vital, acknovviledges the Sovereignty of 
the precedent Dakes, in theſe vvords : Sebaſtianus 
potentia ſolem , in plura Magiſtratum ſydera eft 

artitus. For if he vvere the firſt vyho divided 
the povver of the Government, vvith his Ma- 
giſtrates ; it follovvs clearly, that before that di- 
viſion, the ſaid Poyyer vvas intirely in the hands of 


the Dake. - - - T; 
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It remains now that to theſe Remarks. I 
add only one Article touching the Re- 
ception of Royal Embaſſadors at Venice, 
to ſerve. as an Explication to what 1 
have. already ſud in the Chapter of 
the Colledg. 


FX JHen an Embaſſuavy has ſer the day for 
his publick Entry , ,the- Szuar to re-. 
ceive him, appoints a-Cevaler of the 

Golden Stole, who commonly has been himſelf 
Embaſſador in the Court of the ſaid Embaſſador's 
Aaſter. 

This Chevalier attended by 60 Senaters goes 
to meet the faid Embaſador at the Church of 
the Abbey de S. Eſprit, where he Complements 
him in the name of the Senar. After which, 
he puts the Embaſſador into a Gordo richly Fur- 
niſhed, and conduQts him to his Palace, followed 
by all the Noble-men, who in their ſeveral Gor- 
dols's give precedence to the ſeveral Attendants 
of the Embaſſador, though they be even in Li- 
veries | 
Entring into the Palace the Cyevalier keeps 
himſelf on the Left-hand of the Embaſſ.uar, Wito 
at his going our gives him the Right, «s all 
Servants do to. the S:nators, The next morning 
the ſame Company coine again to his Palace> 
and he receives them on the middle of the Stairs, 
giving the Right-hand to_the Chrvalirs ,, 2s All. 
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his Officers do to the reſt of the Senators. Bur 
when the Embaſſadors goes out, he takes the 
the Right-hand again, and his Equipage of the 
Senators, and in that Order marches to his Ay- 
dience in the Colleap. 

When he enters, he Salutes the Afſembly three 
times. The firſt when he comes in the Door, 
the Second in the middle of the Hall, and the 
third when he comes up to the Seat where the 
Senators are ſet. Every Salutation conſfiſts of 
three Bows, one to the Dxke and Comncellors, 
and two to the Sages of the two fides ; that 
1s to ſay, to the Sages-Grans on the Right-hand, 
and the Sages de Terra & des Orders on the 
Left-hand. After this he takes his place on the 
Right-hand of the - Doge, to whom he Preſents 
his Credentials, which are read aloud afterwards 
by one of the Secretaries. His Credentials being 
read, the Embaſſador delivers his Meſſage with 
the Doors open, to which having received the 
Degos Anfiver, he returns to his Palace in the 
ſame - Order he came, and when the Chevalier © 
and his S-nators have paid him their laſt Com- 
plement, he conducts them back ro their Boats, 
and gives him the upper hand, 


The Pop:s Nuntio is received in the ſame 
manner as the Royal. Embaſſadors, but with this 
ditterence, that the Patriarch of Yentce, and rhe 
Primicier of St. Mark viſit him at the S. Eſprit, 
2nd the Primicicr attends him with his Canons 
at the Ceremony of his Entry : Beſides the 
Nuntio never gives the hand ro the Chevaher 
neither coming in nor going out. 

The Patriarch makes his firſt and Jaſt viſit to 


Embaſſadurs in his Hood and Racher, with the 
Patri- 
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Patrizrchal Croſs carried before him by his chief 
Almoner. 

The Popes Nuntio does the ſame. Monſieur 
Trotti who was Nuntio in my time at Venice, 
would have brought in a new Cuſtom, by wa- 
ving in his laſt Viſit to the- French Embaſſador 
his habit of Ceremony, per non dar (as his Se- 
crerary laid ) diſgrſti a Nifſuno : That he might 
arſguit no body, Which in plain Engliſh was , 
thar he might not own the/ Rights of Fraxce, 
to the prejudice of Spain where he was born. 
But Monſieur de St. Andre ſpoiled the Plot of 
that 77:umvirat, that is to ſay of the MNantio, 
the Marqueſs de la Fuente Embaſſador of Spain, 
and the Abbot Federici Secret ary to the Empe- 
roxr, who  joyntly imployed all their Skill to 
impoſe upon his Prudence , and if poſſible, re- 
venge themſelves for the honourable advantage 
he gained upon them in the feſuirs Church. 


——_ ww 


